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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ELIZABETH 
COUNTES S ov 8 UTHERLAND: 

Mapa, 855 

THE diſonſelate Widno” of your diceafod 


Teacher humbly begs leave to inſcribe this Book to 
your Ladyſhip. The Author, from the rapid pro- 


3 greſ: your Ladyſhip made in learning to read the 


\ 


_ Engliſh Language, when only between five and fi * 
years old, with a ſurpriſing degree of propriety in 


leſs than a year, flattered himſelf with the proſpect 
of likewiſe inſtructing you in the principles of 
Engliſb Grammar; but Death, alas! pus a PP; 


to theſe Wr ideas. 


Tram this fmall oor flea may contribute to 


promote your Ladyſhip's knowledge in the ſtructure 
of the Eng liſb Language, and partitularly in Pe- 


tical Compoſt tions, is the earneſt defire of her who . N 


8, 
Mapa, 
With gratitude ant "oped, 
Mt our Lady ſhip” s 


20 0 obli ged and moſt humble ſervant, © 


"oY 


\ ELIZABETH BUCHANAN, 8 
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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


Arapist Lost has been generally found to 
be above the capacities of ordinary readers, 
ſrom the difficulty of the conſtruction, which is 
owing to the tranſpoſition or inverſion of the 
words, as well as to cllipſis. The deſign there- 
forc of this undertaking is, by obviating every 
difficulty that has hitherto occurred, to make 
this firſt Engliſh claſſic . read with eaſe 
and delight. 
Gentlemen of taſte and 1 who know 
the advantages redounding to youth from an early 
acquaintance with the beſt Engliſh poets, will 
rcadily foreſee the great benefit that would accrue 
to young gentlemen at our Latin ſchools, if they 
were firſt put to read this epic poem in their mo- 
ther-tongue, before they entered upon one in a 
diſſicult and dead language. For, as it exhibits 
a view of every thing great in the whole circle of 
Being, it would (beſides greatly improving them 
in their own language) wonderfully open the ca- 
pacity, improve the judgment, elevate the ideas, 
refine the imagination, and, finally, infuſe a. juſt 
| A and 
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and noble reliſh for all that is beautiful and great 


in the Eneid and Iliad. 

Our Ladies too, for whoſe intereſt the author 
profeſſes a very great regard, will now be enabled 
to read the whole poem with pleaſure, and taſte all 
the beautics of the moſt finiſhed piece in the Eng- 
liſn language. | 

In a word, as every Engliſh ſcholar may now 
boaſt of reading Paradiſe Loſt with profit and de- 
light, this work is humbly recommended to the 
patronage of all judicious parents, maſters, and 


governeſſes, that, under their inſpection, youth _ 
may, as early as poſſible, become acquainted with 


the exalted ſentiments, the beautiful morals, and 


the ſacred and intereſting truths diſplayed in this 
ſublime poem. 


Or ELLiys18 AND TRrRANSPOSIT 1 ON. 


Milton's ſtile is more violently inverted than 
that of any other Engliſh poet : And as every in- 
verted ſentence, eſpecially in verſe, becomes al- 
moſt unintelligible to youth, and obſcure even to 
grown perſons, who arc not well acquainted with 

45 ſyntax, 
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ADVERTISEM E Wi. 4 
| Hntax, it will, be neceſſary to ſay a few words 


E. r Ellipſis and Tranſpoſition. 
Ellipſis is the ſuppreſſion or the leaving out of 


a word or words in a ſentence. Ellipſis is uſed by 


the poets to favour the meaſure of their verſe, as 
well as to expreſs. a thought conciſely. Ellipſis 
is elegantly uſed by proſe-writers, to avoid the 
repetition of what may be well enough under- 


ſtood, though otherwiſe neceſſary to make a ſen- 


tence full and grammatical. 
Tranſpoſition or inverſion is the TD: the 
won of a ſentence out of their natural order. 


The order of words in conſtruction is either natu- 


ral or artificial. Natural order is, when the words 
of a ſentence naturally follow one another, in the 
ſame order with the conceptions of our minds. 
Artificial order i is, when words are ſo arranged as 


ff 


to make them moſt agreeable and harmonious to 


the car, eſpecially in verſification, and to reach 
ſome beauty in proſe 3 ; . ſo that the ſenſe be not 
obſcured. a7 : | 


- The pureſt writers in proſe uſe he malls tranſ- 
a - and, wherever we meet with a violent 


tranſpoſition in proſe, we are ſure to be diſguſted : 
1 Witneſs the following one, Spectator, vol. VI. 
No. 423. . of a N that was laid over a 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 


bcttle of wine, he ſays, The manner of his break- 
© ing of it to him, I was ſo placed at a tavern, that 
J could not avoid hearing.“ This manner of ar- 
rangement muſt neceſſarily diſguſt, as it obſcures 
the ſenſe, and obliges the reader to ſtop. The ar- 
rangement ought to be I was ſo placed at a ta- 
vern, that I could not avoid: hearing the manner 
of his breaking of it to him.” 

Every one perceives, that tranſpoſitions are al- 
ways more violent in poetry than in proſe; ; be- 
cauſe, in the former, it is impoſſible to evade 


them. Nay, Cergeau, in his Reflexions fur la 


| Poefie Erangoiſe, ventures to aſcribe ſo much 


power to tranſpoſition or inverſion, as to make 
it the characteriſtic of French verſe, and the ſin- 


gle circumſtance which, in that language, di- 
| ee, verſe from proſe. 


Rhime, without any other aſſiſtance, throws 


the language off from proſe; but, in blank verſe, 


the poet is obliged to uſe inverſion, as well as 


pomp of ſound, and energy of expreſſion, in or- 
der to give harmony and variety to his numbers, 


and keep bis ſtile from falling into the flatneſs of 
proſe. We meet with very few paſſages in this 
poem, but what are inverted, or elliptical, or ge- 
nerally both. But it ſometimes happens, when 

| the 
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the ſentence is rendered into its natural order, 
that the ſenſe is clear enough to the moſt ordina- 
ry reader, without lupplying the ellipſis. Exam- 
ples: | 
Of man „ firſt, diſobedience, i, hs fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loſs of Eden, till one greater man 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat, _ 
Sing, heav'nly muſe. —— Bock I. I. 1. 
NaTuRaL OrDER, 
0! heavenly muſe, ſing of man's firſt diſobes 
dience, and the fruit of that forbidden tree, whoſe 


mortal taſte brought death into the world, and all 
our woe, with loſs of Eden, till one greater man 


reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat. 


The ſenſe here, 1 imagine, is clas. e 5 R 


But, if we ſupply the ellipſis, in order to make 
the ſentence full and grammatical, it muſt be 
conſtrued thus: O! heavenly muſe, ſing. of 


man's firſt diſobedience, and ſing I the fruit of 


| that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte brought 
death into the world, and whoſe mortal taſte 
| +breught all our woe, with the loſs of Eden, till 
one greater man reſtore us, and till one greater 

man * the bliſsful ſeat.— 80 is che following 


\ | hs | example | 


i 


s ADVERTISEMENT. 


example plain enough, after it is put into natural 
0555 ben ſupplying the ellipſis: 
| et not the more 
Ceaſe It to wander, where the muſes haunt. 
Clear ſpring, or ſhady grove, or ſunny hill, 
Smit with the love of ſacred ſong ; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 
That waſh thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
SPL HONG 23 SHES e III. 1. 26. 
N | NarvkaL ODER, | 
Yet, being ſmit with the love of ſacred ſong, I 
I-ceaſe not (I forbear not) the more to wander 
where the muſes haunt clear ſpring,; or ſhady 
grove, or ſunny hill; but I nightly viſit thee, Si- 
on, 4s chief, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 
that waſh thy hallowed feet, and flow warbling. 
Theſe two words, being and as, make the ſenſe 
clear, without the repetition of the ellipſis, thus, 
or where the muſes haunt the ſhady-grove, or | 
where the muſes haunt the ſunny hill; and 7 
nightly vifit the lowery brooks, & c. Therefore, 
wherever the ſenſe appeared plain after putting 
the ſentence into natural order, I omitted the el- 
lpſis, that the natural e might not read more 
flat than needful. But, ſuch ſentences ſel- 
dom Ce gg L have every where ſupplied the 
_ 
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ellipſis, where I imagined the leaſt doubt might 


ariſe with reſpect to the true meaning. 


A young gentleman that has made ſome ad- | 
yance in Latin, muſt: have obſerved, that the el- 
lipſis in Engliſh is generally anſwerable to that in 


the Latin: For example, in an anfwer to a que- 


ſtion, Who gave you money? My father [gave 


me money.] So, in Latin, Quis dedit tibi pecuni- 


am? Pater meus ¶ dedit mihi pecuniam.] When 


will that be? [That will be] The next day. Qyan- 


do iſtuc erit? Proximo die ¶iſtuc erit.] Where is 


your brother? [My brother is] At home. Ubi 


eſt frater tuus ? Hater meus eſt] Domi. Who 
created man? God . | created man. Luis creavit 
' hominem? Deus [ creavit hominem. ] In theſe ex- 
amples, the ellipſis, which is ſeldom expreſſed ei- 
ther in writing or ſpeaking, is included within 
brackets. In the following F „the elne 


18 in Italic. 


7M For! in Him we Be move, and have « our FA 


5 


reſolved thus, For in Him we live, and in 
Him We move, and in Him we have our being. 


In ipſo enim vivimus, movemur, et ſumus; 


reſolved, Enim in ipſo nos vivimus, et in iſe 
nos movemur, 


et in ipſo nos ſumus. © I 


leave you a kingdom ſtrong, X you. ſhall 5 
if bad, a weak one ;* reſolved, 1 
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leave 
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leave you a kingdom ſtrong, if you ſhall be good; 
if you ſhall be bad, T leave you a weak kingdom, 
Ego vobis regnum trado firmum, ſi boni eritis 


fi mali, imbecillum; reſolved, Ego trado vobis 


regnum firmum, fi vos eritis boni; fi vos eritis 


mali, trado vobis imbecillum regnum. "Theſe few 


examples, as they concern a ſcholar only, who i is 
learning Latin, are ſufficient, eſpecially, as he has 


always before his eyes variety of examples. in 
Whatever Latin claſſic he is reading. 


It has been faid, that all conſtruction is either 


artificial or natural.- The artificial order is found- 
ed on the cuſtom of languages, and differs ac- 


cording to their ſeveral idioms. Natural order is 


much the fame in all languages. The artificial 


or inverted order of a Latin fentence is rendered 


'Uito its natural order, agreeing with that of the 
Engliſh, by conſtruing it grammatically. The 


Latin ſcholar will have obſerved this in almoſt „ 


very ſentence he conſtrues. However, he may 


lock at the following ſhort examples: 1 He ſet 


armed men at all the paſſages where any one 


could enter to that farm. 15 ; 5 omnes introitus, 


£434 Y® % 


- alt.” The ama" and e! order, is 
thus: Appoſuit armatos ad omnes introitus qua 
5 — 


ADVERTISEMENT. 3 


poterat adiri ad eum fundum. © When ſhe heard 
that I ſtood at the door, ſhe made haſte.” Poſt. 
quam ante oſtium me audivit ſtare, approperabat.” D 
Natural order thus; Poſtquam audivit me ſtare 
ante oſtium, approperabat. The Gauls, being 
twice repulſed with great loſs, conſult what they 
muſt do. Bis magno cum. detrimento repulſi 
Galli, quid agant, conſulunt. Natural and gram- 
matical order thus; Galli, repulſi bis cum magno ; 
detrimento, conſulunt, quid agant. . 
In order to conſtrue every piece of Engliſh, it 
muſt be obſerved, that, in a ſentence, in any lan- 
guage, generally ſpeaking, there is, at leaſt, one 
capital object contidered: as acting or ſuffering. 
The object is expreſſed by a ſubſtantive noun, cal- 
led the nominative caſe'; its action is expreſſed by 
an active verb; and the perſon or thing affected 
by the action, is expreſſed by another ſubſtantive 
noun called the accuſative caſe; the ſuffering or 
paſſive ſtate of the noun, or nominative, the pati- 
ent, is expreſſed by a paſſive verb; and the per- 
ſon or thing that acts upon it, is expreſſed by a 
ſubſtantive noun, called the agent. Theſe are the 
capital parts of a ſentence; but there are general- 
under parts: Each of the ſubſlantives, as well x 
-as imac verbs, —_ be qualified, . Time, place, pur- 
a e e 
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10 ADVERTISEMENT. 


poſe, 1 motive, means, Wann and many other 


cCircumſtances, may be neceſſary to complete the 


thought: But no difficulty can ariſe on this ac- 
count; for, in every complete ſentence, all the 


members or parts are mutually connected and re- 


lated by conjunCtions and ane ſome ſlight⸗ 


ly, ſome more intimately. 


Let a ſentence be ever ſo 8 inverted, 3 | 
it to the end firſt, then look for the introductory 


. or inciting word, if any; if none, take the voca- 
tive; if no vocative, go directly to the nomina- 
tive or nominatives, if there be more than one 
connected by a conjunction; next, to the verb or 
verbs, if there be more than one, connected by a 
conjunction; next, to the word governed by the 
verb in the accuſative, with the words connected | 


with it in the ſame caſe, if any; take next the ge- 
nitive caſe or caſes, if there be any, connected 5 


a conjunction; take laſt, the under parts, being 
words related to the whole, and governed by pre- 


poſitions, to the end, ſupplying the ellipſis thro ugh- 


out, where needful. This is the moſt general or- 


der of ſentences. But there is no general rule to 
de laid down for diſpoſition after the capital parts, 


the under parts being variouſly diſpoſed or order- 
+ according to nne or as the ſenſe re- 


N . quires. 


3 quires. There is hardly any ſentence, in which 
the capital parts above- mentioned are not to be 
found, and theſe generally direct the order of the 
whole ſentence, every member of it at leaſt: For, 
Whatever members a long ſentence may conſiſt of, 
each member muſt have a verb in it expreſſed or 
underſtood, and a noun the ſubje& of that verb, 
which, if an active verb, muſt have anether noun 
after it to which the action mult paſs, &c.; {6 that 
g every member of a long ſentence is a ſhort; though 


imperfect, ſentence of itſelf. Example, 291% 
Ol friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 


Haſting this way, and now, by glimpſe, diſcern 


Ithuriel and Zephon through the ſhade, ' 
And with them comes a third, of regal port, 


But faded ſplendor wan; who, by his gate 


| And fierce demeanour, ſeems the prince of hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteſt;  _ 
51 Stand firm, for in his look defiance lowrs. 


| NatvagL OzDzx, with the ellipſis ſupplied. 
DO friends! I hear the trade of nimble feet haſt- © 
1 this way, and now, by a glimpſe, I'diſcernTthu- 
riel and Zephon through the ſhade 2. ; and I diſcern + 
| that a third angel of regal port, but of faded and 
wan ſplendour, comes with them 3-; who ſeems ; 
to be the prince of hell by his gate 4.3 and who 


3 ADVERTISEMENT. 
| ſeems to be the prince of hell by his fierce de- 


'l meanour; and who is not like to part hence with- | 
tt out conteſt 6.; ſtand ye firm 7.; for dehance. 
14 | Jowrs in his looks, 8. This ſentence conſiſts of 
| ceight members. The firſt member is quite in the 


natural order. There is firſt the interjection or 
f 1 invoking word O; 2. the vocative friends; 3. the 
| nominative J; 4. the verb hear; 5. the noun 
'# tread, governed by the verb in the accuſative caſe ; 
| | 6. the genitive caſe of feet, qualified by the ad- 
jective nimble, expreſſing its manner, viz. nimble, 
not flow, feet; 7. the participle baſting, relating 


i 2 
| i to feet, and qualified by the adverb this way : 
if | Ihe conjunction and connects the ſecond member 


n to the firſt, and begins, as it were, a new ſentence, 


| | with a nominative and a verb, coupling like 
"Fit wmoods, I hear, and 1 diſcern ; Ithuriel and Ze- 
| | phon are two nouns of like caſes, governed by 


diſcern, and coupled by the conjunction and, for 
lh oOnjungtions always couple like caſes, as well as 
ik - like moods; the noun hade is governed by the 
prepoſition through, and, as an under part, is re- 
| lated to the whole member, by the: prepoſition ; j 
and, again, connects the third member with the 
former, and couples like moods ; I diſcern, and I 
en, that a third. "0 adjeRtive mult have its 
ſubſtantive 
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ſubſtantive expreſſed or underſtood, cnet may 
be here underſtood, a third angel of regal port; 


fort, the genitive caſe, qualified by the adjective 
regal, expreſſing its quality; but of faded and of 


wan ſplendour; /plendour, another genitive caſe, 
qualified by the adjectives faded and wan, theſe 


8 genitives are connected by the conjunction and ; 
comes is the verb, agreeing with the nominative 
third angel; with them, this member ends with a ; 


word governed by a prepoſition : : Who, being 


a relative, and put for the antecedent third angel, 
connects thereby this fourth member to the for- 
mer members, and becomes as the nominative to 
| the verb ſeems; for, when no nominative comes be- 
tween the relative and the verb, the relative ſhall 
be the 1 nominative to the verb; to be is the infini- 
tine mood, one verb governs another in the infini- | 
tive expreſſed or underſtood ; to be is here under- 


ſtood ; the prince of hell, one ſubſtantive governs 


od} in the genitive ; by his gate, gate, quali- 


fed by the pronominal adjective his, and go- 


verned by the prepolition by, an under part; who, 


2 relative, put again for the antecedent third angel, 
connects the fifth member with the former, and 
is again the nominative to ſcems; the prince of 
hell, by his ferce demeanour, this member alſo 
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14 ADVERTISEMENT. 


loſes with a word governed by the prepoſi - 


tion by, and qualified with the adjectives his ferce; 


and connects the ſixth member to the former, by 


coupling like moods, viz. who ſeems and who 15; 


not like 0 part, the infinitive mood; without con- 
teſt, this member alfo cloſes with ware governed 


by'the prepoſition without ; ; ſtand ye firm, the im- 
perative verb has a nominative after it, for every 
verb has its nominative expreſſed or underſtood : 
For deflante lowrs in his looks, the conjunction for 


connects this laſt member to the former, and i inti- 


mates the reaſon for their ſtanding firm „for, or be- 
cauſe, defiance lowrs, 2 nominative and a verb; in | 
His books, here the whole ſentence. cloſes. with an 


under part, viz. the noun looks, governed by the 
prepoſition ; in, and qualified by the n 


adjeQive his. . 


uy Theſe obſervations K dee been reh or 
young readers chiefly, I muſt refer them, fo 


more cxamples, to the porn of the natural os 
itlelf. 3 


* It was s thought proper to render che firſt fix 


books only into the natural order of conſtruction 5 


not becauſe the reader, in theſe books, ſees the pro- 


je of the whole poem, and has a view of the table, : 


the charadter, the 2 and the language; 
8 88 but 
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but becauſe even youth, who but know the parts 


of ſpeech, by carefully comparing the context 5 


with the natural order, and attending to the fore- 


going obſervations, will, by reading three or four 


books, become tolerable maſters of ellipſis and 


tranſpoſition ; and, by the time they have read all 


the ſix, be able to read not only the whole poem, 


but every Engliſh claſſic, whether in proſe or verſe, 
with taſte and judgment. And what immenſe ad- 
vantages muſt accrue to young. gentlemen from 


their being capable of conſtruing and reſolving e- 


very ſentence they read in any Engliſh claſſic? 


How will this fix their attention and improve their 


judgment, with reſpe& to a maſterly knowledge of 


the ſubjeQ, as well as of the propriety of the ſtile ? 


' Nay, in time, what judicious critics will they not 


\ great propriety of cauſing ſuch a method to be 
practiſed, eſpecially by Our youth of diſtin ion. 6 


LY 


become? Let any gentleman but attend to what 


is propoſed, and he will readily be convinced of the 
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Tu ARGUMENT or BOOK I. 


Tux firſt book propoſes, firſt, in brief, the whole ſub- 
ject, Man's Diſobedience, and the loſs thereupon of 
Paradiſe, wherein he was placed: Then touches the 
prime cauſe of his fall: The ſerpent, or rather Satan 
in the ſerpent, who, revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his ſide many legions of angels, was, by the 
command of God, driven out of heaven with his crew 
into the great deep. Which action paſſed over, the 


poem haſtens into the midſt of things, preſenting 


Satan with his angels now fallen into hell, deſcribed 
here not in the center, (for heaven and earth may be 
ſuppoſed as not yet made, certainly not yet accurſed), 
but in a place of utter darkneſs, very fitly called 
Chaos : Here Satan, with his angels, lying on the 
: burning lake thunder-ſtruck and aſtoniſhed, after a 
certain ſpace recovers, as from confuſion, calls up 
him who next in order and dignity lay by him: They 
confer of their miſerable fall. Satan awakens all his 
legions, who lay till then in the ſame manner con- 


founded. They riſe; their numbers; array of battle „ 
their chief leaders named, according to the idols 


known afterwards in Canaan and the countries ad- 
joining. To theſe Satan directs his ſpeech; com- 
forts them with hopes yet of regaining heaven; but 


tells them laſtly of a new world and a new kind of 
creature to be created, according to antient prophecy 


or repare in heaven; for that angels were long be- 
' 8 | C : | ' fore 
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1s Tur ARGUMENT or BOOK I. 


fore this viſible creation, was the opinion of many 
antient fathers. To find out the truth of this pro- 


phecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers =, 


a full council. What his aflociates thence attempt. 
Pandzmonium, the palace of Satan, riſes, ſuddenly 

| built out of the deep. [The infernal peers there fit in 
council. | 


PARADISE 


4 


+ 


Pp AR AD TSE LOST 


BOOK. L 5 , 
| F man's firſt diſobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte | 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
With loſs of Eden, till one greater Man 


'The NATURAL ORDER. 
O heavenly muſe, ſing of man's firſt diſobedience, 
and of the fruit of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal 
taſte brought death into the world, and all our woe, 
with the loſs of Eden, till one greater Man reſtore us, 


Verſe 2. Whoſe. mortal taſt.— According to gramma- 
tical propriety it ought to be the mortal taſte of which, 
whoſe being the perſonal poſſeſſive or genitive caſe, for of 
whom; and is uſed only when we ſpeak of perions, as 
which is uſed when we ſpeak of things. Therefore, tho 
whoſe is here rhetorical, and a poetical licence, to be a- 
dopted only in the higher poetry, which often conſiders 
inanimate beings as perſonal and rational; yet ſuch a li- 
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cence is highly improper in the lower poetry, or in proſe; 
as in the following examples: 
The gueſtion whoſe ſolution I require, | | 
Is what the ſex of women moſt deſire. DxvD. 


Is there any other as __ followers are puniſhed ?® 
g vgs — Abptsox. 


20 PARADISE LOST. Bock I. 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat, 5 
Sing, heav*nly Muſe, that on the ſecret top | 


Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didſt inſpire 
That ſhepherd, who firſt taught the choſen ſeed, 


In the beginning, how the heav'ns and earth 
Roſe out of Chaos: Or, if Sion hill 10 
Delight thee "more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd 


and regain the bliſsful feat (5); thou, 0 muſe, that, 
on the ſecret top of Oreb or of Sinai, didſt inſpire that 
ſhepherd (Moſes) who firſt taught the choſen ſeed, 
how, in the beginning, the heavens and earth roſe out 
of chaos: Or, if Sion hill (10) delight thee more, and 
Siloa's brook that flowed faſt by ho oracle of God ; I 


- Verſe 7. The word Orel ought to have been written 
Horeb. Horeb and Sinai are two parts of the ſame moun- 
tain in Arabia. Oreb is another mountain, where Oreb, 
King of the Midianites, was flain ; fee. Judges, vii. 25. 
Theſe two names begin with a different letter in the He- 
brew; a neceſſary diſtinction, to Which Milton ſeems not 
to have adverted. ry 
Verſe 11. Si/a, ſpelled alſo Siloah, Shiloah, and Si- 
loam; ſee Nehem. iii. T5. Iſa. viii. 6. John ix. 7. was a 
fountain on the eaſt ſide of Jeruſalem, betwixt that city 
and the brook Cedron. Jerome ſays it was near to the 
foot of mount Sion. Sandays, in his travels, ſays that 
the fiſh-pool of Siloa contained not above half an acre of 
ground, and was then dry at the bottom; and the foun- 
tain that fed it was no other than a little trench, ware! in 
on the lides, of an water. | 


Bock l. PARADISE LOST. 2 


Faſt by the oracle of God; I thence - 
Invoke thy aid to my advent*rous ſong, 
That with no middle flight intends to ſoar 
Above th' Aonian mount, while it purſues - 15 
Things unattempted yet in proſe or rhyme. 
And chiefly thou, O Sp'rit, that doſt prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 
Inſtruct me, for thou know'ſt; thou from the firſt 
Waſt preſent, and with mighty wings outſpread 20 


thence invoke thy aid to my adventurous ſong, that in- 
| tends to ſoar with no middle flight above the Aonian 
mount, while it purſues (15) things unattempted yet 
in proſe or rhyme. And thou, O Spirit, that doſt pre- 
fer the pure and upright heart before all temples, do 
thou chiefly inſtruct me, for thou knoweſt well; thou 
waſt 1-208 from the _ and with mighty w_O Outs 


Verſe 12. Faft by, or faſt beſide, bags cloſe by, in 
preſence of, or very near to. | 

Verſe 15. The Aonian mount is the fame with Helicon, 
2 hill in Bzotia, much celebrated for its being ſacred to the 
muſes; it lies between mount Parnaſſus and the city of 
Thebes. It is ſaid the antient inhabitants of Bæotia were 
called Aones, from Aon the ſon of Neptune, who ſettled 
there, after he was baniſhed from Apulia. 

Verſe 17. The poet is now entering upon his poem, the 
ſabje& of which is of the moſt ſacred and important na- 
ture, nothing leſs than the glorious reſtoration and re- 
demption of fallen man by Jeſus Chriſt. To have invoked 


bl 


| 22 PARADISE LOST. Book 1. 


Dove. like ſatt'ſt brooding on the vaſt abyſs, 

And mad'ſt it pregnant: What in me is dark, 

Illumine; what is low, raiſe and ſupport ; 

That to the height of this great argument 

I may, afſert eternal providence, 

And juſtify the ways of God to men. 25 
Say firſt, for heav*n hides nothing from thy view, 

Nor the deep tract of hell; ſay firſt, what cauſe 


 Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy ſtate, 
Favour'd of heav'n ſo highly, to fall of - 3o 
From their Creator, and tranſgreſs his will, 


ſpread (20) ſatteſt, like a dove, brooding on the vaſt a- 
byſs, and madeft it pregnant : Do thou illumine what 
is dark in me, and raiſe and ſupport what in me is low; 
that, reaching to the height of this great argument, I 
may aſſert eternal providence, and juſtify the ways of 
God to men (25). Say, firſt, O muſe, for heaven hides 
nothing from thy view, nor does the deep tract of hell 
hide any thing from thee ; ſay firſt, what was the cauſe 
that moved our grand parents, in_ that happy ſtate 
wherein they were placed, and ſo highly favoured of 
heaven, beſides their being lords of the world, to fall 
from e J and tranſgreſs his will, merely for 


fabulous deities, Apollo and the Muſes, wouta have 125 
an unpardonable abſurdity. He therefore, in a truly 
Chriſtian manner, and agreeable to his ſubject, invocates 
the aid of a far ſuperior muſe, the Holy Spirit; of which 


.. aid, in the ſequel of this poem, one is ſometimes apt to 


imagine he had no ſmall portion. 


„ 


Bock I. PARADISE LOST. 23 


For one reſtraint, lords of the world beſides? 


Who firſt ſeduc'd them to that foul revolt ? 

Th? infernal ſerpent ; he it was, whoſe guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd 35 
The mother of mankind, what time his pride 


Had caſt him out from heav'n, with all his hoſt 


Of rebel-angels; by whoſe aid, aſpiring 


| To ſet himſelf in glory *bove his peers, | 
He truſted to have equall'd the Moſt High, 40 


If he oppos'd ; and, with ambitious aim, 
Againſt the throne and monarchy of God, 
Rais'd impious war in heav'n, and battle proud, 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty power 


Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethereal ſky, 45 


With hideous ruin and combuſtion, down 


one reſtraint ? Who ſeduced them firſt to that foul re- 


volt? The infernal ſerpent firſt ſeduced them; it was 
he, whoſe guile, being ſtirred up with envy and revenge, 
deceived (35) the mother of mankind, what time his 


pride had caſt him out of heaven, with all his hoſt of 


rebel angels; by whoſe aid, aſpiring to ſet himſelf a- 


bove his peers in glory, he truſted to have equalled the : 


Moſt High (40), if he oppoſed him; and, with ambiti- 
ous aim, though with vain attempt, raiſed impious war 


and proud battle in heaven, againſt the throne and mo- 
narchy of God. But the almighty power hurled him 


(who durſt defy the Omnipotent to arms) headlong 
flaming from the etherial ſky (45), with hideous ruin 
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24 PARADISE LOST. | Book I. 
To bottomleſs perdition, there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire, 

Who durſt defy th* Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the ſpace that meaſures day and night 50 


To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 

Lay vanquiſh'd, rolling i in the fiery gulf, 
Confounded though immortal: But his doom 
Reſerv d him to more wrath; for now the thought 


and combuſtion, down to . perdition, there to 
dwell with adamantine chains and penal fire. He lay 
vanquiſhed and rolling in the fiery gulf, nine times the 
ſpace that meaſures day and night (50) to mortal man, 
and greatly confounded though immortal: But his doom 
reſerved him to more wrath; for now, the thought both 


- Verſe 50. Nine times the ſpace, &c. that is, nine days 
and nights.—It is very probable that Milton had here in his 
view the plague that, according to Homer, ravaged the 
Grecian camp for nine days together; whence he bas 
nobly improved upon the Greek poet's invention, as my 
as in the ſtory of precipitating. Lucifer from heaven, com 

pared with that of Vulcan, Beſides, the number nine, as 
well as three, is a favourite number with the poets: Thus, 
in Homer, Odyſſ. 11. 376. Engliſhed thus: 


There Tityos large, and long in fetters bound, 

IS O'erſpreads nine acres of infernal ground. 

And, in Virgil's. Aneid, 6. 438. tranſlated cus: 

But fate forbids; che Stygian floods oppoſe, — _ 
And with nine PO ene . ſouls incloſe. 


Book l. PARADISE LOSS 4 

Both of loſt dare and laſting pan 8 
Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes, 

That witneſs'd huge affliction and diſmay 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and ſtedfaſt hate: 

At once, as far as angels ken, he views | 

The diſmal ſituation waſte and wild; 60 
A dungeon horrible on all ſides W by 
As one great furnace flam'd; yet from thoſe flames 

No light, but rather darkneſs viſible | 

Serv'd only to diſcover fights of woe, 

Regions of ſorrow, doleful Jl Hagen, were peacy 6 5 


" 
1 F 
: - 1 
A — * SN * aki > - | 
- — —— PO . 8 

—̃—— — un — 4 — L _ K 8 b f 

— 3 > —— I 3 — — — — 

> 3 8 n — 2 2. 

” 3 - SS = 


— — 
Gy Ce wendy 
—— 
— — 


2 is WE — * — — — — 
== — — — 25 — — IRS N — 
. . Ee Bn bt 
— —— — — — 


— 


of his loſt happineſs and his laſting pain torments him. 
- (55) He throws round his baleful eyes, that witneſſed 
his huge affliction and horrible diſmay, mixed with ob- 
durate pride and ſtedfaſt hate: He views at once (as far 
as angels ken) the diſmal ſituation, waſte and wild; (60) 
he ſees a horrible dungeon, that flamed on all fides 
round as one great furnace; yet no light ſeen from thoſe. 
flames, but rather viſible darkneſs, which ſerved only 
to diſcover ſights of woe, -and regions of ſorrow, and 
_ doleful ſhades, where W (65) and reſt can never 


— 


| Verſe 64. The * chat occurs hve is, If there 
was no light, How could the darkneſs be viſible? This is 
allowed to be a bold epithet, and yet to appear not only 
beautiful, but probable. Were there any ground for ob- 
jection here, we find it removed by our poet at yerſe 180. - 
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26 PARADISE LOST. Bock . 


And reſt can never dwell hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd ; 
Such place eternal Juſtice had prepar'd 70 
For thoſe rebellious ; here their pris'n ordain'd 
In utter darkneſs, and their portion ſet 

As far remov'd from God and light of heav'n, 

As from the centre thrice to the utmoſt pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell. 75 
There, the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeſtuous fire, 
He ſoon diſcerns ; and welt'ring by his fide 

One next himſelf in pow'r, and next in crime, 


dwell, and where hope never comes, that comes to all 
men; but torture ſtill urges without end, and a fiery de- 
luge fed with ever-burning and unconſumed ſulphur 
ſtill preſſes upon them: Such a place eternal juſtice 


had prepared (70) for thoſe rebellious angels; here he 


ordained their priſon in utter darkneſs, and he ſet their 
portion as far removed from God and from the light of 
heaven, as thrice from the center to the utmoſt pole. 
O how unlike the place from whence they fell (75) 
There he ſoon diſcovers the companions of his fall, o- 
verwhelmed with floods and whirlwinds of tempeſtuous 
fire; and he diſcerns one next himſelf in power, and 
next to him in crime, weltering by his fide, who was 


id 


28 


Bock I. PARADISE LOST. 27 


Long after known in Paleſtine, and nam'd 686 
| Beelzebub. To whom th? arch- enemy, 
And thence in heav'n called Satan, with bold words 


Breaking the horrid ſilence, thus began: a 
If thou beeſt he; but O how fall'n! how chang” d 


From him, who, in the happy realms of light, 85 
Cloth'd with tranſcendent brightneſs, didſt outſhine 


long after known in Paleſtine, (80) and named Beel- 


zebub. To whom the arch-enemy, and thence (that is, 


from that name) called Satan in heaven, breaking the 
horrid ſilence, began to ſpeak with bold words, thus: 


If thou beeſt he; but O how fallen ! how changed from 
him, who, when thou waſt clothed with tranſcendent 


brightneſs in the happy realms of light, (85) didſt out- 


ſhine myriads though bright! If thou art he, whom mu- 


Verſe 80. Paleſtine is here uſed for the whole country 


inhabited by the Iſraelites or Jews; which was bounded 
on the north by Syria, on the ſouth by Egypt, on the eaſt - 


by Arabia the ſtony, and on the weſt by the Mediterrane- 


an ſeas. This n was e poſſeſſed mer the Phi- 
liſtines. 5 


Verſe 81. Beelzebub, or, as it is written, Baalzebub, in 2. 


Kings, i ie 2. ſignifies the Lord of the Fly. It is ſaid to be 2 | 


Punic word; and ſome authors are of opinion, that he was 
called the Lord of the Fly, becauſe the inhabitants of E- 
kron worſhipped the Beetle, a large ſort of fly; which 


manner of worſhip they probably borrowed from their 


ſuperſtitious — the Egyptians: For 3 in his 
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26 PARADISE LOST. Bock 1. 


Myriads though bright! if he whom mutual league, 
Dnited thoughts and counſels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 
Join'd with me once, now miſery hath join'd go 
In equal ruin: Into what pit thou ſeeſt 
From what heighth fall'n; ſo much the ſtronger 
prov'd „ 
He with his hne : and till then who knew 
The force of thoſe dire arms? Yet not for thoſe, 


Nor what the potent victor in his rage 95 


Can elſe inflict, do I repent or change, 
Though chang'd in outward luſtre, that fix d mind, 
And high diſdain from ſenſe of injur d merit, 


| tual league, and united thoughts and counſels, and e- 
qual hope and hazard, once joined with me in the glo- 
rious enterprize, and whom miſery now hath Joined 
(90) with me in equal ruin: Thou ſceſt from what 
eighth we are fallen, and into what pit; he proved ſo 
much the ſtronger with his thunder; and who knew 
the force of thoſe dire arms till then? Yet Ido not re- 
pent or change for thoſe arms, nor for whatever elfe 
the potent viCtor can inflict in his rage; (95) though 
I am changed in my outward luſtre, that fixed mind 
ſhall fl remain, and that high diſdain from ſenſe of 


natural hiſtory, ſays, A great part of Egypt worſhips 4 
tles, among their other deities. In the New Teſtament, the 
Jews ſeem, by Beelzebub, to mean Satan the prince of the = 
devils. Our poet, here, makes them different powers. 


Bock I. PARADISE LOST. 29 


That with the Mightieſt rais'd me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention brought along 100 
Innumerable force of ſpirits arm'd, 

That durſt diſlike his reign, and me preferring, 
His utmoſt pow'r with adverſe pow'r oppos'd 

In dubious battle on the plains of heaven, 


And ſhook his throne. What tho? the field be loſt? | 
All is not loſt ; the unconquerable will, 106 


And ſtudy of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage never to ſubmit or yield, 

And what is elſe not to be overcome 

That glory never ſhall his wrath or might 110 
Extort from me. To bow and ſue for grace 


# 


injured. merit, that raiſed me to contend with the 


| Mightieſt, and brought along (100) with me an innu-, 


merable foree of armed ſpirits to the fierce contention, 
that durſt diſlike his reign, and, preferring me to him, 


they oppoſed his utmoſt power with adverſe power, 
and ſhook his throne in dubious battle on the plains of 
heaven. What though the field be loſt? (105) All is not 


loft ; we have ſtill the unconquerable will, and the ſtu- 
dy of revenge, immortal hate, and the courage never 
to ſubmit or yield, and whatever elſe is not to be over- 


come; his wrath or might never ſhall extort that glory 


from me. (1 30) To bow to Ns and ſue IN ſuppliant 


s 


Verſe 111. To bow and fue for grace, Ps Here 2 


2 8 ſentence becomes the nominative to the verb avere ; 
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360 PARADISE LOST. Bock I. 
With ſuppliant knee, and deify his power, 


Who from the terror of this arm ſo late 


Doubted his empire; that were low indeed, 


| That were an ignominy and ſhame beneath 115 


This downfall ; fince by fate the ſtrength of gods 
And this empyreal ſubſtance cannot fail, 

Since through experience of this great event 

In arms not worſe, in foreſight much advanc'd, 
We may with more ſucceſsful hope reſolve 126 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe, 


| knee for grace, and to deify his power, who fo late 


doubted his empire from the terror of this arm ; that 
werelow indeed, that were even ignominy, and a ſhame 
even beneath this downfal : (115) Therefore, ſince it 
is decreed by fate that the ſtrength of gods and this em- 
pyreal ſubſtance cannot fail, and ſince we are not 
worſe in arms, and much advanced in foreſight, through 


experience of this great event, we may reſolve, with 


more ſucceſsful hope, (120) to wage eternal war, ei- 
ther by force or guile, irreconcileable to our grand 


| this is eaſily reſolved, by putting the queſtion; and the an- 


ſwer will be the ſentence which is thenominativeto the verb: 


Thus, What were low indeed? &c. Anſwer, To bow and ; 
ſue for grace with ſuppliant knee, and deify his power, 


who, from the terror of this arm, ſo late doubted . em- 
pire. 
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Who now triumphs, and, in th' exceſs of joy 
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heaven. c 
So ſpake th' apoſtate angel, though in pain, 125 
Vaunting aloud, but rack'd with deep deſpair : 
And him thus anſwer'd ſoon his bold compeer. 
O Prince, O chief of many throned powers, 
That led th* embattled Seraphim to war | 


Under thy conduct, and, in dreadful deeds 1 30 


Fearleſs, endanger'd heav'n's perpetual King, 
And put to proof his high ſupremacy, 
Whether upheld by ſtrength, or chance, or fate ; 


foe, who now triumphs over us, and reigning ſole, 
(i. c. alone,) in the exceſs of his joy, holds the tyranny 
of heaven. So the apoſtate angel ſpake, though in 
pain, (125) vaunting aloud, but racked with deep de- 


ſpair; and his bold compeer ſoon anſwered him thus: 
O prince, O chief of many throned powers, that led 


the embattled ſeraphim to war under thy conduct, and 


who, fearleſs in dreadful deeds (130), endangered 


heaven's perpetual King, and put his high ſupremacy 8 


to proof, whether it was upheld by ſtrength, or chance, 
Verſe 129. Seraphim, a Hebrew word, from the root /c- 
raph, ſignifies to burn, or be in a flame. Seraphim is 


the plural of feraph, as cherubim is the plural of cherub; | 


therefore (s) ought not to be added, as it commonly is by 


* 


our tranſlators. The ſeraphim are che higheſt order of 


angels, and the cherubim next in order to them. 


32 PARADISE LOST. | Book 1, 


Too well I 0 and rue the dire event; = ts 
That with ſad overthrow and foul defeat 135 
Hath loſt us heav'n, and all this mighty hoſt 

In horrible deſtruction laid thus low, 

As far as gods and heav'nly eſſences 

Can periſh : for the mind and ſp'rit remains 
Invincible, and vigour ſoon returns, 140 
Though all our glory? extinct, and happy Rate 
Here ſwallow'd up in endleſs miſery. 

But what if he our conqu'ror (whom I now- _ 
Of force believe almighty, ſince no leſs - 

a Than ſuch could have o 'crpower'd ſuch force as 
ours) . 
Have left us this our ſp'rit and ſtrength entire 146 
Strongly to ſuffer and ſupport 'our pains, 

f or fate; too well I now ſee, 8 rue the dire event, 
that with ſad overthrow and with foul defeat (135), 


hath loſt us heaven, and laid all this mighty hoſt thus low 


in horrible deſtruction, as far as gods and heavenly el- 
ſences can periſh ; For the mind and ſpirit remains in- 
vincible, and vigour ſoon returns, (149) though all our 


glory be now extinct, and our happy ſtate be ſwallowed 
up here in endleſs miſery. But what if he, our con- 


7 queror, (whom I now believe to be of almighty force, 


fince no leſs than ſuch force could have overpowered 
ſuch force as ours,) (145) I fay, what if he may have 
left us this our ſpirit and ſtrength entire, in order to 
ſuffer Rrongly and to ſupport our — that we e may ſo 
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That we may ſo ſuffice his vengeful ire; 

Or do him mightier ſervice as his thralls, 

By right of war, whate'er his buſineſs be 150 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, 
Or do his errands in the gloomy deep; 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminiſb'd, or eternal being | 

| To undergo eternal puniſhment ? b Bi 


Whereto with ſpeedy words th* arch. fiend reply d. 


Fäall'n Cherub, to be weak is miſerable 
Doing or ſuffering: but of this be lure, 
To do aught good never will be our taſk, 
But ever to do ill our ſole delight, 160 
As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we reſiſt. If chen his providence 


much the more, 88 his 8 ire, or do him 


mightier ſervice (150) by right of war, as his thralls, 
whatever his buſineſs may be with us, whether to work 


in fire here in the heart of hell, or to do his errands in 
the gloomy deep; what can it-avail, then, though we 
yet feel undiminiſhed itrength, or that we have eternal 


being to undergo eternal puniſhment ? (155) Whereto, 


(that is, to which ſpeech) the arch-fiend replied with 
ſpeedy words: Fallen Cherub, it is miſerable to be 


weak whether doing or ſuffering: But be ſure of this, 
that it will never be our taſk to do aught good, but our 


ſole delight will be ever to do evil (160), as being the 


contrary to his high will whom we reſiſt. If then his 
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34 PARADISE LOST. Book I. 
Out of our evil ſeek to bring forth good, 


Our labour aa de to pervert that end, 

And out of good ſt M to find means of evil; 165 
Which oft-tires may ſucceed, ſo as perhaps | 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diſturb 


His inmoſt counſels from their deſtin'd aim. 
But ſee the angry victor hath recall'd_ 

His miniſters of vengeance and — e 
Back to the gates of heav'n: the ſulphurous hail 
Shot after us in ſtorm, o' erblown, hath laid 


= 


The fiery ſurge, that from the precipice 


Of heav'n receiv'd us falling; and the thunder 
Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175 
Perhaps hath ſpent his ſhafts, and ceaſes now 


providence ſeek to bring forth good out of our evil, our 
labour muſt be to pervert that end, and ſtill to find 
means of evil out of good, (165) which oft-times.may 
ſucceed, ſo as perhaps ſhall grieve him, if I fail not, 


IR and diſturb his inmoſt counſels from their deſtined aim. 


But fee, the angry victor hath recalled his miniſters of 
vengeance and purſuit (170) back to the gates of heaven; 
and the ſulphurous hail that was ſhot after us in ſtorm, 
being over-blown, hath laid the fiery ſurge, that re- 
ceived us falling from the precipice of heaven; and the 
thunder, winged with red lightning andi impetuous rage, 
perhaps hath en his ſhafts, and ceaſes now to bellow 


. Verſe x 76. Perla hath front his ſrafis,—This proſopeia 
is highly poetical and rhetorical; were we to ſubſtitute 7 


— 
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To bellow through the vaſt and boundleſs deep. 
Let us not lip th? occaſion, whether ſcorn, 

Or ſatiate fury yield it from our foe. 

Seeſt thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 180 
The ſeat of deſolation, void of light, 


dave what the glimmering of theſe livid flames 
Caſts pale and dreadful? Thither let us tend 
From off the toſſing of theſe fiery waves; 


There reſt, if any reſt can harbour there; 185 
And re-aſſembling our afflicted powers, 
Conſult how we may hencetorth moſt offend 

Our enemy, our own loſs how repair, 

How overcome this dire calamity, . 


through the vaſt and boundleſs deep. Let us not ſlip 
the occaſion, whether our foe yield it from ſcorn or - 
from ſatiate fury. Seeſt thou yon dreary plain, for- 
lorn and wild (180), the ſeat of deſolation, void of light, 
ſave what the glimmering of theſe hvid : flames caſts 
pale and dreadful? Let us tend thither from off the toſ- 
fing of theſe fiery waves; there let us reſt, if any reſt 
can harbour there (185); and, re- aſſembling our afflicted 
powers, let us conſult how we may henceforth moſt 
offend our enemy, and how we may repair our own 
loſs; how we may overcome this dire calamity, and 


by” 
\ 


for his, we would deſtroy the image, and reduce the paſ- 
ſage to a level with mere proſe and common diſcourſe, 
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many a rood, as huge in bulk as thoſe whom the fables 


born, that warred on Jove, or Briareus, or Typhon, 
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| X geon.' He had an hundred arms and fifty Ren: and 


licia, which was not far from Tarſus, the ee of 
that country. * | 


36 PARADISE LOST. Book 1. 


What reinforcement we may gain from hope, 190 


I none, what reſolution from deſpair. 


Thus Satan talking to his neareſt mate 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That ſparkling blaz'd, his other parts beſides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large 19 5 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 

As whom the fables name of monſtrous ſize, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareus or Typhon, whom the den 


what reinforcement we may gain from hope (190); if 


none, what reſolution we may gain from defpair, Thus 1 
was Satan talking to his neareſt mate, with his head g 
uplift above the wave, and his eyes that ſparkling | 
blazed, all his other parts beſides being prone on the 
flood, extended long and large (195), and lay floating 


name of monſtrous ſize, ſuch as Titanian or Earth- 


Verſe 199, Briareus is à fabulous giant of great anti- 
quity, he was called Briareus by the gods, and by men 


was the ſon of Titan and Terra. 

Typhon, another great giant, the ſon of Terra and 
Tartarus. Heſiod gives him an hundred ſerpents heads. 
Homer ſays he had his den in Arima a mountain in Ci- 
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By ancient Tarſus held, or that ſea-beaſt 200 
Leviathan, which God of all his works | 
Created hugeſt that ſwim th' ocean- ſtream: 
Him haply ſlumb'ring on the Norway foam 
The pilot of ſome ſmall night-founder'd ſkiff 
Deeming ſome iſland, oft, as ſeamen tell, 205 
With fixed anchor in his ſcaly rind 
Moors by his ſide under the lee, while night | 
Inveſts the ſea, and wiſhed morn delays : ORs 
So ſtretch*d out huge in length the arch-fiend lay 


whom the den by antient Tarſus held, or as that ſea- 
beaſt Leviathan (200), which God created the hugeſt 


of all his works that ſwim the ocean-ſtream : The pilot | 


of ſome ſmall night-foundered ſkiff, deeming him ſome 
iſland, while haply flumbering on the Norway foam, 
oft, as ſeamen tell (205), moors by his ſide under the 
lee, with anchor fixed in his ſcaly rind, while night in- 
veſts the ſea, and wiſhed morn delays approach: So 


the arch-fiend lay ſtretched out in huge length, and | 


Leviathan, is a great fiſh, ſome interpreters take it to 
be the whale; and ſo our poet underſtands it here; for 
there are no crocodiles on the coaſt of Norway. Pontop- 
pidan, in his hiſtory of Norway, ſpeaks of a huge fiſh in 
the northern ſeas, which he takes to be Leviathan. But 
this is contrary to Bochart's opinion, who takes it to be 


the crocodile, and which agrees with Job's deſcription of 


Leviathan. In a figurative ſenſe, Leviathan is taken for 
Satan, the old Ar or infernal dragon. _ 
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38 


Chain'd on the burning lake: nor eventhence 210 
Had ris'n, or heav'd his head, but that the will 


And high permiſſion of all- ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark deſigns; 
That with reiterated crimes he might 


Heap on himſelf damnation, while he ſought 215 
Evil to others; and enrag'd might ſee 


How all his malice ſerv'd but to bring forth 


Infinite goodneſs, grace and mercy ſhown 


On man by him ſeduc'd ; but on himſelf 


Treble confulion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 220 


Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 


His mighty ſtature ; on each hand the flames 


Driv'n backward lope t their r pointing ſpires, and 


rolPd 


In billows, leave i“ th' midſt a horrid vale. , 


2” TIPS 


chained on the burning lake; nor had ever riſen thence 


(210), or heaved his head, but that the will and high 


- permiſſion of all-ruling heaven left him at large to his 
own dark deſigns; that he might heap damnation on 
" himſelf with reiterated crimes, while he ſought (215) evil 
to others; and, enraged, might ſee how all his malice - 
ſerved but to bring forth infinite goodneſs, and grace, 
and mercy, ſhown on man ſeduced by him; but ſee . 


treble confuſion, wrath, and vengeance poured on him- 
ſelf (220). He forthwith rears his mighty ſtature up- 
right; the flames being driven backward on each hand, 
flope their pointing ſpires, and, being rolled in billows, 
leave a n vale in the midſt. Then he ſteers his 
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Then with expanded wings he ſteers his flight 225 
Aloft, incumbent on the duſky air, 

That felt unuſual weight ; ; till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 
With folid, as the lake with liquid fire; 

And ſuch appear*d in hue, as when the his 230 
Of ſubterranean wind tranſports a hill 

Torn from Pelorus, or the ſhatter'd ſide 

Of thund' ring Etna, whoſe combuſtible 

And fuel'd intrails thence conceiving fire, 


\ ; — 


flight (225) aloft with expanded wings incumbent on 

the duſky air,. that felt unuſual weight ; till he lights 

on dry land, if it were land that for ever burned with 

- ſolid fire, as the lake burned with liquid fire; and ap- 
peared ſuch in its hue, as when the force (230) of ſub- 
terranean winds tranſports a hill torn from Pelorus, or 
from the ſhattered fide of thundering Ætna, whoſe 
combuſtible and fueled intrails conceiving fire thence, 


Verſe 232. Pelorus is one of the three noted promon- 
l tories in the iſland of Sicily, not far from mount Atna, 
Its ſituation expoſes it very much to bluſtering winds, It 
is now called the Faro de Meſſina, and is divided from J- 
1 : taly by a narrow ſea, about three Italian miles over. 
Etna is a mountain in Sicily which burns continually, 
and caſts out flames, aſhes, and ſtones. Its crater, or hole 
5 in the top, was in compaſs 20 furlongs. Here Jupiter 

1 þ lodged the giants, after he had ſtruck them with thunder. 
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Sublim'd with mineral fury, ak the FI 235 


And leave a ſinged bottom all involv'd 


With ſtench and ſmoke: ſuch reſting found che ſole 


Of unbleſs'd feet. Him follow'd his next mate, 


Both glorying to have *ſcap'd the Stygian flood 
As gods, and by their own recover'd ſtrength, 240 
Not by the ſufferance of ſupernal power. 

Is this the region, this the ſoil, the clime, 
Said then the loſt arch- angel, this the ſeat 


That we muſt change for heav'n, this mournful 


gloom 


For that celeſtial light? Be? it ſo, ſince "oY 24 5 


Who now is ſoy'reign can diſpoſe and bid 
What ſhall be right: fartheſt from him i is beſt, 


(i. e. from that cauſe), and being ſublimed with 'mine- | 


ral fury, aid the winds (235), and leave a ſinged bot- 
tom all involved with ſtench and ſmoke: Such a reſt- 
ing place found the ſole of his unbleſſed feet. His 
next mate followed him, both of them glorying to have 
eſcaped the Stygian flood as gods, and that top by their 


own recovered ſtrength (240), and not by the ſufferance 


of ſupernal power. The loſt arch- angel then ſaid, Is 
this the region, this the ſoil, this the clime, this the ſeat 


that we muſt change for heaven? muſt we exchange | 


that celeſtial light for this mournful gloom ? Be it ſo, | 
fince he (245) who now is ſovereign can diſpoſe as he 
pleaſes, and bid what ſhall be right : It is .beſt to be 


fartheſt from him whom reaſon hath equalled with us, | 
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Whom reason hath equall'd, _ hath made 


ſupreme 


Above his equals . Farewell 3 fields, 


Where joy for ever dwells: hail horrors ! hail 2 50 
Infernal world! and thou, profoundeſt hell, 


Receive thy new poſſeſſor; one who brings 


A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 


The mind is its own place, and in itſelf 


Can make a heav*n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 255 


What matter where, if I be ſtill the ſame, 


And what I ſhould be, all but leſs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater? Here at leaſt 


We ſhall be free; th* Almighty hath not. built 


Here for his envy, will not drive us hence: 260 
Here we may reign ſecure, and, in my choice, 


al whom force hath made ſupreme above his equals. 
Farewell happy fields, where joy for ever dwells ! hail 


| horrors (250) ! hail infernal world! and thou, pro- 
foundeſt hell, receive thy new poſſeſſor ; one who brings 


a mind not to be changed by place or time. The 
mind is its own place, and can make in itſelf a heaven 
of hell, and can make in itſelf a hell of heaven (255). 
What matters it where I be, if I be {till the ſame, and 
what 1 ſhould be, if I be but only leſs than he whom 


thunder hath made greater than all? Here we ſhall be 
free at leaſt; the Almighty hath not built here for his 


envy, he will not drive us hence (260) : Here 
we may reign ſecure, and, in my- choice, to reign, 


P 
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To reign is worth ambition, though in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
Th' aſſociates and copartners of our loſs, 265 
Lie thus aſtoniſh'd on th oblivious pool, | 
And call them not ta ſhare with us their part 
In this.unhappy manſion, or once more 
Witt railied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain'd in heav'n, or what more loſt in hell? 270 
So Satan ſpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anſwer'd. Leader of thoſe armies bright, 
Which but th Omnipotent none could have foil'd, 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieſt pledge 
| Ot 158850 in fears and ee heard ſo oft 27S 


„ 


| 8 in hell, is worth abi. It is better to reign 
in hell, than to ſerve in heaven. | But wherefore, then, 
do we let o our faithful friends, who 2 are the afſociates and 


£1 FX 3 


the vine pool; and wherefbre 2 we not call Fay 
to ſhare with us their part in this unhappy manſion, 
or to try with us once more, with rallied arms, what 
may be yet regained in heaven, or what may be more 
loſt in hell (270)? 80 Satan ſpake, and BeElzebub 
thus anſwered him : Leader of thoſe bright armies, 
which none could have toiled but the Omnipotent; if 
once they hear that voice, which is their Iivelieſt pledge 
of PSs both in fears ba? Gs 2965s and ww they 
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In worſt extremes, and on the perilous edge 

Of battle when it rag'd, in all aſſaults 

Their ſureſt ſignal, they will ſoon reſume 

New courage and revive, though now they lie 
Groveling and proſtrate on yon lake of fire, 280 
As'we erewhile, aſtounded and amaz'd, 

No wonder, fall'n ſuch a pernicious height. 

le ſcarce had ceas'd when the ſuperior fiend. 
Was moving tow'rd the ſhore ; his pond*rousthield, 

Ethereal temper, maſly, large and round, 28 255 

Behind him caſt; the broad circumference 

Hung on his ſhoulders like the moon, whoſe orb 


8 Through optie glaſs the Tuſcan artiſt views 


have ls ſo oft (27 5) in worſt extremes, and on the 
perilous edge of battle when it raged, and which was 
their ſureſt ſignal in all aſſaults, they will ſoon reſume 
new courage and revive, though now they lie groveling 
and proſtrate on yon lake of fire (280), as we two did 
erewhile aſtounded and amazed, and no wonder ! ha- 
ving fallen from fuch a pernicious height. He had 
ſcarce ceaſed, when the ſuperior fiend was moving to- 
ward the ſhore; his ponderous ſhield, made of ethereal 
temper, and maſſy, large, and round, (29 5) was caſt be- 
hind him; the broad circumference hung on his ſhoul- 
ders like the moon, whole orb the Tuſcan artiſt views 
through optic glaſs at evening from the top of Felicle, 


| Verſe 288. The Tuſcan artiſt here alluded to is 
Galileo, a famous aſtronomer, born at Florence anno 1563. 


Y 


44 PARADISE LOST. Bock I. 


At evening from the top of Feſolé, | 
Or in Valdarno, to deſcry new lands, 290 
Rivers or mountains in her ſpotty globe. 

His ſpear, to equal which the talleſt pine 

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the maſt 

Of ſome great ammiral, were but a wand, 

He walk' d with to ſupport uneaſy ſteps 295 
Over the burning marle, (not like thoſe ſteps 
On heav'ns azure), and the torrid clime © 
Smote on him ſore beſides, vaulted with fire. 
Nathleſs he ſo endur'd, till on the beach _ 
Of that inflamed ſea he ſtood, and calbd 30e 


or in Valdarno, in order to deſery new lands, (290) rivers, 
or mountains in her ſpotty globe. He walked with 
his ſpear, (to equal which, the talleſt pine hewn on 
Norwegian hills, to be the maſt of ſome great ammiral, 


were but a wand,) to ſupport uneaſy; Reps (295) over 


the burning marle, (not ike: thoſe ſteps on heaven's 2 


zure,) and beſides, the torrid clime, vaulted with fire, 
ſmote ſore upon him. Nathleſs (nevertheleſs) he en- 


dured ſo, till he ſtood on the beach of that inflamed 
ſea, and called his legions (300), all angel- forms; who 


And Feſolẽ (the antient Feſulae) which ſtands on a hill, 
and Valdarno, or the vale through which the river Arno 
flows, were nigh to Florence, 
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His legions, angel - forms; who lay intranc'd 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ſtrow the brooks 

In Vallombroſa, where th' Etrurian ſhades 

| High over-arch'd imbow'r; or ſcatter'd ſedge 

Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 3og 

Hath vex'd the Red-ſea coaſt, whoſd waves 0'er- 
threw 7 | TR 

Buſiris and his Memphian chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they purſu'd 


. 


lay intranced as thick as autumnal leaves that ſtrow the 
brooks in Vallombroſa, where the Etrurian "ſhades 
high over-arched imbower ; or as ſcattered ſedge afloat, 
when Orion, armed (305) with fierce winds, hath vexed 
the coſt of the Red-ſea, whoſe waves overthrew Buſiris 
and his Memphian chivalry, while they purſued the ſo- 


Verſe 303. Vallombreſe ſignifies a ſhady vale; a valley 


in which a great number of trees grew. It is ſuppoſed, 
that Milton, during his ſtay at Florence in Italy, took 


much notice of thoſe places which he has ſo judiciouſly 


introduced into his poem. 
Verſe 305. Orion is a remarkable conſtellation in che 
ſouthern hemiſphere, conſiſting of eighty ſtars. Aſtrono- 
mers have obſerved, that, when he riſes or ſets, the wea- 
ther is very tempeſtuous and wet. 


Verſe 307. Milton here, without any foundation, ſup- 


Poſes Buſiris to be the name of the King of Egypt who 


"© 2.4. 
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The ſojourners of Goſhen, who beheld 
From the ſafe ſhore their floating carcaſes 310 
And broken chariot-wheels : ſo thick aſs 
Abject and loſt lay theſe, covering the flood, 
| | Under amazement of their hideous change. 
Fg He call'd ſo loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of hell reſounded. Princes, potentates, 1915 


Warriors, the ſlow'r of heav'n, once yours, now 


loſt, 
If ſuch 3 as PEN can fine 
Eternal ſpirits; or have ye chos'n this. place, 
journers of Goſhen, with perfidious hatred, who, from 
the ſafe ſhore, beheld their floating carcaſes (310) and 
broken chariot- wheels: 80 thick beſtrown, abject and 
loſt lay theſe angel · ſorms, covering the flood, and un- 


Princes, potentates (315), warriors, the flower of heaven, 
which was once yours, but now loſt, tell me if ſuch a- 
ſtoniſhment as this can ſeize eternal ſpirits; or have ye 


was drowned in the Red-ſea when he purſued the Iſraelites. 
It is very uncertain what the proper name of that Pha- 
raoh was who was thus overthrown. Pharaoh lignifies King, 
in-the Egyptian language; and though it is certain that 
all the Kings of Egypt, from Mineus the firſt founder of 
Memphis, to Solomon's days, (for the ſpace of 1300 years), 
had proper names beſides that of Pharaoh, which was the 
title of cheir office; yet theſe proper names have never 
been nn aſcertained; 


CY 


der amazement of their hideous change. He called ſo 
loud, that all the hollow deep of hell reſounded. 
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| After the toil of battle, to repoſe 

Your wearied virtue, for the eaſe you find ' 320 
To ſlumber here, as in the vales of heaven ? 

Or in this abje& poſture: have ye ſworn +. 

T' adore the conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling | in the flood 

With ſcatter*d arms and enſigns, till anon 325 
His ſwift purſuers from heav'n- gates diſcern 

Th' advantage, and deſcending tread us down 


Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts » 


Transfix us to the bottom of this gulph. 


Awake, ariſe, or be for ever fall'n. 330 
They heard, and were abaſh'd, and up _— 
ſprung. 0 


Upon the uy: ; as when n men wan on o watch. 


> 


choſen this place to repoſe your wearied virtue in, af- 
ter the toil. of battle, for the eaſe you find (320) to 
ſlumber here, as- it were in the vales of heaven? Or 
have ye ſworn to adore the conqueror in this abject 
poſture ? who now beholds cherub and ſeraph rolling 
in the flood with ſcattered arms and enſigns, till anon 
his ſwiſt purſuers diſcern the advantage from heaven- 
gates (32 5), and, deſcending, tread us down thus 
| drooping, or transfix us to the bottom of this gulf with 
linked thunder-bolts. Awake, ariſe, or be for ever 


fallen (330). They heard, and were abaſhed, and 
they ſprung up upon the wing; as when men who are 


/ 
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On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 

Rouſe and beſtir themſelves ere well awake. 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight : 

In which they were, or the fierce 9 55 not 335 
Wo 

Yet to chen general's voice they ſoon obeyd 

Innumerable. As when the potent rod 


Of Amram's ſon, in Egypt's evil day, | 
Wav'd round the coaſt, upcall'dapitchy cloud 340 | 
Of locuſts, warping,” on the eaſtern wind, 


wont to wah on duty, are found fleeping by thoſe 
whom they dread, rouſe and beſtir themſelves ere well 
awake, Nor did they not perceive the evil plight in 
which they were, or not feel the fierce pains (335); 
yet their general's voice they ſoon obeyed innume- 

rable. As when the potent rod of Amram's ton, 
 wav'd round the coaſt, in Egypt's evil day, and called 
up a pitchy cloud (340) of locuſts, warping on che 


Verſes 334. and 335. | Nor did they not 3 Kc. In 
the Engliſh language, two negatives deltroy one another, 
and are equivalent to an affirmative : So that the meaning 
is, They did perceive the evil. plight i in which they were, 
and they did feel the fierce pains. _ 

Verſe 336. By leaving out (to) the conſtruRion be- 
comes Engliſh. PEA 

Verſe 339. Amram, of 3 hs of Levi, was the [i 
ther of Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam. See Exod: vi. 20. 


% 
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That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile: 
So numberleſs were thoſe bad angels ſeen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of hell, 24 5 


*'Twixt upper, nether, and ſurrounding fires; 


Till, as a ſignal giv'n, th? uplifted ſpear 
Of their great ſultan waving to direct 


Their courſe, in even balance down they light Fa 


On the firm brimſtone, and fill all the plain; 350 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to paſs 


eaſtern wind, that hung like night over the realm of 


| impious Pharaoh, and darkened all the land of Nile: 


ſo numberleſs were thoſe bad angels ſeen hovering on 
the wing under the cope of hell (345), betwixt upper, 
and betwixt nether, and ſurrounding fires ; till, as a ſig- 


nal given, the ſpear of their great Sultan being up- 


lifted and waving to direct their courſe, they light 
down in even balance on the firm brimſtone, and fill 


all the plain (350); a multitude, like which the popu- 


lous north never poured from her frozen loins, to paſs 


% 


Verſe 348. Sultan, or Soldan, ſaid to be a Perſic or 
Arabic word, ſignifying a King, Prince, or Lord, is the 
title of the Grand Seignior, or Emperor of the Turks, 
which title was introduced in the tenth century. | 
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Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous ſons 
Came like a deluge on the ſouth, and ſpread = 
Beneath Gibraltar: to the Libyan ſands. 355 
Forthwith from every ſquadron and each band 
The heads and- leaders thither haſte where ſtood 
Their great commander; godlike ſhapes and forms 
Excelling human, princely dignities, 
And pow'rs that erſt in heaven fat on thrones; 3 360 
Though of their names in heav'nly records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and ras'd 

By their rebellion from the books of life. | 
Nor had they yet among the ſons of Eve 364 


the Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous ſons 
came like a deluge on the ſouth, and ſpread beneath 
Gibraltar to the Lybian ſands (355). Forthwith the 
heads and leaders, from every ſquadron and each band, | 
haſte thither where their great commander ſtood ; they 
had god-like ſhapes, and forms excelling human forms ; 5 
they were princely dignities, and powers that erſt fat 
on thrones in heaven (360) 3 ; though now there be no 


memorial of their names in heavenly records, having 
been blotted out and raſed from the books of life by 


their rebelljion. Nor had they got to themſelves new 


Verſe 353. Rhone and Danaw, are two rivers of Ger- 
many; Milton here follows the German orthography : 
For we have long written Rhine and Danube. 


— 
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Got them new names, till wand'ring o'er the earth, 
Through God's high ſufferance for the trial of man, 
By falſities and lies the greateſt part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forſake 
God their Creator, and th? inviſible TP 
Glory of him that made them to transform 370 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And devils to adore for deities : | 
Then were they known to men by various us namłs, 
And variousidols through the Heathen world. 375 

Say, Muſe, their names then known, who firit, 
who laſt, : 

| Rous'd from the ſlumber, on that fiery couch, 
At their great emp'ror's call, as next in worth 


names as yet among the ſons of Eve; till, by wandering 
over the earth (365), through God's high ſufferance, 
for the trial of man, they corrupted the greateſt part of 
mankind, by falſities and lies, to forſake God their 
creator, and oft to transform the inviſible glory of him 
that made them (370) to the image of a brute, and to 
adore devils for deities, adorned with gay religions, and 
full of pomp and gold: Then they were known to men 


by various names, and by various idols through the 


- heathen world (375). Say, i. e. relate, O muſe, their 

names then known, who firſt rouſed, and who laſt 
rouſed from the ſlumber, on that fiery couch, at their 
| great Emperor's call, and as they were next to him in 


/ 
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Came ſingly where he ſtood on the bare ſtrand, 
While the promiſcuous croud ſtood yet aloof. 380 


The chief were thoſe who from the pit of hell 
Roaming to ſeek their prey on earth, durſt fix 


Their ſeats long after next the ſeat of God, 


Their altars by his altar, gods ador'd 


Among the nations round, and durſt abide 385 


Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd 
Within his ſanctuary itſelf their ſhrines, 


- Abominations z and with curſed things 


His holy rites and ſolemn feaſts profan'd, 390 


And with their darkneſs durſt aftront his light. 


Firſt, Moloch, horrid king, beſmear'd with blood, 


1 came ani XI ous, he flood on the bare ſtrand, 
while the promiſcuous crowd ſtood yet aloof ( 380). 


The chief of whom were thoſe, who, roaming to ſeek 


their prey on earth, durſt, long after, fix their ſeats 


next the ſeat of God, and their altars by his altar; and 
were adored as gods among the. nations round, and 
durſt abide (385) Jehovah thundering out of Sion, and 


throned between the cherubim; yea, they often placed 


their ſhrines, | all of them abominations, within his 


ſanctuary itſelf; and profaned his holy rites and ſolemn | 


feaſts with curſed things, and durſt affront his light 


with their darkneſs (390). Moloch was the firſt, a 


Verſe 392. Moloch or Molech, ſee Levit, xx. 3. and A- 


mos v. 26. was properly the god of the Ammonites. This 
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Of human faction) and parents tears, 


Though for the noiſe of drums and timbrels loud 


| Their children s cries e that pals'd — 
fire 
To his grim idol, Him the Ammonite 396 
| Worſhipp'd in Rabba and her watry plain, 
horrid King, beſmeared with the blood of human fa- 
crifice, and with the tears of parents, though their 
childrens cries that paſſed through fire to his grim idol 
were unheard for the noiſe of drums and loud timbrels 


(395). The Ammonite worſhipped him in Rabba and. 


in her watery plain, alſo in Argob and in Baſan, even 


word ſignifies a Eing, but whether the Sun or Saturn, was 
meant by it, commentators are not agreed. The Rab- 
bins repreſent this idol by a vaſt hollow image of braſs, | 
in which thoſe children who were offered to Moloch, were 
ſcorched to death by a fire made under it for that purpoſe. 
The.Jews worſhipped this idol in the valley of the ſons of 
Hinnom. See Jer. xvii. 31. called alſo Tophet, which ſigni- 
fics a drum; loud muſic being ſounded there, that the cries 
of the children might not be heard by their. parents. 


| Verſe 397. . Rabba, ſpelt in the Bible Rabbah, and Rab- 


bath, ſee Dent: 1 iii. 11. and 2. Sam. xii. 26. was ſituated near : 


the ſource of the river Arnon: Its name was changed to 
Philadelphia, about 200 years before the birth of Chriſt. 


It was once a famous city, and capital of the Ammonites 
in Moſes” 8 time. | 
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54 PARADISE LOST. Bock J. 
In Argob and in Baſan, to the ſtream 
Of utmoſt Arnon. Nor content with ſuch 


Audacious neighbourhood, the wiſeſt heart 400 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againſt the temple” of God 

On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove 
The pleaſant valley* of Hinnom, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 405 
Next Chemos, th* obſcene dread of Moab's ſons, 


to the utmoſt ſtream of Arnon. Nor content with ſuch 
audacious neighbourhood (400), he led the wiſeſt heart 
of Solomon by fraud to build his temple right againſt 
the temple of God, on that opprobrious hill, and made 
the pleaſant valley of Hinnom his grove, thence called 
 Tophet and black Gehenna, the type of hell (405). 
Next came N who was the obſcene dread of 


; Baſan, or Baſhay, is all that eekinwy beyond erde 
that was given to the half tribe of Manaſſeh, and lay north 
of the tribe of Reuben and Gad, extending as far as mount 
Hermon. See Deut. iii. 1. &c. ö 
Verſe 406. Chemos, or, as it is ſpelled, Chemaſh, in the 
Bible. See 1. Kings, xi. 33. was the god of the Moabites 
and Amorites. See Judges, xi. 24. It does not appear that 
the Iſraelites worſhipped Chemoſh, till Solomon built an 
high place for him on the mount of Corruption, ii. Kings 
xxiii. 13. Which Milton calls the Opprobrious Hill, and the 
Hill of Scandal, and the Offenſive Mountain ; for the He- 
brew word Maſhchith ſignifies corruption, = "ig or ſcan- 
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From Araor to Nebo, and the wild 
Of ſouthmoſt Abarim; in Heſebon 


And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 


The flow? ry dale of Sibma, clad with vines, 41 
And Eleale, to th* Aſphaltic pool. 
Peor his other name, when he entic'd 


Ifrael in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 
To do him wanton rites, which coſt them woe. 


Moab's ſons, all the way from Aroar to Nebo, and the 
wild of ſouthmoſt Abarim ; alſo in Heſebon and Horo- 
naim, Seon's realm, beyond the flowery dale of Sibma, 
which is clad with vines (410), and Eleile, even to 
the Aſphaltic pool. Peor was his other name, when 
be enticed Iſrael in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 


to do him wanton rites, which colt them woe. Let 


dal. Our poet here makes Chemoſh to be the ſame with 
Baal-Peor, to whom the Iſraelites joined themſelves while 
they abode in Shittim, Numb. xzv. 1 ; but about this com- 
mentators are not agreed; ſome taking Chemoſh for the 
Sun, others for Bacchus, others for Thammuz, or the 

Adonis of the Aſſyrians; by which, Macrobius fays, is 
meant the Sun. Seon and Heſebon are written in the Bible 
Sihon and Heſhbon. The vines of the ſtrong city of Sib- 
nia are mentioned by the prophet Iſaiah, xvi. 8. 

Verſe 411. The Aſphaltic pool, or lake, is called in Geneſis 

xv. 3, the Salt Sea, which is bounded on the north by the 
large plains of Jericho. It is ſuppoſed to have been turn- 
d from a pleaſant plain into a diſmal lake, at the deftruc- 


— ———— 
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Yet thence his luſtful orgies he enlarg'd ; 41 'E 


Ev'n to that hill of ſcandal, by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide ; luſt hard by. hate ; 


Till good Joſiah drove them thence to hell. 


With theſe came they, ho from the bord'ring flood 
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 420 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Bailim and Aſhtaroth; thoſe male, | 
Theſe feminine. For ſpirits when they pleaſe 
Can either ſex aſſume, or both; ſo ſoft» 
And uncompounded is their eſſence pure; 425 


b he enlarged his luſtful orgies thence (415) even to that 
Hill of ſcandal, by the grove of Moloch, that vile homi- 
cide; luſt being hard by hate; till good Joſiah drove 


them thence to hell. With theſe came they who had 
general names of Bailim and Aſhtaroth from the bor- 


dering flood. of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 


(420) Egypt from Syrian ground; thoſe (of Baiilim) | 
being male, theſe (of Aſhtaroth), being feminine: For 
ſpirits, when they pleaſe, can aſſume either ſex, or 
they can aſſume both ſexes; their pure eſſence is ſo ſoft 


tion of 88 5 Gomorrah, Which ſtood there. Jo- 


ſephus ſays it is about 37 miles from Jeruſalem; and San- 
dys ſays it nonritheth no living creature, and is ſo extreme- 


Iyx ſalt, at whatever is thrown into it does not eaſily 


ſink. It is 70 miles in length and 16 in breadth, into 


which the river Jordan runs, and is there loſt, without 
any apparent increaſe to the lake. 


j 
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Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb, _ 
Nor founded on the brittle ſtrength of bones, 


Like cumbrous fleſh ; but in what ſhape they chuſe, 


Dilated or e bright or obſcure, | 
Can execute their airy purpoſes, 430 


And works of love or enmity fulfil. 


For thoſe the race of Iſrael oft forſook 

Their living ſtrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down | 
To beſtial gods; for which their heads as low 435 
Bow'd down in battle, funk before the ſpear 

Of deſpicable foes. With theſe in troop | 
Came Aſtoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 
Aſtarte, queen of heav'n, with creſcent horns 4 


and uncompounded (425), being not tied or manacled 
with joint or limb, nor founded on the brittle ſtrength 
of bones, like cumbrous fleſh, but they can execute 


their airy purpoſes, and fulfil works of love or enmity in 


what ſhape they chuſe, whether it be dilated or con- 
denſed, or bright or obſcure (430). The race of Iſrael 
' oft forſook their living ſtrength, for thoſe wicked ſpirits, 
and bowing lowly down to beſtial gods, left his-righ- 
| teous altar unfrequented ; for which crime, their heads 


being bowed down as low in battle (435), they ſunk 


before the ſpear of deſpicable foes. Aſtoreth came 


with theſe in troop, whom the Phoenicians called A- 


ſtarte, the queen of heaven, with creſcent horns; to 


H 
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To whoſe bright i mage nightly by the moon 440 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and ſongs ; 
In Sion alſo not unſung, where ſtood 

Her temple on th' offenſive mountain, built 

| By that uxorious king, whoſe heart, though large, 
Beguil'd by fair idolatreſſes fell 445 
Fo idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, - 


whoſe bright image the Sidonian virgins paid their 
vows and ſongs nightly by the moon (449) ; this god- 
deſs is alſo not unſung in Sion, upon the offenſive 
mountain where her temple ſtood, which was built by 
that uxorious King (Solomon) whoſe heart, though 
large, being beguiled by fair idolatreſſes, fell to foul 
idols (445). Thammuz came next behind, whoſe an- 


Verſe 446. Thammuz, or Tammuz, is ſuppoſed to be the 
ſame with the Greek Adonis, or rather Ofiris, in whoſe 
honour the Adonian feaſts were kept. He was the ſon of 
a Cynaras, King of Cyprus, by his own daughter Myrrha; 
1 alAͤ2k2vzuud ſo very beautiful, chat he was feigned to be the mi- 
| nion of Venus. He was ſtruck by a boar's tuſks on mount 
Lebanon, and died in the bloom of his youth, much la- 
mented by his miſtreſs, and was turned by her into a 

flower of his name of a purple colour. Virgil intimates 

that he was a ſhepherd ; Orpheus, in his hymns, and at- 
| : ter him Macrobius, takes him for the ſun; others for ſeed | 
of corn. It is very probable chat Thammuz, Chemoſh, 
Baal- Peor, Ofiris, and Adonis, are only different names 
for the ſame falſe deity. The ſun was antiently wor- 


Bock I. PARADISE LOST. 59 


Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damſels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a ſummer's day; 

While ſmooth Adonis from his native rock 450 
Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppos'd with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-tale 
Infe&ed Sion's daughters with like heat, 

Whoſe wanton paſſions in the ſacred porch 
Ezekiel ſaw, when, by the viſion led, 455 - 
His eye ſurvey'd the dark idolatries 


nual wound in Lebanon, allured the Syrian damſels to 
lament his fate in amorous ditties all (a whole) ſummer's 
day ; while ſmooth Adonis, from his native rock (450) 
ran purple to the ſea, ſuppoſed with blood of Tham- 
muz being yearly "wounded : The. love - tale infected 
the daughters of Sion with like heat; whoſe wanton 
paſſions Ezekiel ſaw in the ſacred porch, when led by the 
viſion (45 5), his eye ſurveyed the dark idolatries of alie- 


ſhipped by many names, and ſo was the moon; particu- 
larly by that of Aſhtoreth or Aſtarte. Aſtarte (called in 

ſcripture Aſhtoreth, which denotes ſheep or flocks) was a 
goddeſs of the Sidonians and Aſfyrians, to whom Solo- 
mon, in complaifance' to one of his concubines, built an 
altar. Adonis, or rather Adonius, is a river flowing from 
mount Lebanon, whoſe ſtreams run bloody . on thoſe 
| days Adonis's feaſts were kept. 
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Of alienated Judah. Next came one 


Who mourn'd in earneſt, when the captive ark 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunſel edge, 460 


Where he fell flat, and ſham'd his worſhippers : 


Dagon his name, ſea-monſter, upward man 

And downward fiſh : yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coaſt _ 
Of Paleſtine, in Gath and Aſcalon, 465 
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier-bounds. 


nated Judah. Next came one who mourned in ear- 
neſt, when the captive ark maimed his brute image, 
his head and hands being lopt off in his own temple, - 
where he fell flat on the grunſel edge (460), and 


ſhamed his worſhippers : Dagon was his name, like a 


ſea-monſter, being upward like a man, and downward 


like a fiſh : Yet he had his temple reared high in Azo- 
' tus, and was dreaded through the coaft of Paleſtine, 


and in Gath, and in Aſcalon (465), and Accaron, and 
in the frontier bounds of Gaza: Rimmon followed 


' Verſe 464. The five principal cities of the Philiſtines, 
as they lay along the coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea from 
north to ſouth, were Gath, Ekron, Aſhdod, Aſcalon, and 
Gaza; our poet has Accaron and Azotus, (according to 
the Greek orthography), for Ekron and Aſhdod. The 


Philiſtines, 1 Sam. v. 3. worſhipped in Aſhdod an idol 


called Dagon ; which ſome derive from the Hebrew word 
Dag, which ſignifies a fiſh, as the upper parts of that idol 
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Him follow'd Rimmon, whoſe delightful ſeat 
Was fair Damaſcus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ſtreams. 

He allo *gainlt the houſe of God was bold: 470 
A leper once he loſt, and gain'd a king, 
Ahaz his ſottiſh conqu'ror, whom he drew 
God's altar to diſparage, and diſplace, 

For one of Syrian mode, e to burn 


him, obs delightful ſeat was fair D on the 
fertile banks of the rivers Abbana and Pharphar, both 
lucid ſtreams. ' He alſo was bold againſt the houſe of 
| God (470) : He once loſt a leper, and gained a King, 
namely Ahaz his ſottiſh conqueror, whom he drew o- 
ver to diſparage and diſplace God's altar for one of Sy- 
rian mode, whereon to burn his odious offerings, and 


were like a man, and the lower like a fiſh; but there is 
nothing in ſeripture that favours that deſcription. Others 
derive it from the Hebrew Dagon, ſignifying bread-corn, 
making him the deity of corn and tillage, like Ceres a- 
mongſt the antient Romans. K | 


. Verſe 467. Rimmon is the name of a Syrian idol, parti- 
| cularly worſhipped at Damaſcus, 2 Kings v. 18. Da- 
maſcus is perhaps the moſt antient city in the world that is 
now ſtanding, and retaining its firſt name: It was in being 
in Abraham's time, above 3600 years ago. Joſephus ſays 

it was built by Uz, the ſon of Sham, and grandſon of 
Noah. It is now the ſeat of a Turkiſh Baſhaw. | c 
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His odious offerings; and adore the gods 475 

Whom he had vanquiſh'd, After theſe appear'd 

A crew, who under nomes of old renown, 

Oſiris, Tis, Orus, and their train, 

With monſtrous ſhapes and ſorceries abus'd 
Fanatic Egypt, and her prieſts, to ſeek 480 
Their wan@®ring gods difgus*d in brutiſh forms 
Rather than human. Nor did Ifrael *ſcape 

Th' infection, when their borrow'd gold compos'd 


The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 


by 


to adore the gods whom he had vanquiſhed (475). Af. 
ter theſe appeared 2 crew, namely, Ofiris, Iſis, Orus, 
and their train, who, under theſe names of old renown, 
abuſed fanatic Egypt and her prieſts with monſtrous 


ſhapes and ſorceries, and ſeduced them to ſeek (480) 
their wandering gods diſguiſed in brutiſh forms rather 


than human forms. Nor did Ifrael eſcape the infec- 
tion, when they compoſed the calf in Oreb of their bor- 


Verſe 478. Ofiris, the ſon of Jupiter and Niobe; he is 
ſaid to have been one of the Kings of Egypt, and firſ 
taught the Egyptians huſbandry; and was famous for 
ſome other inventions and improvements. He was mur- 
dered by his brother Tryphon. His wife Io, afterwards 


called Iſis, found his body after a long ſearch, and buried 
it in the iſland Abatos; at which time a very large ox was 


| ſeen, which taking to be him, ſhe worſhipped under the 
name of Apis and Serapis. From this it is ſuppoſed the 
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Doubled that fin in Bethel and in Dan, 485 
Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 


| Jehovah, who in one night, when he paſs'd 


From Egypt marching, equall'd with one ftroke 
Both her firft-born and all her bleating gods. 


Belial came laſt, than whom a ſpꝰrit more lewd 490. 


Fell not from heaven, or more groſs to love 
Vice for itſelf: to him no temple ſtood 


Or altar ſmok'd ; yet who more oft than he 


| rowed gold; and the rebel King doubled that fin in Be- 


thel and in Dan (485), likening his maker Jehovah to 


the grazed ox; who, in one night, when he paſſed 


marching from Egypt, equalled with one ſtroke both 
her firſt-born and all her bleating gods. Belial came 


laſt, a ſpirit more lewd (490) than whom, or more groſs 


to love vice for itſelf, fell not from heaven; to him no 


temple ſtood or altar ſmoked ; yet who was more oft 


Jews learned the idolatrous worfhip of the golden calf 
made in the wilderneſs by Aaron, Exod. xxxii. and af- 


terwards ſet up by e in Dan and Bethel, 1 I 


Xii. 29. 


Verſe 490. Belial is not the name of any 0 idol, 
for Milton ſays, To him no temple ſtood, or altar ſmokd; 


but it rather denotes a wicked ungovernable ſpirit that 


rules in the hearts of vile abandoned people; Judges xix. 22. 
Thus the wicked ſons of Eli were called ſons of Belial, on 
account of the abominable « crimes which they committed 
in their ſacred office. ee bata 2 
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In temples and at altars, when the prieſt 

Turns atheiſt, as did Eli's ſons, who fill'd 495 
With luſt and violence the houſe of God? 

In courts and palaces he alſo reigns, | 

And in luxurious cities, where the noiſe 

Of riot aſcends above their loftieſt towers, 

And injury and outrage : and when night 50s 

Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 

Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 

Witneſs the ſtreets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hoſpitable door | 

Expos'd a matron, to avoid worſe rape. 505 
Theſe were the prime in order and in might; 

The reſt were long to tell, though far renown'd, 


in n temples and at altars than he was, when the prieſt 
turns athieſt, as che ſons of Eli did, who filled the houſe 
of God with luſt and violence? He (49 5) alſo reigns 
in courts and palaces, and in luxurious cities, where 
the noiſe of riot, and i 1nj ury, and outrage aſcends above 
their loftieſt towers : And when night ( 500) darkens 
the ſtreets, then the ſons of Belial wander forth, flown 
(fluſhed) with inſolence and wine. Witneſs the ſtreets 


of Sodom, and witneſs that night in Gibeah, when the, 
hoſpitable door expoſed a matron, to avoid a worſe 


rape (505). Theſe were the prime that came in order 


and in might; the names of the reſt were long to tell; 


though far renowned, ſuch-as the Ionian gods, held 


G 


Gods, yet confeſs'd later than Heav'n and Earth, 


Their boaſted Pets! : Titan, Heav'n's firſt- 


D 510 


With his enormous . and birthright Eis- d 


By younger Saturn; he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's ſon, like meaſure found; 
So Jove uſurping reign'd: theſe firſt in Crete 
And Ida known : thence on the ſnowy top 515 


Of cold Olympus ruPd the middle air, DN 
Their higheſt heaven ; or 'on the Delphian cliff, 


gods of Javan's iſſue, yet confeſſed their boaſted pa- 
rents to be later than heaven and earth : Titan, hea- 


ven's firſt-born (510), with his enormous brood, and 
who had his birth right ſeized by younger Saturn; he 


again found like meaſure from mightier Jove, who was 


his own and Rhea's ſon; ſo Jove uſurping reigned; 


theſe were firſt known i in Crete and Ida (515); thence 
they ruled the middle air on the ſnowy top of cold O- 


lympus, their higheſt heaven; or they ruled on the 


Verſe 508. Javan was one of the ſong of Japhet, Gen. 


x. 2. from whom it is ſuppoſed the Ionians, the antient 


and perhaps the firſt inhabitants of Greece, deſcended, 
Olympus is an exceeding high mountain between Theſſaly 
and Macedonia ; it rears its head aboye the clouds, and 


was taken for heaven and the abode of the heathen deities. 


«Verſe 517. Delphi, a city of Phocis in Greece, ſituated 
on mount Parnaſſus, famous for the oracle of Apollo 
| #4 OY 1 . — . 
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Th Ionian avi of Javan' s iſſue held 
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Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
FOf Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Heſperian fields, _ 520 
Cand o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoſt iſles. 
All theſe and more came flocking; but with looks 
FDowncaſt and damp, yet ſuch wherein appear'd 
Obſcure ſome glimpſe of } Joy to have e their 


chief ä e 
Not in deſpair, to? Taye found themſelves not 


Delphian cliff, or in Dodona, and. 8 all the 
bounds of Doric land ; or over thoſe who with old Sa- 
turn fled over Adria to the Hiſperian ſields (520), and 
oyer the Celtic, and roamed over the utmoſt, northern 
iſles. © All theſe and more came flocking; but with 
looks caſt down and damp, yet with ſuch looks where- 
in appeared ſome obſcure glimpſe of j joy, to have found 
their chief not in deſpair „ and to have found themſelves 


there, * —5 had deluded the bor ta I IN 
years; but ceaſed, to Sive anſwers about the time of the 
birth of Jeſus. Chriſt. Milton, calls Parnaſſus the Del- 
phian cliff, by way of contempt. Dodona was a city of 
Epire near Theſſaly, famous for its fountain and a foreſt 
of oaks, wherein. ſtood a very. antient temple of Jupiter, 
waoſe oracles were delivered by propheteſſes, in the ſamę 
manner as Prieſteſſes uttered thoſe of Apollo at Delphi. 
The Celia were very antient inhabitants of ſome parts 
of France, and alſo of Spain, and chere called See 


— : * 
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In loſs itſelf; which on his count'nance e caſt - 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not ſubſtance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and diſpell'd their fears, 
Then ſtrait commands, that at the warlike found _ 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear'd $32 
His mighty ſtandard : that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall ; | 
Who forthwith from the glittering ſtaff unfurPd 


SF. 


not loſt in loſs itſelf (52 5 ; which (looks he obſerving) 
caſt alſo on his countenance like doubtful hue : But, he 
| ſoon recollecting his wonted pride, with high words, 
that bore only the ſemblance of worth, not the ſub- 
ſtance of worth, gently raiſed their fainting courage, 
and difpelled their fears (330). Then ftraight com- 
mands, that, at the warlike found of loud trumpets 
and clarions, his mighty ſtandard be upreared : Aza- 
zel, a tall cherub, claimed that proud honour as his 
right; who forthwith unfurled the imperial enſign 
from the glittering ſtaff (535), which, being advanced 


| rians, 600 years at leaſt before the birth of Chriſt. They 
are ſuppoſed to be che poſterity of Gomer, che ſon of Ja- 


phet; and that our antient Britons were deſcended from 
them. | 


\ 
[ 


Verſe 534. Aude is the . 80 name for what we in 
Eogliſh call The Scape Goat, Levit. xvi. 10. The mean- 
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Th imperial enſign, which, full high advanc'd, 
Shone like à meteor ſtreaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden luſtre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial ſounds: 540 
At which the univerſal hoſt upfent f 
A ſhout, that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were ſeen 
full high, and emblazed with rich gems and golden 
luſtre, and feraphic arms ard trophies, ſhone like a 
meteor ſtreaming to the wind; all the while ſonorous 
metal blowing martial ſounds : At which (54x) the u- 
niverſal hoſt ſent up a ſhout that tore hell's concave, 


and frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night beyond 
hell. All in a moment ten thouſand banners were ſeen 


ing of the word is, The goat that goeth away. Com- 
mentators differ about the ſignification of the expreſſion, 
Let him go for (or to) the ſcape goat into the wilderneſs. 
The general opinion is, that, by Azazel, we are to under- 
ſtand the devil; and in this ſenſe Milton takes it: For the 
ſcape goat was ſuppoſed-to go laden with the fins of the 
people to the devil. Beſides, the Jews had a notion that 
the impure ſpirits, or devils, appeared in the ſhape of he- 
goats, Milton makes Azazel the ſtandard-bearer, from a 
traditionary notion of the Jews, who made Azazel one 
of the four enſigns that led the hot of fallen angels. 


* 


2 
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Ten thouſand banners riſe into the air | 545 


With orient colours waving : with them roſe ; 
A foreſt huge of ſpears ; and thronging helms 
Appear'd, and ſerried ſnields in thick array, 


Of depth immeaſurable: anon they move 


In perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood 550 
Of flutes and ſoft recorders z ſuch as rais'd — 
To heighth of nobleſt temper heroes old 

Arming to battle, and inſtead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat; 555 


Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and ſwage 


through the gloom to riſe into the air (545) waving . 
with orient colours': A huge foreſt of ſpears roſe with 


them; and thronging helms appeared, and ſerried 
ſhields in thick array, and of depthimmeaſurable : Anon 


| they move in perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood 


(550) of flutes, and ſoft recorders ; ſuch as raiſed old 
heroes to a hight of nobleſt temper when arming to 
battle; and, inſtead of rage, they breathed deliberate 


-alour, firm (were their minds) and unmoved with | 
dread of death, to think of flight or foul retreat (555) 


hor was power wanting to them to Bom gy and aſ- 


Verſe 5 . 5 Doric mood, a venerable and wajelti muſic, 
fit for religion and war. It was invented and uſed by the 
Dorians, antient inhabitants of ſome parts of Greece, and 
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With ſolemn touches troubled thoughts; and chaſe 
Anguiſh, and n. _ 1 n ſorrow” and 
pain, 171411 b | 
From mortal or e We Thus hs 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, 560 


Mov'd on in filence to ſoft pipes, that charm d 


Their painful ſteps o'er the burnt ſoil; and now 
Advanc'd in view, they ſtand, a hotrid front 
Of dreadful length, and dazzling arms, in guiſe 
Of warriors old, with order'd ſpear and ſhield, 565 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 


Had to impoſe: He through the armed files 


Darts his experienc*d eye, and ſoon traverſe 


The whole battalion views, their order due, 


. 


ſwage troubled thoughts, with 8 e and 
chaſe anguiſh, and doubt, and fear, and ſorrow, and 
pain, from mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
breathing united force (560), with fixed thought moved 
on in ſilence to ſoft pipes, that charmed their painful 
ſteps over the burnt ſoil: And now, advanced in view, 
they ſtand, and preſeyt a horrid front of dreadful 
length and dazzling arms, in guiſe of old warriors 
with well ordered ſpear and ſhield, awaiting what 
command their mighty chief had to impoſe upon them 
(565). He darts his experienced eye through the 
armed files, and ſoon views the whole battalion tra- 


, verſe; he views their due order, their viſages, and 
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Their viſages and ſtature as of gods; 3 * 570 
Their number laſt he ſums. And now his heart 


Diſtends with pride, and hard'ning in his ſtrength, 
Glories : For never ſince created man, 
Met ſuch imbodied force, as nam'd with theſe 


Could merit more than that ſmall infantry 575 


Warr'd on by cranes, though all the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th? heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix'd with auxiliar gods; and what reſounds 

In fable or romance, of Uther D 580 


ſtature as the ſtature of Fey hen 18 their number 


laſt (570). And now his heart diſtends with pride, 


and, hardening in his ſtrength, he glories : For man, 


infantry, warred on by cranes (575) ; though all the 
giant brood of Phlegra were. joined with the heroic 


with auxiliar gods on each fide; and whatever reſounds, 
either in fable or romance, of Uther's ſon, begirt with 


| Verſe 577. Phlegra is the name of a plain in Campania 
in Italy, famous for the battle between the gods and the 
giants. Sandys, in his Comment upon Ovid. Met. lib. 10. 
at lays, That it lies between Naples and Puteoli; and that 


m imoky exhalations of a ſulphureous ſmell ariſe out of the 
90 earth, of which he had been an eye-witneſs. . 
N | Verſe 580. Uther's ſon---Qur King Arthur, who was the 
nd. 


{on of Uther Pendragon, a King. of the antient Britons, 


\ / 
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Begirt with Britiſh and Armorie knights ; 
And all who finee, baptiz'd or ee 


Jouſted in Aſpramont or Montalban, 


Damaſco or Morrocco, or Trebiſond, 


Or whom Biſerta ſent from Afric ſhore, 585 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far theſe beyond 


Compare of mortal proweſs, yet obſerv' d 
Their dread commander; he, above the reſt 
In ſhape and geſture proudly eminent, 590 


Stood like a tow'r; his form had yet not loſt 
All her original brightneſs, nor appear'd 


Britiſh and Armoric (580) knights; and whatever re- 


ſiounds of all who fince jouſted i in Aſpramont or Mon- 
talban, Damaſeo, or in Moroceo, or in Trebiſond; or 


of all whom Biſerta ſent from the ſhore of Afrie (58;), 
when Charlemain with all his peerage fell by Fonta- 


rabbia; all theſe merit no compariſon, "Thus far was 
the proweſs of theſe infernal warriors beyond compare 


of mortal prowels ; yet they obſerved their. dread com- 
mander: He, proudly eminent in ſhape and geſture 
(590), ſtood like a tower above the reſt ; his form had 
not yet laſt all her original brightneſs, | nor appeared 


who lived about the year 500. It is very probable that 
he was attended by Britiſh and Armoric knights. Armo- 


rica is an antient name for Little Bretagne in France, 


Aſpramont, or, as the Freneh write it, Aſpremont, is 2 
| town of Lorrain in France : And Montalban, or Mon- 


tauban, is another city of France on the borders of Lan- 


bl 
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Leſs than arch- angel ruin'd, and the exceſs 


Of glory” obſcur'd : as when the ſun new riſen 
Looks through the horizontal miſty air 595 


Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon, 
In dim eclipſe, diſaſtrous twilight ſheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd ſo, yet ſhone 
Above them all th' arch-angel: But his face 600 
Deep ſcars of thunder had entrench'd, and care 


he leſs than en ruined, and the exceſs of glory 


obſcured: Juſt as the ſun, when new riſen, looks 


through the horizontal miſty air (595) ſhorn of his 
beams; or as he looks in dim eclipſe from behind the 
moon, and ſhades diſaſtrous twilight on half the na- 
tions, and perplexes monarchs with fear of change. 
The archangel was ſo darkened; yet he ſhone above 


them all: But deep ſcars of thunder had entrenched 


guedoc. Trebiſond was a city of Cappadocia, bordering 


on the Euxine ſea, the reputed country of St George, the 
patron and renowned champion of England : Of whoſe 
exploits we have a full, but fabulous. account, in the 
hiſtory of the Seven Champions of Chriſtendom. Char- 
lemain, or Charlemagne, otherwiſe called Charles the 


Great, was King of France in the eighth century. His 


zeal for the Chriſtian religion carried him into Spain an- 
no 778, to fight againſt the Saracens, who were then 
poſſeſſed of ſeveral places in that country. Others came 


out of Africa, particularly from Biſerta, a * Cy of Bar- 


bary; and from 2 Morocco. 
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74 PARADISE LOST. Bock l. 


Sat on his faded check, but under brows 

Of dauntleſs courage, and conſiderate pride 
Waiting revenge: cruel his cye, but caſt 

Signs of remorſe and paſſion to behold 605 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
(Far other once beheld in bliſs), condemn' d 


For ever now to have their lot in pain; 8 
Millions of ſpirits for his fault amerc*d 


Of heav'n, and from eternal ſplendors flung 610 
For his revolt; yet faithful how they ſtood, 
Their glory wither'd: as when heaven's fire 
Hath ſcath'd the foreſt- Oaks, or mountain- pines, 
With ſinged top their ſtately growth, though bare, 
Stands on the blaſted heath. He cron prepar*d 615 


his face (600), and care ſat on his faded cheek; but, 
under his brows, he appeared of dauntleſs courage, 
and conſiderate pride, waiting for revenge: His eye 
was cruel, out caſt ſigns of remorſe and paſſion (605), 
to behold the, fellows of his crime, or rather the fol- 
lowers of "7 crime, {which he once beheld far other 
in bleſs) now condemned for ever to have their lot in 
pain; to behold millions of ſpirits amerced of heaven 
for his fauit, and flung (610) from eternal ſplendors 
for his revolt; yet how they Kill Rood faithful, though 
their glory was withered : As when heaven's fire hath 
ſcathed the foreſt-oaks, or the mountain-pines, their 
ſtately growth with ſinged top, though bare, ſtands on 


_* the blaſted heath. He now prepared (615) to ſpeak; 
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To ſpeak; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 

From wing to wing, and halt incloſe him round 

With all his peers: attention held them mute. 

Thrice he aſſay' d, and thrice, in ſpite of ſcorn, 

Tears, ſuch as angels weep, burſt forth: At laſt 620 

Words interwove with ſighs found out their way. 
O myriads of immortal ſpi'rits, O powers 


Matchleſs, but with th' Almighty; and that ſtrife 


Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire, 
As this place teſtifics, and this dire change, 625 
Hateful to utter: but what pow'r of mind, 
Foreſeeing or preſaging, from the depftn 

Of knowledge paſt or preſent, could have fear'd, 


e they bend their doubled ranks from wing to 
wing, and incloſe him half round with all his peers a- 
bout him : Attention held them mute. Thrice he 


eſſayed to ſpeak, and thrice, in ſpite of ſcorn, tears, 


ſuch as angels weep, burſt forth (620); at laſt, words 
interwove with ſighs found out their way. O myriads 
of immortal ſpirits, O matchleſs powers, but with the 


Almighty ; and that ſtrife with him was not inglort- 
ous, though the event was dire, as this place teſtiſies, 


and this dire change, tho' hateful to utter: But (625) 


what power of mind foreſeeing or prefaging, from the 
vet of. ngmicgge either paſt or preſent, could have 


Verſes 628. 630. In the Form verſe, ile has could 


have feared, and in the latter, could know; by which the 


times of the two verbs are confounded. Conjunctions 
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76 PARADISE LOST. Bock . 


How ſuch united ſores of gods, how ſuch 
As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſe? 630 
For who can, yet believe, though after loſs, 
That all theſe puiſſant legions, whoſe exile 
Hath emptied heav'n, ſhall fail to reaſcend, 
Self- rais'd, and repoſſeſs their native ſeat ? 
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feared, how ſuch united force of gods, or how ſuch as 
ſtood like theſe legions, could have ever known repulſe? 
(630). For who can yet believe, though after that loſs, 
that all theſe puiſſant legions, whoſe exile hath empti- 
ed heaven, ſhall fail to re- aſcend, ſelf- raiſed, and re- 
poſſeſs their native ſeat? Be witneſs all the hoſt of 


4 connect like tenſes as -well as moods; could have feared 1s 
| of the pluperfect of the ſubjunctive mood, and could know 
of the imperfect of the ſame mood; whereas the ſenſe re- 
quired-the pluperfe& could have known. If he had ſaid 
could fear, then could know would have been right. I ſhall 
take notice, as it juſt now occurs to me, of another paſ- 
ſage in book IV. I. 973. where he confounds moods, by 


making the nn. n both the pee and 
1 indicative: 


* 


* 


Though heav'n's King | 
Ride « on thy wings, and thou with thy pn, 
Us d to the yoke, draw? his triumphant wheels 

In progreſs through the road of heaven ftar-pay'd. 


Here ride is of the ſubjunctive, and draw ſt of the indica- 
tive mood: It ought to have becn dau. 
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For me be witneſs all the hoſt of heaven, | Gag - . 
If counſels different, or danger ſhunn'd | 
Buy me, have loſt our hopes. But he who reigns 

Monarch in heaven, till then as one ſecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 
Conſent or cuſtom, and his regal ſtate l 
Put forth at full, but ſtill his ſtrength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall, 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own; 
So as not either to provoke, or dread | 
New war, provok*d; our better part remains, 645 
To work in cloſe deſign, by fraud or guile, 

What force effected not: that he no leſs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 


heaven for me (635), if different counſels, or any dan« 
ger ſhunned by me, have loſt our hopes. But he who 
reigns monarch in heaven ſat an his throne till then, 
as one ſecure, being upheld by old repute, or conſent 
or cuſtom, and put forth his regal ſtate at full, but {till 
concealed his ſtrength, (640) which tempted our at- + 
tempt, and wrought our fall. Henceforth we know 
his might, and we know our own; ſo as not either to 
provoke new war, or dread it when provoked ; our bet - 
ter part remains, (645) which is to work in cloſe de- 
ſign, and to effect by fraud or guile, what force effect- 
ed not; that at length, he may find no leſs from us, 

' than that he who overcomes by force, hath overcome 


78 PARADIER: LOST. Book I. 


Space may produce new worlds; whereof ſo rife 
There went a fame in heaven, that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the ſons of heaven: 
Thither, if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 655 
Our firſt eruption, thither or elſewhere : 
For this infernal pit ſhall never hold 

Celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor th* abyſs 
Long under darkneſs cover. But theſe thoughts 
Full counſel mult mature: peace is deſpair*d, 660 
For who can think ſubmiſſion ? War then, war 
Open or underſtood, muſt be reſolv'd. 
He ſpake : and to confirm his words, c out-flew 


but half his foe. Space may produce new worlds; 
| whereof there went a fame in heaven ſo rite, that he 
intended to create ere long, (659) and therein plant a 
generation, whom his choice regard ſhould favour e- 
qual to the ſons of heaven: Our firſt eruption, perhaps, 
ſhall be thither (655), if it were hut to pry, it ſhall be 
either thither or elſewhere : For this infernal pit ſhall 
never hold celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor cover the a- 
byſs long under darkneſs. But full counſel muſt mature 
theſe thoughts: Peace is deſpaired of (460) ; for who 
can think of ſubmiſſhon ? War then, war mult be reſol- 
ved on, either open or underſtood. He ſpake; and to 
confirm his words, out- fle w millions of flaming ſwords, 
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Millions of flaming fwords, den from the thighs 


Of mighty Cherubim; the ſudden blaze 665 


Far round illumin'd hell: highly they rag d 
Againſt the High'eſt, and fierce with graſped arms 
Claſh'd on their ſounding ſhields'the din of war, 


Hurling defiance tow'ard the vault of heaven. 


There ſtood a hill not far, whoſe grifly top 670 


Belch'd fire and rolling ſmoke 3 the reſt entire 
Shone with a gloſſy ſcurf, undoubted fign 

That in his womb was hid metallic arg, 
The work of ſulphur, Thither wing' d with ſpeed 
A numerous brigade haſten'd: as when bands 67 5 
Of pioneers, with ſpade and pick-ax arm'd, 


Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 


drawn from the thighs of mighty heb the ſudden 


blaze (665) illuminated hell far round: Highly they 
raged againſt the Higheſt, and being fierce, they with 


graſped arms claſhed the din of war on their ſounding _ 
ſhields ; hurling defiance toward the vault of heaven. 


There ſtood a hill not far, whoſe griſly top (670) belch- 


ed fire and rolling ſmoke the reſt ſhone entire with a 


gloſſy ſcurf, an undoubted fign, that in his womb was 
hid metallic ore, which is the work of ſulphur. A nu- 


merous brigade, winged with ſpeed, haſtened thither-: | 


As when bands (675) of pioneers, armed with ſpade and 
pick-ax, forerun the royal camp, to trench a field or 
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Or caſt a rampart. Mammon led them on; 
Mammon, the leaſt erected ſpi'rit that fell 


From heav'n; for eben in beavin his looks nd 
thoughts 

Were always downward bent, RI more 681 

The riches of heawn's pavement, trodden gold, 


Than aught divine or holy elſe enjoy'd 
In viſion beatifie: by him firſt 


Men alfo, and by his fuggeſtion taught, 685 
Ranſack'd the centre, and with impious hands | 


Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 


For treaſures better hid. Soon had his crew | 


caſt A canines Mammon led them 5 Manoa, 


who is the leaſt erected ſpirit that fell from heaven; 


for even in heaven, his looks and thoughts were always 


bent downwards, _ admiring more (68 1) the riches of 


heaven's pavement, which was trodden gold, than aught 


divine or holy he enjoyed elſe in beatific viſion; men 
alſo firſt taught (685) by him, and by his/ ſuggeſtion, 
ranſacked the centre of the earth, and with impious 


hands rifled the bowels of their mother earth for trea- 


| ſures that had been better, hid. His crew had ſoon o- 


Verſe 678. Mammon fignifies ſubſtance or riches. Mil- 


| vas, in this place, puts Mammon for a perſon; and i- 
| ſupported i in this proſopopoeia by an expreſſion in holy 
writ, You cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Matth. vi. 24 


where Mammon is alſo put for a perſon, 


Mil- 
d 1s 


holy 
1 24 
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Open'di into the bill a-ſpacious woknd; 
And digg*d out ribs of gold. Let none admire 


That riches grow in hell; that ſoil may beſt 691 


| Deſerve the precious bane. And here let thoſe 


Who boaſt in mortal things, and wond'ting tell 


Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings, 


Learn how their greateſt monuments of tame, 69 5 


And ſtrength and art, are caſily outdone | 


By ſpirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceſſant toil 
And hands innumerable ſcarce Perform. | 


pened into the hill a ſpacious e and digged out 


ribs of gold. Let none admire (690) that riches grow 


in hell; that ſoil may beſt deſerve the precious bane. 
And here let thoſe who boaſt in mortal things, and 
wondering tell of Babel, and the works of Memphian 
kings, learn how their greateſt monuments of fame (695), 
and how their ſtrength and art, are eaſily outdone by 


_ reprobate ſpirits, and who can perform in an hour, 


what they with inceſſant toil and with innumerable 


hands can ſcarce perform in an age. Nigh on the 


Verſe 694. We have no certain account what number 


of men, nor how long they were employed in building 
the tower of Babel; except we believe Elmacin, an Arabic 


writer, who ſays, That they were three years in making 
brick for it, and forty years in building it. There are now | 
no remains of this tower, nor is the place known where it 


ſtood. By the works or Memphian Kings, 6 e. „ 


'L 
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Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar d, 700 
That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluic'd from the lake, a ſecond multitude 

With wondrous art founded the maſſy ore, 
Severing each kind, and ſcumm'd the bullion droſs: 
A third as ſoon had form'd within the ground 70 5 
A various mould, and from the boiling cells 
By ſtrange conveyance. fill'd each hollow nook, 
As in an organ, from one blaſt of wind, | 
To many a row of pipes the ſound-board breathes. 
Anon out of the earth, a fabric huge 710 
Roſe like an exhalation, with the ſound 

Of dulcet ſymphonies and voices ſweet, 


plain in many cells prepared, (that had (700) under- 
neath veins of liquid fire which were ſluiced from the 
lake, ) a ſecond multitude founded the maſſy ore, ſeve- 
ring each kind, and ſcummed the droſs from the bulli- 
on : A third multitude had as ſoon formed a various 
mould within the ground (705), and from the boiling 

cells filled each hollow nook by ſtrange conveyance, as 
in an organ, the found-board breathes, from one blaſt 
of wind, to many a row of pipes. Anon a huge fabric 
roſe out of the earth (710), like an exhalation, with the 
ſound of dulcet ſymphonies and ſweet voices, built like 
Kings) Milton means the pyramids of Egypt. The high- 
eſt of theſe pyramids i is 520 feet, and 682 feet ſquare at 
the bottom, 
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Built like a temple, where pilaſters round 
Were ſet, and Doric pillars overlaid 4h 
With golden architrave; nor did there want 715 
| Cornice or freeze, with boſly ſculptures graven; 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcairo , ſuch magnificence 

Equall'd in all their glories, to inſhrine 

Belus or Serapis their gods, or ſeat _ 720 
Their kings, when Egypt with Aſſyria trove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' aſcending pile 
Stood fix*d her RO u and ſtrait the doors 


a temple, where pilaſters were ſet round, and Doric 


pillars overlaid with golden architrave; nor did there 


want cornice or freeze (715) graven with boſſy ſculp- 
tures; the roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon nor 
great Alcairo equalled ſuch magnificence in all their 
glories, wherein to inſhrine their gods Belus or Sera- 
pis, or ſeat (720) their kings, when Egypt ſtrove with 
Aﬀyria in wealth and luxury. The aſcending pile 


ſtood fixed her whole ſtately height; and the doors 


Verſe 718. Alcairo, now called Grand Cairo, is the 
metropolis of Egypt, ſituated on the eaſtern bank of the 
Nile. The Turks call it Al-Caherach, which, in Arabic, 
ſignifies the Victorious. This has been reckoned by ſome 
geographers the largeſt city on earth; but, according to 
the beſt modern accounts, it does not contain much more 
than a million of people. . | 
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* 

Opening their brazeri folds diſcover wide 

Within, her ample ſpaces, o'er the ſmooth 725 

And level pavement : from the arched roof, 

Pendent by ſubtle magic, many a row 

Of ſtarry lamps and blazing creſlets, fed 

With naptha and aſphaltus, yielded light 

As from a ſky. The haſty multitude — 7 39 
Admiring enter'd ; and the work ſome praiſe, 

And ſome the architect: his hand was known 

In heav'n by many a towered ſtructure high, 

Where ſcepter'd angels held their reſidence, 

And fat as princes; whom the ſupreme King 735 

Exalted to ſuch pow'r, and gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor was his name unkeard, or unador'd, 


ſtrait opening their brazen folds, diſcover wide within 
her ample ſpaces, over the ſmooth (725) and level 


pavement : From the arched roof many a row of ſtarry 
lamps and blazing creſſets, which were pendent by 
ſubtle magic, and fed with naptha and aſphaltus, 


yielded light as from a ſky. The haſty multitude en- 
tered aamiring (30); and ſome praiſe the work, and 
ſome praiſe the architect: His (the architect's) hand 
was known in heaven by many a high towered ſtruc- 
ture, where ſceptered angels held their reſidence, and 
fat as princes; whom the ſupreme King (735) exalted 
to ſuch power, and gave them charge to rule the bright 


orders, each of them in his hierarchy, ' Nor was his 


\ 


J 


( 


cu 


Book I. PARADISE LOST. 85 


In ancient Greece; and in Auſonian land 

Men call'd him Mulciber; and how he fell 740 

From heav'n, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er the chryſtal battlements; from morn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A ſummer's day ; and with the ſetting ſun 

Dropt from the zenith, like a falling ſtar, 745 

On Lemnos th' Ægean iſle: Thus they relate, 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before: nor aught avail'd him now 

* have built in heav'n * tow'rs; nor did he 
3 


name unheard of or unadored in antient Greece; and 
in the Auſonian land men called him Mulciber; and 
they fabled how he fell (740) from heaven, being 
thrown by angry Jove ſheer over the chryſtal battle- 
ments; he fell from morn to noon, and from noon to 
dewy eve, a whole ſummer's day; and he dropt from 
the zenith like a falling ſtar, with the ſetting ſun, on 
Lemnos the Ægean iſle (745) : Thus they relate, but 
erring ; for he, with his rebellious rout, fell long be- 
fore: Nor did it avail him ought now to have built high 
towers in heaven; nor did he efcape by all his engines, 
Verſe 740. Mulciber is another Latin name for Vulcan, 
who, in the heathen mythology, is reckoned the god of 
fire, and the firſt ſmith who wrought in iron, and parti- 
cularly, made thunder-bolts for Jupiter. He is ſuppoſed 


—ññ en 
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By all his engines, but was headlong ſent 7 50 


With his induſtrious crew, to build in hell. 


Mean while, the winged heralds, by command 


Of ſov'reign pow'r, with awful ceremony 


And trumpets ſound throughout the hoſt en 


A ſolemn council forthwith to be held © 7 55 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers: their ſummons call'd 


From every band and ſquared regiment 


By place or choice the worthieſt; they anon 
With hundreds, and with thouſands, trooping came 


but was ſent head-long with his induſtrious crew to 


build in hell (750). Meanwhile: the winged heralds, 
by the command of ſovereign power, with awful ce- 
remony and the ſound of trumpets, proclaim through- 
out the hoſt a ſolemn council which was forthwith to be 
held at Pandemonium (755), the high capital of Satan 
and his. peers, Their ſummons called the worthieſt, 
either by Fe or by choice, from every band and 


as regiment ; they anon came LOOP, attended 


to be the Tubal-Cain of the Hebrews. According to 


Phumutus, he was the ſon of Jupiter and Juno; or, ac- 
cording to Heſiod, of Juno alone. Jupiter being angry 
with him, hurled him out of heaven; and he was falling 
from morning till ſun-ſet, when he pitched on the ifland 
Lemnos, much diſpirited and lamed. | 
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Attended: All acceſs was throng'd, the gates 761 
And porches wide, but chief the ſpacious hal! 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions 


bold : 
Wont ods | in arm'd, nd at the Soldan* 8 chair, 
Defy'd the beſt of Panim chivalry 765 


To mortal combat, or career with lance) | 
Thick ſwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air | 
Bruſh'd with the hiſs of ruſſing wings. As bees 
In ſpring-time, when the ſun with Taurus rides, 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 770 
In cluſters ; they among freſh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the ſmoothed plank, 

The ſuburb of their ſtraw- built citadel, 


ANY 


f with hundreds and with thouſands : All acceſs was 
g thronged; the gates (761) and wide porches, but 
: chiefly the ſpacious hall (though like a covered (i. e. 
incloſed) field, where bold champions were wont to 


| | 

, ride in armed, and at the Soldan's chair, defied the 
beſt of Panim chivalry (765) to mortal combat, or to 
career with lance) ſwarmed thick, which was bruſhed 
both on the ground and in the air with the hiſs of 

to Wl ruling wings. As bees in ſpring-time, when the ſun 

=; rides with Taurus, pour forth their populous youth in 


cluſters about the hive (770); they (the young bees) | 
ſly to and fro among freſh dews and flowers; or expa- 
tiate and confer about their ſtate-affairs on the ſmoothed 
plank, which is the ſuburb of their ſtraw- built citadel, 
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 New-rubb'd with balm, expatiate, and confer 
Their ſtate- affairs. So thick the airy croud 77; 
Swarm'd and were ſtraiten'd; till the ſignal given, 
Behold a wonder! they but now who ſeem'd 


In bigneſs to ſurpaſs earth's giant ſons, 
Now leſs than ſmalleſt dwarfs, i in narrow room 


 Throng numberleſs, like that pygmean race 580 

Beyond the Indian mount; or fairy-elves, 

Whoſe midnight revels by a foreſt-ſide 

Or fountain, ſome belated peaſant ſees, 

Or dreams he ſees; while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitreſs, and nearer to the earth 785 

Wheels her pale courſe; they on their mirth and 

dance 1 | 

Intent, with jocund muſic charm his ear; 

and new rubbed with balm. 80 thick the airy crowd 


ſwarmed (775), and were ftraitened ; till the ſignal 
was given, behold a wonder! they who but Juſt nov 


| ſeemed to ſurpaſs earth's giant ſons in bigneſs, now 


leſs than ſmalleſt dwarfs, throng numberleſs in nar- 
row room, like that pygmean race (780) beyond the 
Indian mount; or like fairy-elves, whofe midnight- 
revels ſome belated: peaſant ſees by a foreſt · ſide or foun- | 
| tain, or dreams he ſees; while the moon fits arbitreſs 
over-head, and wheels her pale courſe nearer to the 
earth; they (785), intent on their mirth and dance, 
charm his ear with jocund muſic ; while at once. his 


* 


= once . joy and * his hah rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal ſpirits to ſmalleſt forms 


Though without number ſtill, amidft the hall 
Of that infernal court. But far within, 792 
And in their own dimenſions, like themſelves, 
The great Seraphie Lords and Cherubim 
In cloſe receſs and ſecret conclave 8 
A thouſand demi-gods « on golden ſeats, 3 
Frequent and full. After ſhort filence then, 
And ſummons read, the great conſult began. 


; Hands Sa | - os 0 Thus e 
ſpirits reduced their immenſe ſhapes to ſmalleſt forms, 
and were at large (790), though ſtill without number, 
amidſt the hall of that infernal court. But far within, 
and in their own dimenſions like themſelves, the great 


; eret conclave (795), a thouſand demiz-gods fat on gol- 
: Yen ſeats frequent and full. Then, after ſhort ſilence; 
a and the ſummons was read; the I conſult 9 980 
8 | 7 — 3460 

je e The END of the Frnsr Book: | 
t- 15 | ; ; 
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Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe, and were at large, 


ſeraphic lords and cherubim fat in cloſs receſs and ſe- 


Tur ARGUMENT of Book II. 


Tux conſultation begun: Satan debates whether an- 
other battle be to be hazarded ſor the recovery of 
heaven: Some adviſe it, others diſſuade. A third 
propoſal is preferred, mentioned before by Satan, to 
ſearch the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
heaven concerning another world, and another kind 
of creature, equal, or not much inferior to them- 
ſelves, about this time to be created: Their doubt 
ho ſhall be ſent on this difficult ſearch : Satan, 
| their chief, undertakes alone the voyage; is honoured 
and applauded. The council thus ended, the reſt 
betake them ſeveral ways, and to ſeveral employ- 
ments, as their inclinations lead them, to entertain 
the time till Satan return. He paſſes on his jour- 
ney to hell-gates; finds them ſhut, and who fat 
there to guard them, by whom at length they are 
opened, and diſcover to him the great gulph be- 
tween hell and heaven; with what difficulty he 
paſſes through, directed by Chaos, the power of that 
place, to the dicht of this new 1 which he 
ſought. 5 
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BOOK I. 
IGH on a N of royal ſtate, which far 
Outſhone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous Eaſt with richeſt hand 


| Show'rs on her kings barbaric pearl and gold, 
Satan exalted ſat, by merit rais'd 5 


To that bad eminence; and from deſpair . 
Thus * b n hope, _ 


* 


/ 


The NATURAL ORDER. 


Satan fat exalted high on a throne of royal fate; ; 
| which far outſhone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
or all places where the gorgeous eaſt with richeſt hand 
ſhowers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold; he was 
by merit raiſed to that bad (5) eminence z and upliſted _ 


thus hi gh from deſpair . his s hope, ** ſtill . | 


Verſe 2. Ormus is an iſland of Aſia in the Perfic gülph, 
and has a city of the ſame name. It is very barren, and 
not above nine miles in circumference; yet it was exceed- 


ing rich while the Portugueze held it, being the place 


where all the trade of the Indies was then tranſacted. It 
is ſaid to be but a poor place now. Ind, by the figure 


long before Mcon, 


* 


® 


apocope, is put for India ; : I has Ind ſeveral times. 5 


. 
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Beyond thus high ; fatal to purſue 
Vain war with heav'n; and, by ſucceſs untaught, 


His proud imaginations thus diſplay d. 10 


Pow'rs and dominions, deities of heaven; | 
For fince no deep within her gulf can hold : 
Immortal vigour, though oppreſs'd and fall'n, 
give not heav'n for loſt, From this deſcent | 
Celeſtial virtues riſing, will appear, 15 
More glorious and more dread than fram no fall, 
And truſt themſelves to fear no ſecond fate. 

Me though juſt right. and the fix'd laws of heaven 
Did firſt create your leader; next, free choice; 
With what beſides, in council or in fight, 20 

Hath been atchiev'd of merit; yet this loſs 

Thus far at leaſt recover'd, hath much more 


beyond thus high; being intutäste to purſue vain war 
with heaven; and though untaught by ſucceſs, be thus 
diſplayed his proud imagination (10). Powers and 
dominions, ye deities of heaven; for, ſince no deep 


can hold immortal vigour within her gulph, though 


os 


thus opprelled and fallen, I give not heaven up for loſt. 


Celeſtial Virtues rifing from this deſcent, will appear 
(15) more glorious and more dreadful than from no 


fall; and will truſt themſelyes to fear no ſecond fate, 
5 5 hough Juſt right, and the fixed laws of heaven did 
firſt create me your leader; next, your own free 


choice; with what beſides of merit hath been at- 


chieved, either in council or in fight (20) 3 yet this 
loſs, recovered thus far at leaſt, hath eſtabliſhed me 


, + 
| \ 


* 
* 


— — 


— 
ay” 


— 


* » 
SL ORE ori bet n 


” 2 


Bock H. PARADISE LOST. 93 


. 
* „ 
— 
— — 


—— —U—ä—ͤ—õ — — 


ICC" 


_ 


Eftabliſh'd in a ſafe unenvied throne, 
Yielded with full conſent. The happier ſtate 
In heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 25 
- Envy from each inferior : But who here 
Will envy whom the higheſt place expoſes 
Foremoſt to ſtand againſt the Thund'rer's aim, 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateſt ſhare 
Of endlefs pain? Where there is then no good 30 
For which to ſtrive, no ſtrife can grow up there 
From faction: For none ſure will claim in hell 
Precedence ; none, whoſe portion is ſo ſmall _ 
Of preſent pain, that with.ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 35 
'To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 
More than can be in heav'n, we now return 


* 


IE 
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much more in a ſafe unenvied throne, yielded to 
me with full conſent. The happier ſtate in heaven, 
which follows dignity, might᷑ draw (25) envy from each 
inferior: But who here will envy him whom the high- 
eſt place expoſes to ſtand foremoſt as your bulwark a- 
gainſt the thunderer's aim, and condemns to greateſt 
ſhare of endleſs pain? Where there is then no good 
(30) for which to ſtrive, there can no ſtrife grow up 
from faction: For none ſure will claim precedence in 
hell; there is none, whoſe portion of preſent pain is ſo 
ſmall, that with ambitious mind will covet more. 
With this advantage then (35) to union, and to firm 
_ faith, and firm accord, which is more than can be in 
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I To claim our juſt inheritance of old, 
Surer to proſper than proſperity 


Could have afſur'd us; and by what beſt . 40 


Whether of open war or eovert guile, ; 
We now debate: Who can adviſe, may ſpeak. 
He ceas'd ; and next him Moloch, ſeepter'd 
A 
5 Stood up, the ſtrongeſt od the Geral bir 


That fought in heav'n, now fiercer by deſpair: 45 


His truſt was with th* Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in ſtrength; and rather than be leſs, 
Car'd not to be at all; with that care loſt 
Went all his fear: Of God, or hell, or worſe 

| Hereck'd not; and theſe words thereafter ſpake. 50 
My ſentence i is for open war : Of wiles, 


beiven ; we now return t claim bur juſt inheritance 
of old, ſurer to proſper than proſperity itſelf could have 
aſſured us; and we now debate by what beſt way (49), 
whether by way of open war or covert guile: they who 


„ can adviſe may ſpeak. He ceaſed; and next to him 


Moloch, a ſceptered king, ſtood up; he was the ſtrong- 
eſt and the fierceſt ſpirit that fought in heaven, now 
grown ſiercer by deſpair (45): His truſt was to be 
| deemed equal in ſtrength with the Eternal, and rather 
. than be leſs, he cared not to be at all; all his fear 


went. with that loſt care : For he recked not of God, or 


of hell, or of worſe; and thereafter ſpake theſe words 
(50), My ſentence is for open war: I boaſt not of wiles, 


«4 
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More unexpert, I boaſt not : Them let thoſe 


Contrive who need; or when they need, not now. 


For while they fit contriving, ſhall the reſt, 
Millions that ſtand in arms, and longing wait 55 
The ſignal to aſcend, fit ling'ring here 


Heaven's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 


Accept this dark opprobrious den of ſhame, 
The priſon of his tyranny who reigns 


Buy our delay? No, let us rather chuſe, 6d 


Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once 


O'er heav'n's high tow'rs to force reſiſtleſs way, 


Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againſt the torturer; when to meet the . 


Of his almighty engine he ſhall hear 68 | 


Infernal thunder : And for lightning, ſee 


deing more unexpert in theſe than in open war : Let 
thoſe then contrive wiles who need them; or when 


they need them, but not now. For while they fit con- 
triving, ſhall the reſt, even millions that ſtand in arms, 
and longing wait (55) for the ſignal to aſcend, fit lin- 


gering here as heaven's fugitives, and accept for their 
dwelling-place this dark opprobrious den of ſhame, 


which is the priſon of his tyranny who only reigns by 
our delay? No, let us rather chuſe (60), armed with 


hell flames and fury, and 'by turning our tortures into 
horrid arms againſt the torturer, force reſiſtleſs way all 


at .once over heaven's high towers; when he ſhall 


hear infernal thunder to meet the noiſe of his almighty | 


engine (65); and for his lightning, {ſhall fee black fire 
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96 
Black fire and horror ſhot with equal rage 


Among his angels; and his throne itſelf © 
Mix'd with Tartarean ſulphur, and ſtrange fire, 


His own invented torments. But perhaps 70 


The way ſeems difficult and ſteep to ſcale 


With upright wing againſt a higher foe. | 


Let ſuch bethink them, if the ſleepy drench, | 


Of that forgetful lake benumm not ſtill, 
That in our proper motion we aſcend” ' 75 
Up to our native ſeat : Deſcent and fall 
To us is adverſe.” Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Infſulting, and purſu*d us through the deep, | 
With what compulſion and laborious flight 80 
We ſunk thus low? Th' aſcent is eafy then; 


and horror ſhot with equal rage among his angels; 
and ſhall ſee his throne itſelf mixed with Tartarean ſul- 
' _ pbur, and ſtrange fire, which were his own invented 


torments. But perhaps (70) the way (to ſome of you) 
ſeems. difficult and ſteep to ſcale with upright wing a- 
gainſt a higher foe. But let ſuch bethink them (if the 
ſleepy drench of that forgetful: lake benumm not ſtill) 
that we aſcend in our proper motion (7 5) up to our 
native ſeat; deſcent and fall is adverſe to us. . Who, 
amongſt us, but felt. of rs when the fierce foe hung 


„„ 


we were funk thus l low (80). The aſcent | 1s eaſy) then; 


— 
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Th' event is fear d; ſhould we again provoke | 


Our ſtronger, ſome worſe way his wrath may find 


To our deſtruction; if there be in hell 


Fear to be worſe deſtroy'd. What can be worſe 85 
Than to dwell here, driv'n out from bliſs, con- 


demn'd | 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe; 


Where pain of unextinguiſhable fire 


Muſt exerciſe us without hope of end, 


The vaſſals of his anger, when the ſcourge „ 0 


Inexorably, and the torturing hour 
Calls us to penance ? More deſtroy'd than thus, 


We ſhould be quite aboliſh'd, and expire. 


| What fear we > theme? what doubt we to ingenſs 


the event is only feared that, mould we again pro- 


voke our ſtronger foe, his wrath may find out ſome 
worſe way to our deſtruction; if there can be any fear 
to be worſe deſtroyed i in hell, What can be worſe (85) 


than to dwell here, driven out from bliſs, and con- | 
demned to utter woe in this abhorred deep; where 
pain of unextinguiſhable fire muſt exerciſe us as the 
vaſſals of his anger, without hope of any end (90), 


when the ſcourge and the torturing hour inexorably 


calls us to-penance ? If we could be more deſtroyed than 
thus, we ſhould be quite aboliſhed, and expire. What 
fear we then? What! do we doubt (i. e. fear or he- | 


ſitate) to incenſe his utwoſt ire? which, once enraged 
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Will either quite conſume us, and reduce 

To nothing this eſſential; happier far 
| Than miſerable to have eternal being: 
| Or, if our ſubſtance be indeed "DN 
And cannot ceaſe to be, we are at worſk 100 
On this ſide nothing; and by proof we feel 
Our pow'r ſufficient to diſturb his heaven, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inacceſſible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge. 105 
He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Deſp*rate revenge, and battle dangerous 
Jo leſs than gods. On th' other fide uproſe 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane: : 

A fairer PER loſt not heav'n; he ſeem'd | 


(95) to the height, will either quite conſume us, and 
reduce this effential to nothing; which will be far 
happier than to have eternal being thus miſerable : Or, 
tf our ſubſtance be indeed divine, and cannot ceaſe to 
be, we are on this fide nothing at worſt (100) ; and we 


feel, by proof, that our power is ſufficient to diſturb | 


his heaven, and to alarm his fatal throne (though in- 
acceſſible) with perpetual inroads : Which, if it is not 
victory, yet it is revenge (105). He ended his ſpeech 


frowning, and his looks denounced deſperate revenge, 


and dangerous battle to any leſs than gods. On the o- 
ther ſide, Belial roſe up; he was more graceful and 


humane in act; heaven loſt not a fairer perſon; he 
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For dignity compos'd, and high exploit: 
But all was falſe and hollow; though his tongue 
Dropt manna, and could make the worſe appear 


The better reaſon, to ꝓerplex and daſh _ 


Matureſt counſels : For his thoughts were low; 115 


To vice induſtrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and ſlothful: Vet he pleas'd the ear, 
And with perſuaſive accent thus began. 74 
I ſhould be much for open war, O peers, | 
As not behind in hate; if what was urg'd + 120 
Main reaſon to perſuade immediate war, | 
Did not diſſuade me moſt, and ſeem to. caſt 
Ominous conjecture on the whole ſuccels ; 
When he who moſt excels in fa& of arms, 


. ſeemed compoſed for dignity and high exploit (110) 1 


but all was falſe and hollow; though his tongue dropt 
manna, and could make the worſe (reaſon) appear the 
better reaſon, in order to perplex and daſh matureſt 
counſels : For his thoughts were low (115); and he 
was induſtrious to vice, but to nobler deeds he was 
timorous. and flothful : Yet he pleaſed the ear, and, 

with perſuaſive accent, he thus began his ſpeech. O 
peers, I ſhould be much for open war, as I am not be-- 
hindi in hate; if what was urged (120) as a main rea- 
ſon to perſuade to immediate war, did not diſſuade me 
moſt from it, and if it gid not ſeem to caſt an ominous 
conjecture on the whole ſucceſs; I mean that, when 
he who moſt excels in fact of arms, is miſtruſtful in 
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In what he counſels, and in what excels, 125 
Miſtruſtful, grounds his courage on deſpair, 
And utter diffolution, as the ſcope 
Of all his aim, after Tome dire revenge. 


Firſt, what revenge? The tow'rs of heav'n are fill/d 


With armed watch, that render all acceſs 130 
Impregnable: oft on the bord'ring deep 
Incamp their legions ; or, with obſcure wing, 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night, ; 


Scorning furpriſe. Or could we break our way 


By force, and at our heels all hell ſhould riſe 1 35 
With blackeſt infurrection, to confound | 


Heav'n's pureſt light; yet our great enemy, 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted; and th' ethereal mould, 


what he counſels, and in what he excels, and grounds 
his courage on deſpair and utter diſſolution (125), as 
'the ſcope of all his aim, after ſome dire revenge! Firſt, 
let me aſk, What revenge! The towers of heaven 
are filled with armed watch, that render all acceſs im- 
pregnable (1300: And their legions oft encamp on the 
bordering deep; or with obſcure wing, and ſcorning ſur- 
prize, ſcout far and wide into the realm of night. Or 


could we break our way by force, and all hell ſhould riſe 


with black keſt inſurrection at our heels (13 5), to con- 
ſound heaven's pureſt light; yet our great enemy, all 
f incorruptible, would f. t unpolluted on his —_— and 
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Incapable of Rain, would Hook expel 0 
Her miſchief, and purge off the baſer fre, eta 


_ » Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Is flat deſpair ; We muſt exaſperate 


Th' almighty victor to ſpend all his rage, 
And that muſt end us; that muſt be our cure, 145 
To be no more. Sad cure! for who would loſe, 
Though full of pain, this intellectual being, 
Thoſe thoughts that wander through eternity, 
To perifn rather, ſwallow'd up and loſt 

In the wide womb of uncreated night, 156 


| Devoid of ſenſe and motion? And who knows, 
Let this'be good, whether our angry foe 


Can give it, or will ever? how he can, 


Is doubtful ; that he never will, is ſure. 7 


the ethereal mould, which is incapable of ſtain, would 


ſoon expel (140) her miſchief, and purge off the baſer 
fire, victorious. Thus repulſed, our final hope is flat 


_ deſpair : We muſt exaſperate the almighty victor to 
ſpend all his rage, and that muſt end us; that muſt be 


our cure, to be no more (145). Sad cure! for who, 
though full of pain, would loſe this intellectual being, 


and thoſe thoughts that wander through eternity, ra- 


tber to periſh and be ſwallowed up and loſt in the wide 


womb of uncreated night, devoid of ſenſe and motion 


(150)? And who knows, ſet this be ſuppoſed forour good, 


whether our angry foe can give it, or will ever give it? 
how he can give it, is doubtful; that he never will give 


f 
9 
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Will he, ſo OY) let looſe at once Few 11 : 5 


Belike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his enemies, their wiſh, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger ſaves 
To puniſh endleſs ? Wherefore ceaſe we then? 
Say they who counſel war; we are decreed, 1 60 
Reſerv'd, and deſtin'd to eternal woe; 
Whatever doing, what can we ſuffer more, | 
What can we ſuffer worſe? Is this then worſt, 
Thus ſitting, thus conſulting, thus in arms? 


What, when we fled amain, purſued, and ſtruck 1 6 4 


With heav'n's afflicting thunder, and beſought 


The deep to ſhelter us? this hell then ſeem'd 
A . from thoſe wunde Or when we ky 


it, is ſure. Will he, ſo wiſe as he is, let looſe his ire 


at once (155), belike ! through i impotence, or unaware, 
to give his enemies their wiſh, and end them in his 


anger, them, whom his anger ſaves to puniſh | endleſs ? 


Wherefore ceaſe we then ? ſay they who counſel war; "MN 


we are decreed (160), we are reſerved, and deſtined to 
eternal woe ; whatever doing, what can we ſuffer more, 


what can we ſuffer worſe ?' Is this then worlt, to be 


thus fitting, thus conſulting, thus in arms ? what then, 
when we fled amain, and were purſued and ſtruck (165) 


with heaven's afflicting thunder, and beſought the deep 


| elter us? this hell then, ſeemed a ſhelter from 
5 wounds: Or what, when we 127 chained on the 


4. 
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Chain'd on the burning lake? that ſure was worſe, + 


What ifthe breath that kindled thoſe grim fires, 170 
Awak'd, ſhould blow them into ſev'nfold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames? Or, from above, 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 

His red right hand to plague us? What if all 


Her ſtores were open'd, and this firmament 175 


Of hell ſhould ſpout her cataracts of fire, 
Impendent horrors, threat*ning hideous fall 


One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps, 
Deſigning or exhorting glorious war, 


Caught in a fiery tempeſt ſhall be hurPd d 160 : 


Each on his rock transfix 4, the ſport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds; 3 or for ever {ſunk 
nder yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains; 


burning lake? that to be ſure was worſe. What if the 


breath that kindled thoſe grim fires (179)z once awa- 
ked, ſhould blow them into ſevenfold rage, and plunge 


us in the flames? or, ſhould intermitted vengeance, 


from above, arm again his red right hand to plague us ? 
or, what if all her (hell's) ſtores were opened, and this 
firmament of (175) hell ſhould ſpout her cataracts of 
fire, (impendent horrors), threatening one day hideous 


fall upon our heads; while we, perhaps, deſigning or 


exhorting glorious war, caught in a fiery tempeſt ſhall 


be hurled (180) each on his rock transfixed, the ſport 
and prey of wracking whirlwinds; or what if we ſhould }. 


be for ever ſunk under yon boiling ocean, and wrapt 
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There to converſe with everlaſting groans, | 
Vnrefpited, unpitied, unrepriev d., 1385 
Ages of hopeleſs end? This would be worſe, 
War therefore, open or conceal'd, alex 
My voice diffuades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whoſe eye 
Views all things at one view ? He from: heay' ns 


beighrt | 
All theſe our motions vain ſees, Ny" dende, 191 


Not more almighty to reſiſt our might 

Than wiſe to fruſtrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven 

Thus trampled, thus expellꝰd to fuffer here 195 

Chains and theſe torments ? * Better en than 
Ne 


in n "there to converſe with everlaſting groans, 
unreſpited, unpitied, and unreprieved, for ages of hope- 
leſs end (18 5)? this would be worſe. My voice, there · 
fore, alike diſſuades from open or concealed war; for 
| what can force or guile avail with him, or who can 
deceive his mind, whoſe eye views all things at one 
view? he, from heaven's height, ſees all theſe our vain 
| motjons, and derides us (191); ; he being not more al- 
mighty to reſiſt our might, than he is wiſe to fruſtrate 
all' our plots and wiles. Shall we then live thus vile, 
ſay they, we, the race of heaven, thus trampled, thus 
- expelled, to ſuffer theſe chains and torments here (195)? 
By my advice, it is better to ſuffer theſe than worſe; 
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By my advice; ſince fate inevitable 

Zubdues us, and omnipotent decree, 

The victor's will. To ſuffer, as to do, 

Our ſtrength 1 is equal, nor the law unjuſt 200 
That ſo ordains: : This was at firſt reſolv'd, | 
If we were wiſe, againſt ſo great a Enna 373 


Contending, and ſo doubtful what might fall. 

1 laugh, when thoſe who at the ſpear are bold 

And ventrous, if that fail them, ſhrink and fear 
What yet they know muſt follow, to endure. 206 

Exile, or ignominy', or bonds, or pain, 

The ſentence of their conqu'ror: This is now 

Our doom; which, if we can ſuſtain and bear, 

Our ſupreme foe in time may much remit 210 


His anger; and perhaps, thus far remov'd, 


ſince inevitable fate ſubdues us, and omnipotent de- 
cree, which is the victor's will. Our ſtrength is as e- 

qual to ſuffer, as it is to do, nor is the law unjuſt that 
 _ordains it to be ſo (200) : This was at firſt reſolved, if 
we were wiſe, when contending againſt ſo great a foe, 
and fo doubtful what might fall out. I laugh when 
thoſe who are bold and ventrous at the ſpear, if that fail 
them, ſhrink and fear what yet they know (205) muſt 
follow, to endure exile, or i gnominy, or bonds, or pain, 


the ſentence of their conqueror: This is now our doom; 


which if we can ſuſtain and bear, our ſupreme foe may 


in time much remit (210) his anger; and perhaps we ö 
n thus far On, he ana? not mind us while not g 


O | ; i 
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4 * 
> 5 
, - 
* 
1 


106 PARADISE LOST. Bock II. 
Not mind us not offending, fatisfy*d 
With what is puniſh*d ; whence theſe raging fires 
Will ſlacken, if his breath ſtir not their flames. 
Our purer efſence then will overcome 215 
Their noxious vapour; or inur'd, not feel; 
Or chang'd at length, and to the place conform'd | 
In temper and in nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain; 


This horror will grow mild, this darkneſs light; 5220 
' Beſides what hope che never-ending flight 


Offuture days may bring, what chance, what change 
Worth waiting; ſince our preſent lot appears 
For happy though but ill, for ill not worſt, 
If we procure not to ourſelves more woe. 225 
Thus Belial, with words cloth'd in reaſon's garb, 


\ 
offending, and be ſatisfied with what is puniſhed ; 
hence theſe raging fires will ſlacken, if his breath ſtir 
not their flames. Our purer eſſence then will over- 
come their noxious vapour (215) 3 or being inured to 
it, we will not ſeel; or being changed at length, and 
. conformed i in temper and in nature to the place, we 
will receive the fierce heat as familiar, and void of pain; 
this horror will grow mild, this darkneſs will grow 
light (220); beſides, conſider what hope the never- end- 
ing flight of future days may bring, what chance, and 
what change worth waiting for; ſince our preſent lot 
appears for happy, though but ill; yet for ill which is 

not the worſt of ills, if we procure not to ourſelves more 
woe (225). Thus Belial, with words clothed in reaſon's 
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| Counſel'd * ba umd peaceful ſloth, 


Not peace: And after him thus Mammon ſpake. 
Either to diſinthrone the king of heaven | 


We war, if war be belt, or to regain — 230 
Our own right loft : Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlaſting Fate ſhall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ſtrife : 
The former vain to hope, argues as Vain | 


The latter : For what place can be for us i 235 
Within heav'n's bound, unleſs * ea Lord * | 


preme 

We overpow'r? 3 he mould rent, 
And publift grace to all, on promiſe made 

Of new ſubjection; with what eyes could we 


— ſe, a pendbſul Wathy 2a 
peace: And after him Mammon ſpake thus. We war 


either to diſinthrone the King of heaven, if war be beſt, 


or to regain (230) our own right which we have loft: 

We may hope then to unthrone him, when everlaſting 
fate ſhall yield to fiekle Chance, and when Chaos ſhall 
judge the ſtrife between us; to hope the former, (i. e. 
to unthrone him) is W therefore, argues the lat- 
ter (i. e. to regain our right) to be as vain: For what 


place ean be for us (235) within heaven's bound, un- 


leſs we overpower heaven's ſupreme Lord? ſuppoſe he 


mould relent, and publiſh grace to all, on a promiſe . 
made of new ſubjection; with what eyes could we 
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Stand in his preſence humble, and rective 240 


Strict laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his godhead fing 
Forc'd Halleluiahs ; while he lordly fits 
Our envied ſov'reign, and his altar breathes 


Ambroſial odors and ambroſial flowers, 245 


Our ſervile offerings? This muſt be our taſk 
In heaven, this our delight; how wearifome 
Eternity ſo ſpent, in worſhip paid + 

To whom we hate | Let us not then purſue | 


By force py: by n aum d 250 


ſtand bundle in his 3 and receive (240) ſtrict 


laws impoſed on us, to celebrate his throne with war- 
bled hymns, and ſing forced halleluiahs to his God- 
head; while he ſits lordly our envied ſovereign, and 
his altar breathes ambroſial odors from ambroſial flow- 
ers, our ſervile offerings (245) ? This muſt be our taſk 
in heaven, this muſt be our delight; how weariſome 
an eternity ſo ſpent in worſhip paid to him whom we 


hate | 1 Let us not then purſue our ſtate of ſplendid vaſ- 


ſalage by force, which 1s e or by leave obtain- 


AV orld i 245- Though Dr Bently has noſe . 
grammatical errors upon Milton, which that poet is not 
really guilty of; yet his correction in this verſe certainly 
ſtands with reaſon. For it ought 6 or 2 


Ambroſial odors from ambroſial flowers, . 
and not Ambroſial odors and ambroſial flowers. 


| 
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Unacceptable, though in heav'n, our ſtate 
Of ſplendid vaſſalage; but rather ſeek 


Our own good from ourſelves, and from our own 


Live to ourſelves, though in this vaſt receſs, 


Free, and to none accountable, preferring Bre” 


Hard liberty before the eaſy yoke | 
Of ſervile pomp. Our greatneſs will appear 


Then moſt conſpicuous, when great things of ſmall, 
Uſeful of hurtful, proſp'rous of adverſe Ig 


We can create ; and in what place ſe” er 260 


Thrive under ew il, and work eaſe out of pain, 


Through labour and endurance. This deep world 


Of darkneſs do we dread? ? How oft amidit 
Thick 9 and dark doth heav'n's all-ruling Sire 


ed (2 50), which is unacceptable, though in heaven; but 


' father let us ſeek our own good from ourſelves, and 


from our own good live to ourſelves, free, though in 
- this vaſt receſs, and accountable to none; thus pre- 
ferring (2 5 5) hard liberty before the eaſy yoke of ſer- 
vile pomp. Our greatneſs will appear then 'moſt con- 


fpicuous when we can create great things out of 
ſmall things, and uſeful things out of hurtful things, 


and proſperous things out of adverſe things; and thrive 


under evil, in what place ſoever we are in (260), and 
work eaſe out of pain, through labour and endurance. 5 
Do we dread this deep world of darkneſs ? How oft 


doth. heaven's all-ruling Sire chuſe to reſide amidſt 
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Chuſe to reſide, his glory unobſcur d, 265 
And with the majeſty of darkneſs roand — 
Covers his throne; from whence deepthunders roar 
Muſt' ring their rage, and heay'n reſembles hell? 
As he our darkneſs, cannot we his light 
Imitate when we pleaſe ? This deſert foit 270 
Wants not her hidden luſtre, gems and gold: 
Nor want we fkill or art, from whence to raiſe 
Magnificence ; and what can heav'n ſhow more? 
Our torments alſo may in length of time 
Become our elements; theſe piercing fires 275 
As foft as now fevere, our temper chang'd 
Into their temper ; which muſt needs remove 
The fenfible of pain. All things invite 


thick and Auk clouds, yet his glory unobſcuted, and 
(265) covers his throne round with the majeſty of dark- 
neſs; from whence deep thunders, muſtering their 
rage, roar, and heaven” feſembles hell? As he imi- 
tates our darkneſs, cannot we imitate his light when 
we pleaſe? This deſart ſoil (270) wants not her hid- 


den luftre, ſuch. as gems and gold : Nor want we ſkill | 


or art from whence to raiſe magnificence; and what 
can heaven ſnow more? Our torments alſo may, in 
length. of time, became our elements; and theſe piercing 


fies (275) may become as ſoft as they are now ſevere, 


aud our temper may be changed into their temper; 


which, muſt needs remove the ſenſe of pain. All things 


Verte 278. Tir ſenfible of pain, is put for the ſenſe of 
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To peaceful counſels, and the ſettled ſtate 


Of order, how in ſafety beſt we may 280 


— 


Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 
Of what we are, and where; diſmiſſing quite 
All thoughts of war: Ye have what I adviſe. 


He ſcarce had finiſh'd, when ſuch murmur fill'd I 


Th' aſſembly, as when hollow rocks retain . 285 
The ſound of bluſt'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the fea, now with hoarſe cadence lull 


Sea · faring men o'er-watchd,whoſe bark by chance 


Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempeſt ; Such applauſe was "NE" 290 
As Mammon ended, and his ſentence pleas'd, 


invite to peaceful counſels, and the ſettled ſtate of or- 
der, and how we may beſt compoſe our preſent evils 


in ſafety, with regard (280) of what we are, and where 


we are; diſmiſſing quite all thoughts of war. Ye have 
heard what I adviſe. He ſcarce had finiſhed his ſpeech, 
when ſuch a murmur filled the aſſembly, as when 
hollow rocks retain the ſound of bluſtering winds (28 505 
which had rouſed the ſea all the night long, and now 


with hoarſe cadence lull ſea-faring men, who have been 


over-watched, and whoſe bark or pinnace anchors by. 
chance in a craggy bay after the tempeſt : Such ap- 


plauſe was s heard (290) as Mammon ended his eech, 5 


Pain; which is a en uncommon in our language, , 


and not to de imitated. 


5 


1 
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Adviſing peace : For ſuch another field 


They dreaded worſe than hell: So much the fear 
Of thunder and the ſword of Michael 


Wrought {till within them; and no leſs deſire 295 
Io found this nether empire, which might riſe, 
By policy, and long proceſs of time, 
In emulation oppoſite to heaven. 
Which when Beclzebub perceiv'd, than n, 
Satan except, none higher ſat, with grave 300 
Aſpect he roſe, and in his riſing ſeem'd + 8 
A pill'ar of ſtate; deep on his front ingraven 
Deliberation ſat, an public care; 
And princely counſel in his face yet vs, 
Majeſtic though i in ruin: Sage he ſtood 303 


and, by adviſing peace, his ſentence pleaſed : For they 
dreaded ſuch another field of battle worſe than hell: 


3o much the fear of thunder and the ſword of Michael 


wrought ſtill within them ; and no leſs deſire wrought 
within them (295) to found this nether empire, which, 
they imagined, might riſe by policy and long proceſs 
of time, in emulation, oppoſite to heaven. Which, 
when Beelzebub perceived, than whom, except Satan, 
none ſat higher; he roſe with grave aſpect (300), and, 
in his rifing, ſeemed a pillar of ſtate : Deliberation and 
public care ſat deep engraven on his front ; and princely 
- counſel-yet ſhone in his face, which was majeſtic, 
though in ruin (305): He ſtood ſage with Atlantean 


5 
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With Atlantean ſhoulders fit to bear 


The weight of mightieſt monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention ſtill as night, 

Or ſummer” s noon-tide air, while thus he ſpake. 
Thrones and imperial pow rs, offspring of heaven, 


Fiheveal virtues ; or theſe titles now - 311 


Muſt we renounce, and, changing ſtyle, be call'd 


Princes of Hell? for ſo the popular vote - 


Inclines, here to continue, and build up here | 
A growing empire; doubtleſs ; while we dream, 


ſhoulders, fit to bear the, weight of mightieft monar- 
chies; his look drew audience and attention ſtill (calm) 
as night or ſummer's noon-tide air, while thus he 


ſpake. Thrones and imperial powers, offspring of t 


heaven (310), ethereal virtues z or muſt. we now re- 
nounce theſe titles, and, changing our ſtile, be called 


Princes of Hell ? for ſo the popular vote inclines, as 
they ſeem willing to continue here, and to build up 
here a growing empire; doubtleſs; while we thus 


verſe 306. Ailantean is an adjective, derived from At- 


las, a mountain in Mauritania, ſo high, that the poets 


make a perſon of it, and feign him to have been the bro- 


ther of Prometheus, and that he was turned i into this 

; mountain by Perſeus, at the ſight of the Gorgon's head. 
The hiſtory is, that he was a king of Mauritania, and an 
excellent aſtronomer; and his making frequent obſerva- 


tions of the ſtars on a very high mountain in that coun- 
e 7 | | 
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And know not 2 the King of heav'n ck doom'd 
This place our dungeon; not our ſafe retreat 317 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 

From heav'n's high juriſdiction, i in new league 
Banded againſt his throne, but to remain - 320 
In ſtricteſt bondage, though thus far remov'd 
Under th' inevitable curb, reſerv'd 

His captive multitude: For he, be ſure, 

In height or depth, ſtill firſt and laſt will reign 
Sole king, and of his kingdom Joſe no part 325 
By our revolt; but over hell extend 

His empire, and with iron ſceptre rule 0 

Us here, as with his golden thoſe in heaven. 


dream (315), and know not that the King of heaven 
hath doomed this place for our dungeon, and not for 
our ſafe retreat beyond his potent arm, wherein to live 
exempt from heaven” s high juriſdiction, while we are 
banded in new league againſt his throne z but where we 
are to remain (320) in ſtricteſt bondage, | (though thus far 
removed), and tobe reſerved his captive multitude, un- 
der the inevitable curb : For he, to be ſure, will {till 
reign ſole King firſt and laſt, in height of heaven, ox in 
depth of hell, and loſe no part of his kingdom by our 


revolt (425) ; but will extend his empire over hell, and 
rule us here with his iron ſceptre, as he rules thoſe in 


| | heaven with his golden ſceptre. For what end then do 


try (now called mount Atlas) gave riſe to the fable of 
his bearing the heavens upon his ſhoulders. 


Bock I. PARADISE LOST. 115 


What fit we then projecting peace and war? 

War hath determin'd us, and foiPd with loſs 330 
Irreparable; terms of peace yet none 

Vouchſaf'd or ſought; for what peace will be given 

To us inſlav'd, but cuſtody ſevere, 

And ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment 

Inflicted ? and what peace can we return, 335 

But to our pow'r hoſtility and hate, 

Untam'd reluctance, and revenge though ſlow, 

Yet ever plotting how the conqu'ror leaſt 

May reap his conqueſt, and may leaſt rejoice 

In doing what we moſt in ſuffering feel ?: 340 

Nor will occaſion want, nor ſhall we need | 

With dang'rous expedition to invade 


we fit projecting peace and war? War hath deter- 
mined us, and foiled us with irreparable loſs (330) 
and as'to terms of peace, there are none as yet either 
vouchſafed or ſought: For what peace will be given to 
us inflaved thus? What elſe, but ſevere cuſtody, and 
ſtripes, and arbitrary puniſhment inflicted upon us? 
And what peace can we return, but (to the utmoſt of 


our power) (335) hoſtility, and hate, and untamed re- | 


luctance, and revenge, though ſlow, yet ever plotting 


how the conqueror may leaſt reap his conqueſt, and 


may leaſt rejoice in doing, what we moſt feel in ſuffe- 


ring (340) ? Nor will we want occaſion, nor ſhall we 


need to invade heaven with dangerous expedition, 


# 
1! 
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Heav'n, whoſe high walls fear no aſſault or ſiege, 
Or ambuſh from the deep. What if we find 
Some eaſier enterpriſe ? There is a place, 345 
(If ancient and prophetic fame in heaven : 
Err not) another world, the happy feat 

Of ſome new race call'd Man, about this time 


To be created like to us, though leſs 

In pow'r and excellence, but favour'd more 350 
Of him who rules above; ſo was his will 
Pronoune'd among the Gods, and by an oath, 


firmꝰ d. | 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mold 355 
Or ſubſtance, how indued, and what their power, | 


\ 


whoſe high walls fear no affault or fiege, or ambuſh 
from the deep. What if we find ſome eaſier enterprize ? 


ven err not) another world, the happy ſeat of ſome new 
race called Man, to be created about this time, like to us,. 
though leſs in power and excellence, but more favour- 
ed of him who rules above (350) ; ſo his will was pro- 
. nounced among the gods, and confirmed by an oath, 
that ſhook heaven's whole circumference. Let us bend 
all our thoughts thither, to learn what creatures inha- 
bit there, and of what mold (355) or ſubſtance they 
are, and how they are endued, and what their power 
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That ſhook heav'n's whole circumference, con- 


Fhere is a place (34 5), (if antient prophetic fame in hea- 
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And where their weakneſs, how attempted beſt, 

By force or ſubtlety. Though heav'n be ſhut, 

And heav'n's high arbitrator ſit ſecure 

In his own ſtrength, this place may lie expos'd, 360 
The utmoſt border of his kingdom, left 

To their defenſe who hold it : Here perhaps 

Some advantageous act may be achiev'd 

By ſudden onſet, either with hell- fire | | 

| To waſte his whole creation, or poſſeſs 365 

All as our own, and drive, as we were driven, 

The puny habitants, or, if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Aboliſh his own works. This would ſurpaſs 370 


is, and where their weakneſs lies, how they may be 
beſt attempted, whether by force or ſubtlety ? Though 
heaven be ſhut, and heaven's high arbitrator fit ſecure 
in his own ſtrength, this place (which is about the ut- 


moſt border of his kingdom) may lie expoſed (360), and 
may be left to their defence who hold it. Here, per- 


' haps, ſome advantageous act may be achieved by ſud- 
den onſet, either to waſte his whole creation with hell- 
fire, or poſſeſs (365) all as our own, and drive out the 


puny habitants, as we were driven out from heaven; | 


or, if we do not drive them out, yet ſeduce them to our 
party; that their God may prove their toe, and with 
his repenting hand aboliſh his own works. This would 


118 PARADISE LOST. Book Il, 


Common revenge; and interrupt his joy 

In our eonfufion, and our joy upraiſe 

In his diſturbance; when his darling ſons, 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us; ſhall curſe 
Their frail original. and faded bliſs, 375 
Faded ſo ſoon. Adviſe if this be worth” 
Attempting, or to fit in darkneſs here 
Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his deviliſh counſel, firſt devis'd 

By Satan, and in part propos'd : For whence, 480 
But from the author of all ill, could ſpring 

So deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to ſpite | 


ſurpaſs common revenge (370), and interrupt his joy 
in our confuſion, and raiſe up our joy in his diſtur- 
bance; when his darling ſons, once hurled headlong 
to partake with us, ſhall curſe their frail original, and 
faded bliſs, faded ſo ſoon (375). Adviſe then if this 
be worth attempting, or if it be better to fit here in 
darkneſs hatching vain empires. Thus Beëlzebub 
pleaded his deviliſh counſel, which had been firft de- 
viſed by Satan, and had been in part propoſed'by him : 
For whence (380), but from the author of all ill, could 
ſpring ſo deep a malice, as to confound the race of man- 
kind in one root, (Adam), and to mingle and involve 
earth with hell; and all done to ſpite the great Crea- 


— — vi — PR 
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The great Creator? but their ſpite ſtill ſerves 385 

His glory to augment. The bold deſign 

Pleas'd highly thoſe. infernal ſtates, and joy 

Sparkled in all their eyes; with full aſſent _ 
They vote: Whereat his ſpeech he thus renews. 


Synod of gods, and like to what you are, 


Great things reſolv'd, which; from the loweſt deep 


Will once more lift us up, in ſpite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient ſeat ; perhaps in view. 
Of thoſe Wight confines, NOR neighb'ring 
arms 


And opportune excurſion, v we may chance 396 


Re-enter heav'n; or elſe in ſome mild zone 
Dwell not unviſited of heav'n' s fair light, 


Fe ſtates, and joy ſparkled in all their eyes; and they 
d vote for this enterprize with- full aſſent: Whereat he 


ye judged, and well have ye ended this long debate 


what ye are; which will once more lift us up from the 
loweſt deep, nearer our antient ſeat, in ſpite of fate; 
perhaps in view of thoſe bright confines, whence, with 
neighbouring arms (395) and opportune excurſion, we 
may chance to re- enter heaven; or elſe dwell ſecure in 


a - 


Wellhave ye judg*d, well ended long debate, 390 | 


ator ? But their ſpite {till ſerves (38 5 to augment his 
i glory. The bold defign highly pleaſed thoſe infernal 


thus renews his ſpeech. Synod of gods, well have 


(390), and have reſolved upon great things, like to 
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Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beam 
Purge off this gloom ; the ſoft delicious air, 400 
To heal the ſcar of theſe corroſive fires, 
Shall breathe her balm. But firſt whom ſhall we fend 
In ſearch of this new world ? whom ſhall we find 
Sufficient ? who ſhall tempt with wand'ring feet 


The dark unbottom'd infinite abyſs, 405 
And through the palpable obſcure find out 


His uncouth way, or ſpread his airy flight 

V pborne with indefatigable wings 

Over the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive 

The bar ille! ? What at Erengtd, what art can then 


and purge off this Boom: at the VAIN g orient hw; 


— 


the ſoft delicious air (400) ſhall breathe her balm to 


heal the ſcar of theſe corroſive fires. But whom ſhall 


we ſend firſt in ſearch of this new world? Whom ſhall 
' we find ſufficient? Who is he that ſhall tempt with 


wandering feet the dark unbottomed infinite abyſs 


(495), and find out his uncouth way through the pal- 
pable obſcure; or ſpread his airy flight borne up with 


| indefatigable wings over the vaſt abrupt, ere he arrive 
| my the ww Got ron gb, what art can then 


Verſe 410. Milton here, contrary to correct ſyntar, 
drops the prepoſition ar: Ere he arrive the happy iſe; 
for © ere he arrive at the happy iſle” And, in verſe 414 


| he drops the prepoſition of : © Here he had need all of 
7 cumſpection; for * all circumſpeQion. 
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Suffice, or what evaſion bear him ſafe 411 * 
Through the ſtrict ſenteries and ſtations thick 


Of angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumſpection, and we now no leſs 


Choice nour ſuffrage; for on whom we ſend, 415 
The weight of all and our laſt hope relies. 
Ighis faid, he fat; and expectation held 
| His look ſuſpenſe, awaiting who appear'd 
To ſecond, or oppqſe, or undertake il 
The perilous attempt: But all fat mute, 420 7? | | 
Pond'ring the danger with deepthoughts; and each 


a In others count*nance read his own diſmay, | 
4 Aſtoniſh'd. None among the choice and prime 4 
1 Of thoſe heav'n-warring champions could be found 

all | Thy | 

60 (410) ſuffice, or what evaſion bear him ſafe through the 

th ſtrict ſenteries and thick ſtations of angels watching 

P | round? Here he had need of all circumſpection, and 


" we had need now of no leſs circumſpeCtion in the 
| choice of our ſuffrage ; for all the weight of this enter- 
prize, and our laſt hope, relies on him whom we ſend 


4 (415). Having ſaid this, he fat down; and expectation 
held his look in ſuſpenſe, awaiting who appeared to 

47s ſecond, or oppoſe, or undertake the perilous attempt : | 
a But all ſat mute (420), pondering the danger with deep | 
: thoughts; and each aſtoniſhed, read in others counte- | 


nance his own diſmay. © None among the choice and 
prime of thoſe heaven-warring champions could be 
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80 hardy, as to proffer, or accept 2842 
Alone the dreadful voyage; till at laſt 
Satan, whom now tranſcendant glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Conſcious of higheſt worth, unmov'd thus ſpake. 
O progeny of heav'n, empyreal thrones, 430 
With reaſon hath deep ſilence and demur 
Seiz'd us, though undiſmay'd: Long is the way 
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light ; 
Our priſon ſtrong ; this huge convex of fire, 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 435 
Ninefold; and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us, prohibit all egreſs. 
' Theſe paſs d, if any paſs, the void profound 


— 


found ſo hardy, as to proffer or accept alone the dread. 
ful voyage (425); till at laſt Satan (whom now tran- 
ſcendent glory raiſed above his fellows), with monar- 
chal pride, and conſcious of higheſt worth, and un- 
moved with danger, thus ſpake. O progeny of heaven, 
empyreal thrones (430), with reaſon hath deep ſilence 
and demur ſeized us, though we are undiſmayed: 
Long is the way and hard, that leads out of hell, our 


ſtrong priſon, up to light; this huge convex of fire, ſo 


outrageous to devour, immures us round (435) nine: 
fold; and gates of burning adamant being barred over 

us, Prohibit all egreſs. Theſe once paſſed, if any 
ene can paſs them, the profound void of uneſſential 
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Ol uneſſential night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter loſs of being 440 
Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he ſcape into whatever world, 
Or unknown region, what remains him leſs 
Than, unknown dangers, and as hard eſcape ? 
But I ſhould ill become this throne, O peers, 445 
And this imperial ſov'reignty, adorn'd 
With ſplendor, arm'd with pow'r, if aught propos 4 
And judg*d of public moment, in the ſhape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Whevefore do? I aſſume 450 
| Theſe royalties, and not refuſe to reign, - 
| Refuſing to accept as great a ſhare 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 


night receives him next wide-gaping; and, when 
_ plunged in that abortive gulph, threatens him with ut- 
ter loſs of being (440). If he eſcape thence, into what- - 
ever world, or unknown region he may arrive, what 
leſs remains for him than unknown dangers, and as 
hard an eſcape? But, O peers, I ſhould ill become 
this throne (445), and this imperial ſovereignty, which 
18 adorned with ſplendor, and armed with power, if 
aught propoſed i in the ſhape of difficulty or danger, and 
judged of public moment, could deter me from. at- 
tempting it. Wherefore do J aſſume (4 50) theſe royal- 
ties, and do not refuſe to reign, yet refuſing to accept 
as great a ſhare of hazard as of honour, both due alike 
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To him who, reigns, and ſo much to him due 


Of hazard more, as he above the reſt 485" 


High honour'd ſits? Go therefore, mighty powers, 
Terror of heav'n, though fall'n; intend at home, 
While here ſhall be our home, what beſt may eaſe 
The . preſent miſery, and render hell | 
More tolerable ; it there be cure or charm, 460 
To reſpite, or deceive, or ſlack the pain 

Of this ill manſion : Intermit no watch 

Againſt a wakeful foe, while I abroad 

Through all the coaſts of dark deſtruction ſeek 


Deliv*rance for us all: This enterprize 465 


None ſhall partake with me. Thus ſaying roſe 
The monarch, and prevented all reply; 
Prudent, leſt, from his reſolution rais'd, 


to him who reigns, and ſo much more of hazard is 


due to him, as he fits high honoured above the reſt 


(455)? Go therefore, mighty powers, terror of hea- 
Ven, though fallen; intend at home, while our home 
ſhall be here, what may beſt eaſe the preſent miſery, 
and render hell more tolerable ; if there be any cure, 
or charm (460), to reſpite, or deceive, or ſlack the 
pain of this ill manſion : Intermit no watch againſt a 
wakeful foe; while I ſeek abroad, through all the 
| coaſts of dark deſtruction, deliverance for us all: None 
ſhall partake of this enterprize with me (465). Thus 


ſaying the monarch roſe, and prevented all reply; he 
was et leſt, from his. reſolution being raiſed, 


fe 
ic 


Bock Il. PARADISE LOST. 125 


Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certain to be refus'd) what erſt they fear d; 470 
And fo refus'd, might in opinion ſtand 

His rivals; winning cheap the high repute, 


Which he thro? hazard huge muſt earn. But they 


Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they roſe: 475 
Their riſing all at once, was as the found 


Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 


With awful reverence prone; and as a god 
Extol him equal to the High'eſt in heaven: 


Nor fail'd they to expreſs how much they prais'd, 


That for the general ſafety he deſpis'd 481 
His own : For neither do the ſpirits damn'd 


* 
' 


others among the chief peers might now offer (certain 


to be refuſed) what erſt they feared; and being ſo re- 


fuſed (470), might, in opinion, ſtand his rivals, win- 


ning cheap the high repute, which he muſt earn thro? 
huge hazard. But they dreaded not more the adven- 
ture, than they dreaded his forbidding voice; and they 


roſe with him at once (475) Their riſing all at once, 


was as the ſound of thunder heard remote. They bend 
prone towards him with awful reverence ; and extol 
him as a god equal to the Higheſt in heaven : Nor fail- 


ed they to expreſs how much they praiſed him, that he, 
for the general ſafety, deſpiſed his own ſafety (481) ; 
for neither do the damned ſpirits loſe all their virtue; 
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Loſe all their wine; ; leſt bad men ſhould boaſt 

Their ſpecious deeds an earth, which glory? excites, 

Or cloſe ambition varniſh'd o'er with zeal. 48 5 
Thus they their doubtful conſultations dark 

| Ended, rejoicing in their matchleſs chief: 

As when from mountain-tops the -duſky clouds 

Aſcending, while the north-wind fleeps, o*erfpread 

Heav'n's chearful face, the louring element 490 

Scowls o'erthe darken'd landſkip ſnow, of ſhower : 

If chance the radiant ſun with farewel ſweet 

Extend his evening-beam, the fields revive, 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

| Atteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings. 495 
O ſhame to men! devil with devil damn'd | 


— 


leſt, if they had none left, bad men ſhould boaſt cf 
their ſpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, or 
which cloſe ambition, varniſhed over with zeal, excites 
(48 5). Thus they ended their doubtful and dark con- 
ſultations, rejoycing in their matchleſs chief: As 
when the duſky clouds aſcending from mountain-tops, 
(while the north- wind ſleeps) overſpread heaven's chear- 
ful face, the louring element (490) ſcowls over the 
landſkip, darkened with ſnow or ſhower; if by chance 
the radiant ſun extend his evening beam with ſweet 
- farewel, the fields revive, the birds renew their notes, 

and bleating herds atteſt their joy, ſo that hill and va- 

ley rings (495). O ſhame to man! damned devil 
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Firm concord holds, men only diſagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 


Of heav*nly grace: And God proclaiming peace, 


Yet live in hatred, enmity, and ſtrife, 500 

Among themſelves, and levy cruel wars, 

Waſting the earth, each other to deſtroy ; 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not helliſh foes enow beſides, 

That, day and night, for his deſtruction wait. 505 
The Stygian council thus diſſolv'd; and forth 

In order came the grand infernal peers: 


Midſt came their mighty paramount, nd ſeem'd | 


Alone th' antagoniſt of heaven, nor leſs 
Than hell's dread emperor, with pomp ſupreme, 
And god-like imitated ſtate : him round 511 


holds concord with devil, men, of all rational crea- 


tures, only diſagree, though under hope of heavenly 


grace; and God proclaiming grace, yet live in hatred, 
enmity, and ſtrife among themſelves (500), and levy 
cruel wars, waſting the earth to deſtroy each other : 
As if (which might induce us to accord) man had 


not helliſh foes enow beſides, that wait day and night 


for his deſtruction (505). The Stygian counſel thus 
diſſolved; and the grand infernal peers came forth in 


order: Their mighty paramount came in the midſt of 
them, and ſeemed alone the antagoniſt of heaven, nor 


did he ſeem leſs than hell's dread emperor, with ſu- 


preme pomp (5 10), and god · like imitated ſtate; 2 


- 


— — 
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A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos d. 

With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 

Then of their ſeſſion ended they bid cry 

With trumpets regal ſound the great reſult; 51; 

| Tow'ards the four winds four ſpeedy Cherubim 

Put to their mouths the ſounding alchemy, 

By herald's voice explam'd ; the hollow? abyſs 

Heard far and wide, and all the hoſt of hell 

With deaf ning ſhout return'd them loud acclaim, 
Thence more at eaſe their minds, and ſomewhat 


rais*d Is $81 521 | 


By falſe preſumptuous hope, the ranged powers 


Ts globe of fey ſeraphim incloſed bins round with bright 


emblazonry and horrent arms. Then they bid cry the 
great reſult of their ended ſeſſion with the regal ſound 
: of trumpets (5 15); four ſpeedy cherubim put to their 
mouths the ſounding alchemy towards the four winds, 
which was explained by the voice of heralds ; the hol- 
low abyſs heard far and wide, and all the hoſt of hell, 
with deafening ſhout, returned them loud acclaim 
| £20). Thence, the ranged powers, having their mind 
more at eaſe, and "ng arg pion raiſed by falſe 2h 


\ 


Verſe 512. A Wal here a bertslien in circle ſur- 


| rounding him. 


Verſe 517. 1 is a mixture of metals of which 


| ſpoons, &c. are made. Milton here, by a metonymy, puts 
alchemy, which is the matter itſelf, for the trumpet! 
"which is the thing made; trumpets of any mixed metal. 


nds 
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Purſues, as inclination or ſad choice 


Book U. PARADISE LOST. 129 


Diſband, and wand”r] ring; each his ſeveral ne 1 | 
Leads him perplex'd, where he may likelieſt find « 5 25 
Truce to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain * / 
The irkſome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air ſubline, 
Upon the wing, or in ſwift race contend, 

As at th* Olympian games or Pythian fields; 5 30 
ſumptuous hope, diſband; and wandering, each pur- 
ſues his ſeveral way, as inclination or ſad choice leads 


him, perplexed where he may likelieſt find (525) truce 


to his reſtleſs thoughts, and entertain the irkſome hours 


till his great chief return. Part contend, or either) i in 
ſwift race on the plain, or' upon the wing in the ſu- 


blime air, as as at the Olympian games, or in the P * of 


#4 : . 4 . 
k . 
— 


Verſe 530. Olynipian gamer. —The Olympic games were 


celebrated every fifth year, in honour of Jupiter Olym- 
Pius, near Olympia i in Peloponneſus. Five kinds of ex- 
erciſes were praiſed at thoſe games, viz. leaping, running, 


quoiting, darting, and wreſtling. 'The Pythian” games 
were celebrated in the plains of Phocis in Greece, near 


the city. of Delphi. Theſe games were inſtituted in ho- 
nour of Apollo, who flew the monſtrous ſerpent Python, 
or rather a man of that name, who, for his notorious 


outrages, was ſurnamed Draco, as hinted by Strabo; 


Draco being the hateful name of an Athenian lawgiver, 


who was fo ſevere, that he puniſhed every fault with 


R 


= 
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Part EY their fiery ſteeds, or * the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
Wag'd in the troubled ſky, and armies ruſh 
To. battle in the clouds, before each van 53 5 
Prick forth the airyknights,and couch their ſpears, 
Till thickeſt legions cloſe ; with feats of arms 
From either end of heav'n the welkin burns, 
Qthers, with vaſt T yphoean rage more fell, 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 549 


In Wird 2 en Ware holds the wild urbar. 


- 


thian 11 atk ; e fiery ſteeds, or ſhun 


the goal with rapid wheels, or form fronted brigades, 


As when {to warn proud cities) war appears waged in 
the woubled ſky, and armies ruſh to battle in the clouds, 
the airy knights prick forth before each van (535), and 
couch their ſpears till thickeſt legions cloſe, and the 

welkin burns with feats of arms from either end of 
heaven, Others with vaſt Typhoean rage, more fell, 
rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air (540) 1 in 


mig Fel ſcarce e. holds the wild L As 


5411 25 


f death; Ae made Demades 165. that he wrote his laws, 
not with ink, but with blood. Ne A 


Feste 536: To prick forth, means. to ride . and, 


to couch their. ſpears, is to fix them in reſts, made for 


chat n in their 5 or ele, 


* 
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As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown'dde 


With conqueſt, felt th' invenom' d robe, and tore 


Through pain up by the roots Theſſalian pines; 


And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw a 545 


Into th* Euboic ſea: Others more ere ; 
Retreated in a-filent valley, ſinng 
With notes angelical to many FAR bro; 10 
Their own heroic deeds and hapleſs fall! 
By doom of battle; and complain that fate 550 
Free virtue ſhould inthral to force or chance. 
Their 2 was VR 5 -but the ee 
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when Alcides, crowned with! r 4:6 hat 


felt the invenomed robe, and, through pain, tore up 
the Theſſalian pines by the roots; and threw n 


from the top of Oeta into the Euboic ſea-( 545). 


thers, more mild, had retreated, and, in a ſilent has = 
ley, ſing with notes angelical to many a harp their own 
heroic deeds and hapleſs fall by doom of battle; and 
complain that fate (550) ſhould enthral free virtue to 
n or to . ee ſong was e dut the 


— 8 — 1 * 


vert 542. This Ra of Hercules's Gag! up the 
Theffalian pines by the roots, and throwing Lichas into 
the ſea, is but low, in in compariſon of the fallen angels 
rending up the rocks, and riding in whirlwinds: It is 


furprifing that Milton's fertile imagination did not fur- 


niſh him with ſome ſtronger reſemblance * more ſtri- 
king 1 image on Wy oecaſion. 1 


— 


\ 
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(What could; it leſs 1 ſpi' rits immortal fing ?) 
Suſpended hell, and took with raviſtiment - 

The thronging audience: In diſcourſe more ſweet, 
(For eloquence the ſoul, ſong e the ſenſe) 


Others apart ſat on a hill retir'd, 357 


In thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 


Fixꝰ d fate, free will, foreknowledge abſolute, 560 


And found no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt. 
Of good and evil much they en as" . 
Of happineſs and final miſery, 8 
Paſhon and apathy, and glory' 3 ſhame, 


Vain wiſdom all, and falſe philoſophy: : 5065 


Yet, with a pleaſing ſorcery, could charm 
Pain e 5 or ee and excite 


5 « *Þ 7 F 2 


BAL. ml could. it 4150 lefs on iow aria] . 


ng “) ſuſpended hell, and took the thronging audience 
with raviſhment. -- In diſcourſe more ſweet (555), (for 


eloquenee:charms the ſoul, and ſong charms the ſenſe); 
others fat, apart and retired on a hill, more elevated 


in thoughts, and reaſoned high of providence, of fore- 
| knowledge, of will, and of fate; of fixed fate, of free 


will, and of abſolute fore- khqwledge; ; and, loſt in 
wandering. mazes, found no end (561). They argued 
then much of good and evil, ol happineſs and final mi- 


ſcry, of paſſion and apathy, and of glory, and ſhame; 


all vain, wiſdom and falſe. philoſophy (565) Vet they 


could charm pain and anguiſh for a while, with a plea · 
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Fallacious hope, or arm th? obdured breaſt 
With ſtubborn patience, as with triple ſteel. 
Another part, in ſquadrons and groſs bands, 570 | 
On bold adventure to diſcover wide 
Tbat diſmal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eaſier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 0 
Of four infernal rivers, that diſgorge 575 
Into the burning lake their baleful ſtreams; 
Abhorred ee the 905 s e n 


fing. 888 ak 1 excite 1 3 or arm 
the obdurate breaſt with ſtubborn. patience, as it were 
with. triple ſteel. Another part, marching in qua- 
drons and groſs bands ( 570), on bold adventure to diſ. 
cover that diſmal wide world, if perhaps any clime 
might yield them eaſier habitation, bend their flying 
march four ways along the banks of four infernal ri- . 

vers, that diſgorge their (57 5) baleful ſtreams into the 

burning lake; abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 


N n t 
1 * 


Verſe 577. &c. The names of theſe five rivers are all of 
Greek derivation, and poetical fiction. Styx ſignifies ha- 
tred; Acheron, ſorrow; Cocytus, lamentation; Phlege- | 

58. fiery ; and Lethe, forgetfulneſs, As the ſituation 
of theſe rivers is arbitrary, different poets: placing them” 
differently; ſo Milton, as a poet, may be allowed the 


: ſame als of which he es here * 0 > judicious an 
uſe. : to ; wg. 7 EEE T3 I , I 2 34118 20 


— 
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Sad Acheron, of ſorrow, black and deep; 3 
Cocytus, namꝰ'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ſtream; fiercePhlegethon, 59 | 
Whoſe waves of torrent fire-inflame with rage. 
Far off from theſe, à ſow and ſilent e 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls N : 
Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former ſtate and being _ 5 8 5 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleaſure 1 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetiin] ſtorms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 


Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin ſeems 59 


Of ancient ple 3 all cle l ſnow and ice, 


— 


| b Acheron, the flood of Sri; black and deep; 
Coeytus, named the river of loud lamentation, which 
is heard on the rueful ſtream ; fierce air (580), 
whoſe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. | Far off 
from theſe, Lethe, a flow and ſilent ſtream (called the 
river of oblivion), rolls her watery labyrinth; whereof 
who drinks, forthwith forgets his former ſtate and be- 
ing (585) 3 he forgets both joy and grief, and pleaſure 
and pain. A frozen continent, dark and wild, lies 
beyond this flood, which is beat with perpetual ſtorms 
of whiclwind and dire hail, which thaws not on firm 
land, but gathers into a heap, and ſeems the ruin ( 599) 
of ſome antient pile ; all elſe ſeems deep ſnow and ice; 


— 
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A gulf profound, as that Serbonian dog's 
| Betwixt Damiata and mount Caſius Mn. 


Where armics whole have ſunk: The parching air 
Burns frore, and cold performs th' effect of fire. 


Thither by harpy-footed furies hab d. 596 


At certain revolutions, all the damn'd - 


Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter. al 


Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 
From beds of raging an to. i in ice es 


1 as 5 a e as 51 bake RL betwixe 
Damiata and old mount Caſius, where whole armies 


have ſunk : The parching air burns frore, and cold ; 


| performs the effect of fire 95). All the damned are 


brought thither, being haled by harpy-footed furies 


at certain revolutions; and here they feel by turns the 


bitter change of fierce extremes, extremes which are 
more fierce by change; they are brought from beds of 
faging fire to ſtarve their ſoft e en in ice 


verſe 592. e is a e 4 lake, between 
Coelo-Syria and Egypt, 200 furlongs in length; the banks 
whereof being very ſandy, the winds blow ſo much of the 
ſand into the lake, as to cover it in ſuch a manner, that it 


can hardly be diſtinguiſhed from the land ; which decep- 


tion has occafioned JIE" ame to be Twallowed, up | 


in it, 1 


Verſe 50 Js. 5 ſignifies frozen : "Theſe contrary effefs 


of heat and cold, in this deſcription of the infernal tor- 


; 8 7 
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Their ſoft ethereal warmth, and there to wor: 

Immoveable, infix' d, and frozen round, 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean ſound i 

Both to and fro, their ſorrow to . 605 

And wiſh and ſtruggle, as they paſs, to reach 
The tempting ſtream, with one ſmall »-+aha to n | 
In ſweet forgetfulneſs all pain and woc, | 


All in one moment, and ſo near the brinxk 
But Fate ana to 7 to _ th' atrempe 610 


+ 24 10 * 
% 


| (600), and 8 to pine 3 8 1 
frozen round for periods of time; thence they are 
hurried back to fire. Thus they ferry both to and fro 
over this Lethean ſound to augment their ſorrow (605), 
and they wiſh and ſtrugele, as they paſs, to reach the 
_ tempting ſtream, and while lo near the brink, wiſh, 
with one ſmall drop of its water, to loſe in ſweet for- 
getfulneſs all pain and woe All in one moment : But 
fate withitands, and AS with e 0 terror, 
g 1 . SH 


> : — 


ments, are ingeniouſly imagined, _ 1 well 3 re 
gil likewiſe, in his 6th book, makes oppoſite elements | 
contribute to the greater Puniſhment of the wicked. | 


7 For this are various penances enjoin . 


£4 92 | © 


And ſome are hung to. bleach upon the SHEN 


Some plung'd in waters, others plung'd in fires, ES 
| Till all n Gregg Are en, and all the ruſt 7 | 


-\ 
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Meduſa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The ford, and of itſelf the water flies 
All taſte of living wight, as once it fled 
The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
In confusꝰd march forlorn, th' advent? rous bands 
With ſhudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghalt, 
View'd firſt their lamentable lot, and found 617 
No reſt: Through many a dark and dreary vale 
They paſs'd, and many a region dolorous, 


* 


O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620 
Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, deus, and ſhades 
of death, | | 


-A univerſe of death; ; which God by curſe 


guards 10 ford 8 the attempt (65); al the 
Water of itſelf flies all taſte of living wight, 'as it once 
fled the lip of Tantalus. Thus the adventrous bands, 
roving on in confuſed and (615) forlorn march, firſt 
viewed their lamentable lot, ſhuddering with pale hor- 
ror and eyes aghaſt, and found no reſt : They paſſed 
through many a dark and dreary vale, and many a do- 


lorous region, and over many a frozen, many a fiery Alp 


(620), and over rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, 
and ſhades of death, a univerſe of death; which God 0 


Verſe 611. Meduſa, called alſo Gorgon, which ſignifies » 
Terrible, was the daughter of Phorcas, who, inſtead of hairs, 
had ſerpents hanging from her head over her ſhoulders. 

8 is. > 
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dienten ev il; for evil only good, 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious things, 62 5 
Abominable, innutterable,.and worſe 3 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgon's, and Hydra's, and Chimaera's dire. 
Mean while, the adverſary' of God and man, 
Satan, with thoughts inflam'd of highe'{t deſign, 
Puts on ſwift wings, and towards the gates of hell 
Explores his folitary flight : Sometimes 

He ſcours the right hand coaſt, ſometimes the left ; | 


Now ſhaves with level wing the deep, then ſoars 
Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. 635 
As when far off at ſea a fleet deſery'd, 


created evil by a curſe, and good only for evil, where 
all life dies, and death lives, and where nature breeds 
perverſe all monſtrous things, all prodigious things 
(625), abominable, unutterable, and worſe than 
- fables yet have feigned, or fear has conceived, viz. 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and dire Chimaeras. Meanwhile, 
Satan, the adverſary of God and man, inflamed with 
thoughts of higheſt deſign (630), puts on ſwift wings, 
and explores his ſolitary flight towards the gates of hell; 
Sometimes he ſcours the right-hand coaſt, ſometimes 
the left-hand coaſt : now he ſhaves the deep with level 
wing, then towering high, he ſoars up to the fiery con- 
cave (635). As when a fleet deſeryed far off at ſea, 


Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Cloſe failing from Bengala, or the iſles 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 


Their ſpicy drugs; they on the trading flood 640 | 


Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 

Ply, ſtemming nightly tow'ard the pole: So ſeem'd 
Far of the flying fiend; At laſt appear 
Hell-bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof, 
And thrice three-fold the gates; three folds were 

brafs, 7 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock, 646 
Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire, | 


hangs in the clouds, ſailing cloſe by equinoxial winds | 
from Bengala, or the ifles of Ternate and Tridore, 
whence merchants bring their ſpicy drugs; they ply on 


the trading flood (640), through the wide Fthiopian 
ſea to the Cape, nightly ſtemming toward the pole: 
So ſeemed the flying fiend far of. Hell-bounds at laſt 


appear, reaching high to the horrid roof, and the gates 
' thrice three-fold ; three folds were braſs, and three 


folds were iron, and three folds were of adamantine 


rock (64 5 impenetrable, and innen, with circling, ; 


8 
E | 


Verſe 638. Bengal is a country, now wal known to us, 


in the the Eaſt-Indięs; being one of the thirty-five king- 


doms that are in Indoſtan, under the Great Mogul. 
Ternate and Tidore are two of the Molucca or Spice 
Iſlands, from which we have our cloves. 
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Vet unconſum'd. Before the gates there ſat 
On either ſide a formidable ſhape; 

The one ſeem'd woman to the waſte, and fair; 650 

But ended foul in many a ſcaly fold 

Voluminous and vaſt; a ſerpent arm'd 

With mortal ſting : About her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never ceaſing bark d 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud; and rung 


A hideous peal ; yet, when they liſt, would creep 


If ought diſturb'd their noiſe, into her womb, 

And kennel there; yet there ſtill bark'd and howl'd, 
Within unſeen. Far leſs abhorr'd than theſe 
Vex'd Scylla, bathing i in the ſea that parts 660 


fire, yet unconſumed. There ſat before the gates a 
formidable ſhape on either ſide; the one ſeemed woman 
to the waſte, and fair (650); but ended in many a foul 
and ſcaly fold, voluminous and vaſt, a ſerpent armed 
with mortal ſting : A cry of never · ceaſing hell-hounds 
barked full loud with wide Cerberian mouths round a- 
bout her middle; and rung (655) a hideous pale; yet 
hen they lift, if ought. diſturbed their noiſe, they 
would creep into her womb and kennel there; yet there 
| ſtill barked and howled within unſeen. Far leſs ab- 
horred than theſe is vexed Scylla, bathing in the ſea 


| Verſe 660. Scylla is a rock in the narrow ſea that runs 
between that part of Italy called Calabria and the iſland 


"of Sicily, 'The antient poets feigned Scylla to be like a 
woman upwards, and her lower parts to be ſurrounded 


* 
/ 
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Calabria from the hoarſe 'Trinacrian ſhore; 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when call'd 

In ſecret, riding through the air ſne comes, 
Lur'd with the ſmell of infant- blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the lab*ring moon 
Eclipſes at their charms, The other ſhape, 666 
If ſhape it might be call'd that ſhape had none 
Diſtinguiſhable in member, joint, or limb ; 


that parts (660) Calabria from the hoarſe Trinacrian 


ſhore; nor can uglier forms follow -the night-hag, 


when, called in ſecret, ſhe comes riding through the 
air, lured with the ſmell of infant-blood, to dance with 
| Lapland-witches, while the labouring moon (665) e- 
clipſes at their charms. + The other ſhape, if it might 
be called ſhape that ſhape had none diſtinguiſhable in 


member, or in 255 or limb; or might be called ſub. 


with dogs, which kept a S barking. This fable a- 


roſe from the horrid noiſe the waves made by their beating 
about the rock. | 

Verſe 665. Lapland lies ſo far north, and ſo near the 
pole, that they have properly neither ſpring nor autumn. 
In their ſummer, the ſun never ſets, and, as it never riſes 


in their winter, the cold is extremely ſevere. The/inhabi- 
tants are very much addicted to be led by the fooliſh per- 
formances and obſervations of pretending witches and 


wizards. But it is ſaid, that the credit of their magic is 


much leſſened, ſince the introdud ion of a kind of Chriſti- ! 


anity among them. 
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Or ſubſtance might be call'd that ſhadow ſeem'd, 
For each ſeem'd either; black it ſtood as night, 670 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 1 
And ſhook a dreadful dart; what ſeem'd his head, 


The likeneſs of a kingly crown had on. 


Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 


The monſter moving, onward came as faſt 67; 


— 


With horrid ſtrides; hell trembled as he ſtrode. 
Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd; 
Admir'd, not fear d; God and his Son except, 
Created thing nought valu'd he, nor ſhunn'd; 


And with diſdainful look thus firſt began. 680 


Whence and what art thou, execrable ſhape, 
That dar'ſt, though grim and terrible, advance 


— 


ſtance that ſeemed a ae for each ſeemed either; 
it ſtood black as night (670), and fierce as ten furies, 
and terrible as hell, and ſhook a dreadful dart; what 
ſeemed to be his head had on the likeneſs of a kingly 


crown. Satan was now at hand, and the monſter mo- 


ving from his ſeat, came onward: as faſt (67 5) with 
horrid ſtrides 3 hell trembled as he ſtrode. The un- 
daunted fiend admired what this might be; he ad- 


mired, but feared not; for except God and his Son, 


he valued nought, nor ſhunned he any created thing; 
and with diſdainful look thus firſt began (680). Ex- 


ecrable ſhape, whence,” and what art thou, that dareſt, 
tho grim and terrible, advance thy miſcreated ſhape a- 


fr 


Thy miſcreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates? through them I mean to paſs, 
That be aflur'd, without leave aſk'd of thee: 685 
Retire, or taſte thy folly”, and learn by proof, | 
Hell-born, not to contend with ſpirits of heaven. 
To whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd. 

Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou he, 

Who firſt broke peace in heav*n, and faith, till then 
Unbroken; and in proud rebellious arms 6917 
Drew after him the third part of heav'n's ſons, 
Conj ur'd again{t the Rahe for which both thou 


thwart my way to yonder WP 1 mean to paſs thro? 
them, be aſſured of that, without leave aſked of thee : 
Retire, or taſte thy folly ; and, thou hell-born, learn 
by proof not to contend with ſpirits of heaven. To 
whom the goblin, full of wrath, replied. Art thou 
that traitor-angel, art thou he who firſt broke peace 
and faith im heaven, till then (690) unbroken : 
and who, in proud rebellious arms, drew after him the 
third part of heaven's ſons,. conjured againſt the higheſt; | 
verſe 68 3. It is very probable that Milton borrowed the 
word miſcreated from Spenſer ; who has it more than once 
in his Fairy Queen. The prepoſition mis, in compoſition, 
is always uſed in a bad ſenſe, and denotes Defect or Error. 

Verſe 693. Conjured is here a Latiniſm; conjurare ſigni- 
fies To enter into a conſpiracy. It is originally formed 
from jurare, to ſwear; conſpirators often binding them- ; 


* 
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And they, outcaſt from God, are here eondem md 
To waſte eternal days in woe and pain? 695 
And reckon'ſt thou thyſelf with ſpi'rits of heaven, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath'ſt defiance here and ſcorn, 
Where I reign king; and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy puniſhment, 
Falſe fugitive, and to thy ſpeed add wings, 700 
Leſt with a whip of ſcorpions I purſue 

Thy ling'ring, or with one ſtroke of this dart 


and for which both thou and they, outcaſt from God, 
are here condemned to waſte eternal days in woe and 
pain (695)? And thou, hell-doomed, reckoneſt thou 
thyſelf with ſpirits of heaven, and breatheſt defiance 
and ſcorn here where I reign king; and, to enrage 
thee more, I am thy King and Lord? Falſe fugitive, 
go back to thy puniſhment, and add wings to thy ſpeed 
(Joo); leſt I purſue thy lingering with a whip of ſcor- 
pions, or leſt, with one ſtroke of this. dart, ſtrange 


ſelves by ſome ſolemn oath, to be ſecret and true to each 
other in their deſigns. Thus certain Jews bound them- 
ſelves under a curſe, faying, that they would neither eat 
nor drink till they had killed Paul, Acts xxiii. 12. In the 
marginal note, that curſe is called an oath of execration. | 
Saluſt informs us, that Cataline likewiſe took an oath of 
the confederates with him in his conſpirary, over a glaſs of 
wine, mixed, as ſome ſaid, with human blood, to be 
'be mh one to another. Ky 
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| | Strange * ſeize thee⸗ and pangs uus before. 


More dreadful and deform. On th* other fide, 


Vnterrify'd; and like a comet burn'd, 155 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 


| Shakes peſtilence and war. Each at the head 
Levell'd his deadly aim; their fatal hands 
No ſecond ſtroke intend; and ſuch a frown 


horror ſhould ſeize thee, ani pangs unfelt before. 80 


tening, grew tenfold (705) more dreadful and deformed 
with indignation, and unterrified ; and burned like a 


arctic ſky, and ſhakes peſtilence and war from his hor- 


ſuch a frown each caſt at the other, as when two black 


/ 


So ſpake the griſly terror, and in ſhape, | 
So ſpeaking and ſo threat'ning, grew tenfold 705 


Incens'd- with indignation, Satan ſtood - 


In th' arctic ſky, and from his hotrid hair 710 | 


1 caſt af th" other, as when two black donn, 


ſpake the griſly terror, and ſo ſpeaking, and ſo threa- 
in ſhape. _ On the other ſide, Satan ſtood incenſed 
comet that fires the length of huge Ophiuchus in the | 


rid hair (710). Each levelled his deadly aim at the 
head; their fatal hands intend no ſecond ſtroke ; and 


Verſe 709. Opoiuchus ſigniſies Holding a ſerpent; it is a 
large conſtellation in the northern hemiſphere, between 
Hercules and the Scorpion; containing, in the Britiſh ca- 
talogue, hl ſtars. It is in the figure of a man 3 8 
a — | 5 
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war heavy? Ws Archery rasche, come tatkng on 


Over the Caſpian, then ſtand front to' front, 516 


Hovering a ſpace, till winds the ſi ignal blow 


To join their dark encounter in mid air: d 


So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell 


Grew darker at their frown; fo match'd they flood 


For never but once more Was either Hike 721 
To meet fo great a foe: And now great deeds 


Had been achiev'd, whereof all hell had rung 


Had not the ſnaky forcereſs that fat. 
Faſt by hell-gate, and kept the- fatal key, 725 


Risn and with hideous outery ruſh'd between. 


clouds, fraught with heaven's artillery, come rattling 


on (715) over the Caſpian ſea, then ſtand front to front, 


hovering for a ſpace, till the winds blow the ſignal for 


them to join their dark encounter in mid air: So the 
mighty combatants frowned, that hell grew darker at 


their frown; ſo matched they ſtood; for never but once 


more was either of them like (721) to meet ſo great a 
foe. And now great deeds had been achieved, where- 
of all hell had rung, had not the ſnaky ſorcereſs that 
ſat faſt by hell- gate, and kept the fatal key (725); riſen, 


and ruſhed between them with hideous outcry. O fa- 


. Wh 
” hs” i * 


Verſe 716. The Caſpian fea has no viſible paſſage into any 


other ſea, being entirely ſurrounded by land, and there- 


fore, forms an huge lake of itſelf, between Perſia, Great 
Tartary, Muſcovy, and Georgia. It is ſaid to be 600 
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(0) FEE what intends thy hand, ſhe cry'd 

2007 0 only ſon 2 What fury” »O ſon, 
= hy father phat and cnow'ſt Ro whom; ; 
For him who fits above, and laughs the while 731 
At thee, ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he calls juſtice, bids ; 


His wrath, which one day will deſtroy ye both. 


She ſpake, and at her words the helliſh peſt 735 
Forebore ; 2 then thele to her Satan return 4 


| ther, ſhe. = what intends thy hand againſt thy oaly | 


ſon? What fury, O fon, poſſeſſes thee, to bend that 


| mortal dart againft thy father's head? And .know- - 
eſt thou for whom thou bends that mortal dart? 
Even for hir1 who fits above, and laughs all the 


_ while (731) at thee, who art ordained his drudge, to ; 
execute whatever his "wrath, which he calls Juftice, _ 


bids thee execute; his wrath, 1 ſay, which will one day 
deſtroy you both. Thus the ſpake, and at her words 
the belliſh peſt forbore ; : Then Satan returned theſe 


miles i in length. and upwards of 5op in 1 It is 


very tempeſtuous and raging, being expoſed on all fides to 


ſudden blaſts and ſtorms. It is ſuppoſed that Milton, in 


this place, had Taſſo, the Italian poet, particularly in 
view. We have theſe verſes in Fairfax 8 tranſlation: | 


Or As when clouds, together cruſh'd and bruis' d, 
Pour down a tempeſt by the Calpian. hors... | 


— 
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80 ſtrange thy outcry, and thy words ſo ſtrange 
Thou interpoſeſt, that my ſudden hand _ 
Prevented, ſpares to tell thee yet by deeds 


What it intends; till firſt I know of thee, 740 


What thing thou art, thus double- form'd; and why, 
In this infernal vale firſt met, thou call ſt 
Me father, and that phantaſm call'ſt my fon: 
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
Sight more deteſtable than him and thee. 745 
I' whom thus the portreſs of hell- gate reply'd. 
Haſt thou forgot me then, and do I ſeem 
Now in thine eye ſo foul ? once deem'd ſo fair 
In heav'n, when at th* aſſembly, and in fight 
Of all the en with thee combin'd 750 


| words to her (736). Thy outcry is ſo ſtrange, and thy 
Words which thou interpoſeſt are ſo ſtrange, that my 
| ſudden hand being prevented, ſpares to tell thee yet 
what it intends'by deeds ; till firſt I know of thee (749) 

what thing thou art, thus double-formed ; and having 

but firſt met in this infernal vale, why thau calleſt me 
father, and calleſt that phantaſm my ſon : I know thee 


not, nor ever faw till now: a fight more deteſtable 
than I ſce him and thee (745). To whom the porter- 


eſs of hell-gate replied thus. Haſt thou forgot me then, 
and do I now ſeem fo foul in thine eye? once deemed 
ſo fair in heaven, when at the aſſembly, and in fight of 


all the Ser ph 5 with thee (7 50) in bold 


| 
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In bold conſpiracy againſt heav'n's King, 
All on a ſudden miſerable pain 


Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy ſwum 


In darkneſs, while thy head flames thick-and faſt 
Threw forth; till on the left fide op? ing wide, 755 
Likeſt to thee in ſhape and count*nance bright, 


Then ſhining heav'nly fair, a goddeſs arm'd, 
Out of thy head I iprung: Amazement ſeiz d 


All th* hoſt of heav*n-; back they recoil'd, afraid 
At firſt, and calbd me Sin, and for a ſign * 560 
Portentous held me; but familiar grown, © | 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The moſt averſe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyſelf i in me thy perfect image viewing, 
Becam'ſt enamour'd, and ſuch joy thou took*ſt 


conſpiracy againſt heaven's king, miſerable pain fur- 


| | prifed thee all on a ſudden, thine eyes became dim, 


and ſwum dizzy in darkneſs, while thy head threw 


forth flames thick and faſt; till opening wide on the 
left fide (755), I ſprung out of thy head a goddeſs armed, 


and likeſt to thee in thape and in bright countenance, 


then ſhining heavenly fair: Amazement ſeized all the 


hoſt of heaven; back they recoiled, afraid at firſt, and 
called me Sin, and held me for a ſign (760) portentous; 
but grown familiar, I pleaſed, and won the moſt averſe 
with attraQtive graces ; ; I won thee chiefly, who, full 
oft viewing thyſelf in me thy perfect image, becameſt 
enamoured, and ſuch joy tho tookeſt with r me in ſe- 
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With me in ſecret, that my womb conceiv'd 76 
A growing burden. Mean while war aroſe, 
And fields were fought in heav'nʒ wherein xemain'd 
(For what could elſe ?) to our almighty foe 


Clear victory; to our part ſoſs and rout, 770 


Through all the empyrean: Down they fell 


Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heaven, down 


Into this deep; and in the general fall 
Lalſo; at which time, this powerful key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with. charge to keep 778 
Theſe gates, for ever ſhut, which none can paſs 
Without my opening. Penſive here I fat / 
Alone ; but long J fat not, til my womb, . 
Pregnant APO, and now exceſſive grown, 


Dragons. telt, * rueful throes. 180 


cret; 1 that my yaromb. conceived a growing, burden. 


Mean while war aroſe, and fields were fought in hea- 
ven; wherein (for what could elſe happen ?) clear vic- 


_ tory remained to our almighty. foe ; and to; our part loſs 
and rout (770), through all the empyrean: Down they : 


fell driven headlong from the pitch of heaven, down 


a into this deep and, in the general fall, I alſo fell; 


at which time this powerful key was given into my 
hand, with charge to keep (775) theſe, gates ſhut for 
for ever, which none can paſs without my opening 
them. Here I fat alone penſive; but L fat not long till 
my womb, which was pregnant by "thee, and now 


| grown exceſſive big, felt prodigious motion a and 8 rue - | 


Fg , 


* 


di 
in 


| At laſt this odious offoplitg whom thou feſt, - 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails, that with fear and 6 paid 
Diſtorted, all my nether ſhape thus grew 
Transform'd: But he my inbred enemy 785 
Forth iſſu'd, brandiſhing his fatal dart - 
Made to deſtroy: I fled, and cried-out, Death! 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and ſigh'd 


From all her caves, and back refounded, Death! 


I fed; but he purſu'd, (though more, it ſeems, 790 
Inflam'd with luſt than rage), and, ſwifter tar, 
Me overtook his mother, all diſmay'd, | 
And in embraces forcible and foul - 
Ingend'ring with me, of that rape begot- 


ful throes. (780). At laſt this odious offspring whom 


thou ſeeſt, and thine own begotten, breaking violent 


way, tore through my intrails, that, being diſtorted 


with fear and pain, all my nether ſhape. grew thus 
transformed : But he my inbred. enemy iſſued forth 
(785), brandiſhing his fatal dart made to deſtroy; 1 


fied, and eried out, Death | Hell trembled at the hi- 


deous name, and ſighed from all her caves, and re- 
ſounded back, Death ! I fled; but he purſued, (tho 
more, it ſeems (790), inflamed with luſt than rage) and, 
ſwiſter far than I, overtook me his mother, when al. 


diſmayed, and i in forcible and foul embraces ingender- Th 
ing with me, he, of that rape, begot theſe yelling 
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Theſe yelling monſters, that with ceaſeleſs cry 395 
Surround me, as thou ſaw'ſt, hourly. conceiv'd 
And hourly born, with ſorrow inſinite 
To me; for when they liſt, into the womb. 

That bred them they return, and howl, and gnaw 


My bowels, their repaſt; then burſting forth 800 


| Aﬀreſh with conſcious terrors vex me round, 
That reſt or intermiſſion none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppoſition ſits 
Grim Death, my ſon and foe ; who ſets them on, 
And me his parent would full ſoon devour 80; 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involy'd ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter-morſel, and his bane, 

| Wome: that ſhall be; ſo Fate pronounc'd. 


monſters, that ſurround me with ceaſeleſs cry (79 5) 
as thou ſaweſt, being hourly conceived: and hourly 
born, with infinite ſorrow to me; for, when they liſt, 


they return into the womb that bred them, and how! 


and gnaw my bowels, which is their repaſt ; then burſt- 
ing forth (800) afreſh vex me round with conſcious 
terrors, that reſt or intermiſſion I find none. Grim 


Death, who is my ſon and foe, and fits in oppoſition 


before. mine eyes, ſets them on, and would full ſoon 
devour me, his parent (805), for want of other prey, 
but that he knows his end is involved with mine; and 
knows that I ſhould prove a bitter morſel and his bane, 
- whenever. that ſhall be; ſo Fate pronounced. But thou, 
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But thou, O father, I forewarn thee, ſhun 810 


His deadly arrow neither vainly hope 
To be inyulnerable in thoſe bright arms, 


Though temper'd heav'nly; for that mortal dint, 7 


Save he who reigns above, none can reſiſt. 
She finiſh'd; and the ſubtle fiend his lore 815 
Soon learn'd, now milder, and thus anſwer'd 
ſmooth. | 
Dear daughter, ſincethou claim me ofa thy PR 
And my fair ſon here ſhow'ſt me the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joys 


Then ſweet, now ſad to mention, thro” dire change 
Befall'n us, unforeſeen, unthought of; know 821 


T come no enemy, but to ſet free 


0: father; I forewarn thee, ſhun (8 10) his deadly arrow, 
neither vainly hope to be invulnerable in thoſe bright 
arms, though heavenly tempered ; for none can reſiſt 


that mortal dint, ſave he who rules above. She finiſhed 
her ſpeech; and the ſubtle fiend ſoon learned his lore 


(81 5) (leſſon), and now milder, thus anſwered her in 
ſmooth words, Dear daughter, ſince thou claimeſt 


me for thy ſire, and ſhoweſt me here my fair ſon, the 
dear pledge of dalliance had with thee in heaven,' and 
joys which were then ſweet, but now ſad to mention, 


through that dire change that has befallen us, unfore- 


ſeen and unthought of; know (821) thou, that I come 
nd. (SPOT but to ſet free from out this dark and diſ- 
; 5 


| 


154 PARADISE LOST. Bock II. 


5 From out this dark and diſmal houſe of pain, 
Both him and thee, and all the heavw nly hoſt 
Of ſpi'rits, that, in our juſt pretences arm'd, 825 
Fell with us from on high : From them I go 
This uncouth errand ſole ; and one for all 
Myſelf expoſe, with uch ſteps to tread 
Th* unfounded deep, and through the void immenſe 
To ſearch with wand' ring queſt a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring ſigns, ere now 
Created vaſt and round, a place of bliſs - 830 
In the pourlieus of heav'n, and therein plac'd 
A race of upſtart creatures, to ſupply 98 
Perhaps our vacant room; though more remov'd, 


L eſt heav'n ſurcharg'd with potent multitude 836 


Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 


mal houſe of pain both him and thee, and all the hea- 
venly hoſts of ſpirits, that armed in our juſt pretences 
(825), and fell with us from on high : For them I go 
ſole this uncouth errand, and J, but one, expoſe my- 
ſelf for all, to tread with lonely ſteps, the unfounded 
deep, and through the immenſe void to ſearch with 
wandering queſt for a place vaſt and round, which was 
foretold ſhould (830) be created, and, by concurring 
ſigns, is ere now created; a place of bliſs in the 
pourlieus of heaven, and a race of upſtart creatures 
placed therein, perhaps to ſupply our -vacant room; 
though more removed (835), leſt heaven, ſurcharged 
with a potent multitude, might hap to move new broils. 
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Than this more ſecret now a I haſte 
To know; and this once known, ſhall ſoon return, 


And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death . 
Shall dwell at eaſe, and up and down unſeen 841 


Wing filently the buxom air, imbalm'd 
With odors; there ye ſhall be fed and fil d, 
| Immeaſurably, all things ſhall be your prey. 


He ceas'd, for both ſeem'd highly a and | 


Death... :. ED? 
Grinn'd horrible a bat ſmile, to * oy 
His famine ſhould be filPd ; and bleſs'd his maw 
Deſtin'd to that cond bogs: No leſs rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and thus beſpake her fire. 

The key of this infefnal pit by due, 850 


And by command of heaven's all- pow'rful King 


Be this, or aught than this more ſecret, now deſigned, 
I haſte to know; and this once known, I ſhall ſoon re- 
turn and bring you to the place where thou and Death 
(340) ſhall dwell at eaſe, and wing up and down the 
buxom air, imbalmed with odors, filently and unſeen ; 


there ye ſhall be fed and filled immeaſurably, all : 


things ſhall be your prey. He ceaſed from ſpeaking, 
for both ſeemed highly pleaſed, and Death grinned 


horrible a ghaſtly ſmile, to hear that his famine ſhould _ 


(846) be filled; and bleſſed his maw deſtined to that 
good hour : His bad mother rejoiced no leſs, and thus 


beſpake her fire. 1 keep the key of this infernal pit by 
due (850), and by command of heaven's all-powerful 
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I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 

Theſe adamantine gates ; ; againſt all force 
Death ready {tands to interpoſe his dart, 

| Fearleſs to be o' ermatch'd by living might. 855 
But what owe I to his commands above | 

Who hates me, and hath hither thruſt me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 

To fit in hateful office here confin'd, | 

| Inhabitant of heavy? n, and heav 'nly born, 860 
Here in perpetual agony and pain, Woe 
With terrors and with clamours compaſsꝰd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

N being gav'ſt me; em ſhould I obey 86 5 


* 


King: I am forbidden by him to unlock theſe adaman- 
tine gates 3 and Death ſtands ready to interpoſe his dart 
againſt all force, and fearleſs to be over-matched by 
living might (855). But what do I owe to his com- 
mands above who hates me, and hath thruſt me down 
hither into this gloom of profound Tartarus, and to fit | 
| confined here i in hateful office, I who was an inhabi- 
tant of heaven, and heavenly born (860), to ſit here 


in perpetual agony and pain, compaſſed round with 
the terrors and with the clamours of mine own brood, 


that feed on my bowels? Thou art my father, thou 
art my author, thou gaveſt me my being; whom ſhould 
TI obey (865) but thee? Whom ſhould I follow but 
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| But thee? who follow? thou wilt bring me ſoon 
Io that new world of light and bliſs, among 
The gods who live at cafe, where I ſhall reign- 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beſeems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 970 
| Thus ſaying, from her fide the fatal key,, 
Sad inſtrument of all our woe, ſhe took 
And tow 'ards the gate rolling her beſtial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew ; 
Which but herſelf, not all the Stygian powers 875 
Could once have mov'd; then in the key-hole turns 


Th intricate TR and hats we and bar 


thee.? Thou wilt ſoon bring me to that new world of 

| light and bliſs, among the gods who live at cafe, where 

I hall reign voluptuous at thy right hand without end, 
as becomes thy daughter and thy darling (870). Thus 

| ſaying, ſhe took the fatal key from her fide, the fad in- 
ſtrument of all our woe, and, rolling her beſtial train 
towards the gate, forthwith ſhe drew high up the huge 
portcullis; which, but herſelf, not all the Stygian 
powers (875) could have once Wreck; then ſne turns 


the intricate wards in the E er and unfaſtens e e 


*** 


Verſe 8 v4 Then in the 8 ak the imericate wards — 
This is juſtly found fault with as. being improperly ex- 
preſſed; ; for the wards, of a lock, which are made faſt, 
cannot. be turned; but the key is turned through chem. 
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Of maſſy iron or- ſolid rock with eaſe 
Unfaſtens: On a ſudden open fly - - 
With impetuous recoil and jarring ſound 880 
. Ti infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder, that the loweſt bottom ſhook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to ſiut 
Excell'd her pow'r; the gates wide open ſtood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd hoſt, _ 885 
Under ſpread enſigns marching, might paſs through 
With horſe and chariots rank'd in looſe array; 
So: wide they ſtood, and like a furnace-mouth 
Caſt forth redounding ſmoke and ruddy flame. 
| Before their eyes in ſudden view appear 890 
The ſecrets of the hoary deep; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, „Mita bounds. 


® 


very bolt and Te of aby iron or ſolid rock with eaſe: 


The internal doors fly open on a ſudden with i impetu- 
ous recoil and jarring ſound- (880), and grate harſh 
thunder on their hingss, . ſo that the loweſt bottom of 
Erebus ſhook. She opened them, but to ſhut them ex- 
celled her power; the gates ſtood wide open, ſo that a 
bannered hoſt with extended wings (88 5), and march- 
ing under ſpread enſigns, with horſe and chariots 
ranked in looſe array might paſs through; ; ſo wide they 


ſtood, and caſt forth redounding ſmoke and ruddy flame: 


The ſecrets of the hoary deep appear in ſudden view be · 
fore their eyes (590); ; a dark illimitable ocean, with- 
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Without dimenſion, where length, breadth, and. 
heighth, 


And time, and place are loſt; "bi eldeſt Night | 
And Chaos, anceſtors of Wed ee 99 5 


Eternal anarchy, amidſt the noiſe 

Of endleſs wars, and by confuſion ſtand. 

For hot, cold, moiſt, and dry, four champions fierce, 

Strive here for maſt'ry, and to battle bring | 
Their embryon atoms; they around the flag 900 

Of each his faction, in their ſeveral clans, 

Light arm'd or heavy, ſharp, ſmooth, ſwift or flow, 

Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the ſands 

Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid ſoil, 

out bound, and without dimenſion, where length, 

breadth, and height, and time, and place are loſt ; and 

where eldeſt Night and Chaos, anceſtors of Nature, 
| hold eternal anarchy (895), amidſt the noiſe of endleſs 
wars, and ſtand by confuſion. For hot, cold, moiſt, 

and dry, four fierce champions, ſtrive here for maſtery, 


and bring to battle their embryon atoms; they ſwarm 
populous each of them around the flag (900) of his fac- 


tion, in their ſeveral clans, whether light armed or 
heavy armed, ſharp or ſmooth, ſwift or ſlow, and are 


unnumbered as the ſands of Barca or Cyrene's torrid 


tween Egypt and the kingdom of Tripoli in Africa, con- 
fitting of barren ſands; which, by the extreme heat of the 


| fun, become ſo light, as to be raiſed in waves by the 
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Verſe 904. s or Barce, is a large tract of land be- 
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Levied to ſide with warring winds, and poiſe 905 
Their lighter wings. To whom theſe moſt adhere, 


He rules a moment : Chaos umpire ſits, 


And by deeiſion more embroils the fray, 
By which he reigns : Next him high arbiter 


Chance governs all. Into this wild abyſs, 4 


The womb of Nature and perhaps her grave, 
Of neither ſea, nor ſhore, nor air, nor fire, 
But all theſe in their pregnant cauſes mix d 


Confus'dly, and which thus muſt ever fight, 
 Vnlefs th' Almighty Maker them ordain. 915 
His dark materials to create more worlds; 


ſoil, when levied to fide with warring winds, and poiſe 


(905) their lighter wings. To him whom theſe atoms 


(i. e. the atoms of his faction) moſt adhere, he rules a 
moment: Chaos fits umpire, and, by his decifion, he 


embroils the fray more, by which he reigns: Next to 
| him Chance fits high arbiter, and governs all. Into 


this wild abyſs (910) (the womb of Nature, and per- 


3 haps her grave) of neither ſea alone, nor ſhore, nor air, 


nor fire, but all theſe confuſedly mixed in their preg- 
nant cauſes, and which mult ever fight thus, unleſs the 
Almighty Maker ordain them (915) for his dark ma- 
terials to create more worlds by them; into this wild 


wutherly winds, and often overwhelm 1 Hero- 5 


dotus, in his Thalia, ſays, Cambyſes's whole army, juſt 


as they were going to 8 were re deſtroyed and PN" in 


| thols lands, | 
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Into this wild abyſs the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a while, 
Pond'ring his voyage; for no narrow frith ; 
He had to croſs. Nor was his ear leſs peal d 9 20 
With noiſes loud and ruinous, (to compare 

Great things with ſmall) than when Bellona ſtorms, 
With all her batt'ring engines bent to raſe 

Some capital city; or leſs than if this frame 
Of heav'n were falling, and theſe elements 925 
In mutiny had from her axle torn 
The ſtedfaſt earth. At laſt his fail-broad vans 


abyſs, I ſay, the wary fiend ſtood on the brink of 
hell, and looked a while, pondering his voyage; for 


he had no narrow frith to croſs. Nor was his ear leſs 
pealed (920) with loud and ruinous noiſes, (to com- 
pare great things with ſmall) than when Bellona, bent 
to raſe ſome capital city, ſtorms with all her battering 


engines; or with leſs noiſes than if this frame of hea- 
ven were falling, and theſe elements (925) i in mutiny, 


had torn the ſteadfaſt earth from her axle. Art laſt he 
ſpreads his fail- broad vans for Night, and. uplifted | in 


Verſe 919. Frith is molt probably derived front the 1 | 


tin ſretur, ſignifying a narrow ſea, or an arm of the ſea 

running between two lands; in which ſenſe it is now uſed 

in Scotland, as the Frith of Forth, Murray Frith, &c. 
Verſe 927. By ſail-broad vanes, Milton muſt mean ſomes 


thing like wings; perhaps he alludes to the fails of a 
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He for eads for flight, and in the ſurging ſmoke 
Uplifted ſpurns the ground; thence many a league, 
As in a cloudy chair, aſcending rides 930 
Audacious; but that ſeat ſoon failing, ports 

A vaſt vacuity : All unawares 
Flutt'ring his pennons vain, plumb down he drops 
+ Len thouſand fathom deep; and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935 
'The ſtrong rebuff of ſome tumultuous cloud, 
Inſtinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 


the ſurging ſmoke, he ſpurns the ground; thence a- 
ſcending audacious, he rides many a league as in a 
cloudy chair (930); but that ſeat ſoon failing him, he 
meets a vaſt vacuity: Fluttering his vain pennons, all 
unawares he drops plumb down ten thouſand fathom 
deep; and had been falling down to this hour, had not 
the ſtrong rebuff of ſometumultuous cloud, inſtinct with 
fire and nitre, by ill chance (935) hurried him as many 


wind-mill, which are called Vanes; but this ſeems forced 
and far-fetched. He alſo, in verſe 933. uſes pennons ſor 
wings; Which is contrary: to the uſual meaning of that 
word: For pennon is a ſtandard, flag, or colour; and the 
. Nandards of our preſent cavalry are real pennons. The 
word pinions is uſed by ſeveral of our Engliſh poets: But 
. perhaps Milton thought pennons came nearer, in ſpelling, 
to the original word penna, which, 7 a Hneedeche, ſig- 

Ws the Wing of a bird, 


* 
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As many * aloft : That fury ſtay? a, | 
Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither ſea, 


Nor good dry land: Nigh founder'd on he fares, 


Treading the crude conſiſtence, half on foot, 941 
Half flying ; b behoves him now both oar and fail. 
As when a gryphon, through the wilderneſs 
With winged courſe, o'er hill or moor dale, 


| Purſues the Arimalpian, who by ſtealth 94 5 


Had from his wakeful cuſtody purloin'd 

The guarded gold: So eagerly the fiend 
O'er bog, or iteep, 8 ſtrait, eee denſe, 
or rare, 


miles aloft : I hat fury Was ſtaid, being quenched in a 
boggy Syrtis, which was neither ſea nor good dry land: 
On he fares nigh foundered (940), treading the crude 
conſiſtence, half on foot, half flying; it behoves him now 
to uſe both oar and fail. As when a gryphon, with 
winged courſe through the wilderneſs, purſues the A- 
rimaſpian over hill or moory dale, who, by ſtealth 
(945), had purloined the guarded gold from his wake- 
ful cuſtody : So eagerly the fiend purſues his way over 
bog, or TOW IgA ſtrait, rough, dens, or rare, 


Verſe 943 G ryphon, moſt commonly ſpelled Me” ns or 


grifon, is a fabulous animal, faid to be generated between 


the lion and eagle; and to have the head and paws of the 


lion, and the wings of the eagle. It is fabled, that they 


inhabited the northern parts of Europe, where they dug 
gold put of the mines, and kept a ſtrict guard over it. 
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With head | „hands, wings, or feet , purſues his way, 
And ſwims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies; : 
At length a univerſal hubbub wild 9 51 
Of ſtunning ſounds, and voices all confus'd, 


Borne through the hollow dark, aſſaults his ear 
With loudeſt vehemence: Thither he plies, 
Undaunted to meet there whatever power 95% 
Qr ſpirit of the nethermoſt abyſs X 
Might in that noiſe reſide, of whom to aſk 
Which way the neareſt coaſt of darkneſs lies 
Bord'ring on light ; when ſtrait behold the throne 


with head, hands, wings, or feet; and ſwims, or ſinks, 
or wades, or creeps, or flies. At length a univerfal wild 
_ hubLub(g51)of ſtunning founds, and voices all confuſed, 
borne thro' the hollow dark, aſſaults his ear with loud- 
eſt vehemence: He, undaunted, plies thither to meet 
there whatever power (955) or ſpirit of the nethermoſt 
abyſs might reſide in that noiſe, and of whom to aſk 
which way the neareſt coaſt of darkneſs, bordering on 
light, lies; when ftrait behold the throne of Chaos ap- 
But the Arimaſpians (an imaginary people of Scythia, 
having one eye in the middle of their foreheads) were 
continually on the watch to ſteal it from them. Herodo- 
tus unriddles this fable of the Arimaſpians having but one 
eye, by telling us they were expert archers, and uſed to 
wink with one eye, that they * more certainly direct | 
their ſhaft, N 
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Of Chaos, and his dark review ſpread 960 

Wide on the waſteful deep; with him enthron'd 

Sat ſable-veſted Night, eldeſt of things 

The conſort of his reign ; and by them ſtood 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon; Rumor next, and Chance 965 

And Tumult, and Confuſion all embroii'd, 

And Diſcord with a thouſand various mouths, 5 
' whom Satan turning boldly, thus: Ye powers 

And ſpirits of this nethermoſt abyſs, | 


Chaos and ancient Night, I come no ſpy 979 


pears, and his dark pavilion ſpread (960) wide on the 
waſteful deep; ſable - veited Night fat enthroned with” 


him, eldeſt of things, and the confort of his reign ; 
and by them itood Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded 
name of Demogorgon; next ſtood Rumour, and Chance 


(965), and Tumult, and Confuſion, all of them em- 


broiled, and Diſcord too, with a thouſand various 


months. - To whom Satan, turning boldly, ſpoke thus: 


Chaos and antient Night, ye powers and ſpirits of this 


nethermoſt abyſs, I come no fpy (970), with purpoſe | 


| Verſe 960. Heſiod, in his Theogonia, makes Chaos 


the firſt of all things, and that from Chaos, Erebus and 


Night were generated. Erebus 'is certainly derived from 


the Hebrew word Ereb, which ſignifies Obſcurity or 
Darkneſs. Hyginus makes Erebus the father of Night; 
and Tully calls Night the wife of Erebus: But the antient 


Poets uſe Erebus, every where, for the infernal regions, 


A 


| 166 , PARADISE LOST. Book IL 


5 


Wich -uiryiale to * or to diſturb 

The ſecrets of your realm; but by 3 
Wand'ring this darkſome deſart, as my way 
Lies through your ſpacious empire up to light, 
Alone, and without guide, half loſt, I ſeek 975 
What readieſt path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heav'n; or if ſome other place, 
From your dominion won, th' ethereal King 
Poſſeſſes lately, thither to arrive 


to explore or to diſturb the ſecrets of your realm; but, 
wandering this darkſome deſart by conſtraint, as my 
way lies through your ſpacious empire up to light, be- 
ing alone and without a guide, and half loſt, L ſeek 

what readieſt path (975) leads where your gloomy 
bounds confine with heaven; or if the ethereal King 
poſſeſſes lately ſome other place won from your domi- - 


or hell. Milton makes Orcus and Ades the companions 
of Chaos and Night, with ſeveral others in the confuſed 
rout. Orcus means the Deity of an gath, and ſometimes 
the place of the dead. Ades is the ſame with Pluto, the 
regent of the dark infernal dominions. Demogorgon, that 
carries terror in the ſound, is compounded of two Greek 
words of the like ſound, meaning the Terror of the 
People. It is thought that Milton borrowed this word 
from Spenſer, who mentions it ſeveral times, among 
many other i imaginary beings, to which his creative genius 
| ave ä in his Fairy Qu * 


* 


— K — 
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| travel this profound; direct my courſe; 980 
Directed no mean recompenſe it brings | 

To your behoof, if I that region loſt, 

All uſurpation thence expell'd, reduce 

Io her original darkneſs, and your ſway, 

(Which is my preſent journey) and once more 985 

Erect the ſtandard there of ancient Night: 

Vours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 

Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old, 988 

With falt'ring ſpeech and viſage incompos'd, 

Anſwer'd. I know thee, ſtranger, who thou art, 
That mighty leading angel, who of late 


nion, I travel this profound on purpoſe to arrive thi- 
ther; do you direct my courſe : For, ſo directed, it 
brings no mean recompenſe (980) to your behoof; if I 
reduce that region which you have loſt, to her original 


darkneſs, and your ſway, all uſurpation being expelled 
thence, (which is the deſign of my preſent journey), and 


once more (985) erect there the ſtandard of antient 
Night : Yours be all the advantage, mine the revenge 
only. Thus Satan ſpoke; and the old Anarch, with 
faltering ſpeech and incompoſed viſage, anſwered him 
thus. I know thee, ſtranger, who thou art (990), that 
mighty leading angel, who of late made head againſt 


Verſe 988. Anarch means the Author of Confuſion, a 
fit name for Chaos, in whoſe realm was Rumour, and 


Chance, and Tumult, and Confuſion, all imbroiled. 


———— 
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Made wad againſt heav'n's | King, choogh over- 


thrown. . 
I faw and heard; fot duch a numerous hoſt 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep, 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 
Confuſion worſe confounded 3 and heav*n-gates 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands 
Purſuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep reſidence ; if all I can will ſerve 
That little which is left ſo to defend, looo 
| Encroach'd on {till through your inteſtine broils 
Weak' ning the ſcepter of old Night: firſt hell, 
Your dungeon, ſtretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately Heav'n and Earth, another world, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain, 


heaven's King, though thou waſt overthrown. I faw, 
and heard; for ſich a numerous hoſt fled not in ſilence 
through the frighted deep, with ruin .upon ruin, and 
rout on rout (995), and confuſion worſe confounded ; 
and heaven-gates poured out by millions her victorious 
bands purſuing. I keep reſidence here upon my fron- 
tiers; to ſee if all I can do will ſerve to defend that 
little which is left (1000), ſo much ancroached on ſtill 
through your inteſtine broils weakening the ſcepter of 
old Night: Firſt hell, your dungeon, ſtretehing far and 
wide beneath,; and now lately heaven and earth, an- 
other world, hung over my realm, and linked in a gol- 


” 


Bock II. PARADISE LOST, 16% 


To that fide heav'n from whence your legions fell: 


If that way be your walk, you have not far; 1 6 | 


So much the nearer danger ; go, and ſpeed ; 
Havock, and ſpoil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd; and Satan ſtaid not to reply, 1010 
But glad that now his ſea ſhould find a ſhore, 
With freſh alacrity, and force renew'd, 

Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire, 

Into the wild expanſe, and, through the ſhock 
Of fighting elements, on all ſides round 10 15 
Environ'd, wins his way; harder beſet 
And more eee than when Argo paſs'd, 


den chain (1005) to that fide of heaven from whence 
your legions fell: If that way be your walk, you 


have not far; but fo much the nearer danger; 
go, and ſpeed; havock, and ſpoil, and ruin are 


my gain. He ceaſed from ſpeaking; and Satan ſtaid 
not to reply (1010), but glad that now his ſea ſhould 
find a ſhore, he ſprings upward with freſh alacrity and 
renewed force, like a pyramid of fire, into the wild ex- 
panſe; and wins his way through the ſhock of fighting 
elements, with which he was environed on all ſides 


round (1015); he was harder beſet, and more endan- 
gered than Argo was when he paſſed through Boſporus, 


| Verſe 1017. Argo is the name of the ſhip Ia which Ja- | 

ſon- with his companions, called Argonauts, made their 

expedition to Colchis, to feteh the golden fleece; and ſail- 
| y | 
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Through Boſporus, betwixt the juſtling rocks: 
Or when Ulyſſes on the larboard ſhunn'd 
Charybdis, and by th” other whirlpool ſteer'd. 1020 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 


IS .d on, with difficulty and labour he; 4 


But he once paſs'd, ſoon after, when man fell, 
Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, ſuch was the will of Heaven, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 1026 
Over the dark abyſs, whoſe boiling gulf 590 
Tamely cndar'd a bridge of wondrous length - 


| betwixt the uſing aha; Oc ee Ute and 
Charybdis on the larboard ſide, and ſteered by the o: 


ther whirlpool (1020). So he moved on with difficulty | 


and hard labour ; ; with difficulty and hard labour he; 
but he once pailed, and when man fell, ſtrange alte- 
ration | Sin and Death ſoon aſter, following his tract 
amain, (fuch was the will of heaven) (102 5), paved 
after him a broad and beaten way over the dark abyſs, 
whoſe boiling gulph tamely endured a bridge of won. 


1 4 i 


ing from Theſfaly, they paſſed through the Boſporus, | 


nc called the ſtraits of Conſtantinople. into the Euxine 


Tea; at the entrance of which were two little rocky iſlands, 
o cloſe one to the other, that they ſeemed, as Milton 
| ſays, to juſtle, or joſtle, as We now write the word. 

Verſe 1020. Charytdie, a dangerous whirlpool in the 


ſtraits that' divide Sicily from Italy, right over againſt 
Scylla, a . odio rock; ſo that, in failing, it was very 


7 


* 


Book Il. PARADISE LOST. 17 
From hell continu'd reaching th' utmoſt orb 
Of this frail world; by which the ſp'rits perverſe 
With eaſy intexcouſe paſs co, and fro 1031 
To tempt or puniſh mortals, except whom” 
God and good angels guard by ſpecial grace. 
But now at laſt the ſacred influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven 
Shoots far into the boſom of dim Night 1036 
A glimmering dawn: Here Nature firſt begins 
Her fartheſt verge, and Chaos to retire 0 
As from her outmoſt works a broken foe 

With tumult leſs, and with leſs hoſtile din, 1040 - 
That Satan with leſs toil, and now with eaſe 


* 


} 


dus length, continued from hell, and reaching to 
the outmoſt orb of this frail world; by which the per- 
verſe ſpirits (1030) paſs to and fro with eaſy intercourſe, 
to tempt or puniſh mortals, except thoſe whom God 
and good angels guard by ſpecial grace. Bit now at 
laſt the ſacred influence of light appears, and from the 
walls of heaven (1035) ſhoots a glimmering dawn far 

into the boſom of dim night: Here Nature firſt begins 
her fartheſt verge, and Chaos begins to retire as a bro- 
ken foe from her (Nature's) outmoſt works, hut with 
leſs tumult and with leſs din (1049) 3 ſo that Satan, by 
| a dubious git; War on the calmer wave wi: leſs toll, 


| difficult to eſcape cling into one, or r being daſhed again 
the other, 


— 
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Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light, | 
And like a weather-beaten veſſel hold 
Gladly the port, thou gh ſhrouds and tackle torn ; 
Or in the emptier waſte, reſembling air, 104 5 


Weighs his ſpread wings, at leiſure to behold 
Far off th empyreal heav'n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermin'd ſquare or round, 


With opal tow'rs and battlements adorn'd 
Of living ſaphir, once his native ſeat; 10 50 


And faſt by, hanging in a golden chain, 

This pendent world, in bigneſs as a ſtar 

Of ſmalleſt magnitude cloſe by the moon. 
Thither full fraught with miſchievous revenge, 
Accurs'd, and in à curſed hour he hies. 0 5 5 


and now kd eaſe ; and aladly holds to the port like . 
weather · beaten veſſel, though her ſhrouds and tackle 
are torn; or weighs his ſpread wings in the emptier 
waſte, reſembling air (1045), to behold at leiſure the 
empyreal heaven far off, and extended wide in circuit 
(but undetermined whether it was ſquare or round), a- 
dorned with opal towers and battlements of living ſa- 
- phire, which was onee his native ſeat (1050) ; and he 
| beholds this pendent world (the univerſe) faſt by it, 
hanging in a golden chain, in bigneſs but as a ſtar of 
the ſmalleſt magnitude cloſe by the moon. He accurſed, 
and in a curſed hour, hies thither full Franght. with | 
miſchievous revenge. (105 65); 


The ExD of the SECOND Book. 
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Tae ARGUMENT of Book m. 4 


— 


Gov 3 on os chrone ove Saran fixing 3 this 
world, then newly created; ſhews him to the Son | 
who fat at his right hand; foretells the ſucceſs of 5 
| Satan in perverting mins. clears his own juſtice | | {1] 
and wiſdom from all imputation, having created 
man free, and able enough to have withſtood his 


tempter ; yet declares his purpoſe of grace towards 
him, in regard he fell not of his own malice, as did 


Satan, but by him ſeduced. The Son of God ren- 
ders praiſes to his Father for the manifeſtation of his 

gracious purpoſe towards man : But God again de- . | 
clares, that grace cannot be extended towards man : 
withbur' the ſatisfaction of divine juſtice; man hath _ 
offended the majeſty of God by aſpiring to Godhead, | 
and therefore, with all his progeny, devoted to 
death, muſt die, unleſs ſome one can be found ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer for his offence, and undergo his 

. puniſhment. The Son of God freely offers himſelf 

a ranſome for man: The Father accepts him, ordains 
his incarnation, pronounces his exaltation above all 
names in heaven and earth; commands all the an- 


9393 


ST 
2 


— 


— — 


88 


gels to adore him: They obey, and hymning” to 
their harps in full quire, celebrate the Father and 
the Son, Mean while Satan alights upon the bare 
convex of this world's outermoſt orb; where wan 
dering he firſt finds a place, ſince called the Limbo 
of Vanity : What perſons and things fly up thither : 
Thence comes to the gate of heaven, deſcrib'd aſ- 


174 Tux ARGUMENT of Boox I 


cending by ſtairs, and the waters above the firma- 
ment that flow about it: His paſſage thence to the 
orb of the ſun; he finds there Uriel, the regent of 
that orb, but firſt changes himſelf into the ſhape of a 
meaner angel; and pretending a zealous deſire to 
behold the new'creation,.and man, whom God had 
placed here, ' inquires of him the place of his habita - 


tion, and is directed: Abghts ani on mount Ni- 
phates. 


PARADISE LOS I. 


e 


WAIL "holy light, tn of heay? /nfirt-born 
Or of the Eternal coeternal beam -_ 
May! expreſs thee? unblam'd? fince God is light, 
And never but in unapproached light | 
| Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 
Bright effluence of bright eſſence increate. 
Or hear'ſt thou rather pure ethereal ſtream, ; 8 
Whoſe fountain who ſhall tell? Before the ſun, 
Before the heay” ns thou wert, and at the voice 


The ee eee 5 
Fail, holy light, thou firſt-born offspring of been 


or firſt- born of the Eternal co- eternal beam may I 
expreſs thee unblamed ? ſince God is light, and never 


dwelt from all eternity but in unapproached light? he 
dwelt then in thee (5), thou bright efluence of bright 

increated eſſence. Or heareſt thou rather pure ethe- 
real ſtream, whoſe fountain who ſhall tell? Before the 
fun, and before the heavens thou waſt, and at the voice 


. 9. Before the heavens 1 auert.— Here che ſub- 
junctive mood auert is, I think, improperly uſed, as there 


is nothing in the ſentence expreſſive of condition, con- 
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' Si 


Book III. 


Of God, as ith a mantle, didſt inveſt 40 
The rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formleſs infinite. 
Thee I reviſit now with bolder wing, 
Eſcap'd the Stygian pool, though long detain? "WM 
In that obſcure ſojourn, while in my flight I5 
Through utter and through middle darkneſs borne 


With other notes than to th* Orplican lyre, 


Lſung of Chaos and eternal Night, 


Taught by the heav'nly Muſe to venture down 


115 


of God, as. with a mantle, than ddt inveſt (20) the ris 


ling world of dark and deep waters, which were won 


from the void and formleſs infinite. 1 reviſit thee, now 
with bolder wing, having eſcaped the Stygian pool, 
'though long detained in that obſcure ſojourn ; while 


born in my flight (15) through utter and through mid- 


dle darkneſs, I ſung of Chaos and eternal Night, wich 


ether notes than to the Orphean lyre, being taught by 
the heavenly: muſe to venture down: _ dark RR, 55 


* © 


di chice e 
ti 

 celfion, | aber 4 Ke. hs" 3 mood 
, aſt 1 is better, as it expreſſes an abſolute and determinate 
ſenſe. Inſtances of this i impropricty, and of were for was, 
are to be found in ſeveral of our beſt writers beſides Mil- 
ton, Viz. Pope, Dryden, Swift, Addiſon, Prior, Atter- 
bury, &c, who muſt kave been led into ſuch inaccuracies 
werely from inadvertency. Ds 


vl god ws vHP,IY me. 


PA am — NR PI ,_SSYT Wd kc} 


„. —» Rs | 133 


r 


Book III. PARADISE LOST: 177 


The dark deſcent, and up to re-aſcend, 20 


Though hard and rare: Thee I reviſit ſafe, 
And feel thy ſov'reign vital lamp; but thou 
Reviſit'ſt not theſe eyes, t that roll in vain 5 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; 

So thick a drop ſerene hath quench'd their orbs, 
Or dim ſuffuſion veil'd. Vet not the more 26 
Ceaſe I to wander where the Muſes haunt | 
Clear ſpring, or ſhady grove, or ſunny hill, 
Smit with the love of ſacred ſong ; but chief 


Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 30 


That waſh thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit : Nor ſometimes forget 

Thoſe other two equall'd with me in fate, 

So were I equall d with them 1 in renqun 


and to re- aſcend up (20), though : A cite both hard and 
rare, I now reviſit thee ſafe, and feel thy ſovereign 


vital lamp; but thou reviſiteſt not theſe eyes, that roll | 
in vain to find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; ſo 
thick a drop ferene hath quenched their orbs (25), or 


ſuch a dim ſuffuſion has veiled them. Yet, being ſmit 
with the love of ſacred ſong, I ceaſe not the more to 
wander where the Muſes haunt clear ſpring, or ſhady 


grove, or ſunny hill; but I nightly viſit thee, Sion, as 


chief, and the flowery brooks beneath (30), that waſh thy 
hallowed feet, and flow warbling : Nor do I ſometimes 
forget theſe other two equalled with me in fate, ſo that 


I were but equalled with them in renown; I mean blind 
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Blind Thamyris, and blind Maconides; 7" 

And Tireſias, and Phineus, prophets old: 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious members ; as the wakeful bird 


Sings darkling, and in ſhadieſt covert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 


Thamyris, and blind Maeonides (35); and Tireſias, 
and Phineus, who were old prophets: Then feed on 
thoughts that voluntarily move harmonious numbers, 
as the wakeful bird ſings darkling, and tunes her noc- 
turnal note while hid in ſhadieſt covert. Thus ſeaſons 


Verſe. 35. Thamyris, a Thracian poet, and an excellent 
muſician, is fabled to have had the aſſurance to challenge 
the muſes to a trial of ſkill, and being overcome, was de- 


prived both of his ſight and art. He lived before Homer, 
who recites this ſtory in his Iliad, book 2. verſe 721. 
Maeonides is one of the names of Homer, from Maeonia, 
| an antient name of Lydia; for it is ſuppoſed that that 
poet was born at Smyrna in that country. That Homer 
was blind in the latter part of his life, is agreed on by all 


hands; but how he became ſo is uncertain, Tireſias was a 
Theban poet and prophet, fabled to be ſtruck blind by 

5 Juno, for deciding a diſpute between her and her huſband, 
in favour of Jupiter; who, in requital, gave him the gift 

of prophecy. He is mentioned by Homer in the 10th 

book of his Odyſſey. Phineus, according to Hellanicus, 

was the ſon of Agenor; and reigned firſt in Paphlagonia, 


\ 
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Seaſons return; but not to me returns 41 
Day, or the ſweet approach of ev'n or morn, 

Or ſight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roles” 1 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine; 

But cloud inſtead, and ever-· during dark 45 
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Preſented with a univerſal blank 

Of nature's works to me expung' d and ras'd, 
And wiſdom at one entrance quite ſhut out. 50 
So much the rather thou, celeſtial light, | 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 


a 


| 
* 


return with the year (40); but day returns not to me, 
nor the ſweet approach of even or morn, or ſight of ver- 
nal bloom, or .ſummer's roſe, or flocks, or herds, or 
divine human face ; but, inſtead of all theſe, a cloud, 
and an ever-during dark ſurrounds me (45), and I am 
cut off from the chearful ways of , men, and, for the 
fair book of knowledge, 1 am preſented with an univer- 
ſal blank; all nature's works are totally expunged and 
razed out. to me, and wiſdom is quite ſhut out at one 
entrance (50). So much the rather do thou, celeſtial 
light, ſhine inward, and irradiate the mind through 


and afterwards in Arcadia. His Pts: were put out by 
Boreas; but, to recompenſe the loſs of his ſight, it is Tai 
the gods gave him the * of . | 


/ 
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Irradiate, there plant eyes, all miſt from thence 

Purge and diſperſe, that I may ſce and tell 

Of things inviſible to mortal ſight, 55 

Now had th* almighty Father from above, 

From the pure empyrean where he ſits 

High thron'd above all heighth, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 

About him all the ſanQities of heaven 60 

Stood thick as ſtars, and from his ſight receiv'd 

Beatitude paſt utterance; on his right 

The radiant image of bis glory ſat, 


all her powers, there do thou plant eyes, and purge 
and diſperſe all miſt from thence, that I may ſee and 
tell of things inviſible to mortal fight (55). Now 
the almighty Fathet from above, and from the pure 
empyrean where he ſits high throned above all height, 
had bent down his eye, to view at once his own works 
and their works : And all the ſanctities of heaven ſtood 
thick as ſtars about him (60), and received beatitude 
| paſt utterance from his fight : His only Son, the ra- 
diant 8 of his glory, ſat on his right hand. He 


Verſe of From whence, from hence, from thence, are 
reckoned barbariſms by Mr Johnſon in his dio ionary. 
From is certainly a tautology, as it is included in the ſigni - 
fication of each of theſe words; as whence ſignifies from 
what place, perſon, premiſes, cauſe, or ſource; and 
hence, from this place, time, cauſe, &c. and thence from 
that place, time, &c. 


Bock II. PARADISE LOST. 167 


His only Son; on earth he firſt beheld 

Our two firſt parents, yet the only two 65 
Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd, x 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivall'd love, 

In bliſsful ſolitude ; he then ſurvey'd 

Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 
Coaſting the wall of Heav'n on this fide Night 
In the dun air ſublime, and ready now 

To ſtoop with wearied wings and willing feet 

On the bare outſide of this world, that ſeemd 
Firm land imboſom'd, without firmament, 75 
Ungertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God bcholding from his proſpect high, 
Wherein paſt, preſent, future, he beholds, 


; firſt beheld on earth our two firſt parents, as yet the 
only two of mankind (65), placed in the happy garden, 
reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, uninterrupted 
joy, and unxivalled love, in bliſsful ſolitude. He then 
ſurveyed hell and the gulph between, and ſaw Satan 
there coaſting (70) the wall of heaven on this ſide Night, 
ſublime in the dun air; and now ready to ftoop with 
wearied wings and willing feet on the bare outſide of 
this world, that ſeemed ſirm land imboſomed, without 
a firmament (75) ; uncertain which, whether in ocean 
or in air. God beholding him from his high proſpect, 
wherein he beholds paſt, preſent, and future, andfore- 


— 
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Thus to his only Son foreſeeing ſpake. „ 
Only begotten Son, ſeeſt thou what rage -Bo 
Tranſports our adverſary ? whom no bounds 


| Preſcrib*d, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 


Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyſs 


Wide interrupt can hold; ſo bent he ſeems 


On deſperate revenge, that ſhall redound 85 


Upon his own rebellious head. And now, 


Through all reſtraint broke looſe, he wings his way 
Not far off heav'n, in the precincts of light, 


Directly tow'ards the new- created world, 


And man there plac'd, with purpoſe to-aflay 90 


If him by force he can deſtroy, or wore, . 


By ſome falſe guile pervert ; and ſhall pervert} ; 
For man will hearken to his glozing hes, | 


| ſeeing what would happen, ſpake thus to his only Son, | 


Only begotten Son, ſeeſt thou what rage (80) tranſports 
our adverſary ? whom no preſcribed bounds, no bars of 
hell, nor all the chains heaped on him there, nor yet 
the main abyſs, that wide interruption, can hold; fo 
bent he ſeems on deſperate revenge, that ſhall redound 


(85) upon his own rebellious head. And now broke 


looſe through all reſtraint, he wings his way not far off 
heaven, in the precincts of light, directly towards the 
new created world, and with purpoſe to aſſay man 
placed there (go), if he can deſtory him by force, or, 

which is worſe, pervert him by ſome falſe guile: And 
ke ſhall en him for man will hearken to his o. 
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And eaſily tranſgreſs the ſole command, 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall, 95 
He and his faithleſs progeny : Whoſe fault? 
Whoſe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have; I made him juſt and right, 
Sufficient to have ſtood, though free to fall. 
Such 1 created all th' ethereal powers 100 
And ſpi'rits, both them who ſtood, and them who 
£2 a: * 

Freely they {ſtood who ſtood, and fell he fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n ſincere 
' Of true allegiance, conſtant faith or love, 
Where only what they needs mult do appear'd, 105 
| Not what they would! 7 what * could ey" re- 


ceive | 7 


zing lies, and eaſily tranſgreſs the ſole command, which 
is the ſole pledge of his obedience: So man will fall 
(95), he and his faithleſs progeny will fall. Whoſe 
fault is it? whoſe fault but his own? Ingrate that he 


is, he had of me all that he could have: I made him 


juſt and right, and ſufficient to have ſtood, though alſo 
free to fall. Such I created all the ethereal powers and 
ſpirits (100) „ both them who ſtood and them who fail- 
ed; they who ſtood, ſtood freely, and they who fell, 
fell freely. For not having been free, what ſincere 
Proof could they have given of true allegiance, or of 
_ conſtant faith or love, where only what they needs 
muſt do appeared (105), and not what they would have 
done? What praiſe could they receive from me, and what 
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What pleaſure from ſuch obedience paid, 


When will and reaſon (reaſon alſo? is choice) 


' Uſeleſs and vain, of freedom both deſpoil'd, 
Made paſſive both, had ſerv'd neceflity, 110 
Not me? They therefore, as to right belong'd, 


So were created, nor can juſtly accuſe | 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate, 

As if predeſtination over-ruled 

Their will, diſpos'd by abſolute decree 115 
Or high foreknowledge; they themſelves decreed 
Their own revolt, not I; if I forcknew, | | 
Foreknowledge had no infl uence on their fault, 


Which had no leſs prov'd certain unforeknown, 


8o without leaſt impulſe or thadow' of fate, 120 


pleaſure could I receive from ſuch obedience paid me, 


| when will and reaſon (for reaſon is alſo choice) ren- 


dered uſeleſs and vain, and both deſpoiled of freedom, 


both made paſſive, had ſerved neceſſity, but not me 


(110)? They therefore were ſo created as belonged to 
right, nor can they juſtly accuſe their Maker, or their 


making, or their fate, as if predeſtination had over- 


ruled their wills, and they had been diſpoſed of by ab- 
ſolute decree or high foreknowledge (115). They 
themſelves decreed their own revolt, it was not I that 


decreed it: If I foreknew, my foreknowledge had no 
influence on their fault, which had proved no leſs cer- 
tain if it had been unforeknown. So that they treſpaſs 
without the leaft impulſe or ſhadow of fate (1 20), or of 
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Or aught by me immutably foreſeen, 
They treſpaſs, authors to themſelves in all, 


Both what they judge, and what they chuſe; for ſo 


I form'd them free: And free they mult remain, 
Till they inthral themſelves ; I elſe muſt change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 126 
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 
Their freedom; they themſelves ordain'd their fall. 
The firſt ſort by their own ſuggeſtion fell, 
Self-tempted, ſelf-depravo'd: Man falls, deceiv'd 
By th' other firſt: Man therefore ſhall find grace, 
The other none: In mercy and juſtice both, 132 
Through heav'n and earth, ſo fhall my glory excel; 
But mercy, firſt and laſt, ſhall brighteſt ſhine. 


aught immutably foreſeen by me, being authors to 
themſelves in all, both of what they judge, and of what 
they chuſe; for ſo I formed them free: And they muſt 


remain free till they inthral themſelves; I elſe muſt 


change their nature (125), and revoke' the high un- 
changeable and eternal decree which ordained their 
freedom; they themſelves ordained their fall. The 
firſt ſort (the angels) fell by their own ſuggeſtion, ſelf- 
tempted, and ſelf-deprived : Man falls deceived (130) 
by the other firſt : Man therefore ſhall find grace; the 
other ſhall find none: So ſhall my glory excel both in 
mercy and juſtice, through heaven and earth; but 
mercy ſhall ſhine dae firſt and laſt, A God 

A a | 
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Thus while God ſpake, ambroſial fragrance fill'd 
All heav'n, and in the bleſſed ſp'rits elec 136 
Senſe of new joy ineffable diffus'd. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 

Moſt glorious; in him all his Father ſhone | 
Subſtantially expreſs*d ; and in his face 140 
Divine compaſſion viſibly appear'd, 

Love without end, and without meaſure grace, 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father ſpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy ſov*reign ſentence, that man ſhould find grace; 
For which both heav'n and earth ſhall high extol 
Thy praiſes, with th* innumerable found 147 
Of hymns and ſacred ſongs, wherewith thy throne 
Incompaſs'd ſhall reſound thee ever bleſs'd. 


ſpake thus, ambroſial fragrance filled all heaven, and 
diffuſed a ſenſe of new and ineffable joy in the bleſſed 
ſpirits ele& (136). The Son of God was ſeen beyond 
compare moſt glorious ; all his Father ſubſtantially ex- 
| preſſed ſhone in him; and divine compaſſion viſibly ap- 
peared in his face (140), and love without end, and 
grace without meaſure ;. which uttering, he ſpake thus 
to his Father. O Father, gracious was that word which 
cloſed thy ſovereign ſentence, which was, that man 
ſhould find grace; for which both heaven and earth 
ſhall high extol (146) thy praiſes, with the innumerable 
ſound of hymns and ſacred ſongs, wherewith thy 


throne * incompaſſed] {hall reſound thee ever bleſſed. 
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For ſhould man finally be loſt, ſhould man 150 
Thy creature late ſo lov'd, thy youngeſt ſon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly ? that be from thee far, 

That far be from thee, Father, who art judge 


Of all things made, and judgeſt only right. 155 


Or ſhall the adverſary thus obtain . 

His end, and fruſtrate thine ? ſhall he fulfil, 

His malice, and thy goodneſs bring to nought, 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revenge accompliſh*d, and to hell 160 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 


By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyſelf 
Aboliſh thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haſt made ? 


For ſhould man be finally loſt, ſhould man (x50), 


thy creature ſo much loved of late, and thy young- 


eſt ſon, fall circumvented thus by fraud, though 


Joined with his own folly? that be far from thee, 
Father, who art judge of all things made, and 
judgeſt only right (155). Or ſhall the adverſary 
thus obtain his end, and fruſtrate thine ? Shall he ful- 
fil his malice, and bring thy goodneſs to nought ; or 


ſhall he return proud, though to his heavier doom, yet 
with accompliſhed revenge, and draw after him to hell 


(160) the whole race of mankind corrupted by him? Or 
wilt thou thyſelf aboliſh thy creation, and unmake for 
him, what thou haſt made for thy glory? So ſhould 
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So ſhould thy goodneſs and thy greatneſs both 
Be queſtion'd and blaſphem'd without defence. 
To whom the great Creator thus reply*d. 16 

O Son, in whom my ſoul hath chief delight, 
Son of my boſom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wiſdom, and effectual might, 179 
All haſt thou ſpoken as my thoughts are, all 
As my eternal purpoſe hath decreed, | 
Man ſhall not quite be loſt, but ſav'd who will; 
Yet not of will m him, but grace in me 

-* Freely vouchſaf d; once more I will renew 175 
His lapſed pow'rs, though forfeit, and inthralld 
By ſin to foul exorbitant deſires; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he ſhall ſtand 
On even ground againſt his mortal foe ; 


both thy goodneſs and thy greatneſs be queſtioned and 
blaſphemed without defence (166), To whom the 
great Creator thus replied. O Son, in whom my foul 
hath chief delight, Son of my boſom, Son, who art 
alone my word, my wiſdom, and effectual might (150), 
thou haſt ſpoken all juſt as my thoughts are, thou haſt 
| ſpoken all as my eternal purpoſe hath decreed. Man 
ſhall not quite be loſt, but he who will ſhall be ſaved ; 
yet not of will in him, but of grace freely vouchſafed 
in me : Once more I will renew (175) his lapſed pow- 
ers, though forfeited and inthralled by fin to foul and 
exorbitant deſires; he ſhall yet once more ſtand on even 
ground againſt his mortal foe, upheld by me; upheld 
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By me upheld, that he may know how frail 180 
His fall'n condition is, and to me owe | | 
All his deliv'rance, and to none but me, 
Some I have choſen of peculiar grace, 1 
Ele& above the reſt; ſo is my will? 3 | 
The reſt ſhall hear me call, and oft be warn'd 185 
Their finful tate, and to appeaſe betimes 
Th? incenſed Deity, while offer*d grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their ſenſes dark, 
What may ſuffice, and ſoften ſtony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 
To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though but endeavour'd with fincere intent, 
Mine ear ſhall not be flow, mine eye not ſhut, 
And I will place within them as a guide, 


by me I ſay, that he may know how frail (180) his 
fallen condition is, and owe all his deliverance to me, 
and to none but me. I have choſen ſome. of peculiar 
grace elect above the reſt ; ſo is my will: The reſt ſhall 
hear me call, and they ſhall oft be warned (185) of their 
ſinful ſtate, and to appeaſe by times the incenſed Deity, 
while offered grace invites them; for I will clear their 
dark ſenſes what may ſuffice, and ſoften their ſtony 
hearts to pray, repent, and bring due obedience (190). 
Mine ear ſhall not be flow, and mine eye ſhall not be 
ſhut to prayer, repentance, and due obedience, though 
but endeayoured with ſincere intent. And I will place 
within them my umpire conſcience as a guide; whom, 
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My umpire Conſcience; whom if they will hear, | 

Light after light, well us'd, they ſhall attain, 196 
And to the end perſiſting, ſafe arrive. 

This my long ſufferance, and my day of grace, 
They who negle& and ſcorn, ſhall never taſte ; 
But hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more, 200 
That they may ſtumble on, and deeper fall; 
And none but ſuch from mercy I exclude, 
But yet all is not done; man diſobeying 
Diſloyal breaks his fealty, and ſins 
Againſt the high ſupremacy of heaven, 205 
Affecting godhead, and fo loſing all, 
Io expiate his treaſon hath nought left, 

But to deſtruction ſacred and devote, 
He, with his whole poſterity, muſt die, 


if they will hear (195), they ſhall attain light after 
light, when well uſed, and perſiſting to the end, ſhall 
arrive ſafe. 'They who neglect and ſcorn, ſhall never 
taſte of this my long-ſufferance, and my day of grace; 
but, being hard, ſhall be more hardened, and, being 
blind, ſhall be more blinded (200), that they may 
ſtumble on, and fall the deeper : And I exclude none 
but ſuch from mercy. But all is not done yet; man, 
diſloyal, breaks his fealty by diſobeying, and fins a- 
gainſt the high ſupremacy of heaven by affecting god- 
head (205), and ſo loſing all, hath left nought to ex- 
piate his treaſon; but, ſacred and devoted to deſtruc- 
gion, he, with his whole poſterity, myſt die; either 


ex 
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Die he or juſtice muſt; unleſs for him 210 


Some other able, and as willing, pay 


The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. | 
Say, heav*nly pow'rs, where ſhall we find fuck love! ? 
Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and juſt th? unjuſt to fave? 215 


Dwells in all heaven charity fo dear ? 


He aſk'd, but all the heav'nly quire ſtood mute; 
And filence was in heav'n: On man's behalf. 
Patron or interceſſor none appear'd, 

Much leſs that durſt upon his own head draw 220 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranſome ſet. 

And now without redemption all mankind 

Muſt have been loſt, adjudg*d to death and hell 
By doom ſevere, had not the Son of God, 


he or juftice muſt die (210); unleſs ſome other able, 
and as willing, pay the rigid ſatisfaction for him, 


which is death for death. Say, heavenly powers, 


Where ſhall we find ſuch love? Which of ye will be 


mortal to redeem mortal man's crime, and juſt, to ſave 


the unjuſt (215)? Dwells there ſo dear charity in all 
heaven? He aſked; but all the heavenly choir ſtood 
mute; and filence was in heaven: There was none ap- 


peared as patron or interceſſor on man's behalf, much 


leſs any one that durſt draw the deadly forfeiture, and 


the ranſome that was ſet upon his own head (221). And 


now all mankind muſt have been loſt, and adjudged 
by ſevere doom to death and hell without redemption, 
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In hou the fulneſs n of love divine, 225 
His deareſt mediation thus renew'd. 
Father, thy word is paſt, man ſhall find grace; 
And ſhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The ſpeedieſt of thy winged meſſengers, 
To viſit all thy creatures, and to all 230 
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfought ? 
Happy for man, ſo coming; he her aid 


Can never ſeek, once dead in fins, and loſt ; 
Atonement for himſelf, or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring: 225 
Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 

I offer 3 on me let thine anger fall; 


Account me man; I for his fake will leave 
Thy boſom, and this glory next to thee 


had not the Son of God (in whom the fulneſs of divine 
love dwells) (225), thus renewed his deareſt mediation. 
Father, thy word is paſt, man ſhall find grace; and 
| ſhall grace not find means, grace, that finds her way 


the ſpeedieſt of all thy winged meſſengers, to viſit all 
thy creatures, and comes unprevented, unimplored, 
and unſought to all (231)? Happy for man, ſo coming: 
He, once dead in dns and loſt, can never ſeek her aid; 


being indebted and undone, atonement or meet offer- 
ing he hath none to bring for himſelf (225). Behold 
me then, accept me for him, I offer life for life; let 
thine anger Fall on me; account me man; I, 


for his fake, will leave thy boſom, and freely put off 


— 
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Freely put off, and for him laſtly « die 240 


Wellpleas'd; on me let Death wreck all his rage; 


Under his gloomy pow'r 1 ſhall not long 

Lic yanquiſh'd thou haſt giv'n me to poſſeſs 
Life in myſelf for ever; by thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 245 
All that of me can die; yet, that debt paid, 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathſome grave 
lis prey, nor ſuffer my unſpotted ſoul 

For ever with corruption there to dwell; 
But I ſhall riſe victorious, and ſubdue 2 50 
My vanquiſher, ſpoil'd of his vaunted ſpoil; _ 
Death his death's wound ſhall then receive, and ſtoop 
inglagonss of of, his mortal ſting diſarm'd. 


this glory next to thee, and laſtly, die for him well 


pleaſed; let death wreck all his rage on me (241): 1 
ſhall not long lie vanquiſhed under his gloomy power; 
thou haſt given me to poſſeſs life in myſelf for ever; by 
_ theel live, though I now yield to death (245), and am 

his due (that is) all that can die of me; yet, when that 
debt i is paid, thou wilt not leave me his prey, nor ſuf- 
fer my unſpottèd ſoul to dwell there for ever With cor- 
ruption; but I ſhall rife victorious, and ſubdue my 
vanquiſher, who ſhall be ſpoiled of his vaunted ſpoil 
(251); and Death ſhall then receiye his deaths wound, 
and, diſarmed of his mortal ſting, ſhall ſtoop inglori- 
ous. I ſhall lead hell captive (maugre hell) os 
| n B 5 
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I through the ample air, in triumph high 

Shall lead hell captive, maugre hell, and ſhow 25; 5 

The pow'rs of darkneſs bound. Thou, at the ſight 

Pleas'd, out of heaven ſhalt look down, and ſmile, 

While, by thee rais'd, I ruin all my foes, 

Death laſt, and with his carcaſe glut the grave : 

Then, with the multitude of my redeem'd, 260 

Shall enter heav'n, long abſent, and return, 

Father, to ſee thy face, wherein no cloud 

Of anger {hall remain, but peace aſſur'd 

And reconcilement; Wrath ſhall be no more 

Thenceforth, but in thy preſence joy entire. 265 
His words here ended, but his meek aſpect 


FSBilent yet ſpake, and breath'd immortal love 


To mortal men, above which only ſhone 


: che . air in high triumph, and ſnow the powers 
of darkneſs bound (255). Thou, pleaſed at the ſight, 
ſhalt look down out of heaven and ſmile; while, ral- 
ſed by thee, I ruin all my foes, and death'laſt, and glut 


the grave with his carcaſe; then, having been long 


abſent, I ſhall enter heaven with the multitude of my 
redeemed (260), and return, Father, to ſee thy face, 
wherein ſhall remain no cloud of anger, but aſſured 
peace and reconcilement; thenceforth wrath ſhall be 
no more, but there ſhall be entire joy in thy preſence 
(265). Here his words ended, but his meek and ſilent 
aſpect yet ſpake, and breathed immortal love to mortal 
men, above which love ſilial obedience only ſhone : He 
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Filial obedience : As a ſacrifice - 

Glad to be offer*d, he attends the wil! 270 
Of his great Father. Admiration ſeiz'd 

All heaven, what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wond'ring; but ſoon th* Almighty thus reply'd. 

O thou in heaven and earth the only peace 

Found out for mankind under wrath! O thou 27 5 
My ſole complacence! well thou know'lt how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the leaſt, 
Though laſt created ; that for him I ſpare 

Thee from my boſom and right hand, to fave, 


By loſing thee a while, the whole race loſt. 280 
Thou, therefore, whom thou only canſt redeem, 


Their nature alſo to thy nature join; 
And be thyſelf man among men on earth, 


| attends the will of his great Father, glad to be offered | 
as a ſacrifice (270). Admiration ſeized all heaven, 
wondering what this might mean, and whither it might 
tend ? but the Almighty ſoon replied, thus : O thou 
in heaven and earth the only peace found out for man- 
kind urder wrath! O thou (275) my ſole complacencel 
well thou knoweſt how. dear all my works are to me; 
nor is man the leaſt dear, tho? laſt created ; and that it 
is for him that I ſpare thee from my boſom and my 
right hand, to ſave (by loſing thee a while) the whole 
loſt race (280). Do thou therefore, alſo j join their na- 
ture, whom thou only canſt redeem, to thy nature ; and 
be thyſelf man among men on earth, made fleſh, when, 
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Made fleſh, when time ſhall be, of virgin ſeed, 


By wondrous birth: Be thou in Adam's room 28 5 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's ſon. 


As in him periſh all men, ſo in thee, 


As from a ſecond root, ſhall be reſtor'd 


As many as are reſtor'd, without thee none. 

His crime makes guilty all his ſons; thy merit 290 
Imputed ſhall abſolve them who renounce 

Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And hve in thee tranſplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is moſt juſt, 

Shall ſatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die, 295 
And dying riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 8 
His brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear lie. 


time ſhall be, of virgin-ſced, by wondrous birth : Be 
thou the head of all mankind in Adam's room, though 
Adam's ſon (286). As all men periſh in him, ſo in 
thee, as from a ſecond root, as many ſhall be reſtored as 
are to be reſtored, without thee none ſhall be reſtored. 
His crime makes all his ſons guilty; thy imputed me- 


rit (290) ſhall, abſolve them who renounce both their 


own righteous (deeds) and their unrighteous deeds, 
and live tranſplanted in thee, and receive new life 
from thee, So man, as is moſt Juſt, ſhall ſatisfy for 
man, and be judged, and die (295), and dying he ſhall | 
riſe, and rifing, ſhall raiſe with him his brethren, whom 
he has ranſomed with his own dear life. So heavenly 
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80 heavenly love {ball outdo helliſh hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem 
So dearly to redeem, what helliſn hate goo! 
80 eafily deſtroy*d, and Kill deſtro ss 
In thoſe who, when they may, accept not grace, 
Nor ſhalt thou, by deſcending to aſſume 

Man' s nature, leſſen or degrade thine own, .. 
Becauſe thou haſt, though thron'd in higheſt bliſs 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 306 
God-like fruition, quitted all, to fave 

A world from utter loſs, and haſt been found 

By merit more than birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieſt to be ſo by being good, ze 
Far more than great or high; becauſe in thee | 
Love bath ende x more than glory* abounds ; 


love ſhall outdo helliſh hate, by giving to death, and by 

dying to redeem, to redeem ſo dearly, what helliſh hate 
(300) fo eaſily deſtroyed, and ſtill deſtroys in thoſe who 
accept not grace when they may. Nor ſhalt thou, by 
deſcending to aſſume man's nature, leſſen or degrade 
thine own. Becauſe thou haſt (tho throned in higheſt 
bliſs (305), equal ta God, and equally. enjoying god- 
like fruition) quitted all to ſave a world from utter loſs, 
and haſt been found the Son of God more by merit 
than by birth- right, and found worthieſt to be ſo by 
being good, far more than by being great or high (3 10); 
and becauſe love hath abounded more in thee than glo- 
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98 PARADISE LOST, Book Ill. 
Therefore thy humiliation ſhall exalt 


With thee thy manhood alſo to this throne ; - 


Here ſhalt thou ſit incarnate, here ſhalt reign 315 


Both God and man, Son both of God and man, 


Anointed univerſal King ; all power 


I give thee; reign for ever, and afſume 
| Thy merits ; under thee, as head ſupreme, 


Thrones, princedoms, pow? rs, dominions, I reduce: 
All knees to thee ſhall bow, of them that bide 321 
In heav'n, or earth, or under earth i in hell. 
When thou attended gloriouſly from heaven 
Shalt in the ſky appear, and from thee ſend | 


The ſummoning archangels to proclaim o& 325 
Thuy dread tribunal; forthwith from all winds, 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 


ry abounds; therefore thy humiliation ſhall alſo exalt 
thy manhood with thee to this throne; here ſhalt thou 
ſit incarnate, here ſhalt thou reign (315) both God and 
man, Son both of God and man, anointed univerſal 


King; I give thee all power; reign for ever, and aſ- 


ſume thy merits ; and I reduce thrones, princedoms, 
powers, and dominions under thee, as their ſupreme 


head : All knees ſhall bow to thee; the knees of them 
that bide in heaven, or on earth, or in hell under the 


earth (322). When thou ſhalt appear in the ſky glori- 
ouſly attended- from heaven, and ſend the ſummoning 


archangels from thee to proclaim thy dread tribunal 
(32 5); forthwith the nes and worn the cited 


[ory ame was Aa Py 
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Of all paſt ages, to the general doom 786 5 
Shall haſten; ſuch a peal ſhall rouſe their a 


Then all thy ſaints aſſembled, thou ſhalt judge 330 


Bad men and angels; they arraign'd ſhall fink 
Beneath thy ſentence ; hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth ſhall be for ever ſhut. - Mean while 
The world ſhall burn, and from her aſhes ſpring 
New heav'n and earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell, 
And, after all their tribulations: long, 336 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. wy 


Then thou thy regal ſcepter ſhalt lay by, b 


For regal ſcepter then no more ſhall need, wok | 


God ſhall be all i in all. e Ma W 2s 


dead of all oh ages, * from all winds, haſten i 
the general doom ; ſuch a. peal ſhall rouſe their fleep. 


Then all thy ſaints being aſſembled, thou ſhalt judge 


(330) bad men and angels; they arraigned ſhall fink 
beneath thy ſentence ; and hell, receiving her full num- 
bers, thenceforth ſhall be for. ever. ſhut. Meanwhile 
the world ſhall burn, and a new heaven and earth ſhall 


ſpring from her aſhes, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell; 


and, after all their long tribulations (330), they ſhall ſee 


golden days, and days fruitful of golden deeds, with 
Joy, and love, and fair truth triumphing. Then thou 


ſhalt lay by thy regal ſcepter, for there ſhall be no more 
need then of 2 ſcepter (340 as God wan be Lap all. 
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Adore him, who! to compals all * dies; 
Acdore the Son, and honour him us, me. 

No ſooner had. tch' Almighty ceasꝰd, but all 
The anileitude of: angels, with a thout - 345 
Loud as from numbers without eee 
As from bleſs'd voices, uttering joy, heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud hoſanna's fil'd 
Thi eternal rer e e 


\ 


But, all ye or 11020 ie who dies, to ' compaſs all 
this; adore the Son, and honour him : as me. No ſoon- 
er had the Almighty ccafed from ſpeaking; but all the 
multitude of angels, uttering joy with a ſhout as loud 


as from numbers without number (345), yet ſweet 2s 


from bleſt voices, heaven rung with jubilee, and loud 
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"Verſe 348. Jalil is a RB Word, and ſignifies Re. 


joieing, or the prolonged ſounds of muſical. inſtruments: 
The year of jubilee was celebratedevery coth year among 
the Jews; Which was uſhered in throughout thelland with 
the ſound of joe ne and op nee all the 
inbabitants. „ Ren 
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Verſe 348 e . is 1 to be a Syria word, bur 0- 
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| riginally Hebrew, and ſignifies Save 1 pray thee. © As this 


word was often expreſſed by the Jews in their grand 4 feaſts, 


4 , * * * 


it became a term expreſſive of much joy and rejoicing. 
Holannas are here OE for 2 of benegicion and 
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"Tow? ards either throne was bow, 44 to the ground 


With ſolemn adoration down they caſt 351 
Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold ; 
Immortal amarant, a flow'r which once 


In Paradiſe, faſt by the tree of life, 


Began to bloom; but ſoon for man's offence 355 


To heav'n remov'd, where firſt it grew, there grows, 
And flow'rs aloft ſhading the fount of life, 
And where the river of bliſs thro? midſt of heav'n 


Roll's o'er Elyſian flow'rs her amber ſtream ; 


With theſe that never fade the ſpirits elect 360 


Bind their reſplendent locks inwreath'd with 
beams; | 


Now! in looſe ren thick thrown off, 4. bright 


reverent towards ela throne, and they caſt down 
their crowns to the ground with folemn adoration (3 51), 
which were inwove with amarant and gold, immortal 
amarant, a flower which once began to bloom in para- 


diſe, faſt by the tree of life, but was ſoon removed to 


heaven for man's offence . (355), where it grew firſt, 
and grows there; and flowers-aloft, ſhading the fount 


of life, and where the river of bliſs rolls her amber 
| ſtream over Elyſian flowers through the midſt of hea- 
ven: With theſe flowers that never fade the ſpirits e- 
lect (360) bind their reſplendent locks inwreathed 
with beams; but now thrown. off 2 in looſe gar- 


Verſe 359. Elyfian Jeddah are fach as give pleaſure and 

delight, and are ſuppoſed to grow in Elyſium, the place 

aſſigned W the heathens for the reſidence of happy ſouls, 
Cc 
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Pavement, that like a ſea of jaſper ſhone, 
Impurpled with celeſtial roſes ſmil'd. 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took; 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 366 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble ſweet 
* charming ſymphony they introduce 
Their ſacred ſong, and waken Taptures bigh ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could j join 
Melodious part, ſuch concord is in heaven. 371 
Thee, Father, firſt they ſung omnipotent, 
Immutable, immortal, infinite, 
Eternal King; thee author of all being, 
Fountain of light, thyſelf inviſible 375 
Amidſt the glorious brightneſs where thou ſitſt 


lands, the bright pavement (that ſhone like a ſea of ja- 
ſper) ſmiled, being impurpled with - celeſtial roſes. 
Then, being crowned again, they took their golden 
harps (365), harps that are ever tuned, and that hung 
like quivers glittering by their fide, and, with ſweet 
preamble of charming ſymphony, they introduced their 
ſacred ſong, and waken high raptures; no voice was 
exempt, no voice but what could well join a melodious 


part; ſuch concord is in heaven (371). They firſt ſung 


thee, Father, omnipotent, immutable, immortal, in- 


finite, eternal King; they ſung thee, the author of all 
being, fountain of light, thyſelf inviſible (375) amidſt 
the glorious brightneſs where thou fitteſt throned inac- 


/ 


2 7 


Book Ill. PARADISE LOST. 203 


Thron'd inacceſfible, but when thoy ſhad'ſt 

The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant ſhrine, 
Dark with exceſſive bright thy ſkirts appear; 380 
Yet dazzle heaven, that brighteſt Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings yell their eyes. 
Thee next they lang of all creation firſt, 

Begotten Son, divine ſimilitude, 

In whoſe conſpicuous count? nance, without cloud 
Made vilible, th Almighty Father ſhines, * 386 
Whom elſe no creature can behold ; on thee 
Impreſs'd the effulgence of his glory” abides, 
Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit reſts. 


ceſſible, but (except) when thou ſhadeſt the full ban 
of thy beams, and thy ſkirts appear through a cloud 
drawn round about thee like a radiant ſhrine, dark 
with exceſhve brightneſs (380); yet ſo dazzle heaven, 
that brighteſt Seraphim approach not, but veil their 
eyes with both wings. They next ſang thee, only be- 
gotten Son, divine ſimilitude, the firit of all creation, 
in whoſe conſpicuous countenance (385) the Almighty 
Father ſhines, made viſible without any cloud; and 
whom no creature elſe can behold ; the effulgence of his 
glory abides impreſſed on thee; his ample ſpirit reſts 
transfuſed on thee. ne created the heaven of heavens 


Verſe 383. of all creation firſt begotten Son— This ex- 
preſſion ſmells rank of Arianiſm: For Arius taught that 
Chriſt was not confubſtantial with the Father, but the 


erlt and | of all created beings. 


\ 
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He heav'n of. heav'ns and all the pow'rs therein, 
By thee created; and by thee threw down 391 
THY aſpiring dominations : Thou that day. 

Thy Father's dreadful thunder didſt not ſpare, 
Nor ſtop thy flaming chariot-wheels; that ſhook. 
Heav'n's everlaſting frame, while o'er the necks 
Thou drov'ſt of warring angels difarray'd. 396 
Back from purſuit thy poW rs with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might, 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 


Not ſo on man: Him through their malice fall'n n, 


| Father of mercy and grace, thou didſt not doom 


80 ſtrictly, but much more to pity incline : 402 


: No ſooner did thy dear and only Son 
e Perceive thee e not to een frail man 


and all the powers therein by thee (390); and by thee 


threw down the aſpiring dominations : Thou didſt not 
ſpare thy Father's dreadful thunder that day, nor ſtop 


thy flaming chariot-wheels, that ſhook heaven's ever- 


laſting frame, while thou droveſt over the necks (39 5) 
of warring angels difarrayed. Returning back from 


purſuit, thy powers extolled thee only with loud ac- 


claim, Son of thy Father's might, to execute fierce 


_ vengeance on his foes. - But not fo on man: Father of 


mercy and grace, thou, didſt not doom him, fallen 
through their malice, ſo ſtrictiy, but didſt incline much 


more to pity (400). No ſooner did thy dear and only 
Son perceive thee purpoſed not to doom frail man 15 


„„ „ 
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So eialy, but much more to pity inclin'd, 40 5 
He to appeaſe thy wrath, and end the ſtrife 
Of mercy and juſtice in thy face diſcern'd, 
Regardleſs of the bliſs wherein he fat 8 
Second to thee, offer'd himſelf to die 


For man's offence, O unexampled love, 416 


Love no where to be found leſs than divine! 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of men, thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my ſong 
Henceforth, and never ſhall my harp thy praiſe - 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praiſe disjoin. 415 
Thus they in heav'n, above the ſtarry ſphere, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning ſpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 


ſtrictly, but perceived thee much more inclined to 


pity (405); than he, to appeaſe thy wrath, and end 
the ſtrife of mercy and juſtice diſcerned in thy face, 
regardleſs of the bliſs wherein he ſat ſecond to thee, 
offered himſelf to die for man's offence. O unexampled 


love (41 o), love no where to be found leſs than divine 


love! Hail Son of God, Saviour of men, bence- 


forth thy name ſhall be the copious matter of my ſong, 
and never ſhall my harp forget thy praiſe, nor digjoin 
thy praiſe from thy Father's praiſe (415). Thus they 
in heaven (above the ſtarry ſphere) ſpent their happy 


hours in joy and hymning. Mean while, Satan having 


düäghted, walks upon the firm opacqus globe of this 
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Of this round world, whoſe firſt convex divides 


The luminous inferior orbs, inclos*d 429 
From Chaos, and th* inroad of Darkneſs old, 
Satan alighted walks, A globe far off 

It ſeem'd, now ſeems a boundleſs continent 
Dark, waſte, and wild, under the frown of Night 


Starleſs expos'd, and ęver - threat'ning ſtorms 425; 


Of Chaos bluſtering round, inclement iky 
Save on that fide which from the wall of heaven, 


Though diſtant far, ſome ſmall reflection gains 
Of glimmering air lefs yex*d with tempeſt loud: 
Here walk'd the fiend at large in ſpacious field. 

| a when a vulture on Eau bred, art 4188 


round a whoſe firſt convex divides PR, 1 


inferior orbs, incloſed from Chaos, and the inroad of 


old Darkneſs (420). Far off, it ſeemed a globe, but 


now ſeems a boundleſs continent dark, and waſte and 


wild, an inclement {ky expoſed ſtarleſs under the frown 
of Night, and ever-threatening ſtorms of Chaos blu- 
ſtering round (426); fave on that fide which gains 
ſome ſmall reflexion of glimmering air from the wall 
of heaven, though far diſtant, and which is leſs vexed 


| with loud tempeſt. Here the fiend walked at large in 
a a ſpacious field (430). As a vulture bred on Imaus, | 


Verſe 431. Dnaus is a very high mountain in Afia, be- 
mg the boundary of the unſettled weſtern Tartars. Pli- 


ny ſays, chat, in the language of the inhabitants of that 
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Whoſe ſnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 


Diſlodging from a region ſcarce of prey 

To gorge the fleſh of lambs or yeanling kids, | 
On hills where flocks are fed, flies toward the ſprings 
Of Ganges or Hydaſpes, Indian ſtreams; 436 
But in his way lights on the barren, plains 

Of Sericana, where Chineſes drive 


With fails and wind their cany waggons light : 


So on this windy ſea of land, the fiend 440 


Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey; 


Alone, for other creature in this place, 
Living or lifeleſs, to be found was none ; 
None yet, but ſtore hereafter from the earth 


(whoſe ſnowy ridge bounds the roving Tartar) when : 


diſlodging from a region ſcarce of prey, to gorge the 


fleſh of lambs or yeanling kids, on hills where flocks | 


are fed, flies towards the ſprings of Ganges or Hydaſ- 


pes, both Indian ſtreams (436); but in his way lights 


on the barren plains of Sericana, where Chineſes drive 
their light cany waggons with fails and wind : Juſt ſo 


the fiend walked up and down alone on this windy ſea | 


of land (440), bent on his prey; he was alone, for o- 
ther creature, either living or lifeleſs, there was none 


to be found in this 28 none as yet, but . | 


country, Imaus ſignifies' Snowy; Milton a siven ie 
a "uy: proper epithet. 


* 
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Up ; hither like aëreal vapours flew 445 
Of all things tranſitory and vain, when ſin 
With vanity had filPd the works of men; 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 


Built their fond hopes of glory or laſting fame, 


Or happineſs in this or th* other life 452 
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits | 
Of painful ſuperſtition and blind zeal, 

Nought ſeeking but the praiſe of men, here find 


when fin had filled the works of men with vanity, ſtore 
of all things tranſitory and vain flew up hither from 
the earth like aerial vapours (445); both all vain 


things, and all who built their fond hopes of glory or 
of laſting fame in vain things, or their happineſs in this 
or the other life (450); all who have their reward on 


earth, all the fruits of painful ſuperſtition and blind 
zeal, ſeeking nothing but the praiſe of men, find here 


Verſe 447. In the following deſcription of the Limbo 


of Vanity, or Paradiſe of Fools, there is a Pindaric copi-- 


ouſneſs of invention, deſigned to ridicule many ſuperſtiti- 
where, they ſay, the deceaſed patriarchs reſided till the 
coming of our Saviour; and where the ſouls of infants lie 


mentioned in ſcripture, nor even in the writings of the an- 
tient fathers, it may be juſtly deemed a modern invention. 


ous cuſtoms among the Roman Catholics; and, in parti- | 
cular, their Limbus Patrum, a place on the ſkirts of hell, 


khat die without baptiſm. But as ſuch a place is no where 


* 
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if an empty as their deeds; 8 
All tt? unaccompliſh'd works of . 8 hang... 
Abortive, monſtrous, or unkindly mix*'d, 456 
Diſſolv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final diſſolution, wander here; 
 Notintheneighb'ring moon, as 5 have dream d; 
Thoſe argent fields more likely habitants, - 460 
Tranſlated ſaints, or middle ſpirits, hold 
Betwixt th' angelical and human kind: 
- Hither of ill-join*d ſons and daughters born 
Firſt from the ancient world theſe giants came, 
| With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd: 


Of Sennaar, and ſtill with vain deſign 
a fit Femibion, as empty as their deeds; all the un- 


bortive, monſtrous, or unkindly mixed, or diſſolved on 


diſſolution; not in the neighbouring moon as ſome 
have dreamed; theſe argent fields hold more likely 
habitants (460), perhaps tranſlated ſaints, or middle 
ſpirits betwixt the angelical and human kind: Hither, 
with many a vain exploit, thoſe giants from the anci - 
ent world ſirſt came, who were born of ill joined ſons 
and daughters, though then renowned: Next came the 
builders of Babel on the plain (466) of Sennaar, and 


Verſe 467. Is as it is written in che vulgate « edition 
D q | | 


The builders next of Babel on the plain 466 


accompliſhed works of nature's hand (255) that are a- 


earth, fleet hither; and wander here in vain till final 
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New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build: 
Others came ſingle ; he who to be deem'd 


A god, leap'd fondly into Etna flames, 470 
Empedocles ; and he who, to enjoy 


Plato's Elyſium, leap'd into the ſea, 
| Cleombrotus and many more too long, 


with vain deſign, would {till build 1 Babels, had 
they wherewithal to build: Others came ſingle, he, 
who to be deemed a god, fondly leaped into Etna 
flames (470), viz. Empedocles; and he who, to enjoy 
Plato's Elyſium, leaped into the ſea, viz. Cleombrotus; 
and many more too long to mention ; embryo's came, 


of the Latin Bible, is a large plain in Babylonia ; but, in 
our Engliſh verſion, it is a plain in the land of Shinar. 
Verſe 471. Empedocles was a philoſopher and poet of A- 
grigentum in the iſland of Sicily, who wrote of the nature 
of things in Greek, as Lucretius did in Latin. He was a 
Pythagorean. The manner of his death is differently re- 
ported, but the common fame was, that he, deſiring to 
be thought a god, threw himſelf into mount tna, that 
his body being no where to be found, he might be ſo ac- 
counted : But his iron ſandals being thrown out by the 
force of the flame, fruſtrated his I -- He 198 
riſhed near 500 years before Chriſt. 
Verſe 473. Cleombrotus is ſaid to have been but a young 


man, who, having read Plato's book concerning the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, threw himſelf into the ſea, that he 
might enjoy the Elyſium there deſcribed. | 
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2 5 and idiots; eremits and friars 
White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 
Here pilgrims roam, that ſtray'd ſo far to ſeek 476 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heaven Te 
And they who to be ſure of Paradiſe, 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciſcan think to paſs diſguis'd; 480 
They paſs the planets ſeven, and paſs the fix'd, 
And that cryſtalline ſphere whoſe balance weighs 
The trepidation talk'd, and that firſt moy*d : 

And now St Peter at heav'n's wicket ſeems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 
Of beav*n's aſcent they lift their feet, when lo 

A violent croſs wind from einen COME. 


and idiots, and ermites, and white, black, and gray fri- 
ars, with all their trumpery (47 5). Here pilgrims roam, 
that ſtrayed ſo far to ſeek him dead in Golgotha, who 
lives in heaven; and they who, to be ſure of Paradiſe, 
put on the weeds of Dominic when dying, or ey 
who think to paſs diſguiſed in Franciſcan weeds (480); 
They paſs the ſeven planets, and they paſs the fixed 

ſtars, and that cryſtalline ſphere whoſe balance weighs 


the trepidation talked of, and the ſphere that moved 


firſt. And now Saint Peter ſeems to. wait them with 
his keys at heaven's wicket, and now they lift their 
feet at the foot of heaven's aſcent (485), when 10 

violent croſs wind from either coaſt blows them ranks 
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| Blows them tranſverſe, ten thouſand leagues awry 
Into the devious air: Then might ye ſee 
| Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, toſt 
And flutter'd into rags; then reliques, beads, 491 | 
Indulgences, diſpenſes, pardons, bulls, 
The ſport of winds ; All theſe upwhirPd aloft 
Fly o'er the back fide of the world far off ; 
Into a limbo large and broad, ſince call'd 495 
The Paradiſe of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod, » 
All this dark globe the fiend found as he pals'd, 
And long he wander'd, till at laſt a gleam . 
Of dawning light turn'd thitherward in haſte 5 do 
His travelPd ſteps: Far diſtant he deſcries 
Aſcending by degrees magnificent 7 


verſe, ten thouſand leagues awry into the devious air: 
Then might ye ſee cowls, hoods, and habits, with their 
wearers, toſt (490), and fluttered into rags; then might 
ye ſee reliques, beads, indulgences, diſpenſes, pardons, 
- and bulls, the ſport of winds: All theſe upwhirled 
aloft fly over the back-fide of the world, far off in- 
to a limbo large and broad, ſince called the Paradiſe of 
Fools (495), it was unknown to few long after, but is 
now unpeopled and untrod. The fiend found all this 
dark globe as he paſſed; and he wandered long, till at laſt 
2 gleam of dawning light turned his travelled ſteps thi- 
therward in haſte (500): He deſcries a high ſtructure 
far diſtant, aſcending by magnificent degrees up to the 
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Up to the nl of heay? n, a uu br high; 
At top whereof, but far more rich, appeared 
The work as of a kingly palace - gate, 50 35 
With frontiſpiece of diamond and godd 
Embelliſh'd; thick with ſparkling orient gems 
The portal ſhone, inimitable on earth 
By model, or by ſhading pencil drawn. 
The ſtairs were ſuch as whereon Jacob ſaw 510 
Angels aſcending and deſcending, bands L 
Of guardians bright, when he from Eſau fled 
10 e in the ficld of Luz 


wall of heaven; at the top whereof RE = the work 
as of a kingly palace- -gate, but far more rich (505), be- 
ing embelliſhed with frontiſpiece of diamond and gold; 
the portal ſhone, ſet thick with ſparkling orient gems, . 
inimitable by any model on earth, or to be drawn by 
ſhading pencil. The ftairs were ſuch as thoſe whereon 
Jacob ſaw (510) angels aſcending and deſcending,” 
bright bands of guardians, when he fled from Efau to 
Padan-Aram, dreaming by night in the field of Luz 


7 Nerſe 513. Padan-aram, afterwards called Meſopota- 

mia, is a large plain country in the middle of Aſia, be- 
tween two rivers, viz. Tygris on the eaſt, and Euphrates 
on the weſt. Luz was the ancient name of Bethel, as Ja- 
cob called it, when he . was going on his journey to Pa- 
dan-Aram, Gen. xxviii. Bethel ſtood in the cunfines of the 
two tribes of Ephraimand Benjamin, e 12 miles . 
from J eruſalem. | — | 
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| 8 by night under the open ſky, 
And waking cry*d, This is the gate of heav'n. 515 
Each ſtair myſteriouſly was meant, nor ſtood | 
There always, but drawn up to heav'n ſometimes 
Viewleſs ; and underneath a bright ſea flow? d 
Of jaſper, or of liquid pearl, whereon | 
Who after came from earth, failing arriv'd 520 
Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery ſteeds. 
The ſtairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The fiend by eaſy aſcent, or aggravate 
His fad excluſion from the doors of bliſs : 523 
Direct againſt which open'd from beneath, _ 
Juſt ofer the bliſsful ſeat of Paradiſe, 

A paſſage down £0 * carth, a paſſage wide, 


under the open ſky, 5 waking cried, This is the gate 
'of heaven (515). Each ſtair was myſteriouſly meant, 
nor ſtood it there always, but being ſometimes drawn 

up to heaven was viewleſs ; and a bright ſea of jaſper 
or of liquid pearl flowed underneath, whereon thoſe 
who afterwards came from earth arrived failing, being 
wafted by angels (520), or flew over the lake wrapt in 
a chariot drawn by fiery ſteeds. The ſtairs were then 
let down, whether it was to dare the fiend by eaſy a- 
ſcent, or to aggravate his ſad excluſion from the doors 
of bliſs (525) : Direct againſt which ſtairs, there open - 
ed from beneath (juſt over the bliſsful ſeat of Paradiſe) 
a paſſage down to the earth, a wide paſſage, and wider | 
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Wider by far than that of after-times 
Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, 


Over the promis'd land to God fo dear; 531 
By which, to viſit oft thoſe happy tribes, i 


On high beheſts his angels to and fro | 
Paſs*d frequent, and his eye with choice regard 


From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 535 


* 


To Beerſaba, whgge the holy land 


Borders on Egy Hand th* Arabian ſhore j 


So wide the opening ſeem'd, where bounds were ſet 
To darkneſs, ſuch as bound the ocean-wave. 


by far than that of after times over mount Sion, and o- 


ver the holy land ſo dear to God (530), tho' that was 
large; by which paſſage, his angels frequently paſſed 


to and fro on high beheſts, to viſit oft thoſe happy 


tribes, and his eye, with choice regard, viſited them 
from Paneas, which is the fount of Jordan's flood (53 5), 
to Beërſaba, where the holy land borders on Egypt and 


the Arabian ſhore: So wide the opening ſeemed, where 
bounds were ſet to darkneſs, juſt ſuch as bound the o- 


Verſe 535- Paneas is the ſource or ſpring from which 
the river Jordan has its riſe; it is ſituated in the north 
part of Paleſtine, beyond the city Dan, otherways called 


5 Laiſh and Leſhem, Joſhua. xix. 27. Beer - ſaba, more pro- 


perly Beerſheba, was a city near the brook Bezor, not 
far from Gaza; ſo that the proverb, from Dan to Beer- 


ſheba, denotes the extent of the whole country. 


— 
6 


* 


1 
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| Satan from 3 now on the lower fiir; 549 
| That ſcaPd by ſteps of gold to heaven-gate, 
Looks down with wonder at the ſudden 1 view 


Of all this world at.once, As when a ſcout 


Through dark and deſert ways with peril gone 


All night, at laſt by break of chearful dawn "545. 


Obtains the hrow of ſome high-elimbing hill, 
Which to his eye diſcovers unaws 
The goodly proſpect of ſome ff ien N 
Firſt ſeen, or ſome renown'd metropolis 


With gliſt'ring ſpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 5 50 
Which now the riſing ſun gilds with his beams: 


Such wonder ſeiz d, though after heaven ſeen, 
The fp'rit malign, but much more envy ſeiz'd, 
At ſight of all this world beheld ſo fair. 


> 


185 2 wk: Satan being now on the lower ſtair (540) | 


| that ſcaled by ſteps of gold to heaven · gate, looks down 
from hence with wonder at the fudden view of all this 
world at once. As when a ſcout has gone all night 
with peril through dark and deſert ways, at- lait by 
break of chearful dawn (355) obtains the brow of ſome 


high - climbing hill, which unaware diſcovers to his eye 
the goodly proſpect of ſome foreign land firſt ſeen, or 
fome renowned metropolisadorned with glittering ſpires 


and pinnacles (550), which now the riſing ſun gilds 
with his beams : Such wonder ſeized the ſpirit malign, 
though after he had ſeen heaven; but much more envy 
ſeized him at * of all this world he bebeld io fair. 


5 a» ©, = = 
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Round he ſurveys (and well might, where he ſtood 
So high above the circling eanopy 556 
Of night's extended ſhade) from eaſtern point 


of Libra to the fleccy ftar that bears 


Andromeda far off Atlantic ſeas 

Beyond th” horizon; then from pole to pole $66 
He views in breadth; and without longer pauſe 
Down right into the world's firſt region throws 


- His flight precipitant, and winds with caſe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way, 
Amongſt innumerable ſtars, that ſhone 565 


Stars diſtant, but nigh hand ſeem'd other worlds; | 


Round he furveys it (and well he might, where he ſtood 
ſo high above the circling canopy (556) of night's ex- 


tended ſhade) from the eaſtern point of Libra, to the 
fleecy ſtar that bears Andromeda far off Atlantic ſeas 


beyond the horizon; then he views it in breadth 
kom pole to pole (560) ; and; without longer pauſe, he 
throws his precipitant flight right down into the world's 
firſt region, and winds his oblique way with eaſe thro? 


the pure a air, NY innumerable ſtars, _— | 


"Pet WS Le i. one of ths. I2 b of the zodiac, | 
into which the ſun enters the 22d of September, when we 

have equal day and night; and oppoſite to it is Aries or , 
the Ram, which Milton calls the fleecy ſtar, that bears - 
Andromeda, a conſtellation conſiſting, : as it is ſaid, of 27 
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Or other worlds they 2 or happy iſles, 
Like thoſe Heſperian gardens fam'd of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales; 
Thrice happy iſles; but who dwelt happy there ; 
He ſtaid not to enquire: Above them all 571 
The golden ſun, in ſplendor likeſt heaven, 
Allur'd his eye; thither his courſe he bends 
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down, 
By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell, 575 


Or longitude) where the great . 
Aloof the vulgar cqnilcllations thick, 


| ſhone (565) like ſtars When diſtant, but wha nigh 
hand, they ſeemed to be other worlds; or (either) they 
ſeemed other worlds, or happy iſles, wherein were for- 
tunate fields, and groves, and flowery vales, like thoſe 
| Heſperian | gardens famed of old; thrice happy iſles, 
but he ſtaid not to enquire who dwelt happy there 
(570). The golden ſun allured his eye above them all, 
being likeſt heaven in ſplendor ; he bends his courſe 
3 thither through the calm firmament (but it is hard to 
'Y tell (575) whether he bent his courſe up or down, by 
* centre, or eccentric motion, or by longitude) where the 
great luminary diſpenſes his light from far, and aloof 
from the "__ conſtellations that are thick Tet, and 


Verſe 568. The Heſperian gardens or orchards, aid to 
"he in Mauritania on the coaſt of Africa, and bearing gol- 
den fruit, kept by a watchful dragon, which Hercules ſlew, 

and obtained the prize , are entirely fabulous. 
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That Ke! his lordly eye keep diſtance Ge 


Diſpenſes light from far; they as they move 
Their ſtarry dance in numbers that compute 580 
Days, e, and years, tow Pards his all-cheating 5 


* 2 3 an i 


lamp 


Turn ſwift theit various motions, c or are ard 


By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The univerſe, and to each inward part 


With gentle penetration, though ego | 58 5 
Shoots inviſible virtue ev'n to the dee; 


So wondrouſly was ſet his ſtation bright. 


There lands the Fiend, a ſpot like which Fenn 
Aſtronomer in the ſun's lucent orb | | 
Through his glaz'd optic tube yet never ſaw. 590 
Tue place he found beyond expreſſion bright, 5 
Compar'd with aught « on carth, metal or r ſtone 3 1 


"that keep due diſtance from his 1ordly eye; : a as 
they 1 move their ſtarry dance that compute in aumbers 5 


1580) days, months, and years, turn ſwift their various 
motions towards his all-chearing lamp, or are turned 
by his! magnetic beam that gently warms the univerſe, 


and with gentle penetration, though unſeen, ſhoots in- 
viſible © virtue to each inward part, even to the deep 


(586); ſo wondrouſly was his bright ſtation ſet. 
There the Fiend lands, a ſpot like which, perhaps, an 
aſtronomer never 42 "EE, the ſun s lucent orb thro? 


his glazed optic tube ( 590). He found the place bri, ght 
beyond expreſſion, when compared with aught on earth, 
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Not all parts like, but all alike inform'd_ | 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with "VE 
If metal, part ſeem'd gold, part filver clear; 59 5 
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If ſtone, carbuncle moſt or chryſolite, 
Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that ſhone _ 
In Aaron's breaſtplate, and a ſtone beſides 
Imagin'd rather oft than elſewhere ſeen, 


That ſtone, or like to that which here n 60 


Philoſophers in vain ſo long have ſought, Wi 
In vain, though by their pow'rful art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound -. 


whether with metal or precious tone; he found not all 
parts like to one another; but all parts alike informed 
with radiant light, as glowing iron is with fire: If any 
part was metal, part of it ſeemed gold, and part clear 
ſilver (595); if part was ſtone, it ſeemed moſt car- 
buncle, or chryſolite, or ruby,. or topaz, and all the 
reſt reckoning to the twelve precious ſtones that ſhone 


in Aafon's breaftplate, and a ſtone beſides, which is 
often rather imagined than ſeen elſewhere, that ſtone, 


or one like to that, which philoſophers here below (600) 


have ſought ſo long in vain, I fay in vain, though, by 


their 1 1 art, they bind volatile e and call 


"Vl 3 Hamer is the Glock name. for Maren 
which the chemiſts call quickſilver; 2 very ponderous 


fluid AT and hard to be fixed. Proteus, a fabulous 


45 marine deity, the ſon of Neptuge and Phocnice, or Ocea · | 
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In various ſhapes id Proteus from the ſea, 


Drain'd through a limbec to his native form. 605 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 


TY arch-chemic ſun, fo far from us remote, 
Produces, with terreſtrial humour mix d, 


Here in the dark ſo many precious things | 
Of colour glorious, and effect fo rare * 


up unbound'old Proteus in various ſhapes from the ſea, 
drained through a limbec to his native form (605). 
| | What wonder then, if fields and regions here breathe 


forth pure elixir, and rivers run with potable gold; 


when. with one virtuous touch the arch-chemic ſun, 
though ſo far remote from us, produces, mixed with 


terreſtrial humour (610), o many precious things here 


in the dark, of glorious colour, and of ſo rare effect 


— 


aus and Tethys; who foretold future events, and was ca- 


pable of transforming himſelf into any ſhape: On Which 
account he is alſo put for Mercury by che chemiſts, by 
reaſon of che numerous forms and colours that mercury 
paſſes through i in their preparations. Hence Milton takes 
occaſion to confider- the ſun as the wonderful producer 


of the richeſt metals and minerals i in the deep and dark re- 


ceſſes of our earth, though at an immenſe diſtance. E- 


lixir is an Arabic word, ſignifying Strength; ſeveral com- 


pound * are called by this name. 


Q 
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Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands 5 
For fight no obſtacle found here, nor ſhade, 6 I 5 
But all ſun-fhine, as: when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th? equator, as they now | 
Shot upward ſtill dire&, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can tall; and th' air, 
No where ſo clear, ſharpen'd his viſual ray 620 
To objects diſtant far, whereby he ſoon 
Saw within ken a glorious angel ſtand, 
The ſame whom John ſaw alſo in the ſun : ; 


His back was turn' d, but not his brightneſs hid; 
Of beaming ſunny rays a golden tiar 639 
 Circled his head, nor leſs his locks behind 


Here the Devil met new matter to gaze at, undazzled 

himſelf ; his eye commands a proſpect far and wide ; 
for ſight found here no obſtacle nor ſhade (61 5), but 
all ſun-ſhine, like as when his beams at noon culmi- 
nate from the equator, a8 they now ſhot upward ſtill 
direct, whence a ſhadow can fall no way round from 
an opaque body ; and the air being no where ſo clear, 
ſharpened his viſual ray (620) to objects far diſtant, 
whereby he ſoon ſaw within ken a glorious angel ſtand, 
the ſame whom John alſo ſaw in the ſun. His back 
was turned, but his brightneſs was not hid ; a golden 
_ tiar of beaming ſunny rays (62 5) circled-his head, nor 
was his illuſtrious locks behind leſs . chat lay 


t 
4 


0 


*. 
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| Muſtrious on his ſhoulders fledge with wings 


Lay waving round ; on ſome great charge em- 
pl oy d | 


| He ſeem'd, or fix*d in cogitation deep. 


Glad was the ſp'rit impure, as now in hope 630 


Jo find who might direct his wand'ring Ae 


To Paradiſe, the happy ſeat of man, 


His journey's end, and our beginning woe. 
But firſt he caſts to change his proper ſhape, 


Which elſe might work him danger or delay: 625 


And now a ſtripling Cherub he appears, 
Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
_ Youth ſmil'd celeſtial, and to every limb 


| Suitable grace diffus'd, fo well he feign'd: 


/ 


VDncder a coronet his s flowing hair ... 640 


» 


| waving round on his ſhoulders fledged with wings; he 
| ſeemed to be employed on ſome great charge, or to be 


fixed in deep cogitation. Glad was the impure ſpirit 
to ſee him, as being now in hopes (630) to find one 
who might direct his wandering flight to Paradiſe, the 


. happy ſeat of man, and his journey's end, and the be- 


ginning of our woe. But firſt he caſts how to change 
his proper ſhape, which elſe might work him danger 
or delay (635): And now he appears a ſtripling Che- 
rub, not of the prime order, yet ſuch as celeſtial youth - 


| Tmiled in his face, 5nd diffuſed ſuitable grace to every 


limb, fo well he feigned ; Under a coronet, his flow- | 


4 


In cutts on either cheek play'd; wings bewors 
Of many 2 cofour'd plume, ſprinkled with gold; 
His habit fit for ſpeed ſuccinct, and ca = 


ing hair 2 in dub es e) Wrh 6595 ne 
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Before his decent fteps a ſſfyer wand. 
He drew not nigh unheard ; the angel bright, 645 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant viſage turn'd, 


Admoniſh*d by his car, and ſtrait was known | 
Th? archangel Uriel, one of the feven 
5 Who't in San een nearcft to o his throne, 


wore wings of many a coloured plume, ſprinkled with 


gold; and his ſuecin&t habit was fit for ſpeed; and he 


held before his decent ſteps a ſilver wand. He drew 
not nigh unheard ; the bright angel (645), admoniſhed 
by his ear, turned his radiant vifage ere he drew nigh, 
and ſtrait he was known to be Uriel the archangel, and 
one of che ne, in God's preſence, and neareſt 


. =y ut - 


Verſe 648. There i is no name e of any 3 mentioned 


in the ſeripture before the Jews were carried captive into 


Babylon. Daniel ſpeaks of Gabriel and Michael; and 


Tobit mentions Raphael; and, in the fourth apocryphal : 


book of Eſdras, we meet with Uriel and Jeremiel. Tt 
looks therefore as if the Jews had learned thoſe appella- 


5 tions among the Chaldeans, during the time of their cap- 


tivity. And yet it may be queſtioned how the Chaldeans 


ſhould come to the knowledge of the proper names of 
the holy angels, rather than the patriarchs and projets, to 


whom theſe divine meſſeny ders frequently _— Ah 


W-..\ 


Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 6 we 
That run through all the n or down to the | 

| earth . | 
Bear his Gift errand voher moiſt 50 dep; 
Ober ſea and land: him Satan thus accoſts. 
Priel, for thou of thoſe ſeven ſp' rits that ſtand 

In ſight of God's high throne; gloriouſly bright, 

The firſt art wont his great authentic will 656 
Interpreter through higheſt heav'n to bring, 
Where all his ſons thy embaſſy attend; 

And here art likefieſt by ſupreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 66 
To viſit oft this new creation round; CODY 
Unſpeakable defire to fee, and know 
All theſe his wond'rous works, but chiefly man, 


i His throne, ſtand ready at command, and who are 
lis eyes (650) that run through all the heavens, or bear 
kis fwift errands down to the earth, over moiſt and dry, 
over ſea and land: Satan accoſts him thus. Uriel, for 
thou art the firſt interpreter of thoſe ſeven ſpirits that 
ſid in fight of God's high throne, glorioully bright, 
and who art wont to bring his great authentic will 


through higheſt heaven, where all his ſons thy embaſſy - 


Atend ; and, by ſupremè decree, thou art likelieſt to 
obtain like honour here: and, as his eye (660), to vi- 
fit oft this new creation round ; an unſpeakable deſire 
to fee aud know” all theſe hid wonderous works,' but 

EE Z | 


— 
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His chief aclight. and 3 him for whom 

All theſe his works fo wond”rous he ordain'd, 66 5 
Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wand'ring. Brighteſt Seraph, tell 
In which of all theſe ſhining orbs hath man 
His fixed ſeat, or fixed ſeat hath none, 1 
But all theſe ſhining orbs his choice to dwell; 670 
That I may find him, and with Wert ge 
Or open admiration him behold, e 
On whom the great Creator hath beſtow'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all theſe graces 3 | 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 675 
The univerſal Maker we may praiſm 
Wo juſtly bath driv'n out his rebel · bes 

To _ Hell, and, to 0 that loſs, 


chiefly man, his chief delight and 8 to lee him 
for whom he ordained all theſe his works ſo wonderous 
(665), hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
wandering thus alone. Brighteſt Seraph, tell me in 
whichof all theſe mining orbs hath man his fixed ſeat, or 
if he hath no fixed ſeat, but hath all theſe ſhining orbs 
in his choice to dwell in (670); that I may find him, 
and behold him with ſecret gaze or open admiration, 
on whom the great Creator hath beſtow'd worlds, and 
on whom he hath poured all theſe graces ; that we may 
praiſe the-univerſal Maker both in him and in all things, 
as it is meet (675); who hath. juſtly driven out his 


|  Tebel-foes to deepeſt hell, and, to repair that loſs, hath 


Created this new happy race of men 
To ſerve him better : Wiſe are all his ways. 6 bo 
80 ſpake the falſe diſſembler unperceiv 1 9 
For neither man nor angel ean diſcern 
Hypocriſy, the only evil that walks 
- Inviſible, except to God alone, © 
By his permiſhve will, through heav'1 n and earth: 


And oft though wiſdom weak , ſuſpicion ray 68: 5 | 


At wiſdom's gate, and to ſimplicity 


Reſigns her charge, while goodneſs thinks no in 


| Where no ill ſeems: Which now for once beguiPd 
Vriel, though regent of the ſun, and held 690 
The ſharpeſt-fighted ſp*rit of all in heaven; 
Who to the fraudulent impoſtor foul, 

In his uprightneſs anſwer thus return'd. a 


\ 


| 880 50 this new Key race of men to ſerve him better: : 
Wiſe are all his ways (680). 80 ſpake the falſe diſem- 


bler unperceived; for neither man nor angel can diſ- 
cern hypocriſy, the only evil that walks through heaven 


and earth inviſible; except to God alone, and by his 
permiſſive will (68 5): And oft, though wiſdom weak, 
yet ſuſpicion ſleeps at wiſdom's gate, and reſigns her 


charge to ſimplicity, while goodneſs thinks no ill where. 


no ill ſeems; which now for once beguiled Uriel, tho? 


regentof the ſun, aid held to be (o) the ſharpeſt-ſighted 


ſpirit of all thoſe in heaven; who, in his uprightneſs, 
rated an -anſwer to the foul and fraudulent Ampoſtor 


* 
b] 
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Fair angel, thy deſire, which . to i 


The works of God, thereby to glorify 695 


The great Work-maſter, leads to no exceſs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praiſe 


The more it ſeems exceſs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manſion thus alone 2 1 


To witneſs with thine eyes what ſome perhaps, 70g 
Contented with report, hear only in heav'n: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleaſant to know, and Mrthieſt to be all 
Had in remembrance always with Wiens 
But what created mind can comprehend 

Their number, or the wiſdom infinite 


That brought them forth, but hid their 2 deep? 


I ſaw when at his word the n maſs, 


thus. Fair angel, thy deſire, which . to know the 


works of God, and thereby to glorify (695) the great 
Work- maſter, leads to no exceſs. that reaches blame, 


but rather merits praiſe, the more that it ſeems exceſs 


that led thee hither from thy empyreal manſion, thus a- 


lone, to witneſs with thine eyes, what ſome perhaps (700), 


being contented with report, hear only in heaven: For 


wonderful indeed are all his works, they are pleaſant 
to know, and worthieſt to be all had in remembrance 
always with delight; but what created mind can com- 


prehend their number (705), or the wiſdom infinite 
that brought them forth, but hid their deep cauſes? I 
ſaw hen at bis word the formleſs maſs, this world's 


Chao 9 > 22% es wand 


by 
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This world" $ material mold, came to a heaps 

Confuſion heard his voice, and wild uproar 719 | 
Stood rul'd, ſtood vaſt infinityde_confin'd ;. | 

Till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 

Light ſhone, and order from diſorder {prung 2 - 

Swift to their ſeveral quarters haſted then 

The cumbrous elements, carth, flood, air, fire; 
And this ethereal quinteſſence of heaven 716 

Flew upward, ſpirited with various forms, 

That roll'd orbicular, and turn d to ſtars 
Numberleſs, as thou ſeeſt, and how they move 3 

Lach had his place appointed, each his courſe; . 0 
he reſt in circuit walls this univerſe, 
| Look downward on that globe, whoſe hither; 
With light from hence, tho' hin alete, ſhines * 


material 1 mold came to a heap: Confuſion heard his 
voice, and vile uproar { ſtood ruled, and vaſt inſinitude 
ſigod confined (711) 3 till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs 
ded, and light ſhone, and order ſprung. from diſorder : 
Then the cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 2 
ſwift haſted to their ſeveral quarters (71 s); and this 


ethereal quinteſſence of heaven few upward, ſpirited che 
EY with various forms, that rolled orbicular, and turned 

e to numberleſs ſtars as thou ſeeſt, and ſeeſt alſo bow 
they moye.z each had his place, and each his courſe | 
e appointed, the reſt in circuit walls this univerſe (721). 

I Look downward on that globe, whoſe hither fide ſhines 

6 with light ow hence, though but reflected; chat place 
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That ada is catch, the ſeat of man; that light 
His day, which elſe, as th* other hemiſphere, 7 25 


Night. would invade : But there the eee | 


moon??? 416, Wk | 
(So call that eat fair 10095 . 4455 
_ Timely interpoſes, and her monthly 01 


Still ending, {till renewing, through mid heav'n, 


With borrowed light her countenance triform 7 30 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten” th' earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That ſpot to which I point is Paradiſe, ' 
Adam's abode, thoſe lofty ſhades his bower : 8 


Thy way thou canſt not not miſs, me mine requires. 
| Thusfaid, heturn'd; and Satan bowing low, 7 26 
As to ſuperior ſp'rits is wont in n heaven, e 


is earth, the ſeat 1 man; that light 3 is his day, which 


= elſe, night would invade, as it does the other hemi- 
ſphere (725), but there the neighbouring moon (lo we 


call that oppoſite fair ſar) timely interpoſes her aid, 


and ſtill ending and ſtill renewing her monthly round 


through mid heaven, ſhe hence fills and empties with 
borrowed light her triform countenance (730) to en- 
lighten the earth, and in her pale dominion checks the 


night. That ſpot to which I point is Paradiſe, Adam's 


- abode, thoſe lofty ſhades are his bower z thy way thou 
canſt not mils, mine (i. e. my way) requires me (73 5). 


Thus ſaid, he turned; and Satan bowing low, as is 


| wont to be done to n 9 in nn where 


5 ==, e e ws - 
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Where honour due and reverence none neglects, 


Took leave, and tow'ard the coaſt of earth beneath, 


Down from th? ecliptic, ſped with hop'd ſucceſs, | 
Throws his ſteep flight in many an airy wheel; 741 
Nor ſtaid, till on N iphates top he lights. 


N 


none neglects due honour and reverence, he took leave, 
and ſped down from the ecliptic toward the coaſt of 
earth beneath, with hoped ſucceſs, and throws his ſteep 


flight in many an airy wheel; nor ſtaid, till he whe | 
on the top of PRs, 


4 14 > 


\ Verſe 742. Niphates is a high part of. moat | Tautus, 
between Armenia the Greater and Meſopotamia; in which 
country commentators, for the moſt park, Pe the ter- 


reſtial Paradiſe. 


The Exp of the Tuirp Book. 
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gb 268 8 5 Ede; ad "m the place 
where he muſt now attempt the bold enterprize 
which he undertook: alone againſt God and man, 
falls into. many doubts with himſelf, and many paſ- 
© Hons, fear, envy, and deſpair but at length. con. 
| firms himfelFin in evil, journeys on to Paradife, whoſe 
| outward proſpect and fituation is deferibed ; over- 
| Traps the bounds; fits in the ſhape of a cormorant 
on the tree of life, as higheſt in the garden, to look 
about him. The garden deſcribed; Satan's firſt 
Abt of Adam and Eve; his wonder at their excel- 
lent form and kappy ſtate; büt with reſolution to 
wWofk cheir fall; overheats their diſcourſe, thence ga⸗ 
thers that the tree of knowledge was RR them” 
to eat of, under penalty of death ; and thereon in- 
tends to found his'temptation, by ſeducing them to 


oh tranſgreſs: Then leaves them a while, to know fur 


ther of their ſtate by ſome other means. Mean 


. _ while Uriel deſcending « oh a ſun- beam, warns Ga- 


briel, who had in charge the gate of Paradiſe, that 
- ſome evil ſpirit had eſcaped the deep, and paſs'd at 
ncon by his ſphere in the ſhape of a good angel down 
to Paradiſe, diſcovered after by his furious geſtures 
in the mount. Gabriel promiſes to find him ere 
morning. Night coming on, Adam and Eve diſ- 
courſe of going to their reſt: Their bower deſcribed; 
their evening WOE. Gabriel drawing forth his 


* 


4 


Tux ARGUMENT of Boox IV. 233 


bands of night-watch to walk the round of Paradiſe, 


_ appoints two ſtrong angels to Adam's bower, left 


the evil ſpirit ſhould be there doing ſome harm to 
Adam or Eve ſleeping; there they find him at the 
ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring him, 
though unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom queſtioned, 
he ſcornfully anſwers ; prepares reſiſtance, but hin- 
dered by a ſign from heaven; flies out of Paradiſe. 


1 
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For that warning voice, which he who ſaw 

: Th* Apocalyps heard cry in heav'n aloud, 
Then when the Dragon, put to ſecond rout, 
Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 
Woe to th* inhabitants on earth ] that now 5 
While time was, our firſt parents had been warn'd 
The coming of their ſecret foe, and ſcap'd, 

Haply ſo ſcap'd his mortal ſnare: For now 
Satan, now firſt inflam'd with rage, came down, 
The tempter, ere th? accuſer of mankind, 10 
To wreak on innocent frail man his loſs 


/ 


O for that warning voice, which he who ſaw the A- 
pocalyps heard cry aloud in heaven, Moe to the inhabi- 
tants on earth ! then {at that time) when the dragon, 

being put to ſecond rout, came furious down to be re- 
venged on men, that now (5), while time yet was, our 
firſt parents had been warned of the coming of their 
ſecret foe, and eſcaped, haply they had ſo eſcaped his 
mortal ſnare: For now Satan came down, being now 
firſt inflamed with rage, to be the tempter ere he was 
the accuſer of mankind (10), and to wreck on innocent 
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Of that firſt battle, and his fight to hell- 


Yet not rejoicing in his ſpeed, though bold, 
Far off and fearleſs, nor with cauſe to boaſt 
Begins his dire attempt; which nigh the birth 1 5 
Now rolling boils in his tumultuous breaſt, 


And like a deviliſh engine back recoils 


Upon himſelf ; horror and doubt diſtract _ 
His troubled thoughts, and from'the ne ſtir 


The hell within him; for within him hell 20 


He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 


One ſtep, no more than from himſelf, can flix 


By change of place: Now conſcience wakes deſpair, 
That ſlumber' d; wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what muſt be 25 


frail man his loſs of that firſt battle, and his flight to 


ell: Yet not rejoicing in his ſpeed; though bold and | 
fearleſs, he begins his dire attempt far off, nor with 
cauſe for him to boaſt, which attempt being now nigh 


the birth (15), boils rolling in his tumultuous breaſt, 
and, like a deviliſh engine, recoils back upon himſelf; 


horror and doubt diſtract his troubled thoughts, and ' 
| tir the hell within him from the bottom; for he brings 5 
hell within him (20), and round about him, nor Tan 


he fly one ſtep from hell by change of place, no more 
than he can fly from himſelf: Now conſcience wakes 
his deſpair that flumbered ; it wakes the bitter memo- 


Ty of what he was, what he now is, and of what muſt 
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Worſe; of worſe deeds worſe ſufferings muſt enſue. 


Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleaſant, his griev'd look he fixes ſad ; 


Sonietimes tow*ards hav n, and the full-blain 


ſun, 
Which now fat high in his Wetken tower: * 30 
Then much revolving, thus in ſighs began. 
O thou that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd 
Lookſt from thy ſole dominion like the God 
Of this new world; at whoſe fight all the ſtars 


ide their diminiſh'd heads; to thee call, 35 


be (25) wokſe; for of works deeds weeks ſufferings muſt 


enſue. He ſometimes fixes his ſad and grieved look 
towards Eden, which now lay pleaſant in his view, 
and ſometimes towards heaven, and the full-blazing 


ſun, which now fat high in his meridian tower (30): 
Then revolving much in his mind, in ſighs he began 
thus. O thou, that (with ſurpaſſing glory crowned) 


lookeſt from thy ſole dominion like the God of this new 
world; at whoſe ſight all the ſtars hide their diminiſhed 


heads 31 call to thee (35), but with no friendly VOICE, 


| Verſe 32. The mixture of pride, envy, eontetmpt, and 
reſentment, in the ſpeech which Milton puts into the 
mouth of Satan; is as beautifal as it is a lively picture of 


a moſt diabolical temper. The repetition of the pronoun 


thy will appear vaſtly emphatical to an attentive reader. 


o . — 8 
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But with no friendly. voice, and add thy riarite "& Th 
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 


I fell, how glorious once above thy ſphere ; 
Till pride and worſe ambition threw me down 40 


Warring in heav*n againſt heav*n's matchleſs King. 
Ah wherefore! he deſerv'd no ſuch return 


and 1 add thy name, O Sun, to tell thee how I hate Df 


eaſieſt recompence, and to pay him thanks, how due! 


malice ; being lifted up ſo high, I diſdained ſubjection, 


That bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 


From me, whom he created what I was, 

In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his ſervice hard. 45 = 
What could be leſs than to afford him praiſe, 1 


The eaſieſt recompenſe, and pay him thanks, | 1 


How due! vet all his good prov'd ill in me, 
And wrought but hen; lifted up fo 8 


thy beams, that bring to my remembrance from what 
ſtate 1 fell, and how glorious I was once above thy 
ſphere ; till pride, and ambition, which is worſe, threw 
me down (40), by warring in heaven againſt heaven's 
matchleſs. King. Ah wherefore did I ſo! he deſerved 
no-ſuch return from me, whom he created what I was, 
and in that bright eminence, and upbraided none with 
his good; nor was his ſervice hard (45). What could 
be leſs done than to afford him praiſe, which is the 


Yet all his good proved ill in me, and wrought but 
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I fdeind ſubjection, and thought one ſtep higher 56 
Would ſet me higb'ſt, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenſe of endleſs gratitude, 
So burdenſome ſtill paying, {till to owe, 
Forgetful what from him I till receiv'd; 
And underſtood not that a grateful mind 5 
By owing owes not, but {till pays, at once 
Indebted and diſcharg'd; what burden then! ? 
O had his powerful deſtiny ordain'd 0 
Me ſome inferior angel, I had ſtood 
Then happy; no unbounded hope had rais'd 65 
Ambition. Yet why not? Some other power 
As great might have aſpir'd, and me, tho' mean, 
Drawn to his part; but other pow'rs as great 
and thought one ſtep higher (50) would ſet me higheſt, 
and that I ſhould quit in a moment the immenſe debt 
of endleſs gratitude, ſo burdenſome I thought it was to 
be ſtill paying, yet {till to owe, being forgetful of what 
I ftill received of him; and I underſtood not that a 
grateful mind (55) owes not by owing, bur {till pays, 
at once indebted, and at once diſcharged ; What bur- 
den then? O had his powerful deſtiny ordained me 
ſome inferior angel, I had ſtood then happy; no un- 
| bounded hope had then raiſed ambition (60). Yet why 
might it not? Some other power as great might have 
aſpired, and drawn me, though mean, to his part': But 
other powers as great as I fell not, but till ſtand un- 
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Fell not, bur ſtand unſhaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 6 5 

Hadſt thou the ſame free will and pow'r to ſtand ? 

Thou hadſt : Whom haſt thou * or what, to? 

accu, 

But heav'n's free love dealt equally to al! ? 

Be then his love accurs'd, fince love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals eternal wae. To 7a 

Nay curs'd be thou; ſince againſt his thy will 

| Choſe freely what it now fo juſtly rues, 
Me miſerable ! which way ſhall I fly +: 

| Infinite wrath, and infinite deſpair? 

Which way 1 fly is hell; myſelf am hell; 75 

And, in the loweſt deep, a lower deep | 

Still threat'ning to devour me opens wide, 


* 


Fer "hay and armed to (againſt) all temptations from 
within or from without (65). Hadſt thou the ſame free 
will and power to ſtand? Thou hadſt : Whom haſt 
thou then to accuſe, or what haſt thou to accuſe but 
heaven's free love, dealt equally 1 to all? Be then his 


love accurſed, lince, whether love or hate, to me alike 5 
1 deals eternal woe (70). Nay curſed be thou thyſelf; 5 
lince thy will choſe freely againſt his will, what it 
now ſo juſtly rues. Miſerable mel which way ſhall 1 
fly infinite wrath and infinite deſpair ? Which ſoever 
way I fly there is hell; I myſelf am hell (75) ; and, 
in the loweſt deep, a lower deep ſtill opens wide threa - 
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To which the hell I ſuffer * a heaven. „ 
O then at laſt relent: Is there no place | 
Left for repentance, none for pardon left? 80 

None left but by ſubmiſſion; and that word 
Diſdain forbids me, and my dread of ſhame 
Among the ſp'rits beneath, whom 1 ſeduc d 
With other promiſes and other vaunts 
Than to ſubmit, boaſting I could ſubdue 85 

Th' Omnipotent, Ah me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaſt ſo vain, 
Under what torments inwardly I groan, 
While they adore me on the throne of hell, 
With diadem and ſeepter high advanc'd, 90 
The lower ſtill I fall, only e "I | 

In miſery ; ; Buch ] 9 m finds. 


— 


tening to 3 me, to compare which, the hell I now 
ſuffer ſeems a heayen. O then at laſt relent : Is there 

.. np place left for repentance, none left for pardon (80)? 
. There is none leſt but ſubmiſſion; and diſdain forbids 
me that word Submiſſion, and my, dread of ſhame a- 
mong the ſpirits beneath, whom I ſeduced with other 
promiſes and other vaunts than to ſubmit; boaſting 
that I could ſubdue the Omnipotent (8 5). Ah me! 
they little know how dearly T abide that boaſt fo vain, 
nor under. what torments I inwardly groan, while they 


9198 


_ - adore me high advanced on the throne of hell with dia- 
dem and ſcepter, the lower till I fall (90); I am only 
# n in miſery : Such joy amdition finds. 8 5 


þ 
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But ſay I . e and could obtain, ey 
By act of grace, my former ſtate; how ſoon 


Would * recal high thoughts, how ſoon un- 


tay RS: 7 0 5 2 
What feign'd ubmiion ſwore ? coly auld recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 


? For never can true reconcilement grow 


Where wounds of deadly hate have piercꝰd fo deep: 
Which would but lead me to a worſe relapſe, 100 
And heavier fall: So ſhould I purchaſe. dear 
Short intermiſſion bought with double ſmart.” | 
This knows my puniſher ; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace 
All hope excluded thus, behold inſtead ' + 10g 
Of us outcaſt, exiPd, his new delight, 


ſay that I could repent, and ' could obtain my former 
ſtate by act of grace; how ſoon would height recall 
high thoughts in me; how ſoon would 1 unſay (95) 
what - feigned ſubmiſſion ſwore? eaſe would recant 


yows that were made in pain, as violent and void. For | 


true reconcilement can never grow where wounds of 


deadly hate have pierced ſo deep: Which would lead me 


to a worſe relapſe (100), and a heavier fall: So I ſhould 
purchaſe ſhort intermiſſion bought dear with double 
ſmart. This my puniſher knows: Therefore, as far as 
he is from granting peace, as far am 1 from begging it: 
All hogs being thus excluded, for, inſtead (105) 4 us 
11 h 


\ 
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„ 
1 W bin ereated, and for him this world. 
So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 
- Farewel remorſe : All good to me is loſt; 
Exil be thou my good: By thee at leaſt 110 
Divided empire with heav'n's King I hold, 
By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 
As man ere long, and this new world ſhall know, 
Thus while _ © ſpake, each paſſion dimm'd his 
face . 114 
Thrice mne with 10 ire, envy, and deſpair; 
Which marr'd his borrow'd viſage, and oye 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 5 


For heavy? niy minds from ſuch diſtempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he ſoon aware, 


outcaſt and exiled, behold his new delight, mankind, 
| created, and for him this world. So farewel hope, 
and with hope farewel fear, farewel remorſe: All 
good i is loſt to me; evil be thou my good: By thee at 
leaſt (1 10) J hold divided empire with heaven's King, 
and perhaps I will reign more than half by thee; as 
man and this new world ſhall know ere long. Thus 
while he ſpake, each paſſion dimmed his face, thrice 
changed with pale, with ire, and with envy, and de- 
ſpair (115) ; which ' marred his borrowed viſage, and 
would have betrayed him a counterfeit, if any eye had 

' beheld him. For heavenly minds are ever clear from 
ſuch foul diſtempers. Whereof he being ſoon aware, 


We 
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Each perturbation ſmooth'd with exif calm, 
Artificer of fraud; and was the firſt l. 
That practis'd falſchood under faintly ſhow, 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge: 
Vet not enough had practis'd to deceive 
Uriel once warn' d; whoſe eye purſu*d him down 
The way he went, and on the Aſſyrian mount 1 26 
Saw him disfigur'd, more than could befal 
Spirit of happy ſort: His geſtures fierce © 
He mark'd, and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he ſuppos'd, all unobſerv'd, unſeen.  ' 130 
80 on he fares, and to the border comes 5 
Ot Eden, where delicious Paradiſe, 
Now nearer, crowns with her incloſure green, 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head. 5 
he, as the artificer of fraud, ſmoothed each perturbation 
with outward calm (120); and was the firſt that prac- 
tiſed falſehood under faintly ſhow, in order to conceal 
deep malice couched with revenge. Yet he had not 
practiſed enough to deceive Uriel, when once warned; 


whoſe eye purſued him down (125) the way he went, 
and ſaw him disfigured on the Aſſyrian mount, more 


than could befal a ſpirit of a happy ſort: He marked his 
fierce geſtures and his mad demeanour, then alone, as 
he (Satan) ſuppoſed, and all unobſerved and unſeen 


(130). So on he fares, and comes to the border of E- 
dien, where delicious Paradiſe, now nearer, crowns 


with her green incloſure, as with a rural mound, the 


” 
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Of a ſteep wilderneſs ; whoſe hairy lle 193 
With thicket overgrown, groteſque and wild, 
Acceſs deny*d; and over head up grew 
Inſuperable height of loftieſt ſhade, 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, | 

A ſylvan ſcene; and as the ranks aſcend 140 

Shade above ſhade, a woody theatre 

Of ſtatelieſt view. Yet higher than their tops 

The verd'rous wall of Paradiſe up ſprung : 

Which to our general fire gave proſpect large 

Into his nether empire neighb'ring round. 145 


And higher than that wall a circling row 


Of goodlieſt trees, loaden with faireſt fruit, 
Bloſſoms and fruits at once of golden hue, 


Appears, with gay enamell'd eulen mix'd: : 


| champaign head of a ſteep wildertiefa z whoſe hairy 
ſides (135), groteſque and wild, with thicket over - 
grown, denied acceſs; and cedar, and pine, and fir, 
and branching palm, grew up over-head to an inſupe- 
rable height, all a ſylvan fcene; and as the ranks a- 
ſcend, and (140) ſhade above ſhade, there appears a 
woody theatre of ſtatelieſt view. Yet the verderous wall 
of Paradiſe ſprung up higher than their tops : Which 
gave a large proſpect to our general fire into his nether 
empire neighbouring round (14 5). And there appear- 
ed a cireling row of goodlieſt trees higher than that 
Wall, loaden with faireſt fruit, bloſſoms and fruits at 
once of golden hue, mixed with gay enamelled colours ; 
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On which the ſun more glad impreſs'd his beams, 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 151 8 
When God hath ſhow'r'd the earth; ſo nn 


ſeemꝰ d 


: That landſkip : And of pure now purer air | 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inſpires 


Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 
All ſadneſs but deſpair: Now gentle gales, 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſtole 


| Thoſe balmy ſpoils. As when to them who fail 


Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are palt 160 
Mozambic, off at ſea north-eaſt winds blow 


On which the ſun impreſſed his beams * glad (150) 


than in a fair evening cloud, or in the humid bow, 


when God hath ſhowered the earth; ſo lovely ſeemed 
that landſkip: And of pure air now purer air meets 
his approach, and inſpires to the heart vernal delight 
and joy, able to drive away all ſadneſs but deſpair 


(155): Now gentle gales fanning their odoriferous 


wings, diſpenſe native perfumes, and whiſper whence | 
they ſtole thoſe balmy ſpoils. As when, to them who 


fail beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt (160) 
Mozambic, the north-eaſt winds blow off at ſea Sabe- 


| Verk ih. Mozantic is the name of an iNland, and of 5 
a city therein, not 4 league diſtant from the continent of | 


Africa, * Madagaſcar, 
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| Saban STO Gro the ſpicy foro 
Of Araby the bleſt ; with ſuch delay 
Well pleas'd they flack their n and _ A 
league, 5 
Chear'd with the 1 ſmell, old Ocean ſmiles : 
So entertain'd thoſe odorous ſweets the fiend, 166 
Who came their bane ; tho? with them better pleav'd 
Than Aſmodeus with the fiſhy fume _ 
That drove him, tho? enamour'd, from the ſpouſe 
Of Tobit's ſon, and with a vengeance ſent 170 
From Media poſt to Egypt, there faſt bound. 
Nov to th' aſcent of that ſteep ſavage hill 
e. had journay'd on, nie and * * 


| an odours from the ſpicy rs * Araby _ bleſt ; 
they lack their courſe well pleaſed with ſuch delay, and 
old Ocean ſmiles for many a league, cheared with the 
grateful ſmell (165): So thoſe odorous fweets enter- 
tained the fiend who came to be their bane though 
he was better pleaſed with them than Aſmodeus was 
with the fiſhy fume, that drove him, tho enamoured, 
from the ſpouſe of Tobit's ſon, and with a vengeance 
7 ſent (170) him from Media poſt to Egypt, there faſt 
bound. Now Satan had journeyed 'on, penſive and 
flow to > the e of that Ws 1 bill 5 but Further 


| Jars 168. 6 read of this evil betas in the 
apocryphal book of Tobit. chap. ne ver. 17. where Ra- 
_ Phael is ſent to bind him; - and we have ſome rabinical 
ſtories concerning him, which deſerve little credit. 


„ tw a. 


\ 
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But further way found none, 10 thick intwin d, 
As one continu'd break, the undergrowth - 175 


Of ſhrubs and tangling buſhes had perplex d 
All path of man or beaſt that paſs'd that way. 


One gate there only was, and that look d eaſt 
On th' other ſide: Which when the arch- felon ſaw, 
Due entrance he diſdain'd, and, in contempt, 1 80 


At one flight bound, high overleap'd all bound 
Of hill or higheſt wall, and ſheer within 


Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where ſhepherds pen their flocks at eve 

In hurdled cotes amid the field. ſecure, | worn I 86 


Leaps o'er the fence with caſe into the fold: 


Or a as a thief, bent to unhoard the caſh 


1 


tangling buſhes being ſo thick intwined, and as one con- 
tinued break (175), had perplexed all path of man or 
beaſt that paſſed that way. There was only one gate, 


and that looked eaſt on the other ſide; which when the 
arch - felon ſaw, he diſdained due entrance, and, in con- 


tempt (180), at one flight bound high overleaped all 
bound of hill or higheſt wall, and ſheer lights on his 


feet within. As when a prowling wolf, whom hun- 
ger drives to ſeek new haunt for prey, watching where 


ſhepherds pen their flocks at eve (185) in hurdled cotes 
amid the field ſecure, leaps over the fence with caſe 


into the fold ; Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the caſh 


way he found none, the exteradoath of ſhrubs and en- 8 
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* 


* 


Of Ga rich burgher, hal ſubſtantial doors, 


| _ Croſs-barr'd and bolted faſt, tear no aſſault, 190 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the files >. 


So clomb this firſt grand thief into God's fold 5 


So ſince into his church lewd hirelings climb. 


Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life, | | 
'The middle tree, and higheſt there that on. 5 | 
Sat like a cormorant, yet not true life, 


| Thereby regain'd, but fat deviſing b 


To them who liv'd; nor on the virtue 5 
Of that life · giving plant, but only ug'd © 


For proſpect, what well us d had been the pledge 
5 Of immortality. So little Knows Nope! - > 201 
| n but God alone, to value 252 | 


e 


of ſome rich burgher, whoſe ſubſtantial doors, crofs- 


barred and faſt bolted, fear no aſſault (190), climbs 


in at the window, or over the tiles : So clomb this firſt 
, : grand thief into God's fold; and ſo lewd hirelings ſince 


climb into his church. Thence up he flew, and fat 
like a cormorant on, the tree of life, which was the 


middle tree, and the higheſt that grew there (195); 
but he regained not thereby true life, but only ſat there 


deviſing death to them who lived 3- nor thought he on 


the virtue of that life-giving plant, but thought it was 


only uſed for proſpect, that, had it been well uſed, had 


been the pledge (200) of immortality. So little knows 


| Wy. one, but God alone, how to value right the 1550 
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| The good before him, but perverts beſt things | 
To worſt abuſe, or to their meaneſt uſe, 


Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 20 's 


Jo all delight of human ſenſe expos'd, 


In narrow room; Nature's whole wealth, yea more, 


A heav'n on earth: For bliſsful Paradiſe | 
Of God the garden was, by him in th* caſt - 


Of Eden planted ; Eden ſtretch'd her line 210 


From Auran caſtward to the royal towers 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or where the ſons of Eden long before 


before him; but he perverts beſt things to worſt abuſe, 


or to. their meaneſt uſe. , He now views with new 
wonder (205) beneath him, nature's whole wealth in 
narrow rogm, yea more, a heaven on earth expoſed to 
all delight of human ſenſe : For bliſsful Paradiſe was 


the garden of God, and ae by him i in the eaſt of 


Eden; Eden ſtretched her line (210) from Auran eaſt- 
ward to the royal towers of great Seleucia, built by 


Grecian kings, or where the ſons of Eden long before 


| Verſe 211. furan is ſappoſed to be the Haran of the 
ſeriptures, which was a city in Meſopotamia. Telaſar, 
which, in the Engliſh tranſlation, 1s Thelaſſar, and, in 


the vulgate Latin Thalaſſar, is the province where the 


children of Eden dwelt, ſuppoſed to be ſomewhere in 
Meſopotamia or Armenia, near the e of the Tigris 
and Euphrates. I Kings xix. 12. 

„ 
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Dwelt in Telaſſar: In this pleaſant ſoil 
His far more pleaſant garden God ordain'd ; 215 
Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 


All trees of nobleſt kind for fight, ſmell, taſte : 2 
And all amid them ſtood the tree of life, 


High eminent, blooming ambroſial fruit 

Of vegetable gold; and next to life, 220 
Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew faſt by; 
Knowledge of good bought dear by Knowing ill. 
Southward through Eden went a river large, 


Nor chang'd his courſe, but thro” the ſhaggy hill 
Paſs'd underneath ingulf'd; for God had thrown 


That mountain as his garden- mold high rais* d 226 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 


dwelt in Telaſſar: In this pleaſant ſoil God ordained | 


his far more pleaſant garden (215); he cauſed to grow 


out of the fertile ground all trees of nobleſt kind for 
ſight, and ſmell, and taſte; and the tree of life ſtood 


_ amidſt them all eminently high, and blooming ambro- 
ſial fruit of vegetable gold: And next to the tree of 


life (220), the tree of knowledge grew faſt by, which 


was ourdeath; the knowledge of good was dear-bought 
| by knowing ill. A large river went ſouthward thro 
Eden, nor changed his courſe, but being ingulfed, 
paſſed underneath through the ſhaggy hill; for God 
had thrown (225) that mountain as his garden- mold 


high raiſed upon the rapid current, which, being drawn 


4 
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Ot porous earth with kindly thirſt updrawn, 
Roſe a freſh fountain, and with many a rilt 


Water'd the garden ; ; thence united fell 230 


Down the ſteep glade, and met the nether flood, 
Which from his darkſome paſſage now appears; 
And now divided into four main ſtreams, 

Runs diverſe, wand'ring many a famous realm 


And country, whereot here needs no account; 235 


But rather tc tell how, if art could tell, | 
How from that ſaphir fount the criſped brooks, 
| Rolling on orient pearl and ſands of gold, 125 
With mazy error under pendent ſhades | 
Ran neQar, viſiting each plant, and fed 240 
Flow'rs, worthy of Paradiſe, which not nice art 


1 


up with kindly thirſt through veins of porous earth, 
roſe a freſh fountain, and watered the garden with 
many a rill; thence, being united, fell (230) down 


the. ſteep glade, and met the nether flood, which now 


appears from his darkſome paſſage ; and being now di- 


vided into four main ſtreams, runs diverſe ways, wan- 


dering thro' many a famous realm and country, where- 
of no account needs here to be given (235) ; but rather | 
to tell how, if art could tell, how the criſped brooks 
from that ſaphire fount, rolling on orient pearl and 


ſands of gold, with mazy error under pendant ſhades 


ran nectar, viſiting each plant; and fed (240) flowers 


worthy of Paradiſe, which nice art had not planted in 


* 
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In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Pour'd forth profuſe on hill, and dale, and plain, 
Both where the morning-ſun firſt warmly ſmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc'd ſhade 245 
Imbrown'd the noon-tide bow'rs: Thus was this 
A 

-.& happy rural ſeat of various view ; 

_ Groyes whoſe rich. trees wept odorous gums and 


balm ; 
Others whoſe fruit burniſh'd with eigen rind 
Hung amiable, Heſperian fables true, _ 2 50 


If true, here only”, and of delicious taſte : 
_  Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 


Graſing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 
Or 19252 hillock; or the N 15 Oe | 


. 


beds and curious knots, but ſuch as nature's boon had 
\ poured forth profuſe on hill, and dale, and plain, both 
where the morning-ſun firſt warmly ſmote the open 
field, and where the unpierced ſhade (245) imbrowned | 
the noon-tide bowers : Thus this place was a happy 
rural ſeat of various view : There were groves whoſe 
rich trees wept odorous gums and balm ; others whoſe 
fruit, burniſhed with golden.rind, hung amiable (He- 
ſperian fables, if true, here only true) and of delicious 
taſte (251); Lawns, or level downs, and flocks grazing 
| the tender herb, or palmy hillock, were interpoſed be- 
\ twixt them; or the flowery lap of ſome irriguous valley 


% 


Bock IV. PARADISE LOST, 2353 


Of ſome irriguous valley ſpread her ſtore, 25 5 

Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the roſe: 
Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves _ 
Of cool receſs, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 


Luxuriant ; mean while murm'ring waters fall 260 
Don the ſlope hills, diſpers'd, or in a lake, 


Iuhat to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd N 
Her cryſtal mirror holds, unite their ſtreams. | 
The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune OY 1 
The trembling. leaves, while univerſal Pan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, | iy 
Led on th eternal ſpring. Not that fair field 1 pin 


— 


ſpread her ſtore (2 5 4 which were flowers of all hue, * 
and the roſe without the thorn: On another ſide there 
were umbrageous grots and caves of cool receſs, over 
wahich the mantling vine lays forth her purple grape, | 
and gently creeps luxuriant: Mean while murmuring W 14 
waters fall (260) down the ſlope bills, either diſperſed, _ 
or united in a lake that holds her cryſtal mirror to the 1 1 
fringed bank that is crowned with myrtle. The birds _— 
apply their quire; airs, vernal airs, breathing the ſmell _. 
of field and grove, attune (265) the trembling leaves, 
while univerſal Pan (nature), knit with the Graces and mw 
the Hours in dance, led on the eternal ſpring. Not - 4 


— 
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Of Enna, where Proſerpine gathering flowers, 


Was gather'd, which coſt Ceres all that pain 

Jo ſeek her thro? the world; ; nor that ſweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' inſpir'd 
Caſtalian ſpring, might with this Paradiſe 
Of Eden ſtrive ; nor that Nyſcian iſle © © 275 

Git with the river Triton, where old Cn, 


— 


that fair field of Enna, en 8 gathering 
flowers, but being herſelf a fairer flower, was gathered 
by gloomy Dis (270), which coſt Ceres all that pain to 
ſeek her through the world; nor that ſweet grove of 
Daphne by Orontes, and the inſpired Caitalian ſpring, 
might ſtrive with this Paradiſe of Eden ; nor that Ny- 


=. 7' 


Hertelf a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dis 270 


ſeian iſle girt with the river Triton (275), where old 


Verſe 269. Nor that fair field of Enna, or Henna, a city | 


in the very. middle of Sicily, much celebrated by Ovid 
and Claudian for its beauty, whence Proſerpine was car- 
ried away by the gloomy god of Hell Dis, or Pluto; which 


occaſioned her mother Ceres to ſeek her all the world o- 


ver: Nor that ſweet grove of Daphne, near Antioch, the capital 
of Syria, ſeated on the banks of the river Orontes, together 


with the Caſtalian ſpring there, of the ſame name with'that 


in Greece, and extolled'for its prophetic qualities: Nor the 


;fand Nyſa, incompaſſed with the river Triton in Africa, 


| where Cham, or Ham, the ſon of Noah, therefore called 
Old, (who firſt peopled Egypt and Libya, and among the 
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2 Whom Gentiles Aae call, and Libyan Jove, 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid ſon * | 
Young Bacchus, from his ſtepdame Rhea's eye; 


Nor where Abaſſin kings their iſſue guard, 280 


Mount Amara, though this by ſome ſuppos d - 
True Paradiſe under the Ethiop line 
By Nilus? head, inclos'd with ſhining rock, 


Cham (whom Gentiles call Ammon, and Libyan Jove) 
hid Amalthea and her florid ſon young Bacchus, from 


his ſtepdame Rhea's eye; nor mount Amara, where 


Abaſſin kings guard their iſſue (280), though this by 
ſome is ſuppoſed to be the true Paradiſe under the E- 
thiop line by N ilus head, which is incloſed with ſhi- 


* 


Gentiles goes by the name of Ammon, or Libyan Jove) 


| had his miſtreſs Amalthea, and her beautiful ſon Bacchus, 


| (therefore calied Dionyſius) from his ſtepdame Rhea's eye: 
Nor mount Amara, where the kings of Abaſſinia, or Abyſ- | 


ſinia, (a kingdom in the upper Ethiopia), keep their chil · 


dren guarded, to prevent civil war; a place of moſt de- 


lightful proſpec and ſituation, being incloſed with alaba- 
ſter rocks, which is a day's journey to aſcend, ſuppoſed 


| by ſome (though ſo far diſtant from the true Paradiſe) to 


be the ſeat of Paradiſe under the Ethiopian or equinoctial 
line, near the ſprings of the river Nile: Not any, nor all 


of theſe, could vie with this Paradiſe of Eden; This ex- 


ceeded all that hiſtorians have written, or poets have 


feigned, of the moſt beautiful places in the world. 


- 
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EY A whole day s journey high, wut wide: remote 
From this Aſſyrian garden; where the fiend 285 | 
Saw undelighted all delight, all king 
Of living creatutes, new to ſight, and ſtrange. 
Two of far nobler ſhape, ere& and tall, | 
Godlike erect, with native honour dad | 
In naked majeſty, ſeem'd lords of all: 290 
And worthy ſeem'd*; for in their looks divine 
The 1 image of their Siem Maker ſhone, 
Truth, wiſdom, ſanctitude ſevere and pure, 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom plac' d), 
Whence true authority i in men; tho both 29 5 
Not equal, as their ſex not ond ſeem'd ; 
For e ac; he, — valour wag d; 


ning rock, a whole day's jouri: ey high; but wide re- 15 
mote from this Aſſyrian garden, where the ſiend (28 5) 

undelighted himſelf, ſaw all delight, he faw all kind 
of living creatures new and ſtrange to fight. : Amongſt 


- which he ſaw two of far nobler ſhape erect and tall, god- : 


like erect, clad with native honour in naked majeſty, : 
who ſeemed lords of all, and ſeemed worthy to be fo 
(290); for the image of their glorious Maker ſhone in 
their divine looks, and truth, and wiſdom, and ſevere 
and pure ſanctitude (ſevere, but placed in true filial 
freedom) whence true authority in men; though they 
were not both equal, as their ſex ſeemed not be equal 

(296) ; he was formed for contemplation and valour ; | 
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For ſoftneſs ſhe and ſweet attractive grace; 
He for God only, ſhe for God in him:  — 
His fair large front and eye ſublime declar'd. 300 
Abſolute rule; and hyacinthine locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Uluſt'ring, but not beneath his ſhoulders broad: 
She, as a veil, down to the tender waſte 

Her unadorned golden treſſes wore 305 


5 


ſhe was es for foftinels and ſweet xeticatee grace; 
he was formed for God only; ſhe was formed for Gd 
and him. His fair large front and ſublime eye de- 
clared abſolute rule ( 390), and hyacinthine locks hung 
manly cluſtering from his parted forelock, but not be- 
neath his broad ſhoulders: She wore her unadorned 
and diſheveled en treſſes down to the ſlender waſte 


Verſe 301. Euſtathius e hyaeinthine locks by 
black Iocks, and Suidas by very dark brown; and Milton, 
in like manner, means brown or black locks, diſtinguiſhing | 
Adam's hair from Eve's in the colour, as well as in other 
particulars. It- is probable the hyacinth among, the an- 

tients might be of 4 darker colour than it is with us. 

Verſe 305. Golden treſec—This fort of hair was moſt ad- 
mired and celebrated by the antients, probably as it is an 
indication of a fine complexion. Milton preferred this to 
all other colours in the drawing of Eve; and it is thought 


23 probable chat he intended a compliment to his wife, 


whoſe hair was of this colour, as it is certain that he 


. 
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\ 


| DiſhevePd, but in wanton ringlets 0 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 
Subjection, but requir'd with gentle ſway, 
And by her yielded, by him beft receiv'd, 
Vielded with coy ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride, 310 
And ſweet reluQant amorous delay. 
Nor thoſe myſterious parts were then conceal'd; 
Then was not guilty ſhame, diſhoneſt ſhame 
Of nature's works, honour diſhonourable, 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 
With ſhows inſtead, mere ſhows of ſeeming pure, 
And baniſh*d from man's life his happieſt lfe, 
Simplicity and \ 882 innocence ! 


as a vail (305), but they waved in wanton ringlets as 
the vine curls her tendrils, which implied ſubjection, 
but required by him with gentle ſway, and yielded by | 
her, and beſt received by hin when yielded with coy 


ſubmiſſion, modeſt pride (310), and ſweet reluctant a- 


morous delay. Nor were thoſe myſterious | parts 


then concealed; guilty ſhame was, not then, diſ- 


honeſt ſhame of nature's works, honour which is diſ- 

honourable, ſin-bred thame, how have you troubled 
all mankind (315) with ſhows inſtead of purity, mere 

ſhows of ſeeming pure, and baniſhed from man's life his 
geen _ which 1s bmplicity and: ſpotleſs m— | 
drew the portrait. of n not without regard to Fr own 
| perſon, of which he had no mean * 5 
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So paſs'd they naked on, nor ſhunn'd the ſight - 
Of God or angel; for they thought no ill: 345 


So hand in hand they paſs” d, the lovelieſt pair, | 
That ever fince in love's embraces met; 


Adam the goodlieſt man of men ſince born 
His ſons, the faireſt of her daughters Eve. . 


Under a tuft of ſhade that on a green 325 


Stood whiſp' ring ſoft, by a freſh fountain fide 
They fat them down; and after no more toil 
Of their ſweet gard'ning labour than ſuffic*d 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made eaſe 


More eaſy, wholeſome thirſt and appetite © 330 
Moore grateful, to their ſupper- fruits they fell, 


NeQarine fruits which the compliant boughs 


So they paſſed naked on, nor ſhunned the Gght of God 


or angel, for they thought no ill (320): So they paſſed 


hand in hand, the lovelieſt pair that ever ſince met in 


love's embraces; Adam was the goodlieſt man of all 


men that were ſince born his ſons, and Eve was the 


| faireſt of her daughters ſince born. They ſat them 
down under a tuft of ſhade that ſtood whiſpering ſoft 
on a green, by the fide of a freſh fountain (326); and 


after no more toil of their ſweet gardening labour than 
what ſufficed to recommend cool Zephyr, and made 


eaſe more eaſy, and wholeſome thirſt and appetite more 
_ grateful, they fell to their ſupper-fruit (330), nectarine 
fruits which the compliant boughs yielded them; and, 
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Yielded them, ade. long as they ſat widhis | 
On the ſoft downy bank damaſk*d with flowers: 
The avoury pulp they chew, and in the rind, 335 
Still as they thirſted, ſcoop the brimming ſtream ; 3 
Nor gentle purpoſe, nor endearing ſmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as beſeems 
Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league, 5 
Alone as they. About them friſking play'd 340 
All beaſts of th? earth, ſince wild, and of all chaſe 
In wood or wilderneſs, foreſt or den; Ch 
Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid; bears, tygers, ounces, pards, 
Gambol'd before them; th* unwieldy elephant, 34 5 
To make them mirth, us'd all his _— and 


wreath'd 


: 


as they fat, they reclined on the ſoft downy bank * 


maſked with flowers; they chew the ſavoury pulp, and, 


as they thirſted, they ſtill ſcoop the brimming ſtream 
in the rind (335); nor wanted they gentle purpoſe, 
nor endearing ſmiles, nor youthful dalliance, as be- 
Teems a fair couple, linked in happy nuptial league, and 
alone as they were. All beaſts of the earth played friſk- 
ing about them (340), fince grown wild, and all of chaſe 
in wood or wilderneſs, foreft or den ; the lion ramped 
ſporting, and dandled the kid in his paw ; bears, ti- 
gers, ounces, and, pards gamboled before them ; the 
_ unwieldy elephant (345) uſed all his might to make 


— 


* 


—— * 8 
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His lithe proboſcis; cloſe the ſerpent fly- 
Inſinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile 

| Gave prdþf unheeded ; others on the grafs 350 
Couch'd, and now fild with paſture gazing fat, 
Or bedward ruminating; for the ſun 
Declin'd was haſting now with prone carreer 
To tir ocean iſles, and in th? aſcending ſcale | 


Of heav'n the ſtars that uſher evening roſe; 355 


them mirth, and wreathed his lithe proboſcis; the ſly 


ſerpent inſinuating cloſe, wove his braided train with 


Gordian twine, and gave proof. of his fatal guile, tho” 


then unheeded; others were couched on the graſs (350), 


and being now filled with paſture, fat gazing, or ru- 
minating bedward ; for the ſun being declined, was 
now haſting with prone carreer to the ocean iſles, and 


the ſtars that uſher evening roſe in the aſcending ſcale. 


Verſe 348. Vith Gordian twine, that is, with many intri- 


cate twiſtings and turnings, like the famous Gordian knot. 


The Rory a hag is briefy, thus. Sora a FACTION 4 


king, tied the Ne traces * his cart into ſuch intricate 
folds, and hung them up in the temple of Jupiter, that 
an oracle declared, that whoever ſhould untie them, 
ſhould become maſter of all Aſia. Alexander the Great, 
after ſome fruitleſs endeavours to untie them, cut them 
with his ſword ; and 0 eicher 5 or aug che oracle 
thereby. 55 
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When bk ſtill in gaze, as firſt, he ſtood, 
| Scarce thus at length fail'd ſpeech recover'd' ſad. 
Ohell! what do mine eyes with grief behold! 
Into our room of bliſs thus high advanqe 
Creatures of other mold, earth-born perhaps, 360 


Not ſpirits, yet to heav'nly ſpirits bright 
Little inferior; whom my thoughts purſue 
With wonder, and could love, ſo lively ſhines _ 
In them divine reſemblance, and ſuch grace 
The hand that torm'd them on their ſhape hath 
4 pour*'d. 365 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think bak: ni gh” 


Your change approaches, when all theſe delights 
Will vaniſh, and deliver ye to woe; 


0 More woe, the more your taſte | is now wt joy . 

N of heaven (355): When Satan, fill in gaze, as he gilt 44 
ſtood, ſcarce at length recovered his ſad and failed 
ſpeech thus. O hell! what do mine eyes with grief 
behold ! creatures of other mold, earth-born perhaps, 
not ſpirits (360), yet little inferior to bright heavenly 

ſpirits, thus high advanced into our room of bliſs ; 
creatures whom my thoughts purſue with wonder, and 

whom I could love, as divine reſemblance ſhines ſo 

| lively in them, and the hand that formed them hath 
poured ſuch grace on their ſhape. Ah gentle pair, ye 
little think how nigh (366) your change approaches, 

When all theſe delights will vaniſh, and deliver you tp 
woe, more will be your woe, the more your taſte is 
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Happy, but for ſo happy ill ſecur d 370 

Long to continue, and this high ſeat your heav'n 

Ill fenc'd for heaven to keep out ſuch a foe 
As now is enter'd; yet no purpos'd fo: 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn, 

Though I unpitied : League with you I ſeek. 37 5 

And mutual amity, ſo ſtrait,)ſo cloſe, 

That I with you muſt dwe F or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwellin * may not pleaſe, 


Like this fair Paradiſe, your ſenſe; yet ſuch 
Accept your Maker's work; he gave it me, 380 
Which J as freely give: Hell ſhall unfold, 

To entertain you two, her wideſt gates, 
And fend forth all her kings; there will be room, 


now of joy; happy, but ill ſecured for to continue long 
ſo happy ( 379), and this high ſeat, and your heaven, is 
ill fenced for heaven to keep out ſuch a foe as is now 
entered; yet I am no purpoſed foe to you, whom 1 
could pity thus forlorn, though I am unpitied ; I ſeek 
league with you (375) and mutual amity, ſo ſtrait, ſo 
cloſe, that I henceforth with you muſt dwell, or you 
with me; my dwelling haply may not pleaſe your ſenſe 
_ like this fair Paradiſe, yet accept your Maker's work, 
ſuch as it is ; he gave it me (380), which I as freely 
give ; hell ſhall unfold her wideſt gates, and ſend forth 
All her kings to entertain you two; there will be room 
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Not like theſe narrow "I WE to receive 
Your numerous offspring; if no better place, 385 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrong'd: 
And ſhould I at your harmleſs i innocence _ _ 
Melt, as 1 do, yet public reaſon juſt, wo; 
Honour. and empire with revenge enlarg'd, 390 
By conqu' ring this new world, compels me now 

| To do what elſe, tho“ damn'd, I ſhould abhor. 
So ſpake the fend, and with neceſſity, 

The tyrant's plea, excus'd his deviliſh deeds. 
Then from his lofty ſtand on that high tree 25 
Down he alights among the ſportful herd 

Of thoſe four-faoted kinds, himſelf now one, 


4 


- to receive your numerous offspring, for hell is not like 
| theſe narrow limits; if no better place (38 5), thank 


him who puts me Joath to this revenge on you, who do 


not wrong me, for him who wronged me. And ſhould 
I melt at your harmleſs innocence, as I do, yet public 
reaſon, which is juſt, and honour and empire enlarged 
with revenge (3500, by conquering this new world, 
_ compels me now to do, what elfe, though damned, I 


\ _ ſhould abhor, So the fiend ſpake, and excuſed! his 


deviliſh deeds with the word Neceſſity, which is the 
. tyrant's plea. Then he alights down from his lofty 

fand on that high tree (395) among the ſportful herd 
of thoſe four · footed kinds, being himſelf now one, now 


Book IV. PARADISE LOST. 6 
Now ber as heit ſhape ſerv'd beſt his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and uneſpy d N 
To mark what of their ſtate he more might learn, 

| By word or action mark d: About them round 401 

A lion now he ſtalks with fiery glare; 

Then as a tyger, who by chance hath ſpy'd 

In ſome purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 

Strait couches cloſe, then riſing changes oft 405 

His couchant watch, as one who choſe his ground, 
Whence ruſhing he might ſureſt ſeize them both, 
Brip'd in each paw: When Adam, firſt of men, 

To firſt of women, Eve, thus moving ſpeech, 

Turn'd him, all ear to hear newutterance flow. 410 
SZiole partner, and ſole part, of all theſe joys, 


+ | * 
\ 


10 other of them, as their ſhape beſt ſerved his end, to view 
| his prey nearer, and to mark, uneſpied, what more he 
might learn of their ate (400), marked by word or ac- 
tion: He now ſtalks round about them like a lion with 
fiery glare; then as a tyger, who by chance hath ſpied in 
ſome purlieu two gentle fawns at play, ſtrait couches 
cloſe, then rifing, changes oft (405) his couchant watch, 
as one who choſe his ground, whence ruſhing he might 
fureſt ſeize them both griped in each paw: When 
Adam, the firſt of men, thus moving ſpeech to Eve, 
che firſt of women, turned him (the fiend) all ear to 
hear new utterance flow (410). Sole partner of (i. . 
| —_— all theſe j Joys, and ſole * of me, dearer thy- 
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Dearer thyſelf than all; needs muſt the power 7 
Lhat made us, and for us this gle world, 


Be infinitely good, and of his good 1 5 
As liberal and free as infinite; 41 5 
That rais'd us from the duſt, wil plac'd us here 
I all this happineſs, who at his hand | 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need; he who requires 
From us no other ſervice than to keep 4260 
This one, this eaſy charge, of all the trees 7 
. In Paradiſe that bear delicious fruit „ 
So various, not to taſte that only tree . 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life; | 
So near grows death to life, whate'er death i 19, 42 5 


| \ 8 Some dreadful thing no doubt; for well Won 
= know'ſt 


ſelf than all of them ; 3 pa power that mad, us, Jn 
this ample world for us, muſt needs be infinitely good, 
and as liberal and free of his good as he is infinite (415);, 
that raiſed us from the duſt, and placed us here in all 
this happineſs, who have merited nothing at his hand, 
nor can perform aught whereof he has need, he who 
5 requires from us no other ſervice than to keep this one, 
this eaſy charge, which is only that, of all the trees in 
"7 Paradiſe, that bear delicious fruit ſo various, not to 
taſte of that tree of knowledge planted by the tree of 
life; fo near grows the tree of death to the tree of life, 


whatever death ĩs (425), ſome dreadful N 10 doubt; 


— 
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Go nach ava it death to taſte chat tree, 
The only ſign of our obedience left, 

Among fo many ſigns of pow'r and rule 
Conferr' d upon us, and dominion given 439 g 
_ Over all other creraures that poſleſs 

Earth, air, and ſea. Then let us not think hard 
One caſy prohibition, who enjoy 


Free leave ſo large to all things elle and choice I 
Unlimited of manyfold delights: WEL a 
But let us ever praiſe him, -and extol W 
His bounty, following our delightful taſk; Ja 5 


To. prune theſe growing Plants, and tend theſe 
#:; - ' ewe; - erty 


/ 


2 7 Which were it toilſome, yet with FOE were roar” \ 
To whom thus Eve reply'd. O thou for whom 


for thou knoweſt well that God has pronounced it 
death to taſte that tree, which is the only fign left oE 
our "obedience, among ſo many ſigns of power and rule 
which he has conferred upon us, and dominion given 
(430) us over all other creatures that poſſeſs the earth, 
the air, and ſea. Then let us not think one eaſy pro- 
hibition hard, who enjoy ſo large and free leave to all 
things elſe, and have unlimited choice of manyfold de- 
lights (435): But let us ever praiſe him and extol his OS 
bounty, following our delightful taſk, to prune theſe WE 
growing plants, and. tend theſe flowers, which, were it 
, *toilſome, yet with thee were ſweet. To whom Eve re- 
- Plied thus. 0 thou for whom i and from whom. 


„ 


. 4 * 
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And gem how I was form d, fleſh of thy fleſh, 441 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head, what thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right. 
For we to him indeed all praiſes owe, _ 
And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 445 
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 0 5 
Pre- eminent by ſo much odds, while thou 
Like conſort to thyſelf canſt no where find. 
4. That day J oft remember, when from flecp „ 
I firſt awak' d, and found myſelf repos'd 450 

Under a ſhade: on flowers, much wond'ring where 

And what I was, whence thither brought, and how, 

Not diſtant far from thence a murm' ring ſound | 
Of waters ifſu'd from a cave, and ſpread 


| Into 2 liquid plain, then ſtood v unmoy 8 915 5 


| T was formed, fleſh of hr fleſh, and 1 8 e 1 
am to no end, my guide and head, what thou haſt ſaid 


9 juſt and right. For we indeed owe all praiſes to 
him and daily thanks; I chiefly owe theſe who enjoy 


(445). ſo far the happier lot, enjoying thee pre-eminent 
by ſo much odds, while thou no where canſt find a con- 
ſort like to thyſelf.” That day I oft remember, when 1 
firſt awaked from ſleep, and found myſelf repoſed on 
flowers under a ſhade (450), much wondering where L 
was, and what [ Was, and whence and how I was. 
brought thither. Not far diſtant from thence a mur- 
muring ſound of waters iſſued from a cave, and ſpread 

into a liquid plain, then ſtood unmoyed (455) pure as 


. 
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we a8 the expanſe of heay? "ns, I chither went yy 
With unexperienc'd thought, and laid me down - 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me ſeem'd another ſky. 
As I bent down to look, juſt oppoſite . 40 | 
A ſhape within, the wat” ry. gleam appear Go | 
Bending to look on me: I ſtarted: back, 

It ſtarted back; but pleas d I ſoon return? 4, 
Pleasꝰd it return'd as ſoon with anſw'ring looks 

Of ſympathy and love: There I had fix d 465 
Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain deſire, 
Had not a voice thus warn' d me, What thou ſeeſt, 
What there thou ſeeſt, fair creature, is thyſelf; 
With thee it came and goes: But follow me, 


And Iwill bring thee whe no ſhadow. s 470, 8 
1 | 

the 1 of 3 11 went thither 2 unexperi- 

enced thoughts, and laid me down on the green bank, 

to look into the clear ſmooth lake, that ſeemed to me 

another ſky. As I bent down to look, a ſhape within 

the watery gleam appeared juſt oppoſite bending to look 

on me (460): I ſtarted back, it ſtarted back; but be- | 

ing pleaſed, I ſoon returned, it pleaſed returned as 
ſoon with anſwering looks of ſympathy and love: There 

I had fixed (465) mine eyes till now, and pined with 

vain deſire, had not a voice thus warned me, What 

thou ſeeſt, fair creature, what thou ſeeſt there 1s thy- Rh 

ſelf; with thee it came, and with thee it goes: But 
kollow me, and L will bring thee where no ſhadow, but 


7 . } 
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Thy coming, 3 thy ſoft embraces, he | 
Whoſe image thou art ; him thou ſhalt enjoy 
Inſeparably thine, to ks ſhalt ber 
- Multitudes like thyſelf, and thence bo cal'd 
Mio ther of human race. What could 1 do, 47 5 
But follow ſtrait, inviſibly thus led ? 
Till 1 eſpy d thee, fair indeed and tall, 
Under a platan; yet methought leſs fair 
Leſs winning ſoft, leſs amiably mild, 8 : 
Than that ſmooth wat*ry image: Back nw "ON 
Thou following cry dſt aloud, Return fair Eve, . 


£3 Whom oo thou ? whom thou —_— of him * | 
art, 1 5 | 


3 


| His fleſh, his bone to Neg thee being 1 lent 
of Out of my ſide to thee, neareſt my heart, 


— 


2 
% £ 


ö : | he whoſe image thou art, ſtays thy coming and thy 
ſioft embraces (470): Thou ſhalt enjoy him inſeparably 


thine, and ſhalt bear to him multitudes like thyſelf, 
and thence be called The Mother of Human Race. 
- What could I do (47 5), but follow, ſtrait, led thus in- 


wn _ viſibly ? till I. eſpied thee under a platan, fair indeed 


and tall; yet methought leſs fair, leſs winning ſoft, and 
. leſs amiably mild than that ſmooth watery image: 1 
turned back (480); thou following criedſt aloud, Re- 


| turn, fair Eye, whom flieſt thou? whom thou flieſt, 


| of him thou art his fleſh, his bone; to give thee, be- 2. 
0 e 1 Tous out | of my 1 neateſt my heart, ſubltanz | 
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/ Subſtantial life, to 1 thee by my fi fide e 
Henceforth an individual ſolace dear; 3 
Part of my ſoul I ſeek thee, and thee claim HO, 
My other half. With that thy gentle hand 
Seiz'd mine: I yielded ; and from that time Fay. | 
How beauty is excell'd by manly grace, 490 
And wiſdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So ſpake our general mother, and with eyes 
"Of conjugal attraction unreprov ö 
And meek ſurrender, half embracing lead 


On our firſt father; half her ſwelling breaſt 45 5 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 

Of her looſe treſſes hid; he in delight, _ 
Both of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms, 


Smil'd with ſuperior love, as Jupiter | 


| tial life to thee, henceforth to have thee by my fide an 
individual dear ſolace (485);-I ſeek thee as part of m 
ſoul, and claim thee as my other half: With that thy 
- gentle hand ſeized mine; I yielded, and from that 
time I ſee how beauty 18 excelled by manly grace and - 
' wiſdom, which alone is truly fair (491). So ſpake 5 
our general mother, and with eyes of conjugal attrac © 
tion unreproved, and with meek ſurrender, leaned 
half embracing on our firſt father; half her ſwelling 
8 breaſt (495), hid under the flowing gold of her looſe 
treſſes, naked met his: He, in delight both of her 
beauty and ſubmiſſive charms, ſmiled with ſuperior 


— 


- 


27 PARADISE LOST. Book IV. 


On Juno ſmiles, when he impregns the clouds 50D 
That ſhed May flowers; and preſs'd her matron lip 
: With kiſſes pure: Aſide the devil turn cd 

For envy ; yet with jealous leer malignn 
'Ey'd them aſkanee, and to himſelf thus plain'd. 


Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus theſe two, 


Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 506 


The happier Eden fhall enjoy their fil! 
Of bliſs on bliſs; while I to hell am thruſt, 


5 Where neither joy nor love, but fierce deſire, 


Among our other torments not the leaſt, 5 10 


Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing Pines. 
Vet let me not forget what I have gain*d 
From their on mouths: : All is not theirs „it ems, 3 . 


love (as Jupiter ſmiles on Juno, when he impregns the 


Clouds (500) that ſhed May flowers) and he (Adam) 
preſſed her matron lip with pure kiſſes : The devil 


turned afide for envy, yet he eyed them aſkance with 
jealous and malign leer, and complained to himfelf 
thus. Hateful fight, tormenting fight! thus theſe two 


_ imparadiſed in one another's arms (506), in the hap- 
pier Eden, ſhall enjoy their fill of bliſs on bliſs ; while 
IT am thruſt to hill, where there is neither joy nor love, 


but fierce deſire, which is not the leaſt torment among 


our other torments, and which, being ſtill unfulfilled, 


it pines with pain of longing (5 ro). Yet let me not 


forget what I have gained from their own mouths : All 
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One fatal tree fun ſtands, of- knowledge eall'd, 
Forbidden them to taſte : Knowledge forbidden ? 


Suſpicious, reaſonleſs. Why ſhould their Lord 5 16 


Envy them that? Can it be ſin to know? | 
Can it be death? and do they only ſtand 
By ignorance ? Is that their happy ſtate, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith? 520 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build f 
Their ruin ! Hence I will excite their minds 
With more deſire to know, and to reje& 
Envious commands, invented with deſign 

Io keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 


Equal with gods : Aſpiring to be ſuch, 526 


They taſte and die: What likelier can enſue ? . - 


is not theirs it ſeems; there ſtands one fatal tree, called 
the Tree of Knowledge, which is forbidden them totaſte : 
Knowledge forbidden (515) ? Suſpicious, reaſonleſs. 


Why ſhould their Lord envy them that? Can it 


be fin to know? Can it be death? And do they 
only ſtand by ignorance? Is that their happy ſtate, 
that the proof of their obedience and their faith (520) ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build their ruin ! 
Hence Iwill excite their minds with more deſire to 


know, and to reject envious commands, invented with 


deſign to keep them low, whom knowledge might ex- 
alt equal with gods (525): So, aſpiring to be ſuch, 
they will taſte, and die; What likelier can enſue? 
Mm | 
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But firſt with narrow ſearch T muſt walk round 
This garden, and no corner leave unſpy'd , 529 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wand'ring ſp'rit of heav*n by fountain ſide, 
Or in thick fhade retir'd, from him to draw 
What further would belearn*d. Live while ye may, 
Yet happy pair; enjoy, till I return, 
Short pleaſures, for long woes are to ſucceed. 5 3 5 

So ſaying, his proud ſtep he ſeornful turn'd, 
But with ſly circumſpection, and began 


Thro' wood, thro” waſte, o'er hill, o'er dale, his | 
roam. | 


Mean while in utmoſt longitude, where heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the ſetting ſun 546 
Slowly ee and with right Oo Ts 


| Baut firſt 1 and walk round this den REY narrow 
ſearch, and leave no corner uneſpied; z it is a chance, 
but chance may lead where I may meet (5 30) ſome 
wandering ſpirit of heaven, retired by fountain ſide or 
in thick ſhade, to draw from him what further would 
be learned. Ye happy pair, live while ye may; enjoy 
ſhort pleaſures till I return, for long woes are to ſuc- 
ceed 535). So faying he ſcoruful turned his proud 
ſtep, but with ly circumſpeCtion, and began his roam 
through wood, through waſte, over hill, and over 
dale. Mean while, in the utmoſt longitude (where 
heaven meets with earth and ocean) the ſetting fun _ 
' A349) deſcended ſlowly, and leveled his evening rays 
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Againſt the Eaſtern gate of Paradiſe 
Level'd his evening-rays : It was a rock 
Of alabaſter, pil'd up to the clouds, 
Conſpicuous far, winding with one aſcent 545 
Acceſſible from earth, one entrance high; 
The reſt was craggy cliff, that oyerhung _ 
Still as it roſe, impoſhble to climb, ' | * 
Betwixt theſe rocky pillars Gabriel ſat, 


Chief of th* angelic guards, awaiting night; 5 50 
About him, exercis'd heroic games 


Th' unarmed youn of bear; ny but nigh at hand 


with right ate exact the caſtern gate of Paradiſe. 
It was a rock of alabaſter piled up to the clouds, con- 
ſpicuous far off, and winding with one aſcent acceſſible 
from earth, and one high entrance (546); the reſt was 
_ craggy cliff, that ſtill overhung as it roſe, ſo that it was 
impoſſible to climb it. Gabriel, the chief of the an- 
gelic guards, ſat betwixt theſe rocky pillars awaiting 


night 550); the unarmed youth of heaven exerciſed 
heroic games about as but nigh at hand . ce- 


Verſe g 549. Gabriel, one of the archangels, ſent to ſnow 
Daniel the viſion of the four monarchies and the ſeventy 
Weeks; and alſo to the Virgin Mary, to reveal the incar- 
nation of our Savoiour, Luke i. His name, in the He- 
brew, ſignifies The Man of God, or, The Strength and 
Power of God; very properly poſted by Milton as chief 
of the angelic guards placed about Paradiſe. 


= "— 
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Celeſtial armoury, ſhields, helms, and ſpears, 
Hung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold, 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even. 556 
On a ſun-beam, ſwift as a ſhooting ſtar 

In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fir'd 
Impreſs'd the air, and ſhows the mariner 


From what point of his compaſs to beware 
Impetuous winds : He thus began in haſte. 56 


| Gabriel, to thee thy courſe by lot hath given 
Charge and ſtrict watch, that to this happy uy : 
No evil thing approach or enter in. 

This day at heighth of noon came to my chere 

A ſpirit, zealous, as he ſeem'd, to know 56 5 | 

More of th* Almighty's works, and chiefly Nee 

God's lateſt i N Ihe deſerib'd his way, 


leſtial armoury, ſhields, 8 and ſpears, banks . 


with diamond and with gold. Uriel came thither, 
gliding through the even (555) on a ſun· beam, and 
ſwift as a ſhooting ſtar thwarts the night i in autumn 
(when vapours fired impreſs the air) and ſhows the ma-. 
riner from what point of his compaſs to be ware of im- 
petuous winds : He in haſte began thus (560). Ga- 
briel, thy courſe by lot hath given charge and riet 


Voatch to thee, that no evil thing approach or enter in- 


to this happy place. This day at heighth of noon, a ſpi- 
rit came to my ſphere, zealous, as he ſeem'd, to know - 
(565) more of the Almighty's works, and chiefly man, 
God's lateſt image: 1 deſcribed his way, on which he 
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Bent all on ſpeed, and mark'd his airy gait ; 
But in the mounit that lies from Eden north, 
Where he firit lighted, ſoon diſcern'd his looks 57 
Alien from heav'n, with paſſions foul obſcur'd ; 
Mine eye purſu'd him ſtill, but under ſhade 
\ Loſt ſight of him; One of the baniſh'd crew, 

[ fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raiſe 
New troubles ; him thy care muſt be to find. 575 
To whom the winged warrior thus return'd, 

Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect fight, - 7 

Amid the ſun's bright circle where thou ſitt'ſt, 
See far and wide: In at this gate none paſs 
The vigilance here plac'd, but ſuch as come 580 105 


hn 


was bent with all ſpeed, and marked his airy gait ; but, 
in the mount that lies north from Eden, where he firſt | 
lighted, I ſoon diſcerned his looks ( 570) to be alien 
from heaven, and to be obſcured with foul paſſions: 
Mine eye purſued him ſtill, but loſt fight of him 
under a ſhade: I fear that one of the baniſhed crew 
hath yentured from the deep to raiſe new troubles ; thy 
| care muſt be to find him (575). To whom the winged 
warrior returned an anſwer thus. Uriel, no wonder 
if thy perfect ſight ſee far and wide amid the ſun's 
bright circle, where thou, fitteſt : None paſs the vigi- 
lance of the watch placed here, and enter in at this 


ate, but deen as come (580) from heaveny and are 


1 
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Well known from heav'n; and ſince meridian hour 
No creature thence: If ſp'rit of other ſort, 
So minded, have o' erleap'd theſe earthy bounds 
On purpoſe, hard thou know'lt it to exclude 
Spiritual ſubſtance with corporeal bar. 58 5 
But if within the circuit of theſe walks, 9 
In whatſocver ſhape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'ſt, by morrow dawning I ſhall know. 
So promis'd he; and Uriel to his charge 
Return'd on that bright beam, whoſe point now 
rais*d 
Bore him flope downward to theſun now fall'n 591 


Beneath th' Azores; whither the prime orb, 


— 


well known ; and no creature has come thence ſince the 
meridian hour: If ſpirit of other ſort, ſo minded, have 
overleaped theſe earthy bounds on purpoſe, thou know- 
eſt it is hard to exclude ſpiritual ſubſtance with a 
corporeal bar (585). But if he of whom thou telleſt 
be within the circuit of theſe walks, in whatſoever | 
ſhape he luck, I ſhall know by morrow's dawning. So 
he promiſed ; ; and Uriel returned to his charge on that 
bright beam, whoſe point being now raiſed, bore him 
ſlope downward to the ſun, now fallen (591 ) beneath 
the Azores; whether the prime orb, 332 ſun) incre- 


Fg 9 592. The * are ſeven iſlands in the Atlantic 


Ocean, lying oppoſite Portugal, though at 800-miles di- 
ſtance; they belong to the Portugueze, and, becauſe Ter- 


= 
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Incredible how ſwift, had thither roll d 

Diurnal, or this leſs volubile earth, 

By ſhorter flight to thꝰ eaſt, had left him there 59 

Arraying with reflected purple? and gold 
The clouds that on his weltern throne attend. 


j : 


Now came ſtill evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her ſober livery all things clad ; 

| Silence accompanied ; for beaſt and bird, 600 
They to their graſſy couch, theſe to their neſts 
Were ſlunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale 
She all night long her amorous defcant ſung ; 
Silence was pleas*d : Now glow'd the firmament | 


dible how ſwift, had rolled thither diurnal (i. e. in aday's 


time), or leſs this voluble earth, by a ſhorter flight to 


the eaſt, had left him there (595), arraying with re- 
flected purple and gold the clouds that attend on his 


weſtern throne. Now ftill evening came on, and gray 


twilight had clad all things in her ſober livery ; filence 
accompanied; for beaſt and bird were ſlunk (600) they 


| (the beaſts) to their graſſy couch, theſe (the birds) to 


their neſts, all but the wakeful nightingale z ſhe ſung 
all night long her amorous deſcant ; ſilence was pleaſed: 
And now the firmament glowed with living ſaphires. 


cera is the chief of them, they are ſometimes called the 
Tercera Iſlands. They were named Azores from the great 
number of hawks which were ſeen there, when thoſe 
iſlands were firſt diſcovered in the year 1450. 
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With living ſaphirs: Heſperus that led 608 
The ſtary hoſt, rode brighteſt, till the moon 
Riſing in clouded majeſty, at length he 
Apparent queen unveil'd her peerleſs light, 
And o'er the dark her ſilver mantle threw. 
When Adam thus to Eve. Fair confort, th* hour 
Of night, and all things now retir'd to reſt, 611 
Mind us of like repoſe, fince God hath ſet 
Labour and reſt, as day and night, to men 
Succeſſive; and the timely dew of fleep 
Nov falling, with ſoft ſlumbrous weight, inclines 
Our eyelids : Other creatures all day long 616 
Rove idle unemploy'd, and leſs need reſt ; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
| Appointed, which declares his my: 


Heſperus, that led (605) the ſtarry hoſt, rode brighteſt, 
till the moon riſing in clouded majeſty, at length un- 


veiled her peerleſs light, apparent queen, and threw 
her filver mantle over the dark. When Adam ſpoke thus 


to Eve. Fair conſort, the hour of night, and all things 
being now retired tq reſt (611), mind us of like repoſe, 
fince God hath ſet labour and reſt ſucceſhvely as day 
and night to men; and the timely dew of fleep now 
falling with ſoft ſlumbrous weight, inclines (615) our 
eyelids : Other creatures rove idle and unemployed all 
day long, and need reit leſs than we do; man hath his 
daily work, either of body or mind appointed him, 

which declares his dignity, and the regard of euren on 
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And the. regard of heav'n on all his ways; 620 


While other animals unactive range, 

And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere freſh morning ſtreak the eaſt 
With firſt approach of light, we muſt be rifen, 
And at our pleafant labour, to reform 625 
Yon flow'ry arbours, yonder alleys green, 

Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown, 
That mock our ſcant manuring, and require 
"Mn hands than ours to lop their wanton growth: 
Thoſe bloſſoms alſo, and thoſe dropping gums, 630 
That he beſtrown, unſightly and unſmooth, 


all his ways (620) ; while other animals range unactive, 
and God takes no account of their doings. To mor- 
row, ere freſh morning ſtreak the eaſt with firſt ap- 
proach of light, we muſt be riſen, and be at our plea- 
fant labour, to reform (625) yon flowery arbours, and 
yonder green alleys, where our walk is at noon, and 
which are overgrown with branches, that mock our 
' ſcant manuring, and require more hands than ours to 
lop their wanton growth : Thoſe bloſſoms alſo, and 
thoſe dropping gums (630) that lie beſtrown unſightly 


| Verſe 628. Manuring does not mean dunging the land 
here, which is its uſual fignification, but cultivation by 


manual labour. Perhaps no other author uſe this word 
in that ſenſe. 
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Aſk riddance, if we mean to tread with eaſe: 

Mean while, as nature wills, night bids us reſt. 
To whom thus Eve, with perfect wy a- 
. 

My author and mbpeter, what thou bid 635 

Unargu'd I obey : So God ordains ; 

God is wy law, thou mine : To know no more 

Is woman's happieſt knowledge, and her praiſe. 

With thee converſing I forget all time; | 

All ſeaſons, and their change, all pleaſe alike. 640 


Sweet 1s the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 
With charm of earlieſt birds; pleaſant the ſun, 


and unſmooth, aſk riddance, if we mean to tread with 
eaſe; mean while, as nature wills, night bids us reft. 


To whom Eve, adorned with perfect beauty, replied. 
thus. My author and diſpoſer, what thou bidſt (635), 


7 obey unargued; ſo God ordains ; God is thy law, 
and thou art mine: To know no more is woman 's hap- 
pieſt knowledge and her praiſe. With thee converſing 
forget all time; all ſeaſons and their change, all pleaſe 
alike (640). Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing 
is ſweet, with charm of earlieſt birds; the ſun is plea- 


Verſe 640. All ſeaſons and their change We ſhould un, 
derſtand here the ſeaſons of the day, and not of the year; 

for, in the following charming lines, Eve mentions morn- 
ing, evening, night, the times of the Gs and not the 
ſeaſons of the year, 
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When firſt on this delightful land he ſpreads 8 
His orient beams on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Gliſt' ring with dew; fragrant the fertile earth 545 
After ſoft ſhow'rs; and ſweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild; then ſilent night, 

With this her ſolemn bird, and this fair moon, 
And theſe the gems of heav'n, her ſtarry train: 
But neither breath of morn, when ſhe aſcends 650 

With charm of carlieſt birds; nor riſing ſun 
On this delightful land; nor herb, fruit, flower, 

Gliſt'ring with dew ; nor fragrance after ſhowers 5 | 
Nor grateful evening mild; nor filent night, 
With this her ſolemn bird, nor walk by moon, 655 


ſant, when firſt on this delightful land he ſpreads his 
orient beams on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, gliffere +; # 
ing with dew ; the fragrant earth is fertile (645) after | 
ſhort ſhowers; and ſweet is the coming on of grateful 
and mild evening; then ſilent night, with this her ſo- 
lemn bird, and this fair moon, and theſe the gems of 
heaven her ſtarry train: But neither breath of morn, 
when ſhe aſcends with charm of earlieſt birds (650) ; 
nor riſing ſun on this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, | 
or flower, gliſtering with dew; nor. fragrance after 
ſhowers; nor grateful and mild evening; nor filent 
night with this her ſolemn bird, nor walk by moon 


Verſe 648. Her ſolemn bird the nightingale; which he 
calls elſewhere, moſt muſical, and moſt melancholy, 
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Or glitt'ring ſtar-light, without thee is ſweet. 
But wherefore all nightlong ſhine theſe? for whom 
This glorious ſight, when ſleep hath ſhut all eyes? 
| To whom our general anceſtor reply'd. : | 
Daughter of God and man, accomplith'd Eve, 660 
Theſe have their courſe to finiſh round the earth, 
By morrow ev'ning, and from land to land ; 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniſt'ring light prepar'd, they ſet and riſe; 

Leſt total darkneſs ſhould by night regain . 665 


(655), or glittering ſtar-light, without thee is ſweet. 
But wherefore do theſe ſhine all night long ? for whom 
is this glorious ſight, when ſleep hath'ſhut all eyes? 
To whom our general anceſtor replied. Daughter of 

God and man, accompliſhed Eve (660), theſe have 

their courſe to finiſh round the earth by morrow even- 
ing, and they ſet and riſe in due order from land to 
land, though prepared for miniſtering light to nations 
yet unborn leſt, total darkneſs ſhould by * regain 


Verſe 660. Ss of God and warts Pope, in his ex- 
cellent notes upon Homer, obſerves, that thoſe appellations | 
of praiſe. and honour, with which the heroes in Homer ſo 
frequently ſalute one another, were agreeable to the ſtile 
of the antient times, as appears from ſeveral of the like 
nature in ſcripture. Milton makes our firſt parents almoſt 
always accoſt each other with ſome title, that expreſſes a 


reſpect to the dignity of human nature. 
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Her old poſſeſlicn, and extinguiſh life 

In nature and all things; which theſe ſoft fires ' 

Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 

Of various influence foment and warm, 

Temper or nouriſh, or in part ſhed down 670 

Their ſtellar virtue on all kinds that grow 

On earth, made hereby apter to receive 

Perfection from the ſun's more potent ray. 

Theſe then, tho? unbeheld in deep of night, 674 

Shine not in vain ; nor think, tho? men were none, 

That heav' n wo want Fenn God want 
praiſe: 17 . | 

Millions of e creatures walk the cart 


(66 9 her old —ofeſſion; and extinguiſh life in anon 
and all things, which theſe ſoft fires not only enlighten, | 


but foment and warm with kindly heat of various in- 
fluence, or temper, or nouriſh, or ſhed down (670) in 


part their ſtellar virtue on all kinds that grow on carth, 


made hereby apter to receive perfection from the ſun's 

more potent ray. Theſe then, though unbeheld in 
i deep of night, ſhine not in vain; nor think, though 
men were none (i. e. though there were no men) (675) 
that heaven would want ſpectators, or that God would 
want a Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the 


Verſe 6 678. Millions of ſpiritual creatures, GC Imaginary 


dag the belief of which is warranted Pony by revela: 
tion nor reaſon. | 


= — — p ů ů ů — 
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Unſeen, both when we wake and when we fleep: 
All theſe with ceaſcleſs praiſe his works behold © 
Both day and night: How often from the ſteep 680 
Of ecchoing Hill or thicket, have we heard 
Celeſtial voices 128 


o the mid-night air, 


Sole, or reſponſive each to other's note, 


Singing their great Creator? oft in bands. 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 
With heav'nly touch of initrumental ſounds 686 
In full harmonic number join'd, their ſongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n. 
Thus talking hand in hand alone they paſs'd 
On to their bliſsful bow*r : It was a place 690 
Chog'n by the ſov'reign Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to man's delighttul uſe ; the roof 
earth unſeen; both when we wake and when we fleep: 
All theſe, both day and night, behold his works with 
ccaſeleſs praiſe : How often from the ſteep (680) of 
ecchoing hill or thicket have we heard celeſtial voices 
_ finging their great Creator to the midnight-air, ſole, 
or reſponſive to each other's note? oft, while they keep 
watch in bands, or walk rounding nightly (685), their 
fongs divide the night with heavenly touch of inſtru- 
mental ſounds, joined in full harmonic number, and lift 


our thoughts to heaven. Thus talking, they paſſed hand 


in hand alone on to their bliſsful bower; it was a place 
(690) choſen by the ſovereign ae when he fra- 
med all things to man's delightful uſe; the roof was in- 
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Of thickeſt covert was inwoven ſhade 

Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 

Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either fide 695 

Acanthus, and each odorous buſhy ſhrub, | 

Fenc'd up the verdant wall; each beauteous flower, 

Iris all hues, roſes, and jeſſamin, 

Rear'd high their flouriſh'd heads between, and 
- wrought | 

Moſaic; under foot the violet, KY 700 

| Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider'd the ground, more colour'd than with 

_ ſtone 

of coſtlieſt emblem: Other creature here, 

Beaſt, bird, inſect, or worm, durſt enter none; 

Such was their awe of man. In ſhadier bower 705 


woven ſhade of laurel and myrtle of thickeſt covert, 
and what grew higher was of firm and fragrant leaf; 
acanthus, and each odorous buſhy ſhrub, fenced up 
the verdant wall on either fide (695); each beauteous 
flower, Iris of all hues, roſes and jeſſamin, reared high 
their flouriſhed heads between, and were wrought like 
Moſaic work; the violet (700), crocus, and hyacinth, 
with rich inlay, embroidered the ground under foot, 
which was more coloured than with ſtone of coſtlieſt 

emblem: Of other creature, ſuch as beaſt, bird, in- 5 
ſect, or worm, none durſt enter here, ſuch was their 
awe of man. Pan or Sylvanus, nor Nymph nor Fau- 


CY 
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More facred and Cqueſier'd, though but feign 'Q; . 
Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor nymph, 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in cloſe receſs, 
With flowers, garlands, and fweet-ſmelling herbs 
Eſpouſed Eve deck'd firſt her nuptial bed, 710 
And heav'nly quires the hymenzan ſung, 
What day the genial angel to our fire 
Brought her, in naked beauty more adorn'd 
More lovely, than Pandora, whom the gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts, and O too like 715 


nus, never ſleeped nor haunted in a ſhadier (705) or 
more ſacred and ſequeſtered bower, though but feigned. 
Here in cloſe receſs eſpouſed Eve firſt decked her nup- 
tial bed with flowers, garlands, and ſweet-ſmelling 
berbs (710), and heavenly quires ſung the hymenæan, 
what day the genial angel brought her in naked beau- 
ty to our fire, more adorned and more lovely than Pan- 
dora, whom the gods cndowed with all their gifts, and 


| Verſe 507. Pan is the fabulous god of ſhepherds, and 
of all country-affairs. By Pan, mythologiſts underſtand 
- univerſal nature. Sylvanus i is the poetical god of woods. 
Faunus, or rather Fauni, in the plural number, were o- 
ther imaginary demi- gods, preſiding over fields, peculiar 
to the Romans, but unknown to the Greeks. 


Verſe 714. Heſiod is the firſt author we have extant 


who mentions the fable of Pandora; The ſtory is this. 


Promotheus, the ſon of Japhet, or Japetus, ſtole fire 


af — 


— 
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In fad event, when to th' unwiſer ſon | 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes, ſhe inſnar*d 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'd 


On him who had ſtole Jove's authentic fire. 
Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, both ſtood, 


Both turn'd, and under open ſky ador'd 720 
The God that made both ſky, air, earth, and heav'n, 
Which they beheld, the moon's reſplendent globe, 


O too like (715) in ſad event, when brought by Her- 
mes to the unwiſer ſon of Japhet, ſhe enſnared man- 
kind with her fair looks, to be avenged on him who 
had ſtole Jove's authentic fire. Thus arrived at their 
ſhady lodge, both ſtood (720), and both turned, and, 
under the open ſky, adored the God that made both 
Aky, air, earth, and heaven, and the moon's reſplen- 


from heaven, Jove's authentic or original fire, at which 
Jupiter being angry, employed Vulcan to form a fine wo- 
man, on whom all the gods beſtowed ſeverally their gifts 
to make her the more charming; whence the had her 
name, Pandora; and gave her a box, in which all evils 
were incloſed, which ſhe carried by Jupiter's order, being 
conducted by Hermes (Mercury) to Epimetheus, the bro- 
ther of Prometheus, who imprudently, and contrary to ; 
his brother's advice, opened it, and thereupon all theſe 
evils were ſcattered upon the earth, and only hope re- 
mained at the bottom of the box. 


Oo. 
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And ſtarry pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, 725 
Which we in our appointed work employ'd 
Have finiſh*d, happy in our mutual help, 
And mutual love, the crown of all our bliſs _ 
Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious place, 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 7 30 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou haſt promis'd from us two a race 


To fill the earth, who ſhall with us extol 
Thy goodneſs infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we ſeek, as now, thy gift of ſleep. 735 
This ſaid unanimous, and other rites | 
Obſerving none, but adoration pure, 
Which God likes belt, into their inmoſt bower 
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dent globe, and ſtarry pole, which they beheld : Thou, 
omnipotent Maker, alſo madeſt the night, and thou 
madeſt the day (725), which we have finiſhed employ- 
ed in our appointed work, happy in our mutual help 
and mutual love, the crown of all our bliſs ordained by 
" thee, and happy in this delicious place too large for us, 
where thy abundance wants partakers (730), and falls 
to the ground uncropt. But thou haſt promiſed a race 
from us two to fill the earth, who ſhall with us extol 
thy infinite goodneſs, both when we wake, and when 
wie ſeek, as we now do, thy gift of ſleep (7 55). This 
they ſaid unanimous, and obſerving no other rites but 
pure adoration, which God likes beſt, they went hand- 
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Handed they went, and eas'd the putting off 
Theſe troubleſome diſguiſes which we wear, 740 
Strait ſide by fide were laid; nor turn'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fair ſpouſe, nor Eve the rites 
Myſterious of connubial love refus'd : ; = 
Whatever hypocrites auſterely talk | 
Of purity, and place, and innocence, 7245 
Detaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all, 
Our Maker bids increaſe; who bids abſtain, 
But our deſtroyer, foe to God and man? 
Hail wedded love, myſterious law, true fource 7 50 
Of human offspring, ſole propriety 
In Paradiſe of all things common elſe. + 
By thee adult'rous luſt was driy'n from men 


ed into their-inmoſt bower; and, cafed'of the putting 
off theſe troubleſome diſguiſes which we wear (740), 

they ſtrait were laid fide by fide; nor turned Adam, 1 
ween, from his fair ſpouſe, nor refuſed Eve the myſte- 
rious rites of connubial love: Whatever hypocrites au- 
ſterely talk of purity, and place, and innocence (745), - 
defaming as impure what God declares to be pure, and 
commands to ſome, but leaves free to all. Our 


Maker bids increaſe ; who bids abſtain but our deftroyer, 7 


who 18 foe to God and man? Hail wedded love, my- 
ſterious law, true ſource (750) of human offspring, ſole 


propriety in Paradiſe of (among) all things common 
elſe. By thee adulterous luſt was driven from men to 
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Among the beſtial herds to range; by thee _ 
Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 755 
Relations dear, and all the charities 3 
Of father, ſon, and brother, firſt were known. 
Far be it, that I ſhould write thee fin or blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holieſt place, 
Perpetual fountain of domeſtic ſweets, 760 
Whoſe bed is undefil'd and chaſte pronounc'd 
Preſent, or paſt, as ſaints and patriarchs us'd. 
Here love his golden ſhafts employs, here lights 
His conſtant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 


range among the beſtial herds ; by thee, founded in ; 
_ reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, and dear relations (75 5), 
and all the charities of father, ſon, and brother, 
firſt were known. Far be it from me to write 
thee ſin or blame, or think thee unbefitting holieſt 
place, thou perpetual fountain of domeſtic ſweets (760), 
whoſe bed is pronounced chaſte and undefiled, either 
preſent or paſt, as ſaints and patriarchs uſed. Here 
love employs his golden ſhafts, here he lights his con- 
ſtant lamp, and waves his purple wings; here he reigns 


— * 


Verſe 756. Charities is uſed in the Latin ſignification, 
and, like caritates, comprehends all the relations, all- the 
endearments of conſanguinity and affinity. It is uſed like- 
wiſe in this manner in the Italian, and by Taſſo in che | 
ore which Milton is here 1 imitating. 


——— —— —— 
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Reigns here and revels; not in the bought ſmile 765 

Of harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unendear'd, 

Caſual fruition; nor in court-amours, | 

Mix'd dance, or wanton maſk, or midnight- ball, 

Or ſerenate, which the ſtarv'd lover ſings 

To his proud fair, beſt quitted with diſdain. 770 

Theſe, lull'd by nightingales, embracing flept z 

And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof 

Show'r'd roſes, which the morn repair*d. Sleepon, 

Bleſs'd pair; and O yet happieſt, if ye ſeek 

No happier ſtate, and know to know no more, 7 - 5 
Now had night meaſur'd with her ſhadowy cone 

Half way up hill this vaſt ſublunar vault, | 

And from their | ivory port the Cherubim 

Forth iſſuing at th' accuſtom'd hour, ſtood armd 


and revels; not in the a ſmile of harlots (6 505 
that loveleſs, joyleſs, unendeared, and caſual fruition; 
nor in court-amours, mixed dance, or wanton maſk, 
or midnight-ball, or ſerenate, which the ſtarved lover» 
ſings to his proud fair, beſt that ſhe were quitted with 
diſdain (770). Theſe embracing flept lulled by night- 
ingales, and the flowery root ſhowered roſes on their 
naked limbs, which roſes the morn repaired. Sleep on, 

| bleſt pair; and O yet happieſt, if ye ſeek no happier 
ſtate, and but know to know no more (775). Now 
night with her ſhadowy cone had meaſured half way up 
the hill of this vaſt ſublunar vault, and the Cherubim 


iſſuing forth at the. accuſtomed hour from their ivory 
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To. their night-watches in warlike parade; 780 
When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus ſpake. 
Uzziel, half theſe draw off, and coaſt the ſouth 
| With ſtricteſt watch; theſe other wheel the north 
Our circuit meets full weſt. As flame they part, 
Half wheeling to the ſhield, half to the ſpear. 78. 5 
From theſe, two ſtrong and ſubtle ſp'rits he calPd 
That near him ſtood, and gave them thus in charge. 
Ithuriel and Zephon, with winged ſpeed 
Search thro' this garden, leave unfearch*dnonook ; 
But chiefly where thoſe two fair creatures _ 


port, ſtood armed to their night-watches in warlike 
parade (780); when Grabriel ſpake thus to his next in 
power. Uzziel, draw off half of theſe, and coaſt the 
ſouth with ſtricteſt watch; wheel theſe other to the 
north; our circuit meets full weſt, They part as 
flame, half wheeling to the ſhield, half to the ſpear 
(785). From theſe that ſtood near him, he called two 
ſtrong and ſubtle ſpirits, and gave them thus in charge. 
Ithuriel and Zephon, ſearch through this garden with 
winged ſpeed, leave no nook unſearched ; but chiefly 
ſearch where thoſe two fair creatures lodge (790), now 


"Verſe 782. Uriel, che next commanding angel to Ga- 
briel, is a Hebrew name, ſignifying the Strength of God. 
Verſe 788. Ithuriel and Zephon are two Hebrew names, 


the former ſignifying th Diſcovery of God, and the Tater 
= ener, e 
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Now laid perhaps aſleep, ſecure of harm. 791 
This evening from the ſun's decline arrivd. 
Wbo tells of ſome infernal ſpirit ſeen 
Hitherward bent (who could have e I e- 
ſcapꝰd 
The bars of hell, on errand bad no FEA : 798 
Such where ye find, ſeize faſt, and hither bring. 
So ſaying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon; theſe to the bow'r direct, 
In ſearch of whom 3 ein . there _ 
found | 
Squat like a toad, cloſe at the ear 05 Eve, go 
Aſſaying by his deviliſh art to reach | 
The organs of her fancy', and with them forge 
| Ilufions- as he liſt, phantaſms and dreams, 


perhaps laid aſleep, and ſecure of harm. This evening 
Uriel arrived from the ſun's decline, who tells of ſome 
infernal ſpirit ſeen and bent hitherward (who could 
have thought it ?) who hath eſcaped the bars of hell, 
no doubt on a bad errand (795) : Such a ſpirit ſeize 
faſt wherever ye find him, and bring him hither. So 
ſaying, he led on his radiant files dazzling the moon; 
theſe two (Ithuriel and Zephon) went directly to the 
; bower in ſearch of whom they ſought : There they 
found him ſquat like a toad, cloſe at the ear of Eve 
| (800), aſſaying by his deviliſh art to reach the organs 
of her fancy, and with them to forge illuſions, phan- | 
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Or if, ien venom, he might taint 

* h' animal ſpirits, that from pure blood ariſe 805 
. Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raiſe 
At leaſt diſtemper'd, diſcontented thoughts, 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deſires, 

Blown up with high conceits ingend'ring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his ſpear 816 


Touch'd lightly ; for no falſchood can endure 
Touch of celeſtial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likeneſs: Up he farts 
Diſcover'd and ſurpris'd. As when a ſpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 
Fit for the tun ſome magazine to ſtore 
Againſt a rumour'd war, the ſmutty grain 


— 


taſms, and dreams, as he liſted, or aſſaying if, by in- 
ſpiring venom, he might taint the animal ſpirits that a- 
riſe from pure blood (80 5) like as gentle breaths (airs) 
ariſe from pure rivers, thence to raiſe at leaſt diſtem- 


pered and diſcontented thoughts, vain hopes, vain 


aims, and inordinate deſires, blown up with high con- 
ceits, and ingendering pride. Ithuriel touched him 
thus intent lightly with his ſpear (8 10) ; for no falſe- 
hood can endure the touch of celeſtial temper, but that 
it returns of force to its own likeneſs : Up he ſtarts diſ- 

covered and ſurpriſed. As when a ſpark lights on a 
heap of nitrous powder laid (815) fit for the tun (barrel) 
in order to ſtore ſome magazine againſt a rumoured 


*- 


* 
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With ſudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the air; 


So ſtarted up in his own ſhape the fiend. 


Back ſtept thoſe two fair angels, half amaz'd 820 


So ſudden to behold the griſly King; 
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoſt him ſoon. 
Which of thoſe rebel ſp'rits adjudg'd to hell 


Com'ſt thou, eſcap'd thy pr iſon ? and transform'd, 


Why ſatt'ſt thou like an enemy in wait, 825 
_. Here watching at the head of theſe that ſleep ? 


Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, fill'd with ſcorn, 


| Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 


For you, there ſitting where ye durſt not ſoar : 


Not to know me argues yourſelves unknown, 830 
The loweſt of your throng ; or if ye know, 


war, the ſmutty grain diffuſed with ſudden blaze in- 
flames the air: So the fiend ſtarted up in his own ſhape. 


Thoſe two fair angels ſtept back half amazed (8 20) to 


behold the grifly king fo ſuddenly ; yet unmoved with : 
fear, ſoon accoſt him thus. Which of thoſe rebel 
| ſpirits adjudged to hell comeſt thou, having eſcaped 
thy priſon ? and why ſatteſt thou transformed like an 
enemy in wait (825), watching here at the head of 


theſe that ſleep? Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, filled 
with ſcorn, know ye not me? ye knew me, once no 


mate for you, ſitting there where ye durſt not ſoar : 


Not to know me argues yourſelves unknown (830), 


and to be the loweſt of your throng 3 or if ye know, | 


P p 
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Why aſk ye, and ſuperfluous begin 
Your meſſage, like to end as much in vain? 
To whom thus Zephon, anſw'ring ſcorn with 
ſcorn. 5 
Think not, revolted ſp? rit, thy ſhape the ſame, 835 


Or undiminiſh'd brightneſs to be known, 
As when thou ſtood'ſt in heav'n upright and pure; 


That glory then, when thou no more waſt good, 


Departed from thee; and thou reſembleſt now 
Thy ſin and place of cg obſcure and foul. 840 


But come, for thou, be ſure, ſhalt give account 


To him who ſent us, whoſe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and theſe from harm. 
So ſpake the Cherub, and his grave rebuke, 


why aſk ye, and begin your meſſage with ſuperfluous 


words, which is like to end as much in vain? To 
whom Zephon thus replied, anſwering ſcorn with ſcorn. 


Think not, revolted ſpirit, thy ſhape to be the ſame 


(835), or that thy undiminiſhed brightneſs is to be 
known now as when thou itoodeſt in heaven upright 
and pure; that glory departed from thee when thou 
waſt no more good; and thou refembleſt now thy ſin 
and thy obſcure and foul place of doom (840). But 
come, for thou, to be ſure, ſhalt give an account to 
him who ſent us, whoſe charge it ãs to keep this place 
inviolable, and theſe fair creatures from harm. So the 


Cherub ſpake; and his grave rebuke, ſevere in youth- 
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Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 45 

Invincible: Abaſh'd the devil ſtood, a \ 

And felt how awful goodneſs i is, and ſaw | 

Virtue? in her ſhape how lovely; ſaw, and pin'd 

His loſs; but chiefly to find here obſerv'd 

His luſtre viſibly impair'd; yet ſeem'd 850 

Undaunted. If I muſt contend, faid he, 

Beſt with the beſt, the ſender, not the {ent, 

Or all at once; more glory will be won, 

Or leſs be loſt, Thy fear, ſaid Zephon bold, 

Will fave us trial what the leaſt can do 855 

Single againſt thee wicked, and thence weak. 
The fiend replied not, overcome with rage 

But like a proud ſteed rein'd, went haughty on, 


ful beauty, added invincible grace (845): The devil 
ſtood abaſhed, and felt how awful goodneſs is, and ſaw 
how lovely virtue is in her native ſhape; he ſaw, and 
pined at his loſs ; but chiefly to find that his luffre was 
obſerved here to be viſibly impaired ; yet he ſeemed 
undaunted (850), If I muſt contend, ſaid he, it is 


beſt to contend with the beſt, with the ſender and not - 


with the ſent, or with all at once; the more glory will 
be thereby won, or the leſs glory will be loſt. Thy 
fear, ſaid Zephon bold, will fave us. trial, what the 
leaſt of us can do ſingle againſt thee wicked (855), and 
_ thence weak. The fiend replied not, being overcome 
with rage; but went haughty on like a proud ſteed 
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Champing his, iron curb : To ſtrive or fly 


He held it vain; awe from above had quell'd 860 


His heart, not elſe diſmay'd. Now drew they nigh 


The weſtern 2 25 where thoſe half. rounding 
guards T4 ES | 


Juſt met, and clofing ſtood in ſquadron j join'd, 


Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud. 86 5 
O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 


Haſting this way, and now by glimpſe diſcern * 


Ithuriel and Zephon through t the ſhade ; 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 


But faded ſplendor wan; who by his gate 870 


And fierce demeanor ſeems the prince of hell, 


- 


| when reined, and champing his iron curb. He held 


it vain either to ſtrive or fly; awe from above had 
quelled (860) his heart, not elſe diſmayed. Now they 
drew nigh the weſtern point, where thoſe half-round- 


ing guards juſt met, and cloſing ſtood joined in ſqua- 


dron, awaiting next command. To whom Gabriel, 
their chief, called aloud from the front thus (365). O0 


friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet haſting this 
way, and now by glimpſe diſcern Ithuriel and Zephon 


through the ſhade, and with them comes a third of re- 
gal port, but of faded and wan ſplendor ; who by his 


gate and fierce demeanor ſeems to be the prince of hell 
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Not likely to part hence without conteſt; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance wo 
He ſcarce had ended, when thoſe two ap | 
proach'd, 
And brief related whom they 8 found, 
How buſied, in what form and poſture couch'd. 876 
To whom with ſtern regard thus Gabriel ſpake. 
Why haſt thou, Satan, broke the bounds preſcrib?d 
To thy tranſgreſſions, and diſturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranſgreſs 889 
By thy example, but have pow'r and right. 
To queſtion thy bold entrance on this place; 
Employ'd, it ſeems, to violate ſleep, and thoſe 
Whoſe dwelling God hath planted here in bliſs? 


(871), and is not likely to part hence without conteſt 
ſtand firm therefore, for defiance lours in his look. He | 
had ſcarce ended theſe words, when thoſe two (Ithuriel 
and Zephon) approached, and briefly related whom they 
had brought, where they found him, how he was buſi- 
ed, and in what form and poſture he was couched (876). 
To whom Gabriel ſpake with ſtern regard thus. Why 
haſt thou, Satan, broke the bounds preſcribed to thy 
tranſgreſſions, and diſturbed the charge of others, who 

approve not to tranſgreſs (880) by thy example, but 

who have power and right to queſtion thy bold en- 

trance on this place; which is employed it ſeems to vio- 


late * and thoſe whoſe W wh hath _— 


a 
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To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 


Gabriel, thou hadit in heav'n the eſteem of wiſe, 


And ſuch L held thee ; but this queſtion aſk'd 
Pats me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break looſe from hell, 
Though thither doom*d? Thou wouldit thyſelf, no 
doubt, va . 890 
And boldly venture to whatever . 
Fartheſt from pain, where thou * hope to 
change ; 
Torment with cafe, and foonelt tecompenſe 
Dole with delight, which in this place I ſought ; 
To thee no reaſon, who know'ſt only good, 89 ; 
But evil haſt not try'd : And wilt object 
His will who bound us ? Let him ſurer bar 


here in bliſs? To whom Satan with contemptuous 


| brow replied thus (885). Gabriel, thou hadſt in hea- 


ven the eſteem of being wife, and ſuch I held thee : 
But this queſtion that thou haſt aſked puts me in doubt. 
Lives there any one who loves his pain? who would 


not, finding way, break looſe from hell, though thi- 


ther doomed ? Thou wouldft thyſelf, no doubt(890), and 
wouldſt boldly venture to whatever place was fartheſt + 


from pain, where thou mighteſt hope to change tor- 


ment with eaſe, and ſooneſt recompenſe dole with de- 
light, which I ſought in this place; it is no reaſon to 
thee, who knoweſt only good (895), _but haſt not tried 
evil: And wilt thou object his will who bound us? Let 
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His i iron gates, if he intends our ſtay 

In that dark durance : Thus much what was aſk'd. 

The reſt is true, they found me where they fay ; 

But that implies no violence or harm. 901 
Thus he in ſcorn. The warlike angel monk} 

Diſdainfully half ſmiling, thus replied. 


O loſs of one in heav'n to judge of wile, 


Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 905 


And now returns him from his priſon *ſcap'd, , 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe 

Or not, who aſk what boldneſs brought him hither 
Unlicenc'd from his bounds in hell preſcrib'd; 
So wiſe he judges it to fly from pain 910 
However, and to *ſcape his puniſhment. 


him bar his iron gates ſurer, if he intends our ſtay i in 
that dark durance: Thus much I have anſwered to 
hat was aſked. The reſt is true, they found me 
where they ſay (ooo); but that implies not violence or 
harm. Thus he ſpoke in ſcorn. The warlike angel, 
being moved with deriſion, half ſmiling, replied diſ- 
dainfully thus. O the loſs of one in heaven to judge 
of what is wiſe ſince Satan fell, whom folly overthrew 
(905), and now returns him eſcaped from his priſon, 
gravely in doubt whether to hold them wiſe or not, who 
aſk what boldneſs brought him hither unlicenced from 
his preſcribed bounds in hell; ſo wiſe however he 
Judges: it to fly from pain (910), and to eſcape his pu- 
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So judge thou {till, ** till the wrath, 
Which thou incurr'ſt by flying, meet thy flight 
Sev'nfold, and ſcourge that wiſdom back to hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 

But wherefore thou alone? wherefore with thee. 
Came not all hell broke looſe ? is pain to them 
Leſs pain, leſs to be fled? or thou than they 
Leſs hardy to endure ? courageous chief! 920 
The firſt in flight from pain! Hadſt thou alledg'd 
To thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 
Thou ſurely hadſt not come ſole fugitive. 
To whichthe fiend thus anſwer'd, frowning ſtern. 
Not that I leſs endure, or ſhrink from pain, 925 


niſhment. Judge till ſo, thou preſumptuous fiend, 
till the wrath, which thou incurreſt by flying from it, 
meet thy flight ſevenfold, and ſcourge that wiſdom 
back to hell, which taught thee yet no better, than that 
no pain (915) can equal infinite anger provoked. But 
wherefore art thou alone ? wherefore came not all hell 
broke looſe with thee? is pain to them leſs pain than 
| to thee, or leſs to be fled from? or art thou leſs hardy 


than they are to endure pain? O courageous chief 


(920)! thou to be the firſt in flight from pain] Hadſt 
thou alledged to thy deſerted hoſt this cauſe of flight, 
thou ſurely hadſt not come a fugitive ſole (i. e. alone). 
To which ſpeech the fiend frowning ſternly anſwered 
thus. Inſulting angel, it is not that I Jeſs endure or 


» 
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Inſulting angel; well thou know'ſt I ſtood 
Thy fierceſt, when in battle to thy aid 
The blaſting vollied thunder made all ſpecd, 
And ſeconded thy elſe not dreaded ſpear. | 
But ſtill thy words at random, as before, 930 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves 

From hard aſſays and ill ſucceſſes paſt 

A faithful leader, not to hazard all 


Through ways of danger by himſelf untry'd : 

I, therefore, I alone firſt undertook 935 
To wing the deſolate abyſs, and ſpy 

This new created world, Whereof in hell 

Fame is not ſilent, here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my afflicted powers 


Io ſettle here on earth, or in mid air; 940 


ſhrink from pain (925); thou well knoweſt I ſtood thy 
fierceſt attack, when in battle the blaſting vollied thun- 
der-made all ſpeed to thy aid, and ſeconded thy ſpear, 
elſe not at all dreaded. But thy words, ſpoken at ran- 
dom as before (930), ſtill argue thy inexperience of 
what behoves a leader, from hard affays and paſt il! 
ſucceſſes, not to hazard all his hoſt through ways of 
danger untried by himſelf: I therefore, I alone firſt 


| undertook (935) to wing the deſolate abyſs, and ſpy 
this new created world (whereof fame is not filent in 


hell) in hope to find here a better abode, and to ſettle 
my afflicted powers here on earth, or in mid air (940); 


Qq 
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Though for poſſeſſion put to try once more 


What thou and thy gay legions dare againſt; 


Whoſe eaſier buſineſs were to ſerve their Lord 
High up in heav'n, with ſongs to hymn his throne, 


And practis'd diſtances to cringe, not fight. 945 
To whom the warrior angel ſoon reply'd. 


To ſay and ſtrait unſay, pretending firſt 


Wiſe to fly pain, profeſſing next the ſpy, 
Argues no leader but a liar trac'd, 


Satan, and couldſt thou faithful add? O name,” 


O facred name of faithfulneſs profan di 1 $I 


Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious « 8 
Army of fiends, fit body to fit head. 
Was this your diſcipline and faith engag 2 


* 


though, for taking poſſeſſion of either of theſe, I ſhould 
be put to try once more what thou and thy gay legions 


dare againſt me; whoſe eaſter buſineſs were to ſerve 
their Lord high up in heaven, and with ſongs to hymn _ 


his throne, and to cringe with practiſed diſtances, not 
to fight (945). To whom the warrior angel ſoon re- 


plied. Satan, to ſay and ſtrait to unſay, pretending | 
firſt that thou waſt wiſe to fly pain, and next profeſſing 


the ſpy, argues no leader but a traced liar ; and couldſt 
thou add the name Faithful? O name (950), O ſacred 


name of faithfulneſs profaned ! faithful to whom? to 


thy rebellious crew? an army of fiends, a fit body to 
their fit head. Was this your diſcipline and faith, and 
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Your military obedience, t to diflolve, - 955 
Allegiance to th? acknowledg'd Pow'r ſupreme ? 
And thou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldſt ſeem 


Patron of liberty, who more than thou 


Once fawn'd, and cring*d, and ſervily ador* d 
Heav'n's awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in hope 
To diſpoſſeſs him, and thyſelf to reign? | 961 


But mark what I arreed thee now, Avant; | 
Fly thither whence thou fledft : If from this hour 


Within theſe hallow'd limits thou appear, 


Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, 965 


And ſeal thee ſo, as henceforth not to ſcorn 
The facile gates of hell too flightly barr'd. 
80 threaten'd he; but Satan to no threats 


- your military obedience engaged to diſſolve allegiance 
to the acknowledged ſupreme Power (956) ! And thou, 5 
Mly hyprocrite, who now wouldſt ſeem a patron of li- 
berty, who fawned, and cringed, and ſervily adored 
| heaven's awful Monarch more than thou once didſt ? 
 wherefore (i. e, for what reaſon) but in hope (960) to 
| diſpoſſeſs him, and to reign thyſelt : But mark what 1 


arreed thee now, Avant; fly thither whence thou fled- 
eſt : For if from this hour thou appear within theſe hal- 
lowed limits, I drag thte chained back to the infernal 
pit (965), and ſeal thee ſo, as henceforth not to ſcorn 


the facile gates of hell as too ſlightly barred. 90 he | 
threatened ; but Satan gave no heed to threats, but, 
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Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, reply d. 
Then when J am thy captive talk of chains, 970 
Proud limitary Cherub, but ere then OE 
Far heavier load thyſelf expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though heav'n's King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers., 
Us d to the yoke, draw'ſt his triumphant wheels 
In progreſs thro? the road of heav*n ſtar-pav'd. 976 
While thus he ſpake, th* angelic ſquadron bright _ 
Turn'd fiery red, ſharp*ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round | 
With ported ſpears, as thick as when a field 980 
Ot Ceres ripe for harveſt waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Says them; the careful plowman doubting ſtands, 


waxing more in rage, replied. Proud limitary Che- 
_ rub, when I am thy captive, talk of chains then (970), 

but ere then expect to feel far heavier load thyſelf from 
my prevailing arm, though heaven's King ride on thy 
wings, and thou with-thy compeers, uſed to the yoke, 
draweſt his triumphant wheels (97 5) in progreſs throꝰ 
the road of ſtar-paved heaven. While he thus ſpake, 
the bright angelic ſquadron turned fiery red, ſharpen- 
ing their phalanx in mooned horns, and began to 
hem him round with porte ſpears, as thick as 
when a field (980) of Ceres ripe for harveſt bends her 
bearded grove of ears, waving which way the wind 
{ways them; while the careful plowman ſtands doubt- 


| Leſt on the threſhing- floor his hopeful ſhaves 
Prove chaff. On th* other fide, Satan alarm'd, 98g 
Collecting all his might, dilated ſtood, 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd ; 
His ſtature reach'd the ſky, and on his creſt 
Sat Horror plum'd; nor wanted in his graſp 
What ſeem'd both ſpear and — Now dread- 
ful deeds | 
Might have enſu'd, nor only Paradiſe = 99 1 b. 
In this commotion, but the ſtarry cope 
Of heav'n perhaps, or all the elements 
At leaſt had gone to wreck, diſtyrb'd and torn 


ing, leſt his hopeful ſheaves prove chaff on the threſh- 
ing - floor. On the other ſide, Satan being alarmed 

(985), and collecting all his might, ſtood dilated and 
unremoved like Teneriff or Atlas ; His ſtature reached 
the ſky, and Horror fat plumed on his creſt; nor 
wanted he in his graſp what ſeemed both ſpear and 

ſhield. | Now dreadful deeds might have enſued, nor, 


in this commotion, Paradiſe only, but perhaps the 
ſtarry cope of heaven, or at leaſt all the elements, had 
L to wreck, by yon NOREEN and torn wa vio- 


Verſe 957 Tenerißf, cell called the The Peak of 


Teneriff, is a prodigious high mountain, in one of the Ca- 
nary iſlands of the ſame name. Atlas is a very high moun- 
tain in that part of Africa called Mauritania 1 


pee upon the Atlantic ocean. 
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With violence of this conflict, had not ſoon. 995 
Th' Eternal, to prevent ſuch horrid fray, 
Hung forth in heav'n his golden ſcales, yet ſeen 
Betwixt Aſtrea and the Scorpion ſign, 


W herein all things created firſt he weigh'd, 

The pendulous round earth with balanc'd air 1 000 
In counterpoiſe, now ponders all events, 

Battles and realms : In theſe he put two weights, 
The ſequel each of parting and of fight ; | 
The latter quick up few, and kick'd the beam ; 


lence of this conflict, had not (995) the Eternal, to 
prevent ſuch horrid fray, ſoon hung forth in heaven 
his golden ſcales, which are yet ſeen betwixt Aſtrea 
and the fign of the Scorpion, wherein he firſt weighed 
all created things, the pendulous round earth with ba- 
lanced air (1000) in counterpoiſe, and now ponders all 
events, battles and realms : In theſe he put two weights, 
| each of them the ſequel of parting and of fight; the 
latter flew up quick, and kicked the beam ; which 


Verſe 997. Li ra, one of the twelve ſigns of the Zodiac, 
is the Latin name for a balance or pair of ſcales. This 
ſign is placed between Aſtrea (Which is another name for 

Virgo) and Scorpio. Aſtrea lived in the golden age, and 

was the reputed goddeſs of Juſtice. She, of all the deities 

that lived on earth, was the laſt that fled to heaven, her 
native ſeat, offended with the vices of mankind. The 

Poets gave her a place among the ſtars, under the deno- | 

— mination of Virgo, 0 or ma Maid. 
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Which Gabriel ſpying, thus beſpake the fiend. 1005 


Satan, I know they ſtrength, and thou know'ſt 


mine; 
Neither our own, but giv'n: What folly then 
To boaſt what arms can do? ſince thine no more 
Than heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubled 


now 


To trample thee as mire : For proof look up, 1010 ; 


And read thy lot in yon celeſtial ſign, 
Where thou art weigh'd, and __ how light, 


| how weak, 
If thou reſiſt, The fiend look*d up, _ hive: 


His mounted ſcale aloft : Nor more ; > but fled 


Murm' ring, and with him fled the ſhades of night. 


Gabriel ſpying, beſpoke the fiend thus (1005). Satan, 


I know thy ſtrength, and thou knoweſt mine, neither 
of them are our own, but given us; what folly is it 
then to boaſt what arms can do? ſince thine can do no 
more than heaven permits, nor can mine do more, 
though doubled now to trample thee as mire : For proof 
look up, and read thy lot in yon celeſtial ſign (1011), 
where thou art weighed, and art ſhown how light, how 


weak, if thou refiſt, The fiend looked up, and knew 


| his mounted ſcale aloft : He ſaid no more; but fled 
murmuring, and the ſhades of night fled with him 


(1015). 


The ENp of the FourTa Book, 


TEE ARGUMENT of Book V. 


MoRNING e Eye 1 to Adam her trou- 
bleſome dream; he likes it not, yet comforts her: 
They come forth to their day-labours: Their morn- 
ing hymn at the door of their bower. God, to ren- 
der man inexcuſable, ſends Raphael to admoniſh him 


of bis obedience, of his free eſtate, of his enemy near 
at hand, who he is, and why his enemy, and what- 
ever elſe may avail Adam to know. Raphael comes 
down to Paradiſe; his appearance deſcrib'd; his 
4 coming diſcern'd by Adam afar off ſitting at the door 
of his bower; he goes out to meet him, brings him 
8 to his lodge, entertains him with the choiceſt fruits 
of Paradiſe, got together by Eve; their diſcourſe at 
po table: Raphael performs his meſſage, minds Adam 
| of his ſtate and of his enemy ; relates, at Adam's 
requeſt, who that enemy is, and how he came to be 
fo, beginning from his firſt revolt in heaven, and 
the occaſion thereof; how he drew his legions after 
him to the parts of the north, and there incited 
them to rebel with him, perſuading all but only 
5 Abaiel a Seraph, who in argument diſſuades and 
| To oppoſes him, then forſakes him. 1 
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„„ 0-3 
OW morn her roſy ſteps in th eaſtern clime 
Advancing, fow'd the earth with orient pearl, 

When Adam wak'd, ſo cuſtom'd, for his fleep | 
Was airy light from pure digeſtion bred, 
And temp'rate vapours bland, which th' only ſound 
Of leaves and faming rills, Aurora's fan, 6 
Lightly diſpers'd, and the ſhrill matin ſong - 
Of birds on every bough; ſo much the more 
His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 1 
With treſſes diſcompos'd and glowing cheek, 10 
As through unquiet reſt: He on his fide | | 

NO W morn advancing her roſy ſteps in the eaſtern 

elime, ſowed the earth with orient pearl, when Adam 
waked, being fo accuſtomed, for his fleep was airy 
light being bred from pure digeſtion, and temperate 


_ * bland yapours, which (fleep) was lightly diſperſed by 


the ſound only of leaves and fuming rills, and Aurora's 

fan (6), and the ſhrill matin ſong of birds on every 
bough 3 ſo much the more was his wonder to find Eve 
unawakened, with her treſſes diſcompoſed, and with 


glowing cheek (r0) as through unquiet reſt : He lean- 
Rc 
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' Leaning half rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether waking or aſleep, 

Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 15 
Mild, as when Zephyrus bn Flora breathes, 

Her hand ſoft touching, whiſper'd thus. Awake, 
My faireſt, my eſpouſed, my lateſt found, 
Heav'n's laſt belt gift, my ever-new delight, 
Awake: The morning ſhines, and the freſh field 20 
Calls us; we loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 
How nature paints her colours, how the bee 


ing on his ſide half raiſed, hung over her enamoured 
with looks of cordial love, and beheld beauty, which, 
whether waking or aſleep, ſhot forth peculiar graces; 
then, with voice (15) as mild as when Zephyrus breathes 
on Flora, touching her ſoft hand, whiſpered thus. 
Awake, my faireſt, my eſpouſed, my lateſt found, 
| heaven's laft and beſt gift, my ever new delight, a- 


wake; the morning ſhines, and the freſh field (20) | 


calls us; we loſe the prime of the day, to mark how 
our tended plants ſpring, and how the citron grove 
blows, what the myrrh drops, and what the balmy 
reed drops, how nature paints her colours, and how the 


Verſe PU Zub is the genial welt- wind, the lover 
and huſband of Flora, the goddeſs of flowers. 


Book V. PARADISE LOST. 315 


Sits on the bloom extracting liquid ſweet. 25 
Such whiſp*ring wak*d her, but with ſtartled eye 
On Adam; whom embracing, thus ſhe ſpake. 
O ſole in whom my thoughts find all repoſe, 
My glory, my perfection, glad I ſee | | 
Thy face, and morn return'd ; for I this night 30 
(Such night till this I never paſs'd) have dream'd, 
If dream'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thee, 7 
Works of day paſt, or morrow's next deſign ; 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkſome night: Methought 35 
Cloſe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine; it ſaid, 
Why ſleep'ſt thou Eve? now is the pleaſant time, 


bee fits on the bloom extraCting liquid ſweet (2 5). 
Such whiſpering waked her, but with ſtartled eye on 
Adam, whom embracing, ſhe ſpake thus. O thou 
ſole, in whom my thoughts find all repoſe, my glory, 
my perfection, I am glad that I ſee thy face, and that 
I ſee morn returned ; for this night (ſuch a night till 
this I never paſſed) I have dreamed, if I dreamed, not 
as I oft am wont of thee, or the works of the day paſt 
or the morrow's next deſign ; but I dreamed of offence 
and trouble, which my mind never knew till this irk- 
ſome night : Methought (35) one cloſe at my ear called 
me forth with gentle voice to walk ; I thought it thine; 
it ſaid, Why ſleepeſt thou Eve? now is the pleaſant, 
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The cool, the ſilent, ſave where filence yields 

To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 
Tunes ſweeteſt his love-labour*d ſong ; now reigns 

Full orb*d the moon, and with more pleaſant light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things; in vain, 

If none regard: Heav'n wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature 8 defire * ? 45 

In whoſe ſight all things joy, with raviſhment 

Attracted by thy beauty ſtill to gaze, 5 

I roſe as at thy call, but found thee not; 

To find thee I directed then my wal; 

And on, methought, alone I pats'd thro? ways Ty 

' That brought me on a ſudden to the tree 

Ot interdicted knowledge: Fair it ſeem'd, 


the 5 and the filent time, favs whore ſilence yields 
to the night-warbling bird, that being now awake, 


tunes ſweeteſt his loye-laboured fong (41) ; now the 


moon reigns full orbed, and ſets off the face of things 
with more pleaſing ſhadowy light ; but in vain if none 


regard her; heaven wakes with all his eyes, and whom 
elfe to behold but thee, who art Nature's deſire (45)? 


_ In, whoſe fight all things joy, and are ſo attracted by 
thy beauty as ſtill to gaze with raviſhment. I roſe, I 


thought, as at thy call, but found thee not; 1 directed 
then my walk to find thee; and, methought, I paſſed 


on alone through ways (50) that brought me on a ſud- 


den to the tree of interdicted knowledge: It ſeemed 
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| Much fairer to my fancy than by day: 
And as I wond'ring look*d, beſide it ſtood 
One ſhap'd and wing'd like one of thoſe from 


heav'n 54 
By us oft ſeen; his with locks diſtild 


3 


Ambroſia; on ah tree he alſo gaz'd; 

And O fair plant, ſaid he, with fruit ſurcharg? d, 
Deigns none to eaſe thy load, and taſte thy ſweet, 
Nor God nor man? Is knowledge ſo deſpis'd? 60 
Or envy”, or what reſerve forbids to taſte ? 
Forbid who will, none ſhall from me with-hold 
Longer thy offer*d good; why elſe ſet here? 
This ſaid, he paus'd not, but with vent'rous am 
He pluck'd, e 3 me mou horror chill'd 65 . 


then fn much, fairer to my fancy than by * And, 
as I looked wondering, there ſtood befide it one ſhaped | 
and.winged like one of thoſe from heaven often ſeen by 
us (55); bis dewy locks diſtilled ambroſia; he alſo 
gazed on that tree; and O fair plant, ſaid he, ſur- 
charged with fruit, deigns none to eaſe thy load, and 
taſte thy. ſweet, nor (i. e. neither) God nor man? 
Is knowledge ſo deſpiſed (60)? or is it envy, or what 


reſerve elſe, forbids to taſte ? forbid who will, none 


ſhall with-hold longer from me thy offered good why 
waſt thou elſe ſet here? Having ſaid this, he pauſed 
not, but with venterous arm he plucked, he taſted ; - 
damp: horror chilled me (65), at ſuch bold words, 
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At ſuch bold words vouch'd with a Sint ſo bold: | 
But he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine, 
Sweet of thyſelf, but much more ſweet thus cropt, 
Forbidden here, it ſeems, as only fit 
For gods, yet able to make gods of men: 7 
And why not gods of men, ſince good, the more- 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 
The author not impair'd, but honour'd more? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 
Partake thou alſo ; happy though thou art, 75 
HFHappier thou may'ſt be, worthier canſt not be: 
Taſte this, and be henceforth among the * 
Thyſelf a goddeſs, not to earth confin'd, , 
But ſometimes in the air, as we, "OREN; 


4 Aſcend to heav'n, by merit thine, and ſe 80 1 
= |  vouched with a deed ſo bold: But he, as if overjoyed, i 
8 | | ſpoke thus, O divine fruit, ſweet of thyſelf; but much t 
more {weet when thus cropt, thou art forbidden here, a 

it ſeems, as only fit for gods, yet able to make gods of f 

men (70): And why not gods of men, ſince the more "0 

good is communicated, it grows the more abundant, 0 

and the author of it not impaired, but more honoured? y 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, partake thou 1 

alſo ; for though thou art happy (75), thou mayeſt be v 

happier, worthier thou canſt not be: Taſte this, and 5 

be henceforth among the gods thyſelf a goddeſs, not : 

thus confined to earth, but be ſometimes in the air, as : 


we angels are; and ſometimes aſcend to heaven, which... 


| So quicken'd appetite, that I, methought, 85 


{ 
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What life the gods live there, and ſuch live thou, 
So ſaying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

Ev'n to my mouth of that ſame fruit held part 
Which he had pluck'd ; the pleaſant ſavoury ſmell 


Could not but taſte. Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outſtretch'd immenſe, a proſpect wide 
And various: Wond'ring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation; ſuddenly - 0 FE 


My guide was gone, and I, mathought, ſunk 
down, 


And fell aſleep : But O how glad I wak'd ' | 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her night | | 
Related, and thus Adam anſwer'd fad. 


is thine by merit, and ſee (80) what life the gods live I | | | 
there, and ſuch live thou. So ſaying, he drew nigh, | . | 
and held to me, held even to my mouth part of that 9 
fame fruit which he had plucked ; the pleaſant ſavoury _— 
ſmell fo quickened appetite, that I, methought (85), ; 4 
could not but taſte. Forthwith I flew up to the clouds | [ 
with him, and beheld the earth underneath outſtretched | | i; 


immenſe, and a proſpect wide and various: While I 
was wondering at my flight and change to this high 
exaltation, my guide was ſuddenly gone, and I, me- 
thought, ſunk down (91), and fell aſleep: But O how. 
glad was I when I waked to find this but a dream ! 


Thus Eye related her night (i. e. dream) at which Adam, 
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Beſt image of myſelf, and dearer half, 95 


The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ſleep 


Affects me equally ; nor can I like 

This uncouth dream, of evil ſprung, I fear; 
Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the ſoul 100 
Are many lefler faculties, that ſerve 


Reaſon as chief; among theſe fancy next 


Her office holds ; of all external things, 


Which the five watchful ſenſes repreſent, 


Which reaſon joining or disjoining, frames | 


All what we” affirm or what deny, and call 


Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 
Into her private- cell, when nature reſts. 


| being very ſad, anſwered thus. Beſt image of myſelf, 


and dearer half (95), the trouble of thy thoughts this 


night in ſleep affects me equally ; nor can I like this 


uncouth dream, which I fear is ſprung of evil; yet 
whence evil? in thee, created-pure, none can harbour. 


But know that there are many leſſer faculties in the ſoul 


(100) that ferve reaſon as the chief faculty: Among 
theſe leſſer, fancy holds her office next to reaſon; ſe 
forms imaginations and airy ſhapes of all external 
things which the five watchful ſenſes repreſent (105) 


| Which reaſon joining or disjoining, frames all what 


we affirm or what we deny, and call our knowledge or 


opinion; then ſhe retires into her private cell, when 


* 
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Ott in her abfence- mimic fancy wakes 110 


Jo imitate her; but misjoining hapes, 


Wild work produces oft, and moſt in dreams, 


Ill matching words and deeds long paſt or late. 


Some ſuch reſemblances, methinks, I find 


Of our laſt evening's talk in this thy dream, 11.5 


But with addition ſtrange; yet be not ſad. 


Evil into the mind of God or man. 
May come and go, ſo unapprov'd, and leave 


No ſpot or blame behind: Which gives me hope 


That what in fleep thou didſt abhor to dream, 120 


Waking thou never wilt conſent to do. - 
Be not diſhearten'd then, nor cloud thoſe looks, 
That wont to be more chearful and ſerene, 


nature reſts. Mimic fancy oft wakes in her (reaſon's) 
abſence 601 Io) to imitate her; but ſhe (fancy) misjoia- 
ing ſhapes, oft produces wild work, and moſt in 


dreams, ill matching words and deeds, either long 
paſt or late. Methinks I find ſome ſuch reſemblances 
of our laſt evening's talk in this thy dream (115), but 


with ſtrange addition; yet be not ſad. Evil, ſo un- 
approved, may come into the mind of God or man, 


and it may go and leave no ſpot or blame behind: 


Which gives me hope, that what in fleep thou didſt 


abhor to dream (120), thou never wilt conſent to do 


waking, Be not diſheartened then, nor cloud thoſe 
looks, that wont to be more chearful and ſerene, than 
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Than when fair morning firſt ſmiles on the world; 
And let us to our freſh employments rife 125 
Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 
That open now their choiceſl boſom ſmells, 
Reſery*d from night, and kept for thee in {tore. 
So chearꝰd he his fair ſpouſe, and ſhe was chear'd; 
But ſilently a gentle tear let fall 130 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair ; 
Two other precious drops that ready ſtood, 
Each in their cryſtal lluice, he ere they fell 
Kiſs'd, as the gracious ſigns of ſweet remorſe, 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 135 
So all was clear'd, and to the field they haſte. 
But firſt, from under ſhady arb'rous ref 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 


when fair morning firſt ſmiles on the world; and let us 
rife to our freſh employments (125) among the groves, 
the fountains, and the flowers, that open now their 
choiceſt boſom ſmells, reſerved from night, and kept 
for thee in ſtore. So cheared he his fair ſpouſe, and 
ſhe was cheared ; but let a gentle tear fall filently (130) 


| from either eye, and wiped them with her hair; two 


other precious drops, that ſtood each in their cryſtal 
ſluice ready to fall, he kiſſed ere they fell, as the gra- 
cious figns of ſweet remorſe, and pious awe, that feared 
to have offended (135). So all was cleared, and to the 
field they haſte. But firſt, as ſoon as they were come 
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Of day-ſpring, and the ſun, who ſcarce up riſen, 
With wheels yet hov'ring oer the ocean-brim, 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 141 
Diſcovering in wide landſkip all the eaſt 
Of Paradiſe and Eden's happy plains, 
| Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
Their oriſons, each morning duly paid 145 
In various ſtile; for neither various ſtile, 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praiſe 

Their Maker, in fit ſtrains pronounc'd, or ſung 
Vnmeditated, ſuch prompt eloquence | 
Flow'd from their lips, in proſe or numerous verſe, 
More tuneable than needed lute or harp 151 
To add more ſweetneſs ; and they thus began. 5 


from under the ſhady arborous roof to open ſight of day: 
ſpring, and the ſun (who ſcarce riſen up, but. with | 
his wheels yet. hovering over the ocean-brim (140), 
ſhot his dewy ray parallel to the earth, diſcovering in - 
wide landſkip all the eaſt of Paradiſe and Eden's happy © 
plains,) they lowly bowed adoring, and began their 
oriſons, which each morning they duly paid in various 
ſtile (145); for they neither wanted various ſtile nor 
holy rapture to praiſe their Maker, which was pro- 
nounced or ſung unmeditated in fit ſtrains, ſuch prompt 
eloquence, in proſe or numerous verſe (150), flowed 
from their lips, more tuneable than that it needed lute 
or harp to add more ſw tetneſs; and they began thus. 
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Iheſe are thy glorious works, uren of good, 
Almighty, thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair; thyſelt how wondrous then! 
 Unipeakable, who fitt*{t above theſe heav'ns 156 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 4 
In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine, 
Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 169 
Angels; for ye behold him, and with ſongs 

And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ; ye in heavy” n, 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol 

Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 
Faireſt of ſtars, laſt in the train of night, 166 
If better thou belong not to the dawn, N 


Pheſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, Al: 


mighty, this. univerſal frame is thine, thus wondrous | 


fair! thyſelf how wondrous then and unſpeakable (155)! 
who fits above theſe heavens invif ble to us, or but dimly | 
ſeen in theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare thy 
_ goodneſs and thy divine power beyond thought. Speak 
ye who belt can tell, ye angels, the ſons of light (160), 
ye in heaven; for ye behold him, and with ſongs and 
choral ſymphonies, circle his throne rejoicing day with⸗ 
out night; all ye creatures on earth join to extol him 

firſt, him laſt, him miadſt, ant without end (165). 
Faireſt of ſtars, laſt in the train of night, if thou do 
not better belong to the dawn, ſure pledge of day; 
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Sure pledge of day, that crown'ſt the ſmiling morn 

With thy bright circlet, praiſe him in thy ſphere, 

While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of prime, 170 

Thou ſun, of this great world both eye and ſoul, 

Acknowledge him thy greater, ſound his praiſe 

In thy eternal courſe, both when thou climb'ſt, 

And when high noon haſt gain'd, and when "OG 
fall'ſt. 

Moon, that now meetꝰſt the orient fla; now fly'ſt, 

With the fix d ſtars, fix*din their orb that flies; 176 

And ye five other wand'ring fires that move 

In myſtic dance not without ſong, reſound 

His praiſe, who out of darkneſs call'd up light. 


Air, and ye elements, the eldeſt birti! 180 


Of Nature's womb, that | in quaternion run 


that nen the ſmiling morn with thy bright circlet, 


praiſe him in thy ſphere while day ariſes, that ſweet 


hour of prime (170). Thou ſun, both the eye and 
ſoul of this great world, acknowledge him thy greater, 


and ſound his praiſe in thy eternal (continual) courſe, 


both when thou climbeſt, and when thou haſt gained 


high noon, and when thou falleſt, Thou moon, that 


now meeteſt and now flieſt the orient ſun, together 
with the fixed ſtars, fixed in their orb that flies (176); 


and ye five other wandering fires that move in myſtic 
dance not without ſong, reſound his praiſe, who called 
up light out of darkneſs. Air, and ye elements, the 


eldeſt birth (180) of Nature's womb, that run a perpe · 
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Perpetual circle, multiform; and mix 
And nouriſh all things; let your ceaſeleſs change 
Vary to our great Maker ſtill new praiſe. 

Ye miſts and exhalations that now riſe _ f 185 
From hill or ſteaming lake, duſky or gray, 

Till the fun paint your fleecy ſkirts with gold, 
In honour to the world's great Author riſe, 
Whether to deck with clouds th* uncolour'd ky, 
Or wet the thirſty earth with falling ſhowers, 1 90 
Rifing or falling ſtill advance his praiſe. 

His praiſe, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breathe ſoft or loud; and wave your tops, ye pines, 
With every plant, in ſign of worſhip wave. 
Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow, 195 


— 


: 
tual circle in quaternion, and in multiform change; 
and mix and nouriſh all things; let your ceaſeleſs 
change ſtill vary new praiſe to our great Maker. Le 
miſts and exhalations that now riſe from hill or ſteam- 
ing lake (18 5) whether duſky-or gray, riſe in honout 
to the world's great Author, till the, ſun paint your 
fleecy ſkirts with gold, whether to deck with clouds the 
uncoloured ſky, or wet the thirſty earth with falling 
ſhowers (190), riſing or falling ſtill advance his praiſe. 
Ye winds, that blow from four quarters, breathe ſoft 
or loud his praiſe ; and ye pines, with every plant, 
wave your tops, wave in ſign of worſhip. And ye 
Jountains (195), that warble melodious murmurs as 


ac * 8 3 


Book v. PARADISE LOST. 327 


| Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praiſe, 


Join voices all ye living ſouls : Ye birds, 

That ſinging up to heaven-gate aſcend, _ 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praiſe. 
V 

Ve that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200 


The earth, and ſtately tread, or oy e 5 


Witneſs if I be ſilent, morn or even, 
To hill, or valley, fountain, or freſh ſhade, 
Made vocal by my ſong, and taught his praiſe. 


Hail univerſal Lord, be bounteous {till 205 
To give us only good; and if the night 


: Have gather'd aught of evil, or conceal'd, 


Diſperſe it, as now light diſpels the dark. 


* 


So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recover'd ſoon, and wonted calm. 210 


ye flow, tune his praiſe warbling. All ye living ſouls 
join your voices to his praiſe : Ye birds, that aſcend up 


to heaven-gate ſinging, bear on your wings and in 


your notes his praiſe. Ye fiſhes that glide in waters, 


and ye that walk the earth, and ſtately tread, or lowly 


creep (200), witneſs if I be ſilent, either morn or even, 


to hill or valley, to fountain or frefh ſhade, made vocal 


by my ſong, and taught his praiſe. Hail univerſal 


Lord, be bounteous till (205) to give us only good; 


and if the night may have gathered or concealed aught 


* 
b N 
\ bo * < da 


of evil, diſperſe it, as light now diſpels the dark, 80 


they prayed innocent, and having ſoon recovered firm 5 
beace and wonted calm to their thoughts (3 10), they 


: 


* 
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On. to their morning's rural work how haſte, 
Among ſweet dews and flow'rs ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over- woody reach'd too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed n to 
check c 
Fruitleſs embraces: or r they led the 1 vine 15 
To wed her elm; ſhe ſpous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r, th* adopted cluſters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd beheld 
With pity heav'n's high King, and to him call'd 
Raphael, the ſociable ſp'rit, that deign'd 221 
I0 travel with Tobias, and ſecur'd 
His marriage with the eee maid. 


Raphael, ſaid he, thou hear'ſt what ſtir on earth 


haſte on to their morning's rural work among ſweet 


dews and flowers, where any row of fruit-trees, by be- 
ing over woody, reached their pampered boughs too 


far, and needed hands to check their fruitleſs embraces: 


Or they led the vine to wed her elm (215); ſhe, e- 


ſpouſed, twines her marriageable arms about him , and 


brings her dower with her, which is the adopted clu- 
ſters, to adorn his barren leaves. Heaven's high King 
beheld them thus employed with pity, and called to 
him (220) Raphael, the ſociable ſpirit, that deigned 
to travel with Tobias, and ſecured his marriage with 
the ſeventimes-wedded maid. Raphael, faid he, thou 


* 
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; Satan, from hell *ſcaped thro” the darkſome gulf, 
Hath rais'd in Paradiſe, and how diſturb'd 226 


This night the human pair, how he deſigns 


In them at once to ruin all mankind. 


Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend, 
Converſe with Adam, in what bow'r or ſhade 230 
Thou find'ſt him from the heat of noon retir'd, 

To reſpite his day-labour with repaſt, 

Or with repoſe; and ſuch diſcourſe bring on, 


As may adviſe him of his happy ſtate, 


Happineſs in his pow'r left free to will, 235 
Left to his own free will ; his will though free, 
Yet mutable, whence warn him to beware 

He ſwerve not too ſecure : Tell him withal 


heareſt what ſtir Satan (who has eſcaped from hell 


through the darkſome gulf) (225) hath raiſed in Para- 


diſe on earth, and how he has diſturbed the human 
pair this night, and how he deſigns to ruin at once all 


* mankind in them. Go therefore, and converſe with 


Adam half this day as friend converſes with friend, in 


what bower or ſhade thou findeſt him retired from the 


heat of noon (2 31), to reſpite his day-labour with re- 
paſt, or with repoſe ; and bring on ſuch diſcourſe as 
may adviſe him of his happy ſtate, happineſs is in his 
own power, he being left free to will (235), left to his 
own free will ; but his will, though free, is yet mu- 
table: Whence warn him to beware that he ſwerve 
not by being too ſecure. Tell him withal his danger, 
1 
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His danger, and from whom; what enemy, 

Late tain himſelf from heav'n, is plotting now - 

The fall of others from like ſtate gf bliſs ; 241 

By violence ? no, for that ſhall be withſtood ; 

But by deceit and lies: This let him know, 

eſt wiltully tranſgreſſing he pretend 

Surpriſal, unadmoniſh'd, unforewarn'd. 245. 

So ſpake th* Eternal Father, and fulfill'd 

All juſtice : Nor delay'd the winged faint 

After his charge receiv*d ; but from among 

Thouſand celeſtial Ardors, where he ſtood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up ſpringing 

light 0 

Flew thro? the midſt of heav'n th' angelic quires, 
On cach hand parting, to 85 9 gave way 


3 from whom ; and what enemy, of late fallen him- 
felf from heaven, is now plotting the fall of others from 
the like ſtate of bliſs (241) : Is he plotting by violence? 
no, for that ſhall be withflood; but he is plotting by 
deceit and lies : Let him know this, leſt wilfully tranſ- 
grefling, he pretend ſurpriſal, unadmoniſhed, and un- 
fore warned (245). So ſpake the eternal Father, and 
* fulfilled all juſtice: Nor did the winged ſaint delay, 
after he had received his charge; but from among 
thouſand celeſtial Ardors (i. e. Seraphim) where he 
ſtood veiled with his gorgeous wings, ſpringing light 
up (250), flew through the midſt of heaven ; the ange- 
lic quires, parting on each hand, gave way to his ſpeed 


— 
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Through all th' empyreal road; till at the gate 
Of heav'n arriv'd, the gate ſelf-openꝰd wide, 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 2855 
Divine the ſov'reign Architect had fram' d. 

From hence, no cloud, or, to obſtruct his ſight, 
Star interpos*d, however ſmall he ſees, 

Not unconform to other ſhining globes, _ 
Earth, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'd 


Above all hills. As when by night the glaſs 261 


Of Galileo, leſs aſſur'd, obſerves 
Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon: 
Or * from amidſt the Cyclades, 


chrough all the empyreal road; till he afrived at the 
gate of heaven, the gate ſelf-opened wide, turning on 
golden hinges, ſuch as the ſovereign Architect had 


framed by divine work (256). From hence no cloud 


Ir ſtar being interpoſed to obſtruct his ſight, he ſces, 


however ſmall it is (not unconform to other ſhining 
globes) the earth and the garden of God, that was 


crowned with cedars above all hills (260). As when 
by night the glaſs of Galileo, being leſs aſſured than 
the angel, obſerves imagined lands and regions in the 
moon : Or as a pilot (from amidft the Cyclades, De- 


Verſe 264. Thie Cyclades are a parcel of iſlands in the 
Archipelago, lying in the form of a ring, of which Delos 
and Samos are the chief, and * firt to pilots. 
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Delos or Samos firſt appearing, kens 26 5 
A cloudy ſpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He ſpeeds, and through the vaſt ethereal ſky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with ſteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air; till within foar 270 
Of tow'ring cagles, to all the fowls he ſeems 

A phoenix, gaz'd by all, as that ſole bird, 
When to inſhrine his reliques in the ſun's 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At once on th' eaſtern cliff of Paradiſe 275 
He lights, and to his proper ſhape returns, 


los or Samos firſt appearing) kens a cloudy ſpot (265). 
He ſpeeds down thither prone in flight, and fails with 
ſteddy wing through the vaſt ethereal ſky between 
Worlds and worlds, now ſailing on the polar winds, 
then, with the quick fan of his wings, he winnows 
the buxom air; till, within the ſoar of towering eagles 
(2700, he ſeems a phoenix to all the fowls, gazed on 
by all of them as that ſole bird, when he flies to E- 
gyptian Thebes, to inſhrine his reliques on the ſun's 
temple. He lights at once on the eaſtern cliff of Para- 
diſe (275), and returns to his proper ſhape, a winged 


Verſe 272. The Phenix is a fabulous bird, about the 
ſize of an eagie, bred in Egypt; it is ſaid there was only 
one at a time, therefore Milton calls it that ſole bird, 
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A Seraph wing' d: Six wings he wore, to ſhade 
His lineaments divine; the pair that clad __ 
Each ſhoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breaſt 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair 280 
Girt like a ſtarry zone his waiſt, and round | 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold, 
And colours dipp'd in heaven; the third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 
Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia's ſon he ſtood, 285 
And ſhook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance 
„ 3 
The circuit wide. Strait bs him all the bands 
Of angels under watch; and to his ſtate, 
And to his meſſage high, in honour riſe; 
For on ſome meſſage high they gueſ d him bound, 


ſeraph : He wore fix wings to ſhade his divine linea» 
ments; the pair that clad each broad ſhoulder, came 
mantling over his breaſt with regal ornament ; the 
middle pair (280) girt his waiſt like a ſtarry zone, and 
ſkirted his loins and thighs round with downy gold and 
colours dipped in heaven ; the third ſhadowed his feet 
with feathered mail from either heel ſxy- tinctured (i. e. 
died in) grain. He ſtood like Maia's fon (285), and 

ſhook his plumes, ſo that heavenly fragrance filled the 
circuit wide. All the bands of angels under watch 
ſtrait knew him; and riſe in honour to his ſtate and to 
his high meſſage; for they gueſſed him to be bound on 


334 PARADISE LOST. Bock v. 


'Their glitt'ring tents he paſs'd, and now is come 291 
Into the bliſsful field, through groves of myrrh, 
And flow' ring odours, caſſia, nard, and balm ; 
- A wilderneſs of ſweets ; ſor nature here | 
Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 295 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more ſweet, 
Wild above rule or art; enormous bliſs. 
Him through the ſpicy foreſt onward come 
Adam diſcern'd, as in the door he fat 
Of his cool bow*r, while now the mounted fun 200 
Shot down direct his fervid rays to warm 
Earth's inmoſt womb, more Wen than Adam 
needs: . 
And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd 
For dinner NG fruits, of taſte to «that 


. ſome hich meſſage. (290). He paſſed their | elitcring 
tents, and is now come into thg bliſsful field through 
groves of myrrh and flowering odours, caſſia, nard, and 
balm ; a wilderneſs of ſweets; for nature. wantoned 
here. as in her prime, and played her virgin fancies at 
will (295), pouring forth more ſweet, an enormous 
bliſs, as it was wild above rule or art. Adam diſcerned 
him come onward through the ſpicy foreſt, as he fat in 
| the door of his cool bower, while the mounted ſun 
now ſhot down direct his fer vid rays to warm (301) the 
earth's inmoſt womb, but more warmth than Adam 
needs: And Eve being within, had prepared for din- 
ger at her due hour, ſavoury fruits to Pleaſe true ap- 


, 
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True appetite, and not difreliſh thirſt 305 


Of nectarous draughts between, from milky ſtream, 
Berry or grapc: To whom thus Adam call'd. 


Haſte hither Eve, and worth thy ſight behold 


Eaſtward among thoſe trees, what glorious ſhape 
Comes this way moving ; ſeems another morn 310 


Ris'n on mid-nooh ; ſome great beheſt from heav'n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchſafe 

This day to be our gueſt. But go with ſpeed, 
And what thy ſtores contain, bring forth, and pour 


Abundance, fit to honour and receive 315 
Our heav'nly ſtranger: Well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beſtow 
From large beſtow'd, where nature multiplies 


petite, and not to diſreliſh (305) thirſt of nectarous 


draughts between, from milky ſtream, or from berry 


or grape: To whom Adam called thus. Eve, haſte 
hither, and behold eaſtward among thoſe trees, what 
glorious ſhape, worth thy ſight, comes moving this 


way; that ſhape ſeems another morn (310) riſen on | 


mid-noon; perhaps he brings to us ſome great beheſt _ 


from heaven, and will vouchſafe this day to be our 


gueſt. But go with ſpeed, and bring forth what thy : 
ſtores contain, and pour abundance on the board, fit 


to honour and receive (31 5) our heavenly ſtranger: We 


may well afford our givers their own gifts, and beſtow 


ö largely from what is largely beſtowed on us, where na- 


f | 
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Her fertile growth, and by diſbur@ning grows 
More fruitful, which inſtructs us not to ſpare. 320 | 
To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallow'd 


mold; 
Of God abies, ſmall leet will ſerve, where ſtore, 
All ſeaſons, ripe for uſe hangs on the ſtalk; 
Save what by frugal ſtoring firmneſs gains 
To nouriſh, and ſuperfluous moiſt conſumes : 325 
But I will haſte, and from each bough and brake, 
Each plant and «ora Senn wil N ſuch 
choice - 

To entertain our angel-gueſt, as he 
| Beholding ſhall confeſs, that here on earth 
God hath diſpens'd his bounties as in heav'n. 336 

80 ſaying, with diſpatchful looks in 1 haſte 


ture multiplies her fertile growth, and 137055 more fruit⸗ 
ful by diſburdening, which inſtructs us not to ſpare 
(320). To whom Eve replied thus. Adam, earth's 
hallowed mold, inſpired of God, ſmall ſtore will ſerve, 
where ſtore hangs on the ſtalk ripe for uſe at all ſea - 
ſons; ſave what gains firmneſs to nouriſh, and con- 
ſumes ſuperfluous moiſt by frugal ſtoring (325) : But I 
will haſte, and will pluck from each bough and brake, 
and from each plant and juicieſt gourd, ſuch choice to 
entertain our angel - gueſt, as he beholding ſhall con- 
feſs, that God hath diſpenſed. his bounties here on 
earth as well as he has done in heaven (3 30). So fay- 
ing, ſhe turns in haſte with diſpatchful Tooks, being 


\ 
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She turns, on hoſpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chuſe for delicacy beſt, 

What order, ſo contriv'd as not to mix 
Taſtes, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 335 
Taſte after taſte upheld with kindlieſt change; 

Beſtirs her then, and from each tender ſtalk 
Whatever earth all-bearing mother yields 
In India Eaſt or Weſt, or middle ſhore 


intent upon hoſpitable thoughts, what choice was beſt 
to chuſe for delicacy, and in what order, contrived ſo 
as not to mix taſtes not well joined, or inelegant, but 
to bring taſte after tafte, upheld by kindlieſt change 
(336); ſhe beſtirs her then, and ſhe gathers from each 
tender ſtalk fruit of all kinds, rough or ſmooth, in coat 
or rind, or in bearded huſk, or in ſhell, a large tribute 
of whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields in Eaſt 
or Weſt India, or on middle ſhore, or in Pontus, or on 


Verſe 339. Or middle ſhore, that is, on the borders of the 
Mediterranean. Pontus is a large country in Aſia Minor, 
bordering, on the north, upon the Euxine ſea; it is now 
part of the province called Amaſia, and in the poſſeſſion 
of the Turks. Punic coaft, is part, f the coaſt of Africa, 
where the Carthaginians inhabited. Alcinous reigned in a 
| _ Grecian iſland in the Ionian ſea (now the gulf of Venice) 
antiently called Phoeacia, then Corcyra, now Corfu, un- 
der the dominion of the Venetians. The ſoil is fruitful in 
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In Pontus or the Punic coaſt. or where 340 
Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
| Rough or ſmooth rin'd, or bearded huſk, or ſhell, 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unſpairing hand; for drink the grape | 
She cruſhes, inoffenſive muſt, and meaths 345 
From many a berry, and from ſweet kernels preſs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor theſe to hold | 
Wants her fit veſſels pure, then ſtrows the ground 
With roſe and odors from the ſhrub unfum'd. 
Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 350 
| His god-like gueſt, * forth, without more 
Re EE . 
Accompanied than with his own compleat 


the Punic coaſt, or where Alcinous reigned (340), and 
heaps them on the board with unſpairing hand; for 
drink ſhe cruſhes the grape, which produced an in- 
offenſive muſt, and ſhe -cruſhes meaths from many a 
berry (345), and ſhe tempers dulcet creams from ſweet 
kernels that ſhe preſſed ; nor wants ſhe her pure and fit 
veſſels to hold theſe creams; then ſhe ſtrows the ground 
with roſe and odors from the unfumed ſhrub. Mean 
while our primitive great fire walks forth to meet (350). 

his god-like gueſt, accompanied with no wore train 


dil, wine, and moſt excellent fruits; and Alcinous is 
made famous for his gardens, celebrated by Homer. 
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Perfections; in himſelf was all his ſtate, 
More ſolemn than the tedious pomp that waits 


On princes, when their rich retinue long 335 


Of horſes led, and grooms beſmear'd with gold, 

' Dazzles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 
Nearer his preſence Adam though not aw'd, 
Yet with ſubmiſs approach and reverence meek, 
As to a ſuperior nature, bowing low, 360 
Thus ſaid. Native of heav'n, for other place 


None can than heav'n ſuch glorious ſhape contain; 


Since by deſcending from the thrones above, 

| Thoſe happy places thou haſt deign'd a while 
To want, and honour theſe, vouchſafe with us 365 

Two only, who yet by ſov'reign gift poſſeſs 


than with his own compleat perſeCtions ; all his ſtate 


was in himſelf, which was more ſolemn than the tedi- 
ous pomp that waits on princes, when their rich and 
long retinue of led horſes, and grooms beſmeared with 
gold (356), dazzles the croud, and ſets them all agape. 

Adam coming nearer his preſence, though not awed, 

yet with ſubmiſſive approach and meek reverence, bow- 
ing low, as to a ſuperior nature (360), thus ſaid. Na- 


- tive of heaven, for none other place than heaven can 
contain ſuch'glorious ſhape ; ſince, by deſcending from 
the thrones above, thou haſt deign'd to want thoſe hap- . 
»py places for a while, and to honour theſe here, vouch- 
' ſafe ( 565) to reſt in yonder ſhady bower with us two 
only, who are all as yet, that, by ſovereign gift, poſſeſs 


< 
” 


340 PARADISE LOST. "Book v. 


. his ſpacious grounll, in yonder ſhady bower | 


To reſt, and what the garden choiceſt bears 

To fit and taſte, till this meridian heat. 

Be over, and the fun more cool decline. 2 370 
Whom thus th? angelic Virtue anſwer'd mild. 


Adam, I therefore came; nor art thou ſuch 
Created, or ſuch place haſt here to dwell, 


As may not oft invite, though ſp'rits of heav'n 


Jo viſit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 375 


O'erſhades; for theſe mid-hours, till evening riſe, 
I have at will, So to the ſylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour ſmil'd, 


With flow'rets deck'd, and fragrant ſmells ; but 


Eve 


Undeck*d ſave with herſelf, more lovely fair 399 


this ſpacious ground, | and to fit and taſte the choiceſt 
of what the garden bears, till this meridian heat be o- 
ver, and the ſun decline more cool ( 370). To whom 


the angelic Virtue anſwered mildly thus. Adam, I 


therefore (for that purpoſe) came, nor art thou created 


ſuch, or haſt here ſuch a place to dwell in, as may not 


oft invite us, though ſpirits of heaven, to viſit thee ; 


lead on then where thy bower (375) overſhades; for 
theſe mid-hours I have at will, till evening riſe. So 


they came to the ſylvan lodge, that ſmiled like Pomona's, 


arbour, decked with flowerets and fragrant i{mells ; but 


Eve was undecked, ſave with herſelf, and was more lovely 
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Than wood-nymph, or the faireſt goddeſs feign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked trove, - 
Stood to entertain her gueſt from heav'n; no veil 
She needed, virtue proof; no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the angel Hail 38 5 
Beſtow'd, the holy falutation us'd 
Long after to bleſs'd Mary, ſecond Eve. 

Hail mother of mankind, whoſe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy ſons, 


Than with theſe various fruits the trees of God 390 


| Have heap'd this table. Rais'd of grafly turff 


fair (380) than wood-nymph, or than the faireſt of the 
three goddeſſes that ſtrove naked on mount Ida was 
ever feigned to be, ſhe ſtood to entertain her gueſt 


from heaven; ſhe needed no veil, being virtue proof; 


no infirm thought altered her cheek, On whom the 


angel beſtowed Hail (385), the holy ſalutation uſed 
long after to bleſſed Mary, the ſecond Eve. Hail mo- 
ther of mankind, whoſe fruitful womb ſhall fill the 


world with thy ſons, more numerous than the trees of 


. God have heaped this table with theſe various fruits. 


Verſe 382. Ida, a mountain in Phrygia, at a ſmall di- 
ſtance from Troy; famous for the judgment of Paris 
there, in giving the golden apple to Venus, as the prize 


of beauty; and thereby preferring her to Juno and Mi- 


nerva; that is, preferripg beauty to power and wiſdom. 


- 
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Their table was, and moſly ſeats had round, 
And on her ample ſquare from ſide to fide . 
All autumn pil'd, tho' ſpring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while diſcourſe they 
hold; 
No fear leſt dinner cool; den thus began 56 


Our author. Heay' nly 8 pleaſe to taſte 
Theſe bounties, which our Nouriſher, from whom 


All perfect good, unmeaſur'd out, deſcends, 
To us for food and for delight hath caus'd 400 
Ihe earth to yield; unſavoury food perhaps 

To ſpiritual natures; only this [ know, 
That one celeſtial Father gives to all, 
To whom the angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whoſe praiſe be ever ſung) to man in part 405 


I beir table was raiſed of graſſy turf, and had moſſy 
ſeats round it, and all the fruits of autumn was piled 
on her (the table s) ample ſquare from fide to fide, tho? 


ſpring and autumn here danced hand in hand, They 


hold diſcourſe a while; no fear leſt dinner Fury ; when 
our author thus began (396). Heavenly ſtranger, 

| pleaſe to, taſte theſe bounties, which our Nouriſher, 
from whom deſcends all perfect good, unmeaſured out, 

| Hath cauſed the earth to yield to us for food and for de- 
light (400); it may be unſavoury food perhaps to ſpiri- 
tual natures ; only this I know, that one celeſtial Father 
gives to all. To whom the angel replied. Therefore 
What he gives (whoſe praiſe be ever ſung) to man (405), 
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Spiritual, may of pureſt ſp'rits be found 

No? ingrateful food: And food alike thoſe _ 

Intelligentiat ſubſtances require, | 

As doth your rational; and both contain * , 

Within them every lower faculty 410 
Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, touch, 

Taſting concoct, digeſt, aſſimilate, , \ 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was ereated, needs 

To be ſuſtain'd and fed: Of elements 415 

The grofler feeds the purer, earth the ſea, ' 

Earth and the ſea feed air, the air thoſe fires 

Ethereal, and as loweſt firſt the moon ; : 

Whence in ber cr vilage round thoſe ſpots, unphrg'd 


who is in part ſpiritual, may be found no 3 


food of pureſt ſpirits: And thoſe pure intelligential 
ſubſtances require food alike as your rational ſubſtance 


doth; and both contain within them every lower fa- 


culty (410) of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, 


touch, and taſte, and taſting they concoct, digeſt, aſ- 
ſimilate, and turn corporeal ſubſtances to incorporeal 
ſubſtances. For know, that whatever was created needs 
to be ſuſtained and fed; of the elements (415), the 
groſſer kind feeds the purer; earth feeds the ſea, earth 
and the ſea feed the air, the air feeds thoſe ethereal fires, 
and the moon firſt, as being the loweſt; whence thoſe | 
_ ſpots in her round viſage are unpurged vapours, not 
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1 ima not yet into her ſubſtance 3 420 
Nor doth the moon no nouriſhment command 
From her moiſt continent to higher orbs. 


"HE ſun, that light 1 imparts to all, receives 


From all his alimental recompenſe Be 
In humid exhalations, and at even 428 
Sups with the ocean. Tho? in heav'n the trees 

Of life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines 

Voield nectar; tho? from off the boughs each mort | 

We bruſh mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain: Yet God hath here K | 

wit his bounty ſo with new delights, 431 

As may compare with heaven; and to taſte 

Think not I ſhall be nice. So e ee ff 

And to their viands = nor ſeemingly 


yet turned into her ſubſtance (420). Nor doth. the 
moon exhale no nouriſhment ſrom her moiſt continent 
to higher orbs. The ſun, that imparts light to all, re- 
ceives from all his alimental recompenſe in humid ex- 
halations, and at even he ſups with the ocean (425). 
Though in heaven the trees of life bear ambroſial fruit- 
age, and vines yield nectar; though each morn we 
| bruſh mellifluous-dews from off the boughs, and find 
the ground covered with pearly grain: Yet God hath 
here ſo varied his bounty with new delights (431), as 
may compare with heaven; and think not that I ſhall be 
nice to taſte. So down they ſat, and fell to their viands; 


\ 


The angel, nor in miſt, the common gloſs 435 

Of Theologians; but with keen diſpatch 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To tranſubſtantiate : What redounds, tranſpires 

Throꝰ ſp'rits with eaſe; nor wonder ; 3 if by fire 
Of footy coal th” empiric alchemiſt 1” 040" 

Can turn, or holds it poſſible to turn, | og! 

Metals of droſſieſt ore to perfect gold, 

As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 

Miniſter'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleaſant liquors crown'd. Oi innocence 445 
Deſerving Paradiſe ! if ever, then, 

Ihen had the ſons of God excuſe to have on 
 Enamour'd at that ſight ; but in thoſe hearts 


Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealouſy 


nor did the angel fall to ſeemingly, nor in miſt, which | 
is the common gloſs (435) of Theologians; but with 
the keen diſpatch of real hunger, and with concoctive 


heat to tranſubſtantiate: What redounds, tranſpires 


through ſpirits with eaſe; nor is it a wonder; if the 
empiric alchemiſt (440), by fire of ſooty coal can turn, 
or holds it poſſible to turn, metals of droſſieſt ore to 
perfect gold, as from the mine. Mean while Eve 
miniſtered naked at table, and crowned their lowing 
cups with pleaſant liquors : O innocence (445) deſer- 
, ving Paradiſe ! if ever, then, then had the ſons of God 
| excuſe to have been enamoured at that fight; but un- 
libidinous love | reigned in thoſe hearts, nor was ier 2 
25. * | 


. 
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Was ma the ud lover's bell. 4 50 
Thus when with meats and drinks they had 
fſluffic'd, 

Not burden'd nature, ſudden mind aroſe 

In Adam, not to let th' occaſion paſs 

Giv'n him by this great conference, to know 

Of things above his world, and of their being 45 5 

Who dwell in heav' n, whoſe excellence he ſaw 

Tranſcend his own ſo far, whoſe radiant forms 

Divine effulgence, whoſe high pow'r fo far 

Exceeded human ; and his wary ſpeech 

Thus to th* empyreal miniſter he fram'd. 460 

Inhabitant with God, now I know well. 


louſy underſtood, which is the injured lover's hell 
(450). Thus when with meats and drinks they had 
ſufficed, not burdened nature, a ſudden mind aroſe in 
Adam, not to let the occaſion paſs that was given him 
by this great conference, to know of things above his 
world, and of their being (455) who dwell in heaven, 
whoſe excellence he ſaw tranſcend his own ſo far, 
whoſe radiant forms, whoſe divine; effulgence, and 
| whoſe high power ſo far exceeded any thing human: 
And he framed his wary ſpeech to the empyreal mini- 
ſter thus (460). Inhabitant th on now I well 


Verſe 455. Above bis N that is, above his own 
8 ** this earth and brmament in bis v view. 
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Thy favour in this honour done to man : 
Under whoſe lowly roof thou haſt vouchſafꝰd 
'To enter, and theſe earthly fruits to taſte, by 
Food not of angels, yet accepted ' 46 5 
As that more willingly thou couldſt not ſeem. 7 
At heav'n's high feaſts to have fed: Vet what 
compare? 

Io whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
> "UF Adam, one Almighty i is, from whom 

All things proceed, and up to him return, 470 
If not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one firſt matter all, 
Endu'd with various forms, various 480 
Of ſubſtance, and in things that live, of life; ; 


But more refin*d, more ſpirituous, and pure, 47 $5 


know thy favour in this honour done to man, under 


whoſe lowly roof thou haſt vouchſafed to enter, and to 
taſte theſe earthly fruits, not the fit food of angels, 


yet ſo accepted by thee (465), as that thou couldſt not 
ſeem to have fed more willingly at heaven's high feaſts : 


Vet what compare? To whom the winged Hierarch | 


replied. O Adam, one 1s Almighty, from whom all 
things proceed, and return up to him again (470), if 


not depraved from good, all created to ſuch a degree of 
perfection, all conſiſting of one firſt matter, and en- 


dued with various forms, and various degrees of ſub- 
ſtance, and of various degrees of life in things that 


[ 


live; but they are more refined, more ſpirituous, and 
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348 PARADISE LOST. Bock v. 
As nearer to him plac d, or nearer g 
Each in their ſeveral active ſpheres aſlign'd, 

Till body up to ſpirit work, in bounds 

Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the green ſtalk, from thence the 
Raves 

More airy, laſt the bright conſummate flow'r 48 I 

Spirits odorous breathes : Flowers and their fruit, 

Man's nouriſhment, by gradual ſcale fublun'd, 


Io vital ſp'rits aſpire, to animal, , 


To intellectual; ; give both life and ſenſe, 485 
Fancy and underſtanding; whence the ſoul 
Reaſon receives, and reaſon is her „ 
Diſcurſive, or intuitive - diſcourſe 1 


a 

pure (475), as they are placed nearer, or tending near - 
er to him, each in their ſeveral active ſpheres aſſigned | 
them; till body work up to ſpirit, in bounds propor- 
| tioned to each kind. So the green ſtalk ſprings light- 

er from the root, from thence the leaves ſpring more 
airy, and laſt the bright conſummate flower breathes 
odorous ſpirits (481): Flowers and their fruit, which 
are man's nouriſhment, being ſublimed by gradual 
ſcale, aſpire to vital ſpirits, thence to animal and to in- 
tellectual ſpirits; and give both life and ſenſe (48 50. 
and fancy and underſtanding, whence the ſoul receives 
reaſon, and reaſon is her being, by means of the diſ- 
curſive or intuitive faculty; diſcourſe is ofteſt yours, 


\ 
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Bock v. PARADISE LOST. 3490 


Is ofteſt yours, the latter moſt is ours, 
Diff'ring but in degree, of kind the fame, 490 
Wonder not then, what God for you ſaw good 
If I refuſe not, but convert, as you, 
To proper ſubſtance. Time may come, when men 
With angels may participate, and find | 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare; 495 
And from theſe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at laſt turn all to ſpirit, 
Improv'd by tract of time, and wing' d aſcend 
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 


Here or in heay*nly Paradiſes dwell; Fo 
If ye be found obedient, and retam *  _*-_ 
Unalterably firm his love entire, | \ 


Whoſe progeny you are. Mean while e enjoy 


the latter (i. e. the intuitive) is moſt ours, and of the 
ſame kind, but differing in degree (490). Wonder 
not then, if I refuſe not what God ſaw good for you, 
but convert it to proper ſubſtance as you do: Time 
may come, when men may participate with angels, 
and find no inconvenient diet, nor too light fare (495) 3 
and perhaps, from theſe corporal nutriments, your bo- 
dies, improved by tract of time, may at laſt turn all to 
ſpirit, and, winged as we are, aſcend etherial, or may, 
at your choice, either dwell here or in heavenly Para- 
diſes (500) ; if ye be found obedient, and retain unal- 
terably firm his entire love, whoſe progeny you are. 


35% PARADISE LOST. Book V, 


Your fil what e this happy ſtate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 505 | 
To whom the patriarch of mankind reply d. 

O favourable ſp'rit, propitious gueſt, 
Well kaſt thou taught the way that might dire& 

Our knowledge, and the ſcale of nature {ct 
| From center to circumference, whereon, Na, 10 
In contemplation of created things, | 
By ſteps we may aſcend to God. But ſay, 
What meant that caution join'd, If ye be found 
Obedient? Can we want obedience then _ 
Jo him, or poſſibly his love deſert, _ "A 51 5 


Who form' d us from the duſt, and plac d us here 


Full to the utmoſt meaſure of what bliſs 
* deſires can ſeek or e ? 


Mean while, adder your fil of * happineſs this 
happy ſtate can comprehend, which is incapable of 
more (505). To whom the patriarch of mankind re- 
plied. O favourable ſpirit, propitious gueſt, well haſt 
thou taught the way that might direct our knowledge, 
and haſt ſet the ſcale of nature from the, center to the 
circumference, whereon (510), in contemplation of 
- created things, we may aſcend by ſteps to God. But 
ſay, what meant that caution joined, If ye be found 
obedient? Can we want obedience then to him, or 
can we poſſibly deſert his love, who formed us from 
the duſt (515), and placed us here, to the full and ut- 
moſt meaſurę of what bliſs human deſires can ſeek or 


Book v. PARADISE LOST. 355 


To whom the angel. Son of heav'n and earth, 
Attend. That thou art happy, owe to God ; 529 
That thou continu'ſt ſuch, owe to thyſelf, 

That is to thy obedience; therein ſtand. 

This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable z _ 
And good he made thee, but to perſevere 52 5 
He left it in thy pow'r; ordain'd thy will 

By nature free, not over-ruPd by fate 
Inextricable, or ſtri& neceſlity : 

Our voluntary ſervice he requires, 


| Not our neceſſitated; ſuch with him 539 


Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 


Can hearts, not free, be try*d whether they ſerve - 


apprehend ? To whom the angel replied. Son of 
heaven and earth, attend: Owe to God that thou art 
happy (520) ; that thou continueſt ſuch, owe to thyſelf, 


that is, owe to thy obedience ; therein ſtand. This 
was that caution given thee; be adviſed. God made 


_ thee perfect, but not immutable; and he made thee 


good, but he left it in thy power to perſeyere therein; 
he ordained thy will ( 526) free by nature, not to be o- 


ver-ruled by inextricable fate, or by ſtri& neceſſity : 


He requires our voluntary ſervice, not our neceſſitated 
ſervice ; ſuch ſervice finds no acceptance with him 
4530), nor can find any; for how can hearts that are 


not free, be tried whether they ſerve willingly or no, 
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352 PARADISE LOS r. Book v. 


| Willing or no, who will but what they muſt 


By deſtiny, and can no other chuſe ? 
Myſelf, and all th* angelic hoſt, that ſtand 5 -74 


In fight of God enthron'd, our happy ſtate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds ; 


On other ſurety none: Freely we ſerve, 


Becauſe we freely love, as in our will 


To love or not ; in this we ſtand or fall: 540 
And ſome are fall'n, to diſobedience fall'n, | 


And fo from heav'n to deepeſt hell; O fall 


From what high ſtate of bliſs into 452 woe! 
To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 


Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 7 - 


Divine inſtructor, I have heard, than when 


Cherubic ſongs by night from neighb' ring hills 


who bat will-what they muſt will by deſtiny, and can 


chuſe no other will? Myſelf, and all the angelic hoſt, 


that ſtand 535) inſight of God enthroned, hold our happy 
ſtate as you do yours, that is, while our obedience holds; 


but on none other ſurety; we ſerve freely, becauſe we 


love freely, as it is in our will to love or not to love ; in 


this will we ſtand cr fall (540) : And ſome are fallen, 
fallen to diſobedience, and ſo are fallen from heaven 


to deepeſt hell; O fall from what high ſtate of bliſs in- | 


to what woe! To whom our great progenitor thus 
faid, Divine inſtructor, I have heard thy words at- 


15 tentively, and with more delighted ear (545), than 
when Cherubie ſongs by night ſend aerial muſic from 


\ 


Book v. P ARADISE LOS r. : 


And _ ſend : Nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; ; | | 
Vet that we never ſhall forget to love 550 | j 
Our Maker, and obey him whoſe command © . 
Single is yet ſo juſt, my conſtant thoughts 
| Aflur d me, and ſtill aſſure: Though what thou 


tell'ſt 6 
Hath paſs*d in heav'n, fome doubt Ai me move, 
But more deſire to hear, if thou conſent, 53 


The full relation; which muſt needs be ſtrange, 
Worthy of ſacred ſilence to be heard: 
And we have yet large day; for ſcarce the ſun 
Hath finiſh'd half his journey, and ſcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of heav'n. 560 


Thus Adam made * and Raphael, 


\ 


the 3 hills: Nor Tie T not to be created 
free both in will and deed; yet my conſtant thoughts 
aſſured me, and ſtill aſſure me, that we never ſhall 
forget to love (550) our Maker, and obey him, whoſe 
ſingle command 1s yet ſo juſt : Though what thou telleſt 
hath paſt in heaven. move ſome doubt within me, but 
more deſire to hear the full relation, if thou conſent _ 
(555); which muſt be ſtrange, and worthy of ſacred 
ſilence to be heard; and we have yet large day, for the 
ſun hath ſcarce finiſhed half his journey, and he ſcarce 
begins his other half in the great zone of heaven (560). 
Thus. Adam made requeſt; · and Raphael, after ſhort 
I | 


— 
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354 PARADISE LOST. Bock v. 


After Mort pauſe aſſenting, thus began. 
High matter thou injoinꝰſt me, O prime of 1 men, 
Sad taſk, and hard : For how ſhall I relate, 


Jo human fenſe th? inviſible exploits | -36 5 


Of warring ſpirits? How without remorſe 

The ruin of ſo many glorious once 

And perfect while they ſtood? how laſt unfold 
The ſecrets of another world, perhaps 

Not lawful to reveal? Yet for thy good 570 


This is diſpens'd ; and what ſurmounts the reach 


Of human ſenſe, I ſhall delineate ſo, 


By likening ſpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may expreſs them beſt ; tho? what if earth 574 
\ ” Be-but the ſhadow of Ber M. anif things thaitein. 


Each to other like, more FCAT Is thought 4 


pauſe, aſſenting, began thus. O prime of x men, thou in- 
joineſt! me a high matter, a ſad and hard taſk; for how ſhall 
I relate to human ſenſe the inviſible exploits of warring 


' ſpirits (565) ? how ſhall I relate, without remorſe, the 


ruin of ſo many ſpirits, once glorious and perfect, 
while they ſtood ? and laſtly, how ſhall I unfold the 


ſecrets of another world, perhaps not lawful to reveal? 


Yet this is diſpenſed for thy good (570); and I ſhall 
ſo delineate what ſurmounts the reach of human ſenſe, „ 
by likening ſpiritual forms to. corporal forms, as may 


_ expreſs them beſt ; though what if earth be but the 
ſhadow of heaven, and things therein be like to each 


| other, more than is thought of on earth ( $76) ? This 


IJ 


Book V. PARADISE LOST. 355 
As yet this world was not, and chaos wild 
Reign'd where theſe heavy? ns Now roll, where 
earth now reſts | 

Upon her center pois'd ; when on a day EY 
(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 580 | 
To motion, meaſures all things durable 
By preſent, paſt, and tuture) on ſuch day 
As heav'n's great . brings forth, a empyreal 
.hoſt | 
Of angels, by perial ſummons call'd, 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 5885 
Forthwith, from all the ends of heav'n, appear d 
Under their hierarchs in order bright : 
Ten thouſand thouſand enſigns high advanc'd, 
Standards and gonfalons "twixt van and rear 


world was not as yet, and wild chaos reigned where 
theſe heavens now roll, and where earthnow reſts poiſed 
upon her center; when on a day (for time applied to 
motion, though in eternity, meaſures all durable 
things (581) by preſent, paſt, and future,) on ſuch a 
day, as heaven's great year brings forth, the empyreal 
Hoſt of angels, called by imperial ſummons, they forth- 
with appeared, from all the ends of heaven, innume- 
Table before the Almighty's throne (585), under their 
hierarchs in bright orders: Ten thouſand thouſand en- 
ſigns were high advanced, and ſtandards and gonfalons 
ſtream in the air betwixt van and rear, and ſerve for 


— 
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| ; | ans. Ix | . / 
Stream in the air, and for diſtinction ferve 590 


Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tiſſues bear imblaz'd 


Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 


Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpreſſible they ſtood, 595 
Orb within orb, the Father infinite, | 
By whom in bliſs imboſom'd fat the Son, 


" Amidſt as from a flaming mount, whoſe top 


Brightneſs had made inviſible, thus fpake. 
Hear all ye angels, progeny of light, 609 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow? oy 


Hear my decree, which unrevok'd ſhall ſtand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 


diſtinction ( 590) of hierarchies, of orders, and of de- 


grees; or they bear, recorded in their imblazed glit- . 
tering tiſſues, holy memorials, and eminent acts of 
zeal and love. Thus when they ſtood in orbs of inex- 
preſſible circuit (595), orb within orb, the infinite Fa- 
ther (by whom the Son ſat imboſomed in bliſs) being 
amidſt, as from a flaming mount, whoſe top brightneſs 
had made inviſible, thus ſpake. Hear all ye angels, 


progeny of light (600), thrones, dominations, Prince- 


doms, virtues, powers, hear my decree, which ſhall 
ſtand unrevok'd. This day I have begotten him whom 


I declare my only Son, and have anointed him on this 


4 


Book V. PARADISE LOS T. 357 


Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 605 ; 


At my right hand ; your head I him appoint ; 
And by myſelf have ſworn, to him ſhall bow 


All knees in heav'n, and ſhall confeſs him Lord: 
Under his great vice-gerent reign abide | 
Dnited as one individual ſoul, 610 
For ever happy; Him who diſobeys, 
Me diſobeys, breaks union, and that day 


Caſt out from God and bleſſed viſion, falls 
Into utter darkneſs, deep ingulf'd, his place 


Ordain'd without redemption, : without end. 6 15 


So ſpake th* Omnipotent, and with his words 


All ſeem'd well pleas'd : All ſeem'd, but were 


not all. 
That day, : as other ſolemn days, nos ſpent, 


— 


holy hill; whom ye now behold (605) at my right hand; 
I appoint him your head, and have ſworn by myſelf, 
that all knees in heaven ſhall bow to him, and ſhall 


confeſs him Lord: Abide united under bis great vice- 


gerent reign as one individual, for ever happy (610) : 
Whoever diſobeys him, diſobeys me, breaks union, 
and that day, caſt out from God and bleſſed viſion, 


falls into utter darkneſs, deep ingulfed, ordained. his 


place without redemption, and without end (615). 80 
ſpake the Omnipotent, and all ſeemed well pleaſed 
with his words; all ſeemed, but all were not well 
pleaſed. They ſpent chat day, as other ſolemn days, 
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355 PARADISE LOST. Book V, 


In ſong and dance about the ſacred bill; 5 
Myſtical dance, which yonder ſtarry ſphere 620 
Of planets, and of fix'd, in all her wheels 
Reſembles neareſt, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 

Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem J 


And in their motions harmony divine . 
So ſmooth her —_— tones, that God's own 
ear 


| Liſtens delighted.” Ey ning now approach; d, 
Cor we have alſo our ev*ning and our morn, 
We ours for change delectable, not need); 
Forthwith from dance to ſweet repaſt they turn 6 30 
Deſirous; all in circles as they ſtood, _ 
Tables are ſet, and on a ſudden pil'd- 


in ſong and dance about the ſacred hill; in myſtical 
dance, which yonder ſtarry ſphere (620) of planets and 
of fixed ſtars, reſembles neareſt i in all her wheels, and 
Intricate, eccentric, and intervolved mazes, yet then 
moſt regular, when they feem to us moſt Irregular; 
and divine harmony fo ſmoothes her charming tones in 


their motions (625), that God's own ear liſtens de- 


« lighted. Evening now - approached (for we alfo have 
dur evening and our morn, though we have ours for de- 
lectable change, not need) being now deſirous of a re- 
fection, they forthwith turn from dance to ſweet repaſt; 
e ſet ali in circles as * ſtood, and on a ſud: 
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With angels food, and rubied nectar ſſows, 

In pearl, in diamond, and maſſy gold; 

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heav'n. 635 

On flowers repos'd, and with freſh flow'rets crown'd, 

They eat, they drink, andi in communion ſweet 

Quaff immortality and joy, ſecure 

Of ſurfeit, where full meaſure only bounds 

Exceſs, before th' all-bounteous King, who ſhow*r*d 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 

Now when ambroſial night, with clouds exhaPd , 

From that high mount of God, whence light and 
ſhade : 

Spring both, the face of bright heav'n had 

chang' d 205 

To n twilight, (for night comes not there 


5 Jew they are piled with angels food, fruit of delicious 
vines, the growth of heaven, and rubied nectar flows 


in cups of peatl, and in diamond cups, and in cups f | 


maſſy gold (635). Now repoſed on flowers, and 
and crowned with freſh flowerets, they eat, they drink, 
and quaff immortality and joy (ſecure of ſurfeit, where 
full meaſure only bounds exceſs) before the all- boun- 
teous King, who ſhowered upon them with copious. 
hand, rejoycing in their joy (641). Now when am- 
broſial night, exhaled with clouds from that hig 
mount of God, whence ſpring both light and ſhade, 
had changed the face of brighteſt heaven to grateful : 
"WINGER for night © comes not there (645) in _ 


26 PARADISE LOST. Book v. 


In darker veil), and roſeat dews diſpos'd 646 
All but th' unſleeping eyes of God to reſt ; 
Wide over all the; plain, and wider. far 
Than all this globous earth in-plain outſpread, 
(Such are the courts of God) th? angelic throng 656 
Diſpers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living ſtreams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberleſs, and ſudden rear'd, 
Celeſtial tabernacles, where they flept 
Fann' d with cool winds ; fave thoſe who, in their 

_ courſe, 5 
Mielodious hymns rout the ſov'reign throne 6 56 
Alternate all night long. But not ſo wak'd © 
Satan; ſo call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in heav'n; he of the firſt, 


veil), and roſeat dews diſpoſed all to reſt but the un- 
ſleeping eyes of God; the angelic throng, diſperſed in 
bands and files, extend theit camp by living ſtreams a- 
mong the trees of life, wide over all the plain, and 
wider far than all this globous earth outſpread in plain 
(ſuch are the courts of God) and of a ſudden they | 
reared numberleſs pavilions and celeſtial tabernacles, 
where they llept, fanned with cool winds; fave thoſe 
who, in their courſe (655), ſung melodious Hymns al- 
ternate, all night long, about the ſovereign throne : 

But Satan waked not ſo; ſo call him now, for his for- 
mer name is heard no more in heaven ; he was of the 
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| If not the firſt Arch-angel, great in pow'r, | 660 
In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught | 
Wich envy *gainſt the Son of God, that day 
Honour' d by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
Meſſiah King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that fi icht, and thought himſelf im- 
„ | 66 5 
Deep — thence conceiving and diſdain, 
Soon as midnight brought on the duſky hour, 
Friendlieſt to ſleep and filence, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diſlodge, and leaye 
ner . unobey'd, the throne ſupreme, 670 
Contemptuous; and his next ſubordinate 
Awak' ning, thus to him in ſecret ſpake. 


firſt, if not the firſt Arch-angel, great in power (660), 
in, favour, and Pre- eminence, yet fraught with envy 


| againſt the Son of God, who was that day honoured by 
his great Father, and proclaimed the anointed Meſſiah, 


and could not, through pride, bear that ſight, and 
2 ; thought, himſelf impaired. (665). Thence conceiving 
diſdain and deep malice, as ſoon as midnight brought 
| on the duſky hour which | is friendlieſt to ſleep and ſi- 
lence, he contemptuoully reſolved, with all his legions, | 
to diſlodge, and leave, unworſhipped and unobeyed the 
ſupreme throne (670); and the next ſubordinate” to him 
| - awakening, he ſpake thus to him in ſecret. Dear com- 
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Sleep'ſt thou, companion dear, what ſleep can 
cloſe | 
Thy eye-lids ? and e I decree 
Of yelterday, ſo late hath paſs'd the lips 675 
Of heav*n's Almighty: Thou to me thy thoughts 
Walt wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ; 
Both waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy ſleep diſſent ? New laws thou ſeeſt impos'd 
New laws from him who reien new minds may 
ae - | | 

In us who ſerve, new counſels, to debate at - 
What doubtful may enſue ; More in this place 
To utter is not ſafe. Aſſemble thou 
Of all thoſe myriads which we lead the chief; - 
Tell them, that by command, ere yet dim niche 


panion, fleepeſt thou? what ſleep can cloſe thy eye-lids, 
-when thou remembereſt what decree, ſo late as yeſter- 


day, hath paſſed the lips (675) of heaven's Almighty. 
Thou -waft wont to impart thy thoughts to me, and 1 


was wont to impart mine to thee; when both waking, 
we were one; how then can thy ſleep now diſſent? 
Thou ſeeſt new laws impoſed; new laws from him 
who reigns, may raiſe new minds and new counſels i in 
us who ſerve, to debate (681) what doubtful may en- 
ſue : It is not ſafe to utter more in this place. Do 
thou afſemble the chief of all thoſe myriads which we 
lead; tell them that, by command, ere dim night with- 
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Her ſhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haſte, 685 
And all who under me their banners wave, 


Homeward, with flying march, where we poſſeſs 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 

Fit entertainment to receive our King, 690 
The great Meſſiah, and his new commands, 
Who · ſpeedily through all the hierarchies 

intends to paſs triumphant, and give laws. 

So ſpake the falſe Arch- angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th* unwary breaſt 695 
Of his aſſociate: He together calls, 
Or ſeveral one by one, the regent powers, 


Under him regent; tells, as he was taught, 


That the Moſt High commanding, now ere night, 


Nov ere dim night had diſincumber'd heav'n, 700 


draws her ſhadowy cloud, I am to haſte (68 5) homeward | 
with flying march all who wave their banners under 


8 me, where we poſſeſs the quarters of the north, there 


to prepare fit entertainment to receive our King (690), 


- the great Meſſiah, and his new commands, who in- | 


tends ſpeedily to paſs triumphant through all the hie- 
rarchies, and give new laws. So ſpake the falſe Arch- 


angel, and infuſed bad influence into the unwary breaſt 


(695) of his aſſociates: He calls together, or ſeverally 
one by one, the regent powers, under him their re- 


gent; and, as he was taught, tells them, that, the 
. Moſt High commanding, the great hierarchal ſtandard - 


was to move ere dim 28 had ditincumbered heaven 
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| The great bierarchal ſtandard was to move z ; 
Tells the ſuggeſted cauſe, and caſts between 


Ambiguous words'and jealoiifies, to ſound 

Or taint- integrity : But all obey'd 

The wonted ſignal, and ſuperi tor voice 70g 

Of their great potentate 3 for great indeed 

His name, and high was his degree i in heav'n ; 

His count*nance, as the morning-ftar that guides 

The ſtarry flock; allur'd them, and with lies 

Drew aſter him the third j parc 0¹ Cheav'n's heft. 510 
Mean while th* eternal eye, whoſe ſight diſcerns 

Abſtruſeſt thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 

And froti within the golden lamps that bury 

Nightly before him, ſaw without their light 

Rebellion riſing ; ſaw in who thi, how ſpread 9 I5 


(Joo); tells likewiſe the 3 ſuggeſted, and caſts ; am: 
biguous words and jealouſies between, to ſound, or to 
taint their integrity : Bur all obeyed the woated ſignal 
and the ſuperior voice (70 5) of their great potentate ; 


for his name was indeed great, and his degree was 


high i in heaven; his countenance, like the morning- 
ſtar that guides the ſtarry flock, allured, and with his 
lies he drew after him the third part of the hoſt of hea- 
ven (7 10). Mean while the eternal eye, whoſe f ight 
diſcerns the abſtruſeſt thoughts; ſaw, from forth his 
holy mount, and from within the golden lamps that 
nightly burn before him, in whom rebellibu3 was ri- 


ſing, and how it ſpread (715) among the bons of the 
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Among che ſons of morn, what multitudes 

Were banded to oppoſe his high decree; 

And ſmiling to his only Son chus ſaid. 
Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 

In full reſplendence, heir of all my might, 720 

Nearly it now concerns us to be ſure 

Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 

We mean to hold what antiently we claim 

Of deity or empire: Such a foe 

Is riſing, who intends to erect his throne 724 

Equal to' ours, throughout the ſpacious north; 

Nor ſo content, hath in chis thought to try 

In battle, what our pow is, or our right. 

Let us adviſe, and to this hazard draw 

With ſpeed what force is left, and all employ 730 

In our defence; * unawares we loſe 


morning, and what multitudes were banded to oppoſe 

is high decree; and thus ſaid to his only Son fmiling, 
Son, in whom 1 behold my glory in full reſplendence, 
5 heir of all my might (720), it now nearly concerns us 
to be fure of our ommipotenee, and with what arms we 
mean to hold what of deity ot empire we antiently 
claim z ſuch a foe is fifing as intends to erect a thronie 
(72 (725) equal to ours throughoutfthe ſpacious north; nor 


| | ponent a. he bath! in ws thought " 1 in battle wbt 1 


6 


this hazard with ſpeed «hat force is left, and e 
(730) u all in our defence, leſt we unawares loſe 
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This our high place, our ſanctuary, our hill. 
To whom the Son, with calm aſpect and clear, 
Lightning divine, ineffable, ſerene, 


Made anſwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 73 5 
Juſtly haſt 3 in deriſion, and ſecure 
Laugh'ſt at their vain deſigns and e TN 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illuſtrates, when they ſee all regal pow'r 
Giv*n me to quell their pride, and in event 740 
Know whether I be dextrous to ſubdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worſt in heav'n. 

So ſpake the Son ; but Satan, with his pow'rs, 
Far was advanc'd on winged ſpeed, an hoſt 
Innumerable as the ſtars of night, 2343 


this our high place, our ſanctuary, our hill. Ta 
whom the Son made anfwer with calm and clear a: 
ſpect, and with lightning divine, ineffable, and ſe- 

rene. Mighty Father, thou haſt thy foes (735) juſtly in 
deriſion, and, being ſecure, laugheſt at their vain. 
deſigns. and troubles, - which 1s matter of glory to me, 
whom their hate illuſtrates, when they ſee all regal 
power given to me to quell their pride, and to know, 
in the event (740), whether I be dextrous (able) to ſub- 
due thy rebels, or be found the worſt in heaven. So 
the Son ſpake; but Satan, being on winged ſpeed, 
was far advanced with his powers, an Hoſt .nnume- 


Fable as the ſtars of night (745), or the ſtars of the 
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Or ſtars of morning, e which the ſun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they paſs*d, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and potentates, and thrones, | 


! 


In their triple degrees; regions to which 750 


All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth, 
And all the ſea, from one entire globoſe 
Stretch'd into longitude ; which having paſs'd, 


At length into the limits of the north 755 


They came; and Satan to his royal ſeat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Rais'd on a mount, with pyramids and tow'rs 


From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold; 


The palace of great Lucifer, (ſo call e 


3 or the dew- drops, which the ſun 1mpearls 
on every leaf and every flower. They paſſed, in their 
triple degrees, regions which were the mighty regen 
cies of Seraphim, and potentates, and thrones z re- 


gions, Adam, to which all thy dominion (750) is no 


more than what this garden is to all the earth, and all 


the ſea, ſtretched into longitude from one entire glo- ä 
boſe; which regions having paſſed, they came at 


length into the limits of the north (755), and Satan 
went to his royal ſeat high on a hill, as a mount raiſed 
on a mount, and blazing far with pyramids and towers 


hewn from diamond quarries, and from rocks of gold; 
| the palace of great Lucifer, (fo call (760) that ſtructure, 
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That iirpRuee in the dialect of men 

Interpreted), which not long after, he 

Affecting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

Meſhah was declar'd in ſight of heav'n, 76; 

The Mountain of the Congregation, call'd ; 

For thither he aſſembl'd all his train, 

Pretending ſo commanded to conſult 

About the great reception of their King, 

Thither to come, and with calumnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. Ro 
Thrones, dominations, meg, virtues, 

pow'rs, 
1 theſe magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely. titular, ſince by decree Tc 


beiyg interpreted in the dalect of wen), Which not 
Along after he, affecting all equality. with God, called 


the Mountain of the Congregation, in imitation of that 


maunt. whereon the Meſſiah was declared in ſight of 
heaven (7 6 5) 3 for he aſſembled all his- train thither, 
pretending that he was ſo commanded, in order to con- 
ſult abou: che great reception of their King, who was 
to come thither, and he held their ears attentive with 
calumnious art (770) of counterfeited truth thus. 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers, 
if cheſe magnific titles remain yet not merely titular, 
ſince now, by decree, another hath ingroſſed all power 


W „„ wb wth 
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Another now hath to himſelf ingroſs' d 775 


All pow'r, and us eclips'd under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this haſte 


Of midnight-march, and hurried meeting here, 
This only to conſult how we may beſt, 


With what may be devis'd of honours new, 780 
Receive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proſtration vile, 


_ Too much to one, but double how endur'd, 


To one and to his image now proclaim d? 
But what if better counſels might erect 785 


Gur minds, and teach us to caſt off this yoke ? 


Will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to bend 
The ſupple knee? Ye will not, if I truſt 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourſelves 


to himſelf (775), and has eclipſed us under the name 
of King anointed, for whom all this haſte of midnight- 
march, and hurried meeting here, is made, and this 
only to conſult how we may beſt (with what may be 
deviſed of new honours) (781) receive him, coming to 
receive from us knee-tribute yet unpaid by us, vile pro- 


ſtration, too much to pay to one, but when double, 
how is it to be endured, to pay it to one, and alſo ta 
his image now proclaimed ? But what if better coun- 


ſels might erect our minds (785), and teach us to caſt 
off this yoke ? will ye ſubmit your necks, and chuſe to 
bend the ſupple knee? Ye will not, if I truſt to know. 
you right, or if you know yourſelves to be natives and 
| FEE Aaa 
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Natives and us of heav'n poſſeſs d before 790 


By none; and if not equal all, yet free, 
Equally free; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well conſiſt. 
Who can in reaſon then, or right, aſſume 
Monarchy over ſuch as live by right 79 5 
His equals, if in pow'r and ſplendor leſs, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

Law and edi& on us, who without law 
Err not? much leſs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to th' abuſe 300 
Of thoſe imperial titles, which aſſert 
Our being ordain'dto govern, not to ſerve. 
Thus far his bold ny without controll | 


| ſons of heaven, which was poſſeſſed before you by none 
*(790), and if you are not all equal, yet you are all free, 
"equally free; for orders and degrees jar not with liber- 
ty, but conſiſt well together. Who can either in right 
or reaſon then aſſume monarchy over fuch as live his 


equals by right (795), if we are leſs i in power and ſplen- 
dor, yet we are equal in freedom ? or who can intro- 


duce law and edict on us, who err not without a law? 


much leſs for this introduction to law and edict, aſ- 
ſume to be our Lord, and look for adoration to the a- 


buſe (800) of thoſe imperial titles, which aſſert our be- 


ing ordained to govern, not to ſerve. Thus far his 
bold diſcourſe had audience without controll, when 


Abdiel, than WA none with more zeal ador'd 


The Deity, and divine commands obey” d, 806 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal evere 1 


Words which no ear ever to hear in heav' n 810 | 


Canſt thou with impious obloquy condemm Ee 
The juſt decree of God pronounc'd and ſworn, 
| That to his only Son, by right endu'd 81 5 
With regal ſcepter, every ſoul in heav'n | 


Confeſs him rightful King ? Unjuſt, thou ſay'ſt, 


Abdiel, who was among the Seraphim, and than 
whom none adored (805) the Deity, and obeyed the 


thus. O blaſphemous argument, falſe and proud! 


thyſelf art ſo high in place above thy peers. Canſt 


God, pronounced and ſworn by him, that to his only Son 


\ 


Had audience; when among the Seraphim 


The current of his fury thus oppos'd 
O argument blaſphemous, falſe 0 proud a 


Expected, leaſt of all from thee, ingrate, 
In place thyſelf ſo high above thy peers. 


Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 


divine commands with more zeal, ſtood up, and, in a = |: 
ſevere flame of zeal, oppoſed the current of his fury | 


Words which no ear ever expected to hear in heaven 
(8 10), leaſt of all from thee, thou ingrate ! ſince thou 


thou condemn with impious obloquy the juſt decree of 
endued by right (815) with regal ſcepter, every foul in 


heaven ſhall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
confeſs bim rightful King! ? Un * thou x foyelt flat · 
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Flatly | unjuſt, to bind with laws the free, 

And equal over equals to let reign, 829 

One over all with unſucceeded power. 

dhalt thou give law to God, ſhalt thou difpute 

With him the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what thou art, and form'd the pov of 
heav'n 0 

Such as he pleas'd, and eitcumſerid4d their being 2 

Yet, by Experience taught, we know how good, 

And of our good and of our dignity 827 

How provident he is; how far from thought 

- To make us leſs, bent rather to exalt 


Our happy ſtate, under one head more near 8 30 


United. But to grant it thee unjuſt, 
That equal over on monarch reign : 


ly onjult, to bind the frog with laws, and to [et an e. 
qual reign over equals (820), one to reign over all 
with unſucceeded power. Shalt thou give law to God, 
ſpalt thou diſpute with him the points of liberty, who 
made thee what thou art, and who formed the powers 
of heaven ſuch as he pleaſed, and circumſcribed their 
being ? yet, taught by experience, we know how goo® 
he is (826), and how provident he is of our good and 
of our dignity, and how far it is from his thought to 

make us leſs, but that he is rather bent to exalt our hap- 


| py ſtate under one head more nearly united to us (830). 


- But to grant it to- thee to be unjuſt, that an equal 


ſhould reign monarch over equals ; Doſt thou count 


= 
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Thyſelf, tho! great and glorious, doſt thou count, 
Or all angelic nature joinꝰd in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son? by whom, 835 
As by his Word, the mighty Father made 
All things, ev'n thee ; and all the ſp'rits of heav'n 
By him created in theie bright degrees, 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory nam'd 
- Thrones dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow” rs, 
Effential pow'rs ; nor by his reign obſcur'd, 841 
| But more luſtrious made; - ſince he the head 
One of our number thus reduc'd becomes; 
| His laws our laws; all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Ceaſe then this impious rage, 
And tempt not 4 ors ; but haſten to appeaſe 846 


thyſelf, though creat and glorious, or all * ackivn 1 
joined i in one, equal to him the only begotten Son ? by | 
whom, as by his Ward (835), the mighty Father made 

all things, even thee; and all the ſpirits of heaven 

were created by him in their bright degrees, and he 
crowned them with glory, and, to add to their glory, he 

named tham thrones, dominations, princedoms, vir- 

tues, powers, eſſential powers; nor was this glory ob- 

ſcured by his reign (841), but made more illuſtrious ; + - 

ſince he who is the head one of our number becomes ; 
thus reduced; his laws become our laws; and all ho- 

nour done to him returns our own honour. Ceaſe 


then this impious rage (845), and tempt not theſe an · 
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Th' incenſed Father, and th' incenſed Son, 
While pardon may be found in time beſought. 
. 80 ſpake the fervent angel; but his zcall 
be = Nönc ſeconded, as out of ſeaſon judg'd, 8 50 
Or fingular and raſh * Whereat rejoic'd | 4 

Th' apoſtate, and more haughty thus reply; 
| That we were form'd then ay thou ; and the 
work 
Of ſecondary hands, by taſk for 5 
15 From Father to his Son? Strange point and new ! 4 
* Doctrine which we would know whence learn'd : 
Who . | 8 56 
1 When this creation was? remember'ſt thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 5 
We know no time when we were not as now; 


Ee 


— 


gels; hut haſten to appeaſe the incenſed Father, and 

the incenſed Son, while pardon may be found if be- 

fought in time. So ſpake the fervent angel; but none 

feconded his zeal, as judged out of ſeaſon (850), or too 

|  fingularand raſh; Whereat the apoſtate rejoiced, and 

becoming more haughty, replied thus. Sayeſt thou 

then that we were formed? and that we were the work 

HE of ſecondary hands, transferred by taſk from the Father 

3B} to his Son? This is a ſtrange and new point (855)! a 

l doctrine which we would gladly know whence it was | 

HM | learned: Who ſaw when this creation was? remem- 

* dereſt thou the time of thy making, while the Maker 

| | gave thee being? we know no time when we were not 
| 
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| Know none before us, ſclf-begot, ſelf-rais'd 860 


By our own quick*ning power, when fatal courſe 
Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native heav'n, ethereal ſons, 


Our puiſfance 1 is our own; our own right hand 


Shall teach us-higheſt deeds, by proof to try 865 
Who is our equal: Then thou ſhalt behold - 
Whether by ſupplication we inted 


Addreſs; and to begirt th* Almighty throne 


\Beſeeching or beſieging. This report, 


"Theſe tidings carry to th' anointed King; 870 


And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. , 
He faid, and, as the ſound of waters deep, 


Hloarſe murmur echo'd to his words applauſe 


Through the infinite hoſt ; nor leſs for that 


as we are now; we know none before us, we are ſelf- 
begot, and ſelf-raiſed (860) by our own quickening 


power, when fatal courſe had circled his full orb, then 


we ethereal ſons became the mature birth of this our 


native heaven. Our puifſance,is our own; our own 


right hand ſhall teach us higheſt deeds to try by proof 


(865) who is our equal : Then thou ſhalt behold whe- | 
ther we intend to addreſs by ſupplication, and to begirt 
the Almighty throne by beſeeching or beſieging. Do 
thou carry this report and theſe tidings to the anointed 


King (870); and fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. He . 
ſaid, and hoarſe murmur echoed applauſe to his words 


"through the infinite. * as the ſound of MD) waters; 


* 
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The flaming Seraph fearleſs, though alone 875 : 


Incompaſs'd round with foes, thus anſwer'd bold. 
O alienate from God, O ſp'rit accurs'd, | 


Forfaken of all good; I ſee thy fall 


Determin'd, and thy 555 5 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion ſpread 888 
Both of thy crime and puniſhment: Henceforth 


No more be troubled how to quit the yoke - 


Of God's Mefliah ; thoſe indulgent laws 


Will not be now vouchſaf 'd; other decrees . 


Againſt thee are gone forth without recall z 88 5 ; 
That golden ſcepter, which thou didſt reject, 


Is now an iron rod to bruiſe and bre 
Thy diſobedience, Well thou didſt adviſe; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly | 


nor as he flaming Seraph leſs fearleſs for that, the 


alone, and incompaſſed round with foes, and he an- 


ſwered in bold words thus (876). O alienate from 
God, O ſpirit accurſed, forſaken of all good; I ſee thy 
fall determined, and thy hapleſs crew involved j in this 
perfidions fraud, and I fee the contagion ſpread (880) 
both of thy crime and puniſhment : Henceforth be no 
more troubled how to quit the yoke'of God's Meſſiah; 
- thoſe indul gent laws will not now be vouchſafed; other 
decrees are gone forth againſt thee without recall (885); 
that golden ſcepter which thou didſt reject, is now 

turned into an iron rod to break and bruiſe thy diſobe 

dience. Thou didſt adriſe well, yet not for me advios | 


4 0 
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Pd 


Theſe wicked tents devoted, leſt the wrath 890 
Impendent, raging info ſudden flame 


Diſtinguiſn not: For ſoon. expect to feel 


His thunder on thy head; devouring fire. 


Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
When who can uncreate thee thou ſhalt know. 99 3 


So ſpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithleſs, faithful only he; 1 


Among innumerable falſe, unmor d, 


nſmhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrify'd, 


His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; 900 
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 


To ſwerve from trutli, or change his conſtant 


mind, 


The? ſingle. From amidſt them forth he paſs'd, 


3 


or threats do 1 fly theſe wicked and devoted tents, but 


| I fly leſt the wrath (890) impendent, raging into ſud- 


den flame, diſtinguiſh not: For expect ſoon to feel his 
thunder on thy head, devouring fire. Then learn la- 
menting who created thee, when thou ſhalt know who 
can uncreate thee (895). So ſpake the Seraph Abdiel, 
who was found faithful among the faithleſs, he only 


faithful; he, among innumerable falſe angels, kept his 
loyalty, his love, and his zeal unmoved, unſhaken, un- 


ſeduced, and unterrified (900); nor number, nor ex- 
ample wrought with him, though he was ſingle, to 


| mere. from truth, or change his conſtant mind. He 
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Long way thro? hoſtile Conn which he ſultain | 
| Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 905 


And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd 


On thoſe proud towꝰrs to ſwift deſtruction doom! d. 


; | paſſed forth from amidſt flow a long way . 


hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſuſtained with ſuperior mind, 
nor feared he aught of violence (905); and he turned 
his back with retorted ſcorn on thoſe proud towers 
doomed to ſwift e - 


The Exp of the FirTa Book. 


TAE AR GUM ENT of Book VI 


Rayman continues td relite how Michael and Ga- 


briel went forth to battle againſt Satan and his an- 
gels. The firſt fight deſeribd: Satan and his powers 


retire under night: He calls a council, invents de- 
viliſn engins, which, in the ſecond day's fight, put 


Michael and his angels to ſome diſorder; but they 
at length pulling up. mountains, overwhelm'd both 
the force and machines of Satan : Let the tumult not 


ſo ending, God, on the third day, ſends Meſſiah his 
Son, for whom he had reſerv'd the glory of that 
victory : He, in the power of his Father, coming to 
the place, and cauſing all his legions to ſtand till on 
either ſide, with his chariot and thunder driving in- 
to the midſt of his enemies, purſues them, unable to 


reſiſt, towards the wall of heaven; which opening, = 


they leap down with horror and confuſion into the 
place of puniſhment prepared for them in the deep: 
Mcſhah returns with triumph to his Father. 
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LL night the dreadleſs angel, unpurſu'd, 
Through heay'n's wide champaign held hig 

| Way; till Morn, 5 

Wak'd by the circling hours, with roſy band 

VUnbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 


Within the mount of God, faſt by his throne, 8 


Where light and darkneſs in perpetual round 


Lodge and dinodge by turns, which makes theo! | 


heav'n 


Graceful viciflitude, like day nd ode ; 
Light yy S and at the other door 


THE dreadleſs angel held bis way all night 8 
heaven's wide champaign unpurſued; till morn, waked 
by the circling hours, unbarred the gates of light with 
- roſy hand. There is a cave within the mount of God, 
Faſt by his throne (5), where light and darkneſs, in per- 
petual round, lodge and diſlodge by turns, which makes 
grateful viciflitude through heaven like day and night; 


light if iſſues forth at one door, and at the other door ob- 


PFF 
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Obſequious darkneſs enters, till her wes: 10 
To veil the heav'n, tho darkneſs there might well 
Scem twilight here: And now went forth the morn 
Such as in higheſt heay?n, array'd i in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vaniſh'd night, 

Shot thro? with orient beams; when all the plain 
Cover'd with thick imbattled ſquadrons bright 16 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery ſteeds _ 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt met his view. 
War he perceiv'd, war in procinct; and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 26 
To have reported: Gladi then he mix d 
Among thoſe friendly pow rs, who him receiv'd__ 
With j Joy and ganas loud, 1 ns, 


— 


ſequious darkneſs enters in till her hour (10) t to veil the 


heaven, though darkneſs there might well ſeem twilight 
here: And now went forth the morn, ſuch as it is in 


higheſt heaven, arrayed in empyreal gold ; night va- 


niſhed from before her, being ſhot through with orient 


beams; when all the plain (15), covered with thick 


and bright imbattled ſquadrons, chariots and flaming 


arms, and fiery ſteeds reflecting blaze on blaze, firſt 
met his view: He perceived war, war in procinct, and 
found, that what he had thought to have reported for 


news was already known (20). He then gladly mixed 


among thoſe friendly powers, who received him with 


per _ 6 acclamations, that one, that of ſo many 


— . ͤ—ͤöͤ;ö ́] ¶ — 
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That of ſo many myriads fall'n, yet one 


Return'd not loſt. On to the facred hill © 25 


They led him high applauded, and preſent 


Before the ſeat ſupreme; ; from whence a voice, 


From midſt a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 
Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou fought 


The better fight, who ſingle hath maintain'd 30 
Againſt revolted multitudes the cauſe 5 

Of truth, in word mightier than they arms; 5 
And for the teſtimony of truth haſt borne 
Univerſal reproach, far worſe to bear 

Than violence; for this was all thy care, 35 
To ſtand approv'd in ſight of God, tho? worlds 
Judg'd thee perverſe. The eaſier conqueſt now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoſt of friends, 


myriads fallen, yet chat one returned not loſt : They led 


him on to the ſacred hill (2 5) high applauded, and pre- 
ſent him before the ſupreme ſeat, whence a mild voice 


was heard from amidſt a golden cloud thus. Servant 
of God, well done, well haſt thou fought the better 


fight, who haſt fingle maintained (30) the cauſe of truth 

againſt revolted multitudes, and art mightier i in word 
- than they are in arms; and haſt borne univerſal re- 
proach for the teſtimony of truth, which is far worſe 
to. bear than violence ; for this was all thy care (35) 
to ſtand approved i in ſight of God, though worlds Judged 
thee perverſe : The eaſier . conqueſt | now remains to 
thee, aided by this hoſt of oy to return back on 
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Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 

Than ſcorn'd thou didſt depart ; and to ſubdue 40 
By force, who reaſon for their law refuſe, 

Right reaſon for their law, and for their King 
Meſſiah, who by right of merit reigns. 

Go, Michael, of celeſtial armies prince, 
And thou Th military proweſs next, EP 
Gabriel, lead forth to battle theſe my ſons _ 
Invincible, lead forth my armed faints, - 

By thouſands and by millions, rang'd for fight, 
Equal in number to that godlefs crew _ 
Rebellious : Them with fire and hoſtile arms 50 
Fearleſs aſſault; and to the brow of heav'n 


Purſuing, drive them out from God and bliſs, 


Into their place of nn the gulf 


thy foes, more glorious than thou didſt depart ſcorned, 
and to ſubdue (40) by force thoſe who refuſe reaſon for 


their law, right reaſon for their law, and Meſſiah for 
their King, who reigns by right of merit. Go, Mi- 


chael, prince of celeſtial armies, and thou, Gabriel, 
next in military proweſs, go (45) lead forth to battle 
theſe my invincible ſons, lead forth my armed ſaints + 
by thouſands and by millions ranged for fight, equal in 
number to tffat godleſs and rebellious crew; affault 


them fearleſs with fire and hoſtile arms (50), and, pur- 


ſuing them to the brow of heaven, drive them out from. 


God and bliſs, into their place of puniſhment, the gulf 
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of Tarte which 18210 opens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their fall. 55 
| So ſpake the ſor'reign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and ſmoke. to roll. 
In duſky wreathes, reluctant flames, the ſign 
Of wrath awak'd ; nor with leſs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high gan blow: 60 


nd the powers militant, 
That ſtood for heay? n, in mighty quadrate joinꝰd 


Of union irreſiſtible, mov'd on 

In ſilence their bright legions, to the ſound 
Of inſtrumental harmony, that breath'd 65 
Heroic ardour to advent'rous deeds 

Under their god-like leaders, in the cauſe 

Of God and his Meſſiah. On they move 


ef Tartarus, which ready opens wide his fiery . chaos 
to receive their fall (55). So ſpake the ſovereign vcice, 
and clouds began to darken all the hill, and ſmoke be- 
gan to roll in duſky wreaths with reluctant flames, the 
ſign of wrath awaked; nor with leſs dread the loud e- 
thereal trumpet began to blow from on high (60) ; At 
which command the militant powers that ſtood for hea- 
ven, being joined in mighty quadrate of irreſiſtible. u- 
nion, moved on their bright legions in ſilence, under 
their god-like leaders, to the ſound of inſtrumental 
. barmony, that breathed (65) heroic ardour ta adven- 
trous deeds in the cauſe of God and his Meſſiah. On 
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Indiffolubly | firm; nor obvious kill, 
Nor ſtrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ſtream divides 


Their perfect ranks} for high above the ground {8 
Their march was, and the paſſive air upbore 


Their nimble tread ; as when the total kind 
of birds, in orderly array on wing, 


Came ſummon'd over Eden, to receive 75 
Their names of thee ſo over many a tract 


Of heav'n they march'd, and many aprovince wide, 
Tenfold the lerigth of this terrene : At laſt 


Far in th' horizon to the north appear*d 


From ſkirt to ſkirt a fiery region, ſtretch'd 80. 


| In battalous aſpect, and nearer view 
Briſtled with upright beams innumerable 


they move indifolubly firm, nor obvious hill, nor 
ſtraitning vale, nor wood, nor ſtream divides (70) 


their perfect ranks; for their march was high above 
the ground, and the paſſive air upbore their nimble 
tread; as when the total kind of birds, in orderly array 
on wing, came ſummoned over Eden to receive their 
names of thee, Adam (75); fo. they marched over 


many a tract of heaven, and many a wide province, 


tenfold the length of this terrene globe: At laſt, far in 
the horizon to the north, appeared a fiery region, ſtretch- 
ed from firt to ſkirt (80) in battalous aſpect, and, at 


nearer view, proved to be the banded powers of Satan, 


haſting on with furious expeditjon, and briſtled with 
innumetable ee beams of rigid deem, and e 
| Ccc | 
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Of rigid ſpears, and helmets throng'd, and ſhields 
Various, with boaſtful argument portray'd, 
The banded pow'rs of Satan haſting on 85 
With furious expedition; for they ween'd 
That ſelf- ſame day, by fight, or by ſurpriſe, 
| To win the mount of God, and on his throne 
To ſet the envier of his ſtate, the proud | 
Aſpirer; but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 
In the mid-way : Tho? ſtrange to us it ſeem'd 91 
At firſt, that angel ſhould with angel war, 
And in fierce hoſting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in feſtivals of joy and lore. 


Unanimous, as ſons of one great fire, „ 


FHymning th' eternal Father: But the ſhout 
Of battle now began, and ruſhing ſound 
Of onſet ended ſoon each milder thought. 


ed helmets, and various ſhields, portrayed with boaſt- 
ful argument (84); for they weened that ſelf-ſame day to 
win the mount of God, either by fight or by ſurpriſe, 
and to ſet the envier of his ſtate, the proud aſpirer, on 
his throne ; but their thoughts proved fond and vain in 
the mid-way (91): Though it ſeemed ſtrange to us at 
flirſt, that angel ſhould war with angel, and meet in fierce 
hoſting, who wont to meet ſo oft in feſtivals of joy and 
- unanimous love, as ſons of one great fire, hymning 


the eternal Father (96) : But the ſhout of battle now | 


began, and the ruſhing ſound of onſet ſoon ended each 
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High in the midſt exalted as a God 


Th' Apoſtate in his ſun-bright chariot os "209" 


Idol of majeſty divine, inclos? d 
With flaming Cherubim and golden ſhields ; 


Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now ' 


Twixt hoſt and hoſt but narrow ſpace was left, 


A dreadful interval, and front to front 105 


Preſented ſtood in terrible array 


Of hideous length: Before the cloudy van, 


On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 


Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc'd | 
Came tow'ring, armed in adamant and gold; 110 


Abdiel that fight endur'd not, where he ſtood 


Among the mightieſt, bent on higheſt deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores, 


milder thought. The apoſtate ſat in his ſun- bright 


chariot (100) in the midſt high exalted as a god, and 
as the idol of divine majeſty, being incloſed with fla- 


ming Cherubim and golden ſhields ; then he lighted 


from his gorgeous throne, for now but narrow ſpace 
was left between hoſt and hoſt, a dreadful interval, and 
front ſtood preſented to front (105) of hideous length 
in terrible array : Satan being advanced before the 
_ cloudy van, on the rough edge of battle ere it joined, 

came towering with vaſt and haughty ſtrides, armed 


in adamant and gold (110); Abdiel endured not that 
* 5 | 

fight, where he ſtood among the mightieſt, and bent 

en higheſt deeds, he explores his own undaunted heart 


5 
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O e! that ſuch reſetifblanies of the Higheſt 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 1 13 


Remain not: Wherefore ſhould not x and 


might 
There fail where virtue fails; or weakeſt prove 
W here boldeſt, though to fight unconquerable? 
His puiſſance, truſting in th? Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whoſe reaſon I have try'd 129 
| Unſound and falſe; nor is it aught but juſt, ; 
That he who in dehate of truth hath won, iy 
| Should win in arms, in both diſputes dike 
Victor; ; though brutiſh that conteſt, and foul, 
| When reaſon hath to deal with force, yet ſo 12 5 
Moſt reaſon is that reaſon overcome. #2 
80 pondering, and from his armed moet 


8 O heaven | that ſuch reſemblance of the High- 


eſt ſhould yet remain, where faith and reality (115) 
remain not : Wherefore ſhould not ſtrength and 


might fail there where virtue fails, or prove weakeſt 


where boldeſt, though unconquerable to ſight? truſt- 
ing in the Almighty's s aid, 1 mean to try his puiſſance, 


whoſe unſound and falſe reaſon I have tried (120); nor 


is it aught but juſt, that he who h hath won in the debate 
of truth, ſhould win in arms, and ſhould be victor in 
both diſputes alike; though brutiſh and foul is that 


conteſt, when reaſon hath to deal with force, yet ſo 


(125) it is moſt reaſon that reaſon ſhould ofercome. 80 
popderings and xd Repping forth oppoſite from his armed 


J. ß OE TE 


Bock VI. PARADISE LOST, a1 


Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half-way he met 


His daring foe, at this prevention more ; 


Incens'd, and thus ſecurely him defy'd. C 30 
Proud, art thou met? thy haps was to have 
enn f 
The heighth of thy aſpiring unoppos' 'd, 
The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy power 


Or potent tongue: Fool, not to think how vain 
_ Againſt the Omnipotent to riſe in arms; 1 36 


Who out of ſmalleſt things could, without end, 
Have rais'd inceſſant armies to defeat 48 - 


Thy folly ; ; or with ſolitary hand 


Reaching beyond all limit; at one blow, 149 


Pnaided . have finiſh'd ches, and whelm d 


| peers, he met his daring foe half-way (who was more 


incenſed at this prevention) and thus ſecurely defied 2 


him (130). Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to 


have reached the heighth of thy aſpiring unoppoſed, 
even to the throne of God unguarded, and to find his 
ſide abandoned, at the terror of thy power or potent 
tongue: Fool, not to think how vain (135) it is to riſe 
in arms againſt the Omnipotent ! who, out of ſmalleſt | 
things, could have raiſed inceſſant armies without end - 
to defeat thy folly ; or with ſolitary (i. e. ſingle) hand 
reaching beyond all limit, unaided, could have finiſhed - 


n ch one blow (149) and whelmed thy legions under | f 
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Thy legions under darkneſs : But thou ſeeſt 

All are not of thy train; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not viſible, when I alone 145 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diſſenrt 

From all: My ſe& thou ſeeſt; now learn too. late 

How few ſometimes may know, when thouſands 

| err. . | 16D 
Whom the grand foe, with ſcornful eye aſkance, 

Thus anſwer?d. - Ill for thee, but in wiſh'd hour 


Of my revenge, firſt ſought for thou return'ſt 151 | 


From flight, ſeditious Angel, to receive 

Thy merited reward, the firſt aſſay | 

Of this right hand provok'd, fince firſt that tongue, 
Infpir'd with contradiction, durſt oppoſe 155 


darkneſs : But thou ſeeſt all are not of thy train ; there 
be fome who prefer faith and piety to God, though 
then not viſible to thee, when I alone (14 5) ſeemed in 
thy world to diſſent erroneous from all: My ſe& thou 


feeſt ; now learn too late, how that a few ſometimes 


may know when thouſands. err. Whom the grand foe, 
with ſcornful eye aſkance, anſwered thus. III for thee, 
ſeditious Angel; but thou 'returneſt from flight in 


' wiſhed for hour of my revenge, firſt ſought for by thee, 
to receive thy merited reward, the firſt aſſay of this 


provoked right hand, ſince that tongue, inſpired with 
contradiction, durit firſt oppoſe a third part of the- 
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A third part of the gods, in ſynod met 
Their deities to aſſert, who while they teel 
Vigour. divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'ſt 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 160 
From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
Deſtruction to the reſt : This pauſe between 
(Unanſwer'd leſt thou boaſt) to let thee know; 
At firſt I thought that liberty and heav'n 
To heav'nly ſouls had been all one; but now 16 5 
I ſee that moſt through ſloth had rather ſerve,” 
Miniſt'ring ſp'rits, train'd up in feaſt and ſong ; 
Such haſt thou arm'd, the ae e . 
Servility with freedom to contend, 
As both their deeds ues this Ay ſhall prove. 


os met in Fred's to aſſert their deities, who, while 


they find divine vigour within them, can allow of om- 


nipotence to none. But thou comeſt well before thy 


fellows, being ambitious to win (160) ſome plume 


from me, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow deſtruction to the 
reſt : I make this pauſe between (leſt thou ſhouldſt boaſt 
if unanſwered) to let thee know ; at firſt I thought that 
liberty and heaven had been all one to heavenly ſouls; 


but now I ſee that, through floth, moſt part had rather 
ſerve as miniſtering ſpirits, trained up in feaſt and 


ſong ; ſuch ſpirits haſt thou armed, the mere minſtrel- 


| ſy of heaven, baſe ſervility to contend with freedom, 


2s this day ſhall prove both their deeds when compared 
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To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply d. 171 
Apoſtate, {till thou err'ſt, nor end. Milt nd 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote: 
Unjuſtly thou deprav'lt it with the name | 
Of fervitude, to ſerve whom God otduins, 15 3 
Or Nature: God and Nature bid the ſame, 
When he who rules is worthieſt, and ecells 
Them whom he governs; This is ſervitude, 
To ſerve th? unwiſe, or him o hach rebel'd 


Againſt his worthier, as thine now ſerve 8 1 90 


Thyſelf not free, but to thyſelf inthral'd; 

Tet lewdly dart our miniſt'ring upbraid. 

Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom; let the ſerve 
In heav'n God ever bleſt, and his divine 


(170). To whom Abdiel ſternly replied in brief thus: 
Apoſtate, thou {till. erreſt, nor wilt thou find an end 
of erring, remote from the path of truth: Thau un- 

juſtly depraveſt it with the name of ſervitude, to ſerve 
him whom God or Nature ordains (x75). God and Na- 
ture bid the ſame thing, when he who rules is the wor- 
thieſt, and excells them whom he governs. | This i is 
' ſervitude, to ſerye the unwiſe, or, to ſerve! him, who 
hath rebelled againſt has. worthier, as thine now ſerve 
thee (180), thyſelf not being free, but inthralled to 
thyſelf; yet thou dareſt lewdly upbraid our miniſtering. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom; let me ſerve God, 


wer Dale! in ven. and obey 5 divine bebeſts, who 
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Beheſts obey, worthieſt to be obey'd; 185 


Vet chains in hell, not _—_— . Mean 
while | 
From me return'd, as erſt thou ſaidſt, 1 fight, 
This greeting on thy impious creſt receive, 
So faying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fell 190 
On the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, - 


Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his ſhield, 


Such ruin intercept : Ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 


- 


His maſſy ſpear upſtay*d; as if on earth 195 


Winds under ground, or waters forcing way, 


Sidelong had puſh'd a mountain from his ſeat, - 
_ Halfſunk with all his pines. Amazement ſeiz*d 


is worthieſt to be obeyed, (185); yet expect chains, 
and not realms in hell: Mean while receive from me 
returned (as erſt thou ſaidſt) from flight, this greeting 
on thy impious creſt. So ſaying, he lifted high a noble 
ſtroke which hung not, but fell with ſo ſwift a tempeſt 
(190) on the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, nor 
even motion of ſwift thought, could intercept ſuch ruin, 
far leſs could his ſhield do it: He recoiled back ten 
huge paces ; his, maſly ſpear upſtaid the tenth pace on 


his bended knee; as if on earth (195) winds under 
ground, or waters forcing way, had puſhed a mountain 


1 len from his ſeat, half ſunk with all his pines. 
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The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to ſee 


Thus foiPd their S ours joy fill'd, and 
| ſhout, | 
Preiage of victory, and fierce deſire 200 
Of battle: Whereat Michael bid found 
Th' Arch-angel trumpet; thro? the vaſt of heav'n 
It ſounded, and the faithful armies rang: 5:15" 
Hoſanna to the High'ſt : Nor ſtood at gaze 205 
The adverſe legions, nor leſs hideous j join'd 
The horrid ſhock. Now ſtorming fury roſe, - 
And clamour ſuch as heard in heav'n till now 
Was never; arms on armour claſhing bray d 
Horrible diſcord, and the madding wheels 216 
Of brazen chariots rag*d'; dire was the noiſe 
Of conflict; over-head the diſmal hiſs. | 


Amazement ſeized the rebel thrones, but greater rage 
Teized them, to fee their mightieſt thus foiled ; Joy 
filled ours and ſhout, the preſage of victory, and fierce 
deſire of battle (201): Whereat Michael bid ſound the 
Arch- angel trumpet; and it ſounded through the vaſt 
of heaven, and the faithful armies rung hoſanna to the 
Higheſt : Nor ſtood the adverſe legions at gaze (205), 
nor joined they leſs hideous in the horrid ſhock : Now 
ſtorming fury roſe, and clamour, ſuch as was never 
heard. in heaven till now; arms claſhing on armour 
brayed horrible diſcord, and the madding wheels 
| (2 10) of brazen chariots raged; dire was the. noiſe of 
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Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew;  . © 

And flying vaulted either hoſt with fire, 

So under fiery. cope together ruſh*d 215 
Both battles main with ruinous affault 


And inextinguiſhable rage : All heavin 


| Reſounded ; and had earth been then, all cart 
Had to her center ſhook,. What wonder? when 
Millions of fierce encount*ring angels fought 220 


On either fide, the leaſt of whom could wield 


Theſe elements. and arm him with the force 


Of all their regions: How much more of pow'r 
Army 'gainſt army numberleſs to. raiſe 


' Dreadful combuſtion warring, and diſturb, 225 
Though not deſtroy, their happy native ſeat ? 


the conflict; the diſmal hiſs of fiery darts flew over- 
head in flaming vollies, and flying vaulted either hoſt 
with fire. So both main battles ruſhed together (215) 
under a fiery cope with ruinous aſſault and inextin- 
| guiſhable rage; all heaven reſounded, and, had eartn 
been then, all earth had ſhook to her center. What 
wonder? when millions of fierce encountering angels 
fought (220) on either fide, the leaſt of whom could | 
wield theſe elements, and could arm him with the force 


of all their regions: How much more of power had an 


army warring againſt an army, and both of them num- | 
berleſs, to raiſe dreadful combuſtion, and to diſturb 


(225), though not deſtroy, their happy native ſeat? had 


E 
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Had not th' eternal King omnipotent, 
From his ſtrong hold of heaven, high over-ruPd 
And limited their might; tho number'd ſuch 
YN As each divided legion might have ſeem'd 230 
A numerous hoſt, in ſtrength each armed hand 
A legion, led in fight, yet leader ſeem'd 
Each warrior ſingle as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or ſtand, or turn the ivy 
Of battle, open when, and when to cloſe _ 235 | 
The ridges of grim war : No thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argu'd fear; each on himſelf rely'd, 


As only in his arm the moment lay RT, 
Of victory: Deeds of eternal fam 24 


not the eternal and omnipotent King, from his ſtrong 
hold of high heaven, over-ruled and limited their 
might; though numbered ſuch as each divided legion 
might have ſeemed a numerous (230) hoff, and each 
armed hand might have ſeemed a legion in ſtrength, 
and though led in fight, yet each ſingle warrior ſeemed 
as a leader in chief, being expert when to advance, or 
ſtand, or turn the ſway of battle; when to open, and 
when to cloſe (235) the ridges (ranks) of grim war: 
They had no thought of flight, none of retreat, no un- 
becoming deed that argued fear; each relied on him- 
ſelf, as if the moment of victory lay only in his arm: 


 - But infinite deeds of eternal fame (240) were done; 


\ 
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Were done, but infinite; for wide was ſpread 


That war, and various, ſometimes on firm grout E 


A ſtanding fight, then ſoaring on main wing 
Tormented all the air; all air ſeem'd then 


Conflicting fire, Long time in even ſcale 245 - * 


The battle hung ; ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious pow'r had ſhown, and met in n 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length. 
| Saw where the fword of Michael ſmote, and 
h felld ; 4:40 
Squadrons at once ; with huge 0 ſway 
Brandiſh'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide waſting ; ſuch deſtruction to withſtand 


He haſted, and wks en the N _ 


8 


| for that war was rend wide and various, ſometimes i it 
as a ſtanding fight on firm ground, then the war ſoar- 


ing on main wing tormented (that is vexed) all the air; 


for all the air ſeemed then conflicting fire: The battle 


hung a long time in even ſcale (245), till Satan, 
who had ſhown prodigious power that day, and had 


met no equal in arms, ranging through the dire attack 
of fighting : and confuſed Seraphim, ſaw at length (294) 


where the ſwordef Michael ſmote, and felled ſquadrons 


at once; the horrid edge, brandiſhed aloft with huge | 
two-handed ſway, came down wide waſting ; he haſted 5 
40 vithſtand ſuch deſtruction, and oppoſed his ſhield, - 


37 


| 1 


— 


Of tenfold adamant his ample ſhield, 255 
A vaſt circumference. At his approach 


The great Arch- angel from his warlike toil 


Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 
Inteſtine war in heav'n, th* arch - foe ſubdu'd 


Or captive dragg'd in chains, with hoſtile frown 
And viſage all inflam'd firſt thus began. 261 


Author of evil, unknown:till thy revolt, 


Unnam'd i in heav? n, now plenteous, as thou ſeeſt 
"Theſe acts of hateful ſtrife, hateful to all, 


Though heavieſt by juſt meaſure on thyſelf, 265 
And thy adherents : How haſt thou diſturb'd 
Heav'n's bleſſed peace, and into nature brought 


Mifery, uncreated till the crime | 


being the rocky orb of tenfold adamant (255), and of a 
vaſt circumference : At his approach, the great Arch- | 
angel ſurceaſed from his warlike toil, and was glad, 
as hoping here to end inteſtine war in heaven, the arch- 


foe being once ſubdued, or dragged captive in chains, 
and with hoſtile frown: (260) and viſage all inflamed, 


began to ſpeak firſt thus. Author of evil, which was 
unknown till thy revolt, and unnamed. in heaven, but 
now plenteous, as thou ſeeſt by theſe acts of hateful 


ſtrife, hateful to all, though by juſt meaſure heavieſt on 


thyſelf (265) and thy adherents : How haſt thou dif- 
turbed heaven's bleſſed peace, and brought miſery in- 


** nature, which was > Uncreated till the crime of thy 


' - 
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| Of thy rebellion? how haſt thou inſtill d 


Thy malice into thouſands, once upright 270 

* faithful, now e falſe? But think not 
here | 

To trouble holy reſt ; heav'n caſts thee out 


From all her confines. Heav'n, the ſeat of bliſs, 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 275 


Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils, 
Ere this avenging ſword begin thy doom, 


Or ſome more ſudden vengeance wing*d.from God 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 280 
| So ſpake the Prince of Angels; to whom thus 


n 2 1 haſt thou inſtilled thy malice into 
thouſands, who were once upright. (270) and faithful, 
but are. now proved. falſe ? But think not to trouble 
holy reſt here; heaven caſts thee out from all her con- 
fines. Heaven, the ſeat of bliſs, brooks not the works 
of violence and war. Hence then, thou and thy wicked 
crew, and evil, which i is thy offspring, go along with 
thee { A 75) to hell, the place of evil; there mingle broils, 


ere this avenging ſword begin thy doom, or ſome more 


ſudden vengeance, winged from God, precipitate thee 
there with augmented pain (280). So ſpake the Prince 
.of Angels; to whom the adverſary (i. e. Satan) replied 


| PARADISE LOST: Book vt: 


1 The advichfuby; Nor think thou with wind 
ISS Of airy threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
5  Thoucanſt not. Haſt thou turn'd the leaſt of theſe 
wi To flight, or if to fall, but that they riſe. 28 5 
Wl Unvanquiſh'd, eafier to tranſa& with me 
1 That thou ſhouldſt . imperious, and with 
1 threats 
ul To chace me hence? Err net; that ſo ſhall an 
Wi The ſtrife which thou call'ſt evil, but we ſtyle 
" | The ſtrife of glory; which we mean to win, 296 
Or turn this heav'n itſelf into the hell 
Thou fableſt; here however to dwell tree, 
Tf not to reign : Mean while thy utmoſt force, 
And join him nam*d Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have ſought thee far . 295 


thus. Nor think thou to awe him with wind of airy 
threats, whom thou canſt not yet awe with deeds. | 
Haſt thou turned the leaſt of theſe powers to flight, or | 
if to fall, but that they riſe (28 5) unvanquiſhed, that - 
thou, imperious, ſhouldſt hope to tranſact eaſier with- : 
me, and to chace me hence with threats? Err not, i 
that the ſtrife which thou calleſt evil, but which wet 
ſtyle the ftrife of glory, ſhall end ſo; which glory we I 
mean to win (290), or turn this BY itſelf into the h 
| hell which thou fableſt, and if not to reign here, how-  4©$ 
ever to dwell free: Mean while exert thy utmoſt force, h 
and join him named Almighty to thy aid, I fly not, I e 
but have ſought thee far and * (295). They ended fi 
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They ended parle, and both addreſs'd for fight 

Unſpeakable; for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels; can relate, or to what things 

Liken on earth conſpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to ſuch heighth 300 
Of god-like pow'r? for likeſt gods they ſeem'd, | 

Stood they or mov'd, in ſtature, motion, arms, 

Fit to decide the empire af great heav'n. 

Now wav'd their fiery ſwords, and in the air = 

Made horrid circles ; two broad ſuns their ſhields if 
Blaz'd oppoſite, while Expectation ſtood _ 306 | | 

In horror: From each hand with ſpeed retir'd, . 

Where erſt was thickeſt fight, th angelic throng, . - _ | 

And left large field, unſafe within the wind | | 


G — — — cw — 


| PE. | 
parle, (i. e. talk,) and both addreſſed for fight unſpeak- | 
7 able ; for who, though with the tongue of angels, can | 
relate that fight, or to what conſpicuous things on earth A 
can liken it, that may lift human imagination to ſuch _ 
1 a heighth of god- like power (300)? for whether they J 
ſtood or moved, they ſeemed likeſt gods in ſtature, mo- 


e | tion, and arnis, and fit to decide the empire of great | 
"M heaven. Now their fiery ſwords waved, and made 

ne horrid circles in the air; ; their ſhields, like two broad 

_ ſuns, blazed oppoſite (305), while Expectation ſtood in ' | 
e, horror; the angelic throng retired with ſpeed from | 
ot, | each hand where erit was thickeſt fight, and left large | 


ed field, as being unſafe within the wind of ſuch commo- 
Eee a 
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Of ſuch commotion z ſuch as, to ſet forth 310 
Great things by ſmall, if nature's concord broke, 


Among the conſtellations war were ſprung, 
Two planets, ruſhing from aſpe& malign 


Of fierceſt oppoſition, in mid iky, 


Should combat, and their jarring ſpheres confornd; | 
Together both, with next t' almighty arm 4316 
Uplifted imminent, one ſtroke they aim'd _ 
That might determine, and not need repeat, 

As not of pow'r at once; nor odds appear'd 
In might or ſwift prevention: But the ſword 320 
Of Michael from the armoury of God 

Was giv'n him temper'd ſo, that neither keen 
Nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge: It met 

The ſword of Satan. with ſteep force to lite x 
tion; ſuch as 5 (to ſet forth (310) great tiles by ſmall) 
if nature's concord broke, and war were ſprung among : 
the conftellations, and two planets of fierceſt oppoſition, 
ruſhing from malign aſpect, ſhould combat in mid ſky, 
and confound their jarring ſpheres (315). Both toge- 
ther, with next to almighty arm, uplifted their ſwords 
imminent, they aimed one ſtroke that might determine, 


and not need to repeat it, as not of ſufficient power at 
once; nor appeared there, any odds in their might or 
| ſwiſt prevention: But the ſword (320) of Michael was 
given him from the armoury of God, and ſo tempered, 
that neither keen nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge: It 

met the ſword of Satan deſcending with ſteep force to 
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Deſcending, and in half cut b nor ſtay'd, 32 8 

But with ſwift wheel reverſe, deep ent? ring ſhar'd 

All his right ſide : Then Satan firſt knew pain, 

And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; ſo ſore ; 

The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 

Paſs'd through him: But th' ethereal ſubſtance 
8 330 

Not long diviſible; aid | from the gaſh 

A ſtream of neQarous humour iſſuing flow'd | 

Sanguine, ſuch as celeſtial ſp'rits may bleed, | | 

And all his armour ſtain'd, ere while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all ſides to his aid was run 335 

By angels many and ſtrong, who interpos'd 

Defence, while others bore him on their ſhields 

Back to his chariot, where it ſtood retired. 


ſmite, and in half cut ſheer; nor ſtaid (325), but with | 
ſwift wheel reverſe, entering deep, ſhared all bis right 
fide : Then Satan firſt knew pain, and writhed himſelf 
to and fro convolved ; ſo ſore the griding ſword pafſed 
through him with diſcontinuous wound: But the ethe- 
real ſubſtance cloſed (330), being not long diviſible z 
and a ſtream of nectarous humour iſſuing from the 
gaſh, flowed ſanguine, ſuch as celeſtial ſpirits may 
bleed, and ſtained all his armour, ere while ſo bright. 
Forthwith many and ſtrong angels ran to his aid on all 
fides ( 33 5), who interpoſed defence; while others bore 
him on their ſhields back to his chariot, where it ſtood. 
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From off the files of war : There they him laid 

Gnaſhing for anguiſh, and deſpite, and ſhame, 440 
To find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride | 

Humbled by ſuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in pow'r. 

Yet ſoon he heal'd ; for ſp'rits that live throughout 

Vital in every part, not as frail man 245 

In intrals, heart or head, liver or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die; 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 


All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, e 50 


All intellect, all {-nle ; and as they pleaſe, 
They limb themſelves, and colour, ſhape, or ſize 
Aſſume, as likes them beſt, condenſe or rare. 


' retired from off the files of war: There they laid him 
gnaſhing for anguiſh, and for deſpite, and ſhame (340), 
to find himſelf not matchleſs, and his pride bumbled 
by ſuch rebuke, and ſo far beneath his confidence to e- 
qual God in power. Yet he ſoon healed ; for ſpirits 
that live vital throughout in every part (not as frail 
man (345) in intrals, heart or head, liver or reins) can- 


not die but by annihilating; nor receive mortal wound 


in their liquid texture, no more than the fluid air can: 


They live all heart, all head, all eye, all ear (350), all 


intellect, all ſenſe; and they limb themſelves as they 


pleaſe, and aſſume the colour, ſhape, or ſize, as likes 


them beſt, condenſe or rare. Mean while, like deeds 
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Mean while in x other parts like deeds deſery*d 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 


And with fierce enſigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king; who him defy'd, 

And at his chariot- wheels to drag him bound 
'Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blaſphemous; but anon 360 
Dovn cloven to the waſte, with ſhatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael, his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquiſh'd Adramelech, and Afmadai, 365 


deſerved memorial in other parts, where the might of 
Gabriel fought (355), and with fierce enſigns pierced 
the deep array of Moloch, that furious king; who de- 
| fied him, and threatened to drag him bound at his 
chariot-wheels ; nor refrained his blaſphemous tongue 
from the Holy One of heaven: But anon (360), being 
cloven down to the waiſt, fled bellowing with ſhattered 
arms and uncouth pain. On each wing Uriel and Ra- 
phael vanquiſhed each their vaunting foe, Adramelech 
and Aſmadai, two potent thrones, though huge, and 


Verſe 365. Adramelech is the name of a falſe deity, 
worſhipped by the Sepharvites, who were ſent by Salama- 
neſer, the King of Aria, to dwell in the cities of Sa- 
maria: See 2 Kings, xvii. 3. 31. To this deity the Se- 
pharvites, in their (teſtable yorlbip, cruelly burnt their 


children i in the fire. 
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Two potent thrones, that to be leſs than gods 

Diſdain'd, but meaner thoughts EE] in their 
: flight, 

Mangled with gaſtly en thro? plate and mail. 

Nor ſtood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The athieſt crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence _ 

Of Ramiel ſcorch'd and blaſted overthrew. 

I might relate of thouſands, and their names 

Eternize here on earth; but thoſe elect 


Angels, contented with their tame in heav'n, 373 


Seek not the praiſe of men: 1 he other ſart, 
In might though wondrous and in, acts of war, 
Nor of renown leſs eager, yet by doom 
Cancell'd from heav'n and ſacred memory, 


armed ina rock of diamond, and that diſdained to (366) 
be leſs than gods, but learned meaner thoughts in their 
flight, mangled with ghaſtly wounds thro” plate and mail. 
Nor ſtood Abdiel unmindful to annoy the athieft crew, 
but with redoubled blow overthrew (370) Ariel and A- 
rioch, and ſcorched and blaſted the violence of Ramiel. I 


might relate the names of thouſands, and eternize their 
names here on earth ; but thoſe ele& angels, contented 


| with their fame in heaven (375), ſeek not the praile of 
men: The other ſort, though wondrous in might, 


and not leſs eager in acts of war nor of renown, yet 
by doom cancelled from heaven and ſacred memory, 
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Nameleſs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ſtrength from truth divided, and from juſt, 

Illaudable, nought merits but diſpraiſe 

And ignominy; yet to glory aſpires 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy ſeeks fame: 
E eternal ſilence be their doom. 385 

And now their mightieſ quelPd, the battle 
ſwerv'd, 


With many an inroad gor'd; deformed rout ' 
Enter'd, and foul diſorder ; all the ground 

With ſhiver'd armour ſtrown, and on a heap 

Chariot and charioteer lay overturn'd, 390 
And fiery foaming ſteeds; what ſtood, recoil'd 
O'er-wearied through the faint ſatanic hoſt 

Defenſive ſcarce, or with pale fear ſurpriſed, 


Jet them dwell nameleſs in dark oblivion (380). Fer 
ſtrength, divided from truth and from that which is juſt, 


T being illaudable, merits nought but diſpraiſe and igno- 
miny; yet vain-glorious, aſpires to glory, and ſeeks 
, fame through infamy : Therefore, eternal ſilence be 
12 80 their doom (385). And now their mightieſt being 
i quelled, the battle ſwerved, gored with many an in- 
ir road; deformed rout and foul diſorder entered; all the 
d ground was ftrown with ſhivered armour, and chariot 
f and charioteer, and fiery foaming ſteeds lay . 
t, on a heap (390); what ſtood, through the faint ſatanic 
et hoſt, now ſcarce defenſive, recoiled over: wearied, or 


Ys ſurpriſed with pale fear, then firſt ſurpriſed with fear 


LY 
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Then firſt with fear ſurpris'd and ſenſe of pain, 
Fled ignominious, to ſuch evil brought _ Jo's 
By fin of diſobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain, 
Far otherwiſe th' inviolable faints, 
In cubic phalanx firm, advanc'd entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arn'd ; . 400 
Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes, not to have ſinn'd, 
Not to have diſobey'd ; in fight they ſtood 


Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painꝰd 12> 04 * 
By wound, ane ans their place by violence 
„ movin 


| Now night her courſe dexun; ad over bew 
Inducing darkneſs, grateful truce impos d. 


and ſenſe of pain, they fled ignominious, brought to 
ſuch evil (395) by the ſin of diſobedience, though, till 
that hour, not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. Far o- 
therwiſe the inviolable ſaints, in firm cubic phalanx, 
. advanced entire, invulnerable, and impenetrably armed 
(400) ; their innocence gave them ſuch high advanta- 
ges above their foes, not to have ſinned, not to each 
diſobeyed ; they ſtood unwearied in fight, and unob- 
noxious to be pained by wound, though moved by vio- 
lence from their place (405). Now night began her 
courſe, and inducing darkneſs over heaven, impoſed 
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Ani ſilence on the odious din of war: 


Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 


Victor and vanquijh'd : On the foughten field 


Michael and his angels prevalent =” 
Incamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires : On th' other part, 
Satan with his rebellious diſappear d, 


Far in the dark diſlodg'd; and void of reſt, 415 
His potentates to eouncil call'd by night; | 
And in the midſt thus undiſmay'd began. 


O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to be overpow'r'd, companions dear, 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 420 


Too mean pretence ! but what we more affect, 


Honour, dominion, glory, and renown „ 


grateful truce and ſilence on the odious din of war: 
Both victor and vanquiſhed retired under her cloudy 
covert (410). Michael and his angels being prevalent, 
and incamping on the foughten field, placed in guard 


their watches round, that were cherubic waving fires : 
On the other part, Satan diſappeared with his re- 


bellious hoſt, diſlodged far in the dark; and being 


void of reſt (415), he called his potentates to coun- 
cil by night; and in the midſt of them he, undiſ- 


mayed, began to ſpeak thus. O dear companions, 


now tried i in danger, now known not to be over - power. 


ed in arms, worthy not of liberty alone, too mean pre- 


tence 1 (420), but of what we more affect, honour, do- 
1 f f | 
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Who have ſuſtain'd one day in doubtful fight, 5 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What heav'n's Lord had pow'rfulleſt to ſend 425 
Againſt us from about his throne, and judg'd ; 
Sufficient to ſubdue us to his will, TER: 
But proves not ſo: Then fallible, it ſeems, 

Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniſcient thought. True is, leſs firmly arm'd, 
Some diſadvantage we endur'd and pain, 431 5 
Till now not known, but known as ſoon con- 
temn'd; | 


Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperiſhable, and tho? pierc'd with wound, 435 
Soon cloſing, and by native vigour heal'd. . 


minion, glory, and renown; who have ſuſtained one 
day in doubtful fight, (and if one day why not eternal 
days ?) what heaven's Lord had power fulleſt to ſend 
againſt us (425) from about his throne, and judged 
ſufficient to ſubdue us to his will, but proves not ſo: 
It ſeems then we may deem him fallible of future, tho? 
till now thopght omniſcient. True it is, being leſs 
firmly armed (430), we endured ſome diſadvantage, 
and ſome pain, not known till now, but contemned ag 
ſoon as known ; ſince we now find this our empyreal 
form incapable of mortal injury, and imperiſhable, 
and though pierced with wound (435), we find it ſoon 
cloſing, and healed by native vigour. Of an evil then . 
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Of evil then ſo ſmall as eaſy think 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ſerve to better us, and worſe our foes, 440 
Or equal what between us made the odds, | 
In nature none: If other hidden cauſe 
Left them ſuperior, while we can preſerve 
' Unhurt our minds, and underſtanding ſound, 
Due ſearch and conſultation will diſcloſe. 445 
He fat; and in th' aſſembly next upſtood 
Nifroch, of principalities the prime; 
As one he ſtood eſcap'd from cruel fight, 


ſo ſmall, think the remedy as eaſy ; perhaps more valid 
arms, or weapons more violent, when we meet next, 
may ſerve to better us, and to worſe our foes (440), or 
equal what made the odds between us, for odds in na- 
ture there is none: If other hidden cauſe left them ſu- 
perior, while we can preſerve our minds unhurt, and 
our underſtanding ſound, due ſearch and conſultation 
will diſcloſe it (445). He fat; and Niſroch, the prime 
of principalities in the aſſembly, ſtood up next; he 
ſtood as one eſcaped from cruel fight, and ſore toiled, 


Verſe 447. The moſt we know concerning Nifroch is, 

that he was worſhipped by the Aſſyrians, 2 Kings, xix. 

37. The Septuagint call him Meſerach, and Joſephus 
Araſkes; names as much unknown as Niſroch. 
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Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havock hewn, 
And cloudy in aſpect thus anſw'ring ſpake. 450 
Deliverer from new lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as gods ;, yet hard 
For gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againſt unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Againſt unpain'd, impaſſive; from which evil 455 
Ruin muſt needs enſue ; for what avails 
Valour or ſtrength, tho? watchleſs, quell'd with 
pain 
Which all ſubdues, and ak remiſs the hands 
Of mightieſt? Senſe of pleaſure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 
But live content, which is the calmeſt life: 
But pain is perfect miſery, the worſt 


his riven arms being hewn to havock, and cloudy in 
his aſpeCt, anſwering, ſpake thus (450). Deliverer 
from new lords, leader to free enjoyment of our right 
as gods; yet hard for gods, and we find too unequal 
work to fight againſt unequal arms, and in pain too a- 
| gainſt thoſe unpained, and impaſſive; from which evil 
(455) ruin muſt needs enſue; for what avails valour or 
ſtrength, though matchleſs, when quelled with pain, 


whieh ſubdues all, and makes the hands of the mightieſt 


remiſs? perhaps we may well ſpare ſenſe of pleaſure 
out of life, and not repine (460), but live content, 


Which is the calmeſt life; But pain is perfect miſery; 
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Of evils, and exceſſive, overturns 

All patience. He who therefore can invent 

With what more forcible we may offend 465 

Our yet unwounded enenues, or arm 

Ourſelves with like defence, to me deſerves 

No leſs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look compos'd Satan reply'd. 

Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ'ſt ſo main to our ſucceſs, I bring. 

Which of us who beholds the bright ſurface. 

Of this ethereous mold whereon we ſtand, 

This continent of ſpacious heav'n, adorn'd, 

With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrofial, gems and 
gold; e N | 

Whoſe eye ſo ſuperficially. en 476 


the worſt of evils; and, when exceſſive, overturns all 
patience. He therefore who can invent with what 
more forcible weapons we may offend (465) our yet - 
unwounded enemies, or arm ourſelves with like de- 
fence, to me he deſerves no leſs than what we owe for - 
deliverance. Whereto Satan replied with compoſed 
look. I bring that not uninvented, which thou aright 
believeſt to be ſo main to our ſucceſs (470). Which of 
us who beholds the bright ſurface of this ethereous 
mold whereon we ſtand, this continent of ſpacious 
heaven, adorned with plant, fruit, ambroſial flower, 


gems, and gold ; whoſe eye ſurveys theſe things ſo ſu- 


| Bbbk Vi. 
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Theſe things, as not to mind from whence bully | 


grow 

Deep under ground, minis dark and crude; 
Of ſpiritous and fiery ſpume, till touch'd 

With heav'n's ray and temper'd, they ſhoot forth 
So beauteous, op*ning to the ambient ligt? 481 
Theſe in their dark nativity the deep 5 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame; 
Which into hollow engines, long and round, 
Thick-ramm'd, at th* other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate, ſhall ſend forth 486 
From far, with thund'ring noiſe, among our foes 
Such implements of miſchief, as ſhall daſh _ 
To pieces, and o*erwhelm whatever ſtands 


Adverſe, that they ſhall fear we have difarm'd 490 


perficially (576), as not to mind from whence they 


grow deep under ground, materials dark and crude, of | 


ſpiritous and fiery ſpume, till, touched with heaven's 
ray, and tempered, they ſhoot forth (480) ſo beauteous, 
opening to the ambient light? Theſe the deep ſhall 
yield us in their dark nativity, pregnant with infernal 


flame; which being thick rammed into hollow engines, 


long and round, and dilated infuriate at the other bore 


with touch of fire (485), ſhall ſend forth from far, with | 


thundering noiſe, ſuch implements of miſchief among 
our foes, as ſhall daſh to pieces and overwhelm what- 


ever ſtands adyerſe ; ſo that they ſhall fear we have diſ- 


en. 


ho 


one 
inte 
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The Thund'rer of his only dreaded bolt. 


Nor long ſhall be our labour; yet ere dawn 


Effect ſhall end our wiſh. Mean while revive ; 
Abandon fear; to ſtrength and counſel join'd _ 
Think nothing hard, much leſs to be deſpair'd. 495 

| He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
Enlighten'd, and their languiſh'd hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 


To be th' inventor mils'd ; ſo eaſy it ſeem'd 499 


Once found, which yet unfound moſt would have 
thought | Se) 

Impoſſible. Vet haply of thy n race 

In future days, if malice ſhould abound, 

Some one intent on miſchief, or inſpir'd 


armed the Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. Nor 


ſhall our labour be long; yet ere dawn, effect ſhall end | 
our wiſh. Mean while revive; abandon fear; think 
nothing hard to ſtrength and counſel when joined ; 
much leſs think there is any thing to be diſpaired of 
(495). He ended his ſpeech, and his, words enlight- 
ened their drooping chear, and revived their languiſhed 
hope. All admired the invention, and each wondered 
how he miſſed to be the inventor ; ſo eaſy it ſeemed | 


when once found, which yet found moſt would have 


thought impoſſible (500). Yet haply, Adam, ſome 
one of thy race in future days, (if malice ſhould abound) 
intent on miſchief, or inſpired with deviliſh machina- 
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With dev'liſh machination, might deviſe 


Like inſtrument to plague the ſons of men 505 
For ſin, on war and mutual ſlaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew; 
None arguing ſtood; innumerable hands 
Were ready; in a moment up they turn'd 


Wide the celeſtial ſoil, and ſaw beneath 5 10 


Th' originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; ſulphurous and nitrous foam 


They found, they mingled, and with ſubtle art, 


Concocted and aduſted they reduc'd 


To blackeſt grain, and into ſtore convey'd: 51 5 


Part hidden veins digg*d up (nor hath this earth 


Intrails unlike) of mineral and ſtone, 


Whereof to found their engines and their balls | 


tion, might deviſe ſuch inſtrument to plague the ſons 
of men for ſin, when bent on war and mutual {laughter 
4506): They flew forthwith from council to the work; 
none ſtood arguing 3 innumerable hands were ready; 
they turned up the wide celeſtial ſoil in a moment, and 
beneath (510) the originals of nature in their crude con- 


ception, they found ſulphurous and nitrous foam; they 
mingle them, and, when concocted and aduſted with 
ſubtle art, they reduced them to blackeſt grain, and 
conveyed it into ſtore (515): Part digged up hidden 
veins (nor hath this earth intrails unlike) of mineral 


and ſtone, whereof to found their engines and theis 
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Of miſhve ruin ; part incentive reed 


Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire, | 520 
So all ere day-ſpring, under conſcious night, 


Secret they finiſh*d, and in order ſet, 
With ſilent circumſpection uneſpy'd. 
Now when fair morn orient in heav'n appear'd, 
Up roſe the victor angels, and to arms 525 
The matin trumpet ſung: In arms they ſtood 
Of golden panoply, effulgent hoſt, 
Soon banded; others from the dawning hills 
Look'd ound, and (couts each coaſt 9 
ſcour, | 
Each quarter, to deſery the diſtant foe, 520 
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in halt: Him ſoon they met 


* 


balls of miſſive ruin; part provide incentive reed to 


fire pernicious with one touch (520). So under con- 
ſcious night, ſecret, and with ſilent circumſpection un- 
eſpied, they finiſhed, and ſet all in order ere day- ſpring. 
Now when fair orient morn appeared in heaven, the 
victor angels roſe up, and the matin trumpet ſung to 
arms (525): They ſtood in arms of golden panoply, a 


refulgent hoſt, ſoon banded ; others looked round from 


the dawning hills, and light-armed ſcouts ſcour each 


coaſt, and each quarter, to deſcry where the diſtant 


foe (530) lodged, or whither he had fled, or if he was 


for fight, or was in motion, or in halt: They ſoon met 


4 


638 
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Under ſpread enſigns moving nigh, in ſow 
But firm battalion z back with ſpeedieſt ſall! 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the ſwiſteſt wing, 53 5 
Came flying, and i in mid air aloud thus cry'd. ' 
Arm, warriors, arm for fight; the ſoe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will ſave us long purſuit | 
This day; : fear not his flight; ſo thick a cloud 

He comes, and ſettled in his face I ſee ney 
Sad reſolution, and ſecure : Let each 00 A MK) 
His adamantine coat gird well, and cach 
Fit well his helm, gripe faſt his orbed eld. 0 


him Neting alak, under Hooks evfigns, in flow {4 
firm battalion ; Zophiel, who. has the ſwifteſt wing of 
Cherubim, came flying back (535), and in mid air 


cried aloud thus. Warriors, arm, arm for fight; the 
foe, whom we thought fled, is at hand, and will fave us 
long purſuit this day; fear not his flight; he comes ſo 
thick a cloud, and I ſee ſad reſolution in his face, and 
Wy that he is quite ſecure (540): Let each gird well his * 
damantine coat, and each fit well his helm, and gripe 
faſt his ke n ne deen or high; for 
Verſe 5 3 5. 2! is nn of two Hebrew ; 
words, ſignifying The Watchman of God. Which name 
is properly adapted to a Cherub of the ſwifteſt wing, who 
had been employed as a ſcout, to get rw, port wr 25 

| poſture and deſigns of the 2 8 15 5 
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Borne ev'n or high; for this day will pour down, 
If I conjecture aught, no drizling ſhow'r 545 
But rattling ſtorm of arrows barb'd with fire. 
So warn'd he them, aware themſelves, and ſoon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Inſtant without diſturb they took alarm, 
And onward moved imbattled: When behold 5 50 
Not diſtant far with heavy pace the foe 
' Approaching groſs and huge, in hollow cube | 
Training his deviliſh enginery, impal'd 
On every ſide with ſhadowing {ſquadrons deep, 
Jo hide the fraud. At interview both ſtood 555 
4 while; but ſuddenly at head appear'd 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 
4 eee, to right and leſt the wo —_— 


this day, if I nee aught, will pour down no 
drizling ſhower (545), but rattling ſtorm of arrows 
barbed with fire. So he warned them, already aware 
themſelves, and ſoon in order, and quit of all impedi- 
ment; they took the alarm in an inſtant without diſtur- 
bance, and move onward imbattled: When behold 
1550) the foe, not far diſtant, approaching groſs and 
huge with heavy pace, training his deviliſh enginery 
in” hollow cube, and impaled on every fide with ſha- 
dowing deep ſquadrons, t to hide the fraud. At firſt in- 
terview both ſtood (555) a- while ; but ſuddenly Satan 
appeared at the head, and was heard commanding loud 
thus. Vanguard, unfold the front to right and left ; 


1 
— 
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That all may ſee who hate us, how we ſeek 
Peace and compoſure, and with open breaſt: 560 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverſe : 
But that I doubt; however witneſs heav*n, - 
Heav'n witneſs thou anon, while we diſcharge 
Freely our part; ye who appointed ſtand, 565 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 
So ſcoffing in ambiguous words, he ſcaree 
— Had ended; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired: 57e 
Which to our eyes diſcover'd, new and ſtrange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 


On wheels (for like to pillars moſt they ſeem'd, 


that all who hate us may ſee how. we ſeek peace and 
' compoſure, and ſtand ready to receive them with open 
breaſt ( 560), if they like our overture, and turn not 
back perverſe: But I doubt that; however, heaven be 

witneſs, heaven witneſs thou anon, while we freely diſ- 
charge our part; ye who ſtand appointed, do as you 
have in charge, and touch briefly what we propound, 
| and loud too, that all may hear. He ſcarce had ended 
his ſcoffing ſo in ambiguous words, when the front di- 
| vided to right and left, and retired to either flank 

(570) : Which diſcovered to our eyes (new and ſtrange ) 


A triple mounted row of n laid on wheels (for like 
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Or hollowed bodies made of oak or fir, 

With branches lop'd, in wood or mountain fell'd) 

Braſs, iron, ſtony mold, had not their mouths 576 

With hideous orifice gap*d on us wide, 

Portending hollow truce: At each behind 

A Seraph ſtood, and in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tipp*d with fire; while we ſuſpenſe 580 

Collected ſtood within our thoughts amus'd : 

Not long; for ſudden all at once their reeds 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply d, : 
With niceſt touch. Immediate in a flame, 584 

But ſoon obſcur'd with ſmoke, all heav*n appear'd, 

From thoſe deep-throated engines belch'd, whoſe 


roar 


Imboweld with outrageous noiſe the air, . 


to pillars moſt they ſeemed, or like to hollowed bodies 
made of oak or fir, with their branches lopped, and felled 
in wood'or mountain) of braſs, iron, or ſtony mold ( 576), 
'had not their mouths gaped wide on us with hideous 
| orifice, portending hollow truce: A Seraph ſtood be- 5 1 
hind at each, and held in his hand a waving reed tipped 1 
with fire; while we, in ſuſpenſe (580) ſtood collected 8 (| | 
and amuſed within our thoughts: But not long; for | 
on a ſudden all put forth their reeds at once, and ap- 14 
plied them to a narrow vent with niceſt touch. Im- 
mediately all heaven appeared in a flame (585), but 
Vas ſoon obſcured with ſmoke, which belched from 
thoſe Geep-throated engines, whale roar imboweled the — 


- 
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| And all her intrails tore, diſgorging foul 
Their deviliſh glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes; which on the victor hoſt 590 
Levell'd, with ſuch impetuous fury ſmote, 
That whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand, 
Tho? ſtanding elſe as rocks, but down they fell 
By thouſands. Angel on Arch- angel rolPd; 
The ſooner for their arms; unarm'd Grp might 
Have eaſily, as ſp'rits, evaded ſwift 596 
By quick contraction or remove; but u now 
Foul diſſipation follow'd, and fore? d rout; 
Nor ſerv'd it to relax their ſerried files. 
What ſhould they do ? if on they ruſh'd, | repulſe 
| Repeated, and indecent overthrow 601 


air with outrageous, noiſe, and tore all her intrails, diſ- 
gorging their foul and deviliſh glut, chained thunder- 
bolts, and hail of iron globes ; z which being levelled on 
the victor hoſt, ſmote with ſuch impetuous fury ( 591), 
that whom they hit, none on their feet might ſtand, 
though ſtanding elſe as rocks, but down. they fell by 
thouſands, and Angel rolled on Arch- -angel. They 
fell the ſooner for their arms; for, unarmed, they might 
(595) have eaſily, as ſpirits, ſwiftly evaded the ſhot, by 
quick contraction or remove; but now, foul diſſipation | 
and forced rout followed; nor ſerved it to relax their 
ſerried files. What ſhould they do? if they ruſhed on, 


repeated repulſe (600) , and d indecent doubled grexthrow, i 


1 8 


bosx VL. PARADISE LOST. 423 


Doch. would render them yet more deſpis'd, 


: And to their foes a laughter; for in view 
Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row. 
In poſture to diſplode their ſecond tire 1 6og7 

Of thunder: Back defeated to return 


They worſe, abhorr*d. Satan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus 1 in deriſion call'd. 


0 friends, why come not on theſe victors proud 
| Ere while they fierce were coming; and when we, 
| To entertain them fair with open front 611 
And breaſt, (what could we more ?) pope 


terms Mok 
Of compoſition, trait they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell, ; 
As they would dance; : yet for a dance they bead 


% 


would render them yet more deſpiſed, and a laughter 


to their foes; for another row of Seraphim ſtood ranked 
in view, and in a poſture to diſplode their ſecond tire 


(605) of thunder: They abhorred it as worſe td return 


back defeated. Satan beheld their plight, and called 
to his mates in derifion thus, O friends, why do not 


theſe proud victors come on ? as. ere while they were 
coming fierce ; and when we (610), to entertain them 
fair with open front and breaſt (what could we do 
. more?) propounded terms of compoſition, ſtrait they 
changed their minds, flew off, and fell i into ſtrange va- : 


garies, as if they would dance ; yet they ſeemed ſome- ; 
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| Sada extravagant and wild; perhaps 616 
For joy of offer'd peace ; But I ſuppoſe, 
I our propoſals once again were heard, | 


We ſhould compel them to a quick reſult, 619 


To whom thus Belial in like gameſome mood. 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd late; 
| Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 

| And ſtumbled many : Who receives them right, 


Had need from head to foot well underſtand; 625 


| Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides,” 
They ſhow us when our foes walk not upright. 
So they among themſelves in pleaſant vein - 


Stood ſcoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 


what extravagant and wild for a dance, perhaps (616) 
for joy of offered peace : But I ſuppoſe, if our propoſals 


were once heard again, we ſhould compel them to a 
quick reſult. To whom Belial, in like gameſome mood, 
replied 1 thus (620). Leader, the terms we ſent were 


terms of weight, and of hard contents, and urged 7 


home full of force, and ſuch, as we might perceive, a- 
muſed them all, and ſtumbled many: Who receives 


them right had nced to underftand well from head to 


foot (625); 5 not underſtood, they have this gift beſides, 
they ſhow us when our foes walk not upright. So they 
ſtood ſcoffing amang themſelves i in pleaſant vein, and 


heightened in their thoughts beyond all doubt of vic- 
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All doubt of victory; eternal might ' 630 


To match with their inventions they preſum'd 
So eaſy, and of his thunder made a ſcorn, 

And all his hoſt derided, while they ſtood 

A while in trouble : But they ſtood: not long ; 


Rage prompted t them at « length, and found them 


Arms 


Againſt ſuch helliſh miſchief fit t 3 Th” 36 


Forthwith (behold the excellence, the pow'r, 
Which God hath in his mighty angels plac'd) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from heaven 649 
Of pleaſure ſituate in hill and dale) 

Light as the lightning glimpſe they ran, they flew ; 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro, 


tory; 10 caſy they preſumed it was to match eternal 
5 might (630) with their inventions, and made a ſcorn 
of his thunder, and derided all his hoſt, while they 
ſtood a while in trouble: But they ſtood not long; for 
at length rage prompted them, and found them arms 
fit to oppoſe againſt ſuch kelliſh miſchief (636). Forth- 
with (behold the excellence, the power waich God hath 
placed in his mighty angels) they threw away their 


arms, and to the hills (for earth hath this variety of 


pleaſure from heaven (640), fituated in hill and dale) 

they ran light as the lightning glimpſe, they flew ;z they 

n the ſeated hills from their foundations looſen- 
| H hh 


- 
— ae eg —m OTIS oo gs 2 an + 


* 


426 PARADISE LOST. Book vl. 


They pluck'd the ſeated hills, with all heir had, 
| Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ſhaggy tops 64 5 
Uplifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 
Be ſure, and terror, ſeized the rebel hoſt, _ © 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 


The bottom of the mountains-upward turn'd ; 
Till on thoſe curſed engines triple-row = 659 


They ſaw them whelm'd and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep; 3 
Themſelves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung, which in the air 6 54 
Came ſhadowing, and . whole Tn 
- +. nt 

Their armour n their harm, cruſh'd in an a 

bruis' 'd 


ing to and fro, with all their load, rocks, waters, 

woods, and, uplifting them by the ſhaggy tops (64 5), 

iN bore them in their hands. Amaze and terror, to be 

| ure, ſeized the rebel hoſt, when they ſaw the bottom 

of the mountains turned upward coming towards them 

ſo dreadful; till they ſaw them whelmed on thoſe triple 

row of curſed engines (650), and ſaw all their confi- 
dence buried deep under the weight of mountains; and 
themſelves invaded next, and main ae de a | 

on their heads, which came ſhadowing in the air (6543) 
and opprefled whole armed legions ; their. armour 
helped their harm, being cruſhed in and bruiſed and 


* 
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Into their ſubſtance pent, which wrought them pain 


Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long ſtruggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of ſuch priſon, tho” ſp'rits of pureſt light, 
Pureſt at firſt, now groſs by ſinning grown. 661 
The reſt, in imitation, to like arms 


Betook them, and the neighb'ring hills uptore: 


80 hills amid the air encounter'd hills REY 
HurPd.to'and fro with jaculation dire, 665 
That under ground they fought | in diſmal ſhade ; > 
Infernal noiſe; War ſeem'd a civil game 
To this uproar; horrid confuſion heapꝰ'-· 
Upon confuſion roſe. And now all heav'n 
Flad gone to wrack, with ruin overſpread ; 670 
| pent into their ſubſtance, which wrought them impla- 
cable pain, and many a dolorous groan, ſtruggling long 
underneath, ere they could wind out of ſuch a priſon, 
though they were ſpirits of pureſt light, pureſt at firſt, 
but now grown groſs by ſinning (661). The reſt, in 
imitation, betook them to like arms, and tore up the 


neighbouring hills: So hills encountered hills amid the 
alt, being hurled to and fro with dire jaculation (665) 


ſo that they fought in diſmal ſhade as it were under 
ground, infernal noiſe was heard ; and war ſeemed a 
_ "xiv game to this uproar ; horrid confuſion roſe heaped 
upon confuſion. And now all heaven had gone to 
Prack, and overſpread with ruin (670); had not the 


* 4 


4 PARADISE LOS T. Bock VI. 


Hlad not th' almighty Father, where he bt 
Shrin'd in his ſanctuary of heav'n ſecure, 
Conſultin g on the ſum of things, r 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd: % 4 


That his great purpoſe he might ſo man, 675 


To honour his anointed Son aveng'd f 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 


All pow'r on him transferr'd: Whence to his Son, 


Th' aſſeſſor of his throne, he thus began. 575 
Effulgence of my glory, Son e 600 


Son in whoſe face inviſible is beheld N 


Viſibly, what by deity I am, 12 n 
And Wywhbib:tugd what by Mees 0 
Second Omnipotence, two days art paſt. 
Io days, as we compute the days of heav'n, 68 9 


3 Fathes, a be fits fhrined f Cw in i his 
fanctuary of heaven, conſulting. on the ſum of things, 


' foreſeen this tumult, and adviſedly permitted all: That 


he might ſo fulfil his great purpoſe (675), to honour 


his anointed Son avenged upon his enemies, and to 
hence he be · 


declare all power transferred on him: When 
gan to ſpeak to his Son, the aſſeſſot of TY throne, thus, 
Effulgence of my glory, beloved Son, in whoſe invi- 
ble face is beheld viſibly (681) what I am. by deity, 
and in whoſe hand is what I do by decree ; thou, ſe· 
cond Omnipotence, two days are paſt, two days, as we 


compute the days of heaven (685), ſince Michael and 8 


Since Michael and his pow'rs went forth to tame 
Theſe difobedient : Sore hath been their fight, 

As likelieft was when two ſuch foes met arm'd ; 
For to themſelves I left them; and thou know'ſt, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd, 690 
Save what fin. hath impair ds winch AG hath 

- wrought 
a Ede i Mas, Are 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muſt laſt 
Endleſs, and no ſolution will be found; 
War wearjed hath perform'd what war can do, 695 
And to diſorder'd rage let looſe the reins, 
With mountains as with een arm'd; which 
are ot if 1; 
Wild work in heay n, and en rows to thos main. 


5 kis powers went forth to tame theſe ditobegiem : Sore 
| - hath been their fight, as was likelieſt, when two ſuch 
foes met armed; for I left them to themſelves; and 
thou knoweſt they were formed equal in their creation 
(690), ſave what! fin hath impaired ;- which yet hath - 
wrought. inſenſibly, for I ſuſpend their doom, whence 
_ "they needs muſt laſt endleſs in perpetual fight, and no 
-Glution-will be found: War wearied hath performed 
what war can do (695), and hath let looſe the reins to 
diſordered rage, armed with mountains as with wea- 
pons; which makes wild work in heaven, and is dan- 
gerous to the main. Two days. are therefore paſt, | 


* 
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Two days are therefore paſt, the third is tline; 
For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus far © 700 
Have ſuffer'd, that the glory may be thine - 
Of ending this great war, ſince none but thou 
Can end it. Into thee ſuch virtue and grace 
Immenſe I have transfus'd, that all may know 
In heav'n and hell thy pow'r above compare; 705 
And this perverſe commotion govern'd thus, 
To manifeſt thee worthieſt to be Heir 
Of all things, to be Heir, and to be King 
By ſacred unction, thy deſerved right. 
Go then, thou mightieſt, in thy Father's mighty 71 0 
Aſcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That ſhake heav'n's baſis, bring forth all wary 
My bow and ee . almighty arms 


de third day is thine; I have ordatne@it'for thee, and 

have ſuffered thus far (700), that the glory of lendirig 

"this great war may be chine, fince none can end it but 
thou. L have transfuſed fuch immenſe virtue and grace 
into theey' that: all in heaven and hell may know thy 8 
© Power to be above compare (705); and this perverſe 8 b 
commotion governed thus, to manifeſt thee worthieſt f 
to be Heif of all things, to be Heir, and to be King by 15 
fſacred unction, which is thy deſerved right. Go then, . 
thou mightieſt, in thy Father's might (710), aſcend f 
my chariot, guide the rapid wheels hat hake heaven's | * 
baſis; bring forth all my war, my bow and thunder; my | 
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X Gird on, aud ed upon thy puiſſant thigh! ; 


Purſue theſe ſons of darkneſs, drive them out 71 5 | 


From all heav'n' s bounds into the utter deep: 


There let them learn, as likes them, to abs 
God, and Meſſiah his anointed King. 
He ſaid, and on his Son with rays direct 


Shone full; he all his Father full expreſs'd 720 


Ineffably into his face receiv'd; 
And thus the Filial Godhead ae ring ſpake. 


O Father, O Supreme of heav? nly Thrones, 


_ Firſt, Higheſt, Holieſt, Beſt; thou always ſeek'ſt 


To glorify thy Son, 1 always thee, | 725 
As is moſt juſt: This I my glory account, £1 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 


_ almighty arms, and gird my ſword upon thy puiſſant 


thigh ; purſue theſe ſons of darkneſs, drive them out 
(715) from all heaven's bounds into the utter deep; 
There let them learn, as likes them, to deſpiſe God, 


and Meſſiah his anointed King. He ſaid, and ſhone 

full with direct rays on his Son; he received ineffably 
into his face all his Father, full expreſſed (720); 
and the Filial Godhead anſwering, ſpake thus. O Fa- 
ther, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones, thou Firſt, 
Higheſt, Holieſt, and Beſt; thou always ſeekeſt to 


glorify. thy Son, and I always ſeek to glorify thee, as 
it is moſt juſt (725)z this I account my glory, my ex- 


altation, and my whole delight, that thou well pleaſed | 


R 
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That thou in me well pleas'd, dedlar? ſt thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my bliſs, _ - 


Sceptre and pow'r, thy giving, I aſſume; 730 


And gladlier ſhall reſign, when in the end 
Thou ſhalt be all in all, and I in then 
For ever, and in me all whom thou loy'ſt : 


But whom thou hat'ſt, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as J put thy mildneſs on, 735 


Image of thee in all things; and ſhall ſoon 
Arm'd with thy might, rid heayn of theſe rebell'd, 
To their prepar'd ill manſion drivey down, 

To chains of darkneſs, and th* undying worm, 
That from thy juſt obedience could revolt, 740 
Whom to obey is happineſs entire. EN 


in me, PO thy will to be fulfilled, to fulfil which 
is all my bliſs. I aſſume ſceptre and power, which is 


of thy giving (730); and ſhall refign gladlier, when, 
in the end, thou fhalt be all in all, and I ſhall be in 


thee for ever, and all whom thou loveſt ſhall be in me; 


But whom thou hateſt, I hate, and can put on thy ters 


tors, as I put thy mildneſs on (735), being the image 
vf thee in all things; and, armed with thy might, I 


ſhall ſoon rid heaven of theſe rebelled, (i. e. rebellious 
angels) driven down to their prepared ill manfion, to 


chains of darkneſs, and the undying worm, that could 


revolt from thy juſt obedience (740), to obey whom is 
entire happineſs. Then ſhall thy faints, unmixed, and 
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Then ſhall thy ſaints unmix'd, and from th? impure 


Far ſeparate, . circling thy holy mount 


Unfeigned halleluiahs to thee ſing, 
* mns of high praiſe, and Lamong them chief. 74 5 
So ſaid, he o'er his ſceptre bowing, roſe 

From the right hand of glory x where he ſat; 

And the third ſacred morn began to ſhine, 
Dawning thro? heav'n. Forth ruſh'd with whirl- 

wind found 1 
The chariot of Paternal Deity, _ WE 


Flaſhing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 


Itſelf inſtin& with ſpirit, but convoy*d 
By four Cherubic ſhapes; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with ſtars their bodies all 


And wings, were ſet with eyes, with cyes the wheels 


. 


ſar ſeparate fromthe impure, circling thy holy mount, 
ling unfeigned halleluiahs and hymns of high praiſe to 
thee, and I the chief among them (745). Having faid 


ſo; he, bowing over his ſceptre, roſe from the right hand 
of glory where he fat ; and the third ſacred morn dawn-: 


ing through heaven began to thine. The chariot of Pa- 


ternal Deity (750) ruſhed forth with whirlwind ſound, 
flaſhing thick flames, wheel within wheel and undrawn, 


being itſelf inſtinct with ſpirit, but it was con voyed by 
four Cherubic ſhapes; each of them had four wondrous 


faces; all their bodies and wings were ſet with eyes as 
with ſtars; the wheels were ſet with eyes of beryl, 
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Of bery], and carreering fires between; 756 
Over their heads a cryſtal firmament, 

Whereon a ſaphir throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the ſhow? ry arch. . 

He in celeſtial panoply all arm'd 760 
Of radiant Urim, york divinely wrought, 
Aſcended ; at his right hand Victory 

Sat eagle-wing*d ; beſide him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder ſtor' d? 
And from about him fierce eéffuſion roll'd 765 
Of ſmoke, and bickering flame, and ſparkles dire: 
Attended with ten thouſand thouſand faints, | 
He onward came, far off his coming ſhone ; 
And twenty thouſand (I their number heard) 

* Chariots of God, half on each hand, were ſeen. 770 


and carreering ſires between (756); there was a cryſtal 
firmament over their heads, whereon was a ſaphir 
throne inlaid with pure amber, and colours of the 
ſhowery arch. He aſcended, all armed in celeſtial pa- 
noply of radiant Urim (760), work divinely wrought; 
Victory fat eagle-winged at his right hand; his bow 
hung beſide him, and his quiver, ſtored with three - 
bolted thunder; and fierce effuſion of ſmoke, and 
| bickering flame, and dire ſparkles rolled from about 
him (765). He came onward, attended with ten theu- 
ſand thouſand ſaints, his coming ſhone far off; and 
twenty thouſand (I heard their number) chariots of God 
were ſeen, half on each hand (779). He rode ſublime 
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He on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime 
On the cryſtalline ſky, in ſaphir thron'd, 
Illuſtrious far and wide; but by his own 
Firſt ſeen : Them unexpected joy ſurpris'd, 
When the great enſign of Methah blaz d 775 
Aloft by angels borne, his ſign in heav'n; 
Under whoſe conduct Michael ſoon nit 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, | 
Under their head imbodied all in one. 1 
Before him pow'r divine his way prepar'd; 780 | | 
At his command th* uprooted hills retir*d | 
Each to his place; they heard his voice, and went | . 
Obſequious; heav'n his wonted face renew'd, | | 
And with freſh flow'rets hill and valley ſmil'd. | 
This ſaw his hapleſs foes, but ſtood obdur'd, 684 | 
. 
on the wings of Cherub on the cryſtalline ſky, throned 
in ſaphir, and illuſtrious far and wide; but was firſt { 
ſeen by his own army : Unexpected joy ſurprifed them, "2 
when the great enſign of Meſſiah blazed, his ſign in 
heaven, borne aloft by angels (775); under whoſe con- 
duct Michael ſoon reduced his army, circumfuted on | | 
either wing, imbodied all in one under their head. 
Divine power prepared his way before him (780) ; at [1 
his command the uprooted hills retired each to his 


place; they heard ,his voice, and went -obſequious 
heaven renewed his wonted face, and hill and valley 
imiled with freſh flowerets. His hapleſs foes ſaw this, 


* 


436 PARADISE LOST. Book VI. 


| And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 
Inſenſate, hope conceiving from deſpair. 
In heav*nly ſp'rits could ſuch perverſeneſs dwell ! ? 
But to convince the proud what ſigns avail, 


Or wonders move th* obdurate to relent? 79 
They harden'd more by what might moſt reclaim, 
Grieving to ſee his glory, at the fight 
Took envy ; and aſpiring to his heighth, 
Stood reimbattl'd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to proſper, and at length prevail 79 5 
Againſt God and Meſſiah, or to fall 
In univerſal ruin laſt ; and now —_ 
To final battle drew, diſdaining flight, 
| Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To all his hoſt on either hand thus ſpake, 850 hh 
but ſtood obdured (785), and rallied their inſenſate 
powers to rebellious fight, conceiving hope from de- 
ſpair. Could ſuch perverſeneſs dwell in heavenly ſpi- 
rits ? But what ſigns avail to convince the proud, or 
what wonders move the obdurate to relent (790)? They 
were hardened more by what might moſt reclaim them, 
and, grieving to ſec his glory, took envy at the ſight; 
and, aſpiring to his heighth, ſtood reimbattled fierce, 
weening to proſper by force or fraud, and to prevail at 
length (795) againſt God and Meſſiah, or to fall at 


laſt in univerſal ruin; and now they drew to final 
battle, diſdaining light or faint retreat; when the 


great Son of God ſpake thus to all his hoſt on either 
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Stand ſtill in bright array, ye Saints, here ſtand, 

Ye Angels arm'd, this day from battle reſt; 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearleſs in his righteous cauſe ; 


And as ye have received, ſo have ye done 8056 


Invincibly: But of this curſed crew 
The puniſhment to other hand belongs; ; 


Vengeance is his, or whoſe he ſole : appoints : 


Number to this day's work is not ordain'd, 


Nor multitude ; ſtand only, and behold 915 


Cocd's indignation on theſe godleſs pour'd 
By me; not you, but me, they have deſpis'd, 
Vet envied; againſt me is all their rage, 
Becauſe the Father, t' whom in heav'n ſupreme 


Kingdom, me pow'r, and nnn . 


band (800). Ye Saints, ſtand ſtill in bright array, ye | 


armed Angels, reſt from battle this day; your warfare 
| hath been faithful, and accepted of God, who have 


been fearleſs in his righteous cauſe ; and as ye have re- 


ceived, ſo have ye done invincibly (805): But the pu- 
niſhment of this curſed crew belongs to another hand; 
vengeance is his, or it is whoſe he ſole appoints: Num- 
ber nor multitude is not ordained to this day's work; 

ſtand only, and behold (810) God's s indignation poured 
on theſe godleſs by me; they have not deſpiſed Jou, but 
me, who am yet envied by them; all their rage is againſt 
me, becãuſe the Father, (to ag in heaven ſupreme 
kingdom, and power, and glory appertains) (815) hath 
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Hath honour'd me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath ailign* d; 
That they may have their with, to try with me 
In battle which the ſtronger proves, they all, 
Or I alone againſt them, ſince by ſtrength 820 
They meaſure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other ſtrife with them do I vouchſafe. 
So ſpake the Son, and into error chan d 
His count*nance too ſevere to be beheld, 825 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. i; 
At once the four ſpread out their ſtarry wings 
With dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the ſound 
Of torrent floods, or 90 a numcrous hoſt. 830 


N 


honoured me according to his will. Therefore he hath 

aſſigned their doom to me; that they may have their 
| wiſh, to try with me which proves. the. ſtronger i in 
battle, they all againſt me, or I alone againſt them, 
ſince they meaſure all by ſtrength (820), and are not 
| emulous of other excellence, nor. care who excels | 
them; nor do I vouchſafe other ſtrife with them. So 
the Son ſpake, and changed his countenance into ter- 
ror too ſevetę to be beheld (82 5), and bent it full of 
wrath on his enemies. At once the four ſpread out 
their ſtarry wings contiguous with dreadful ſhade, and 

the orbs of his fierce chariot rolled as with the ſound of 

torrent floods, or of a numerous hoſt (830). He, 


CY 


Book VL. PARADISE LOST. | 4335 


ab on his impious foes right id Son 
. Gloomy as night; under his burning wheels 
The ſtedfaſt empyrean ſhook throughout, 

All but the throne itſelf of God. Full ſoon 


Among them he arriv'd, in his right hand 83355 


_ Graſping ten thouſand thunders, which he ſent 

Before him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix'd d 
Plagues : They aſtoniſh'd all reſiſtance loſt, 

All courage; down their idle weapons dropp' d: 

Ober ſhields, and helms, and helmed heads he 
rode 5 840 

Of thrones and mighty ſeraphim ON 

That wiſh'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them, as a ſhelter from his 1 Ire, 

Nor lcls ON — ſide tempeſtuous fell 


D as night, drove right onward on his pier 


foes ; the ſtedfaſt empyrean ſhook throughout under 


his burning wheels, all ſhook but the throne of God 
itſelf. He arrived full ſoon among them, graſping ten 


Peine in his right hand (835), which he 


ſent before him, and ſuch as infixed plagues in their 
ſouls: They being aſtoniſhed loſt all reſiſtance, and all 


courage; their idle weapons dropped down: He rode 


(840) over ſhields, and helms, and helmed heads of 


proſtrate thrones and mighty, ſeraphim, that wiſhed / 
that the mountains might now be thrown on them a- 
gain, as a ſhelter from his ire. Nor fell his arrows leſs | 


; ' 


— 


4 


His arrows from the fourtold-vilag”« a F our %s 5 
Diſtin& with eyes, and from the living wheels - 
Diſtinct alike with multitude of eyes; 
One ſpirit in them rul'd, and every eye #; 
Glar'd lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire 
Among theaccurs'd, that wither'd all their ſtrength, 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 851 
Exhauſted, ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fall n. 
Vet half his ſtrength he put not forth, but checked 5 
His thunder in mid volley; for he meant 
Not to deſtroy, but root them out of heav- n; 8 s 5 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together throng” 4 
Drove them before him ae. bald 


8 9 
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tempeſtuous on either ſide from the fourfold- viſaged | 
Four (845) Cherubs diſtin with eyes, and alſo from 
the living wheels, alike diſtinct with multitude of eyesz 
one ſpirit ruled in them, and every eye glared light- 
ning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire among the accurſed 
crew, that withered all their ſtrengths and left them 

2 drained. of their wonted vigour (8 51) and quite ex · 
hauſted, ſpiritleſs, afflicted, fallen. Tet be put not 
forth half his ſtrength, but checked his thunder i in mid | 
volley; for he meant not to deſtroy them, but to root 
them out of heaven (85 5 3 : he raiſed the overthrown, 

and, as a herd of goats or timorous flock of ſheep 
e tage drove them * bim thunder- | 
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With terrors 204 with favies to the bounds | 
And cryſtal wall of heav'n; which op*ning wide, 

_ Roll'd inward, and a ſpacious gap diſclos'd 861 

Into the waſteful deep: The monſtrous ſight 


Struck them with horror backward, but far worſe. 


Urg'd them behind: Headlong themſelyes they 
threw 
Down from the verge of heav- n; eternal rah 
Burnt after them to the bottomleſs pit. 866 
Hell heard th* unſufferable noiſe, hell ſaw 
Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled 


Affrighted; but ſtrict Fate had caſt too deep 


Her dark foundations, and too faſt had bound. 870 


| Nine days they fell: Confounded Chaos roar'd, 


ſtruck, and purſued them with terrors and with furies 


to the bounds and cryſtall wall of heaven; which ope- 


ous gap into the waſteful. deep: The monſtrous ſight 


ſtruck them backward with horror, but far worſe zer-. 


rors urged them behind: They threw themſelves head- 
long down from the verge of heaven; and eternal 
_ wrath (865) burnt after them to the bottomleſs pit. 


| Hell heard the unſufferable noiſe, hell ſaw heaven ruin- 
ing from heaven, and, affrighted, would have fled; but . 


ſtrict Fate had caſt her dark foundations too deep, and 


had bound them too faſt (870). They fell nine days: 


San, Chaos roared, and felt tenfold nn 
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: And felt tenfold a} in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, ſo huge a rout | 


Incumber'd bim with ruin : Hell at laſt 


Yawning receiy'd them "halle, and on chem 
ee | 


Hell, their fit dates, fraught with fre ; 876 
Unquenchable, the houſe of woe and pain. 
Diſburden'd heav'n rejoic'd, and ſoon repair d 


Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole victor from th? expulſion of his foes * 80 


8 Meſſiah his triumphal chariot turn'd ; 


To meet him all his ſaints, who Meng, ſtood 


5 Eye · witneſſes of his almighty acts, 


With jubilee advanc'd; and as they went, 


Shaded with 3 8 cach order bright, 


3 a * 


3 14 ? 5 at | ir i 
in their fall — 18 Nd anch, ſo " a rout. 


incumbered him with ruin: Hell at laſt, yawning, re- 


ceived them whole, and eloſed on them; hell, their ft 1 
habitation, fraught with unquenchable fire, the houſe 
of woe and pain (877). Diſburdened heaven rejoiced, | 


and ſoon repaired her mural breach, returning! whence. 
it rolled. Meſſiah being ſole 3 turned his EY 13 


1 Ant, each bright pagers, ſhaded Wh 


phal chariot from the expulſion c foes (88 1); all 


| his ſaints, who ſtood ſilent 3 of his mighty 


acts, advanced : 


o meet him with jubilee, and as they 
b anching An | 
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Sung enen and him ſung viſhadous King, 886 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion giv'n, 

Worthieſt to reign : He celebrated rode 
Triumphant throꝰ mid heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 
On high; who into glory him receiv'd, ch 

Where now he ſits at the right hand of bliſs. 
Thus meaſuring things 1 in heav'n by things on 

4 A Pacth, 5 

At thy requeſt, ant that thou nn beware 


What might have elſe to human race been hid ; 
The diſcord which befel, and war in beav'n 


Among th' angelic pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of thoſe. too Nig aſpiring, who rebel d 


* 5 ** 
* 5 


(83 * ſung triumph, and ſung him TT IO, King, | 
Son, Heir, and Lord, and ſung to him dominion given, 


and worthieſt to reign : He, thus celebrated, rode tri- 
umphant through mid heaven, into the e9urts and 


temple of his mighty Father throned on high; who re- 
ceived him into glory (891), where now he. ſits at the | 


right hand of bliſs. Thus, at thy requeſt, meaſuring 
things in heaven by things on earth, and, . that thou. 
mayeſt beware by what is paſt, I have revealed to thee __ 
what elſe might have been hid to human race (896); 
the diſcord and the war in heaven, which befel among 


the N OWe 216, and Ms WAP fall of Foe: too * 


/ , 


By what is paſt, to thee I have reveal'd 895 


| With Was; he who envies now 50 Nate, 900 
Who now is plotting how he may ſeduce © 
Thee alſo from obedience, that, with him 

Bereav'd of happineſs, thou may'ſt partake 

N. His puniſhment, eternal miſery ; . 

Which would be all his ſolace and revenge, 90 5 
As a deſpite done againſt the Mott High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his woe. | 

But liſten not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to have heard 
By terrible example the reward 1 910 
Of diſobedience; firm they might have ſtood, 

Fet ſell; ; remember, and fear to tranſgreſs, , 
__ aſpiring angels, who rebelled with Satan; be it is who 

| now envies thy ſtate (900), and who is now plotting 

FI how he may ſeduce thee alſo from obedience, that, 

with him bereaved. of happineſs, thou mayeſt partake 

iT of his puniſhment, eternal miſery ; which would be all 
ais ſolace and revenge (905), as a deſpite done againſt 

S195 the Moſt high, once to gain thee a companion of his 

| woe. But liften not to his temptations z warn thy 

weaker (Eve) ; let it profit thee to have heard, by ſuch 
a terrible example, the reward of diſobdience (oo); 
they, (the rebel angels), might have ſtood firm, yet 

Werz fell; n and fear to ape | 
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